
it’s almost fall; do you know where your summer went?
It’s time for another episode of life in the FCCEM. We welcome you to what might be the last issue of 
summer 2022... but more importantly, the first issue of your newly inspired connection to your church!

helmets of hope continues its wait for item  #25,000
It’s been a slow quarter for Helmets of Hope, our essential household supply ministry to 

veterans, a slow season in which we’re still waiting to deliver the 25,00th supply item 
to one of our ministry partners. Please pray for renewed activity among our partner 
agencies so that they will both have need for and make requests for the supplies 
and food items we provide [one of our partners recently reported that staffing issues 
- getting people to work for them - have been the biggest challenge of late].
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meet our new ministry: Warm Up for Winter
At its August meeting, our general board settled on 
a new ministry to replace Operation Christmas 
Child, the shoe box ministry in which we 
discontinued our participation earlier this year.

Beginning Tuesday, September 6, throughout the ye
ar we will accept donations of new and gently-used winter wear for people of all ages – 
hats, coats, gloves, mittens, scarves, etc - initially on Tuesdays and Thursdays of every week until we 
establish a workable inventory. We will offer the donated items to the public during a specific window of time 
closer to each winter season. Once we establish the ministry and its inventory, we will welcome item 
donations once a month throughout the year.

You can participate in this ministry in multiple ways:

1) You can help us receive donations from the public at the church (two person teams in two hour shifts)

2) You can donate new or gently used winter wear items to our inventory

3) You can share news of the ministry on your and/or your family members’ social media pages 
(Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc).

4) You can pray that our efforts will bear fruit and will make a difference to people in our community.

We’ll post a sign-up sheet at Mission Central beginning this Sunday, August 21. You’ll also be able to express 
your interest at the church’s website.

Join us in September
September’s breakfast potluck: 
Sep 4, 9:00 a.m.
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about our finances
We continue to struggle with our congregational finances, but God continues to provide. More important, our 
board continues to declare its faith that God has not finished with our church; there’s more of our story left to 
write. God provides through us, of course. It’s not as if money falls from trees into 
our bank accounts (though we’re willing to move our accounts to the first available 
tree trunk that offers such a service!). Please continue to listen for God’s direction 
as you make decisions about the financial investment you make in the worship, 
ministries, and people of FCCEM.

support FCCEM via a unique rummage sale in davenport
On September 3, we will provide a two table display of craft items for sale at an event 
called “Rummage with Java” to be hosted by the coffee café called Java Java located in 
west Davenport (836 E. River Drive). All proceeds from the sale of our items will support 
our general fund, the account from which we pay the church’s expenses. In addition to our 
tables, several other so-called “pop-up vendors” will offer items for sale, so the event 
could well be worth your visit. Our team will be on-site at the sale from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Stop by!

Find out more by visiting Java Java’s Facebook page:

          https://www.facebook.com/javajavaqc/.

THIS MONTH’S fellowship hall HVAC update (yikes!)
The endless saga of our efforts to improve the heating/air conditioning system in fellowship hall made 
important but small scale progress last week as we purchased three fans to distribute around the room 
during Sunday worship. Because the room benefits from having only limited 
exposure to the daytime sun, the lack of air conditioning service has not proved to 
be a hardship this summer and the fans have served us well. Praise God!

We’ve needed the fans because we’ve had so little luck in procuring either a 
replacement bid within our price range or calls-back from the other companies we 
have contacted in search of more affordable costs. With the fall season now in sight, 
we expect to experience more-than-tolerable conditions during in-person Sunday 
worship until next summer, at the earliest.

Please continue to pray that our existing equipment will meet our needs until we are 

1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To join us by phone for Sunday worship (10:30 a.m.)



What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside ECCLESIASTES?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

• Ecclesiastes is perhaps the most challenging book in the Bible. 
Not because of length - its twelve chapters are easily read in a 
single setting - but because of its core theology. The “teacher,” 

as the book’s narrator is called, proposes that our best hope is found in our surrender to life’s ultimate 
limitations. The best we can do, says the Teacher, is “to eat, drink, and enjoy [our] work under the sun 
during the short life God has given [us], and to accept [our] lot in life” (Ecc 5.18). Nearly everything else - 
possessions, pleasure, and hard work, for example - is “meaningless,” or, as you might remember it from 
your past encounters with the book, a “vanity of vanities,” akin to “chasing the wind” (e.g. Ecc 1.14,17; 
2.11,26).

• What are we to make of such a dire assessment of life’s potential? It is not the mission of these monthly 
summaries to answer such questions, but rather to encourage you to wrestle with the Teacher’s blunt 
candor. He spares none of our needs for comfort and reassurance. He tells us the way life is... or at least 
the way he has found it to be.

