
may you discover a blessing in this month’s issue
We welcome you to another edition of UP2DATE, the monthly information resource, available in both digital- 
and print formats, about the ministries and mission of First Christian Church of East Moline. Be blessed!
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a warm and encouraging welcome to our new members
At FCCEM, Mother’s Day 2022 was special for all the expected reasons as 
we bore witness to the lasting, loving impacts mothers and motherly 
people have on our lives. But this year’s mom’s day produced an 
additional layer of blessing for us as Colette Jorgenson and Deb 
Seybold transferred their membership in the Body of Christ into our 
congregation.

Deb made her first visit to our worship in 2019, became a regular fixture 
among our phone-in worshipers in the early months of the COVID 
pandemic, and since has displayed a commitment to her faith and our 
ministry that culminated in her decision to join our ranks formally. 

She might best be known for her friendship with the irrepressible Beth Fredrickson. We’re pretty sure that the 
FDA recommends that any church that welcomes one of those two might as well accept the other one since 
there’s no way they can be separated!

One other note: Deb only recently discovered that her grandmother Leona Jones was a member of our 
church from April 1958 til her death in February 1983. 

Colette found her way to our worship early in April, connected with our 9:00 a.m. Bible study the next week, 
and quickly decided that FCCEM would be her new church home.

She’s already participated in a couple of Helmets of Hope supply deliveries and in the version of our 
provision to the Churches United meal site at Zion Lutheran Church in west Davenport. In addition, her 
passion for plants and gardens et al will soon lead her to revamp some of our several planters and planted 
areas on the church grounds (if you’d like to help, speak up!). We’re certain to be blessed.

One other note: Deb and her husband Mark traveled to Cedar Rapids last weekend to celebrate the life of 
Mark’s mother, who died earlier this year. Our love and convictions about eternal life to both of them and their 
family.

bob grove has moved
Bob Grove has moved to Park Vista, the senior living complex located on the property that decades ago was 
the site of the north campus of United Township High school. He has battled 
mobility issues for several years, and now confronts some vision challenges 
associated with macular degeneration. So we encourage your prayers for Bob, 
whose email and cell numbers haven’t changed, but whose postal address has:

Bob Grove
1451 20th Ave, #211
East Moline, IL     61244



about our finances
We’ve become quite experienced as people who depend on the grace of God for our financial provisions. 
However challenging the circumstances, God ALWAYS makes a way to sustain our church and its ministries. 
At some point, we stop questioning the hows and whys of God’s choices, and simply lean into the grace, 
grace communicated to us through your and many others’ financial support. Praise God and thank you.
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another, and more inclusive, nod to our lawn mowing team
Last month we invited your appreciation for the volunteer efforts of our lawn mowing team led by Jim 
Ledbetter and the equipment he provides to the task. That nod to the team was good, but it didn’t offer 
enough detail. Tom Yeater has served on the team for several years now, on many occasions, especially this 
year, bringing with him some of the equipment he owns. As a result these and other efforts, Jim, Tom, and 
Bill (the third of our “mowsketeers”) keep our substantial lawn under control. Praise God for their efforts and 
the benefits we gain from them.

no update available on furnace concerns
At the moment, we have no update on our search for replacement options for the units 
that heat and cool fellowship hall. Several weeks ago, representatives from the 
company that in recent years has serviced our equipment reviewed our needs and 
indicated their intent to send us an estimate. We’re still waiting. We will also contact 
other local providers as we seek the best and most financially responsible path 
forward. We will of course keep your informed.

exclusive eclipse images ready for your viewing
Thanks to the efforts of our enthusiast photographer pastor, we are offering for public viewing on our website 

a collection of images captured during last weekend’s total lunar eclipse.

A total lunar eclipse occurs when the earth moves between the sun and a full moon in 
such a way that it blocks all of the sun’s rays from striking the surface of our satellite. 
What made last weekend’s eclipse special was its length - nearly 90 minutes - and the 
dusty red colors it brought to the moon’s appearance, colors that were much more 
easily seen when viewed through a telescope. Bill Coley captured those colors by 
attaching his camera to his telescope, so he’s assembled an eight image slide show 
from among the 260 images he shot, and placed that show on the website. Whether you 
witnessed the eclipse live or not, take a moment to view the show; you’ll be glad you 

did. (We also expect to display the images this weekend during Sunday worship.)

audio issues haunt us still
If by faith we weren’t convinced beyond doubt that there IS a God, the endless string of audio issues we’ve 
faced in getting Sunday worship audio to our people who join us by phone would have convinced us 
otherwise! On several recent Saturdays, we’ve run tests whose results we *thought* signaled the end of the 
problems. But that’s not proven correct. The core issue, we’re certain, is the materials in the ceiling of 
fellowship hall, which make cell reception difficult. We continue to search for a predictably reliable 
workaround while we worship on the lower level to save valuable resources.



