
summertime, and the livin’ is IN THIS ISSUE!
We welcome you to another episode of livin’ in the mission and ministry of First Christian Church of East 
Moline. Discover something new about who we are and how we serve God. Thanks for reading!
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an update on our financial challenges
[NOTE: In last month’s issue of UP2Date, we called your attention to 
our congregation’s growing financial difficulties and reported the 
general board’s intention to review their status during its next meeting; 
the board did so on July 14. This article presents the message the 
board has for our congregation at this important stage in our life 
together.]

The reality we confront is that we’re not taking in enough income to 
maintain our current ministry, neither the facilities we own nor the staff we employ. On many occasions 
through the recent years of decline in attendance and financial resources, we’ve testified to God’s gracious 
provision. The arrival of generous and unexpected gifts time and again moved us by faith to claim we had 
work to do, a mission yet to accomplish. While we still believe God is not done with us (Helmets of Hope, our 
household supply ministry to veterans, is exhibit A of God’s missional intentions for FCCEM), it’s increasingly 
clear that we can’t continue in ministry long term given our current financial trajectory; something must 
change. The amount we have in reserve will not last long given the pace at which we’re currently spending it 
down.

What can change? The most obvious changes would be significant increases in both the number of 
households participating in our church and the total amount of money donated to support our ministries. 
While we’ve been blessed deeply to welcome three new and very active households to FCCEM this year, in 
recent years we’ve also experienced the lessening of activity/support from even more households. The net 
result is that our income hasn’t kept pace with our needs.

During their discussion of these matters last Wednesday, general board members expressed openness – 
perhaps more accurately characterized as resigned openness – to the possibility of the sale our current 
building and property, then using the proceeds to relocate to a smaller facility and an increased emphasis on 
community mission-based ministry. Would we consider instead simply closing up shop? That might become 
an option our circumstances compel us to consider, but board members seemed determined to make it the 
very last resort, in part to protect the vitality of Helmets of Hope, our signature ministry.

We will continue to monitor weekly offerings, bank balances, and the trends that affect them. Please join us 
in prayer as we seek the Spirit’s inspiration and direction.

helmets of hope annual report ready for release
We have finally completed work on the latest annual report from Helmets of Hope, our 

essential household supply ministry to veterans. The report chronicles the effects of the 
pandemic on our work, highlights the impact of the supplies we offer, and invites readers’ 
financial support since the ministry operates almost solely on donations and fundraisers. 

We expect to post the annual report to the church’s website and at the Mission Central 
table by Sunday, and send it by e- and postal mail to the ministry’s donors by early next 

week. If you call FCCEM your church home, HoH is YOUR ministry too! Be sure to get a copy of the report 
(contact Bill Coley if you need one mailed or delivered to you).
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support FCCEM as you buy from amazon
Amazon Smile is a donation program to non-profit charities of the online giant Amazon.com. Without 
additional cost to its customers, Amazon Smile gives back a small percentage of the value of their purchases 
to the charities of their choice. Through the program, Amazon has donated more than $350 million to 
charities, including First Christian Church of East Moline! Thanks to the Amazon purchases several people 
made while directing their Smile proceeds to us, we’ve received several quarterly disbursements from 
Amazon. Not large checks, but donations nonetheless... that cost shoppers nothing to make.

Some important notes about Amazon Smile: 

• Amazon Smile donates 0.5% of the cost of your purchase(s) to FCCEM.

• Donating to FCCEM via Amazon Smile purchases adds NOTHING to the 
cost of your purchase. Amazon simply returns 0.5% of that cost to us.

• To ensure that your purchases produce Amazon Smile donations to 
FCCEM, you MUST use Amazon Smile (not just Amazon) and select 
us as your charity (which you only have to do once), either in an Internet browser or from the Amazon 
app. Here are two ways of doing so:

1) Download, install, and open the Amazon Shopping app in your mobile device. From the menu of 
options that displays after you tap the icon with the three horizontal lines (   ) in the lower right hand corner of 
the app’s home screen, choose “Gifting and Charity.” In the resulting list, tap “AmazonSmile.” Follow the 
prompts. When asked to identify your charity of choice, you can either search for “First Christian Church,” 
making sure that you select the FCC that’s in East Moline, Illinois, OR you can use our Amazon Smile ID 
number: 36-2418542. As long as you keep FCCEM as your selected charity, you’ll only have to complete this 
process once. (NOTE: In the app’s setup process, you may encounter an instruction to turn on notifications if 
you’re new to Amazon Smile.)