• Engage this “Teacher.” Argue with him, if your faith in Christ calls you to do so. And at the end of your 
engagement, praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

notice ecclesiastes 3.1-8
    1 For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven. 
    2 A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a time to harvest. 
    3 A time to kill and a time to heal. A time to tear down and a time to build up. 
    4 A time to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance. 
    5 A time to scatter stones and a time to gather stones. A time to embrace and a time to turn away. 
    6 A time to search and a time to quit searching. A time to keep and a time to throw away. 
    7 A time to tear and a time to mend. A time to be quiet and a time to speak. 
    8 A time to love and a time to hate. A time for war and a time for peace. 
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O Marsha Jones has yet another appointment with the Unity Point Health heart 
catheterization lab on Wednesday, August 24. She is a veteran of that miracle-working 
space (though would gladly let someone else have all the experience she’s gained through 
her many procedures over the years!)

O We offer our prayerful and faithful support to Mark and Deb Langley, their adult 
children Jake Langley and Sarah Pessein, and the entire Langley family over the 
death, on August 11, of Mark’s mom, Gwen.



a reminder
Last month I observed the 37th anniversary of my ministry at FCCEM. This month - in fact this weekend, as I 
write this piece - I observe my 65th birthday, the age at which, at least according to the witness of  my 
childhood, retirement knocked and all semblance of a person’s everyday work life ended. In my youth, 
people in their mid-to-late 60's were almost without exception “old.” My iconic grandfather died at age 73, 
and looked old in doing so. His iconic wife (and my grandmother!) died near the end of her 70's, which back 
then seemed absolutely ancient to me and, I’m confident, to most of the people with whom I shared my 
neighborhood.

Now that I’ve reached the midpoint of my 60's - now that I have climbed to the rung on the actuarial ladder at 
which in decades past Social Security always kicked in - and I have moved into the last 30 percent of my 
fourth decade at our church, I’m struck by how similar my “age” feels now compared to how it felt to me way 
back yonder ago. Of course there have been lots of physical changes, and the cast of characters in tragi-
docu-comey-drama that is my life has changed considerably, but in my head and spirit, in my attitude and 
experience of who I am, I don’t feel nearly as old as I would have predicted way back yonder ago.

Part of the reason, I’m sure, is the encouraging results of the lifestyle change I implemented two years ago, a 
change that I believe has made me more fit for my age today than I was for a 35 year-old thirty years ago. 
But still I am surprised by the similarity of my experience of this age to my experience of previous ones. I’ve 
aged in lots of ways, but not in every way. 

I bet the same is true for you. I bet you can attest to critical portions of your spirit and character that have 
remained fundamentally the same over the years. Your body has changed. The list of your limitations has 
lengthened, perhaps. But there resides in you still the person you knew yourself to be way back yonder ago. 
You might look, move, and often feel old - at least older - but deep within there still roams the fresh and vital 
you that you’ve always known yourself to be. You’re older, but you’re still your parents’ little girl or boy. More 
faithfully, you’re still and will always be God’s child.

The opening verses of Psalm103 offer an explanation of our experience of youth in spite of our advance in 
years:

    1 Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 
    2 Let all that I am praise the LORD; may I never forget the good things he does for me. 
    3 He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 
    4 He redeems me from death and crowns me with love and tender mercies. 
    5 He fills my life with good things. My youth is renewed like the eagle’s! 

My mom often declared that we’re only as old as we feel. And from what the rest of us could perceive, she 
almost always felt pretty darned young. However long you’ve been at life, know that our eternal God will 
renew your youth now and forever.
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Buy from Amazon?
Then support FCCEM!
(click the graphic or visit
our website for more info)

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2418542


“trunk or treat” is a go for 2022!
We have decided to hold this year’s Trunk or Treat event, a 
Halloween night tradition that dates back nearly fifteen years - 
interrupted just once over the years, by the COVID pandemic. 

Trunk or Treat is the event to which we invite the community, and 
in which we welcome guests - both costumed and not - to our 
property with the promise of candy treats and friendly welcomes. 
We set up on The Pointe, using its picnic tables and a giant 
paper mache tree as goodie distribution points. Our team’s 
candy distributors often, but don’t always, costume up for the 
occasion. 

Bill Coley believes Trunk or Treat is the single most energized, 
satisfying, and FUN three hours we experience at any time of 
the year at FCCEM. It’s THAT good! You can help us carry 
forward our strong reputation as a goto destination for Halloween night young ones and their chaperones:

– Donate bag(s) of commercially wrapped candy. Last year we welcomed more than 400 people to our 
grounds, and this year, with COVID restrictions a bit more relaxed, we’re expecting even more (the record is 
more than 500!). Every piece of candy you offer to this once-a-year effort strengthens our efforts to make our 
church known to the neighborhood. We’ll collect goodies beginning the first Sunday in October.

– Join our welcome team. Dress up if you wish (it’s the most fun you will have in a costume that day!), but 
you don’t have to in order to help us welcome and hand out candy to our guests. Basically, you sit at a picnic 
table and wait for kids to come to you. Simple and loads of fun.

– Pray for the success of our efforts.
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