What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside JOB?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Job is the first book of what are called the “wisdom writings” in the 
Old Testament, books that comment on street-level life, life the way 
we experience it, not the way we imagine it. The book of Job 

wrestles with one of street-level life’s most challenging questions: Why do bad things happen to good 
people and good things happen to bad people?

In the story’s first chapter, God authorizes Satan to inflict loss on Job, first of family and possessions, then of 
physical health. A confused, distraught, and angry Job then debates with three friends the cause(s) of his 
suffering. The friends all argue that because bad things only happen to bad people, Job must have done 
something - actually, many things - wrong to deserve his afflictions. Job rejects his friends’ argument, 
claiming his core goodness and that were he and God to argue the matter before an impartial judge, Job 
would win. 

At the close of the book, God speaks directly to Job in the form of a lengthy series of questions the result of 
which is Job’s repentance. Importantly, Job learns from God that his friends had been wrong in their analysis.

So why did Job repent? How were his friends wrong? Read the book of Job to find out. You’ll be blessed 
when you do.

notice JOB 38.4-5
4 "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you know so much. 
5 Who determined its dimensions and stretched out the surveying line? 
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sunday bible study on track for move to next phase
Our iconic Sunday Bible study group and its exploration of the question of whether 
Jesus was God is currently on track to finish its review of the Old Testament, and 
therefore the entire Bible, by August or September of this year. Then, having spent 
more than three years in the Scriptures, the group will view a 24 part video lecture 
series presented by a noted New Testament scholar. Following a few weeks for 
other matters, it will be time for the group to evaluate the evidence it has collected. 

It’s an exciting time for our Bible study, which on most weeks currently consists of 
six or seven people. We warmly invite you to join the journey, whether now, in the 
weeks/months ahead, or for the video series.



a reminder
Software makes computers useful. Without software, computers are expensive, purposeless collections of 
wires, circuit boards, and decorative cases. Computers don’t compute without software.

In the modern world, however, it’s not enough for computers to compute; they need to compute better, faster, 
and more productively than they did last month, or quarter, or year - both to meet the changing needs of the 
people and companies that use the software, and for the financial bottom lines of the developers who 
produce it.

And most software users who pay for the next editions of the software they use expect that the updated 
versions will offer new features, improve previous ones, and in general, be worth their investment. In the last 
couple of months of each year, for example, the company that makes the photo editing software I use 
releases a new version. It’s a costly purchase, so I expect that whatever they release this year will be 
noticeably better than what they put out last year.

In Luke 13 Jesus tells a parable about a man who after three years of waiting for a fig tree to produce fruit, 
decides to cut it down to make room for more productive trees. His gardener then convinces the man to give 
the fruitless tree one more year of “special attention and plenty of fertilizer” before cutting it down. Hear the 
expectation of growth, of better things? 

It’s jarring to hear, but Jesus has high expectations of us who follow him. We are to bear fruit, more and more 
fruit. It matters when we don’t, when we fail to make use of the gifts provided to us. So as you get out of bed 
tomorrow morning, think of the new day as the latest release of the software named you. Then use the day to 
show off the unique feature set God has designed into you.

a helmets of hope update
We’ve made no secret of the difficulties the COVID pandemic forced upon our Helmets of Hope essential 
household ministry to veterans as well as the agencies with which Helmets partners. But in the last month 
we’ve made multiple deliveries, met the new leaders of some of our partners, placed large supply orders in 
order to restock our inventories, and received a financial gift from an American Legion Auxiliary. 

The good news from all those developments is that life is returning to Helmets of Hope. The new leaders 
expressed eager joy when we invited them to request new supplies whenever they have needs. We’ve given 
some preliminary thought to future fundraising events. And the donation from the Auxiliary reminds us of the 
importance of the support we receive from our donors. If you have a connection to an American Legion or 
VFW group, or one of their auxiliaries, be sure to pass along a good word about Helmets of Hope. Chances 
are we’ve contacted them in the past, but a recommendation from people already known to them can make a 
big difference.

A final fun fact: We are now within 400 of providing the 25,000th item to veterans since Helmets launched 
in December 2015. Praise God!

page 4

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2022May

June breakfast potluck coming soon
Our monthly breakfast potlucks continue in June, with the first Sunday of the month 
arriving on June 5. The meal will begin at 9:00 a.m., our Sunday group Bible study 
moving its session to 8:00 a.m. for that day. 

By now you may know our potluck rule by heart: Bring food to share if you can and 
want to. If you can’t or don’t want to bring food, come anyway because God 
ALWAYS provides!
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