2) The other way to select our church as your chosen charity is simply to paste the following link into an 
Internet browser: . [NOTE: If you’re reading a digital version of this http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2418542
issue, you may also click the Amazon Smile logo on this page to be taken to that same link.]

another fellowship hall HVAC update
In our continuing search for workable solutions to our fellowship hall furnace/air conditioning system 
challenges, we’ve contacted multiple local contractors, one of which has given us specific bids, one that is 
currently evaluating lower-cost options, and a third that has never gotten back to us. 

First, a reminder that the issues we face in fellowship hall are that the AC doesn’t cool and the heating works 
as expected, but only if we manually turn the system’s fan to run constantly; the furnace doesn’t heat if we 
leave the fan set to “auto.”

The three bids from the first contractor range from $32,000 to $49,000, depending on the scope of the work 
done. At its July meeting, our general board expressed unanimous consensus that we cannot currently afford 
costs in that range.

Another contractor is exploring possible lower-cost options. To do so, he is seeking information on the 
existing fellowship system, whose original installation dates back to the 1970's or 80's. The contractor is not 
certain whether low cost options will be available to us given the age and condition of the system, but based 
on our contact with him, we’re confident he will give us trustworthy advice as to how best to proceed.

We’ll keep you informed.

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2418542.
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2418542


What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside PROVERBS?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

• Proverbs is part of the Old Testament’s “wisdom 
literature,” wisdom being the capacity to know the right thing 
to do in a given situation. When King Solomon threatened to 

cut in half the baby for whose maternal rights two women appealed to him, he showed wisdom in that he 
knew the real mother would never consent to such a solution.

• The first nine chapters of Proverbs make an argument in favor of the value of and need for wisdom. The 
remaining chapters of the book contain short (one and two verse) collections of sayings on a variety of 
topics, prominent among which are greed and laziness (it turns out neither of those is a good thing; 
who’da thunk it?)

• Proverbs is home to familiar axioms such as “train up a child in the way [they] should go and when [they] 
are older, [they] will not depart from it” (Prov. 22.6), and “pride goeth before the fall” (Prov. 16.18).

• Most of the content of Proverbs will make perfect sense to you as a follower of Jesus since its 
instructions are very much in line with his teachings (who’da thunk that?!).

• As you read the book, look for “couplets,” two-part declarations that affirm the blessing of one form of 
conduct and judge the curse of another. For example, “Lazy people are soon poor; hard workers get 
rich” (Prov. 10.4).

notice proverbs 4.7-9
7 Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do! And whatever else you do, develop good judgment. 8 If you 
prize wisdom, she will make you great. Embrace her, and she will honor you. 9 She will place a lovely wreath 
on your head; she will present you with a beautiful crown.” 
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take yourself out (with others) to the ol’ ballgame!
In past years, one of our most successful family outings has been a trip to Modern 
Woodmen Park in Davenport to take in a River Bandits baseball game. We’ve 
decided to attend the game set for Friday, August 12, starting at 6:30 p.m. In part, 
we chose that game so as to enjoy the post-game fireworks.

If we purchase at least ten tickets, they’ll cost just $12 each. If you’d like to join us, 
please express your interest at Mission Central or by contacting the church office or 
Bill Coley. We need to know your name and how many tickets you want us to buy for 
you. You’ll then make your payment to the church. IMPORTANT: This outing is open 
to your friends, family, or whoever, not just people from our church! Please sign up and pay for your 
tickets by Sunday, August 7.
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your ideas, please!
Now that we have formally discontinued our partnership with Operation Christmas Child (OCC), we want to 
find one or more new ministries to fill the void that decision has created. OCC was the fall-season ministry in 
which we both welcomed donations of items for shoe boxes sent to kids in developing nations and served as 
a drop-off location to which other groups, churches, and individuals brought their boxes for processing. So 
the ministries we select to take OCC’s place should have some substance to them. We now ask for your help 
to find those new ministries.

Allow your imagination to run free! What are some of the ways you imagine our church making a 
difference, whether in our neighborhood, in the greater Quad Cities area, in the U.S. or around the 

world? Options that ask only for financial donations are acceptable, but not 
really what we have in mind. We’re looking for hands-on ministries, options that 
would make a difference to people and allow our people to get involved. OCC 
allowed people to donate financially, but it also allowed people to shop for shoe 
box items and to volunteer on the drop-off location team. Hands-on! 

What ideas do you have? What possibilities come to your spirit as you think 
about how the people of our church could make a difference? Doesn’t have to be a “religious” or a “churchy” 
project. ANYTHING that meets needs, serves people, or makes a difference in way(s) that our church could 
handle is an option for us to consider. 

We’d love to have your ideas. We’ll put a collection box on the Mission Central table in fellowship hall and a 
form on which to write your ideas. Alternatively, you can mail them to the church on the paper of your choice, 
contact the church office by email  contact Bill Coley directly, or use the contact form (office@fccem.org),
we'll create on our website. Within the next week, we'll add an invitation to our website's visitors to 
submit their suggestions for ways we might make a difference. We'll take good ideas from any source!

phone-in worship audio IS fixed! 
“What a long, strange trip it’s been,” and perhaps, “Our long national nightmare is over,” helpfully describe 
the difficulties we’ve encountered in recent months when it came to offering consistently quality audio to 
those who worshiped with us by phone on Sundays via the conference call service to which we subscribe. 
We now believe we have found the definitive explanation for the problems and have once-and-for-all fixed it.

Before discovering the final fix, the microphones Bill Coley used to connect to the call with the phone-in 
worshipers used the same frequency as the cordless telephones that have been around for decades. That 
frequency worked consistently well in the worship center, on our building’s upper level; it doesn’t work in 
fellowship hall. When Bill invested in a Blue Tooth headset to connect to phone-in worshipers, all quality 
issues resolved. For the first time in forever we’ve experienced flawless audio and worship service recording 
on consecutive Sundays and as a result have no doubts that the issue has been resolved... as long as Bill 
stations his phone near a fellowship hall window since cell signal strength is lousy in that room!

We invite you to join us for worship in person, of course, but if a phone connection works best for you, 
GREAT! Call in now knowing that you’ll experience excellent audio and be part of our small but mighty 
community. See the graphic below for info as to how to join those calls.

1. Call 309-306-0038.
2. When asked for an access code, enter 964600.
3. During or after greeting from FCCEM, press the * key.

To connect to the FCCEM conference call service

mailto:(office@fccem.org),
mailto:(office@fccem.org),
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and from bill...
The board meeting referenced in the lead article of this issue’s front page was hard for me – emotionally 
torturous for me – when our discussion turned to the financial health and potential future of our congregation. 
As members identified new aspects of the hardships we face and the limited options we have, my head 
angled more and more toward the floor in front of my feet, my chin nearly in touch with my sternum by the 
time board moderator Jim Ledbetter asked for my input. 

By then I was in the middle of a struggle to shore up the dam that had kept most of the tears at bay. Jim’s 
request deserved more than the mumbled wave-off I first offered it. When I found the composure to speak, I 
probably didn’t make a lot of sense, except to demonstrate the sadness and guilt I feel when I reflect on the 
state we’re in. My “fault” or not, I own the blame for this, and felt its weight as if it were an anchor stretching 
my neck forward and my spirit downward.

In the distance and through the emotional fog of the board’s discussion I heard some intriguing ideas for how 
we could transform our church going forward, but the meeting ended with my attitudinal recession 
unrepaired.

Five days earlier, on July 8, I observed my 37th anniversary as pastor at FCCEM. Didn’t celebrate it. Didn’t 
announce it during the previous Sunday’s worship. But my years here matter deeply to me, as does the 
history and people who have come and gone... more having gone in recent years than arrived. Hence, last 
night’s heart- and spiritual ache were real.

Thursday morning – the morning after the board meeting – I added a fourth chapter to the Old Testament 
portion of my daily Bible reading for no reason other than to advance the progress needle as I close in on the 
end of yet another annual journey through Scripture.

Late Thursday night – more than a half day after the Bible reading – while in the shower following a cardio 
workout I realized that the extra chapter I had read was Jeremiah 29, in which through the prophet God says 
to the residents of Jerusalem whom the Babylonians had exiled as prisoners to Babylon: “For I know what I 
have planned for you,’ says the LORD.“I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I have plans to 
give you a future filled with hope.” (Jeremiah 29.11, NET) Thursday morning I read through those verses 
as if they were an assignment to complete, not a word God wanted me... and you... to hear. As you read this 
confession and the cover article to which it refers, I hope you’ll help share the burden of the challenges we 
face, but also hear...and help us all believe... the announcement God has delivered.

I love you.

Join us in August!
August’s breakfast potluck: Aug 7, 9:00 a.m.

thus saith the LORD
For I know what I have planned for you,’ says the LORD. ‘I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I 
have plans to give you a future filled with hope. When you call out to me and come to me in prayer, I will hear 
your prayers.When you call out to me and come to me in prayer, I will hear your prayers. When you seek me 
in prayer and worship, you will find me available to you. If you seek me with all your heart and soul, I will 
make myself available to you,’ says the LORD. ‘Then I will reverse your plight and will regather you from all 
the nations and all the places where I have exiled you,’ says the LORD. ‘I will bring you back to the place 
from which I exiled you.’    (Jeremiah 29.11-14, NET)
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