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once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we 
invited you to 
consider a new 
form of 
connect
ion, 
called 
“The 
Once-
a-
Month 
Gang,” 
in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on our sense of community. We offer the 
invitation to you again this month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

april showers may bring a new issue of UP2DATE 
Easter Sunday has come and gone for another year. In the spirit and glow of the resurrection, we discover 
the power and authority of our congregation’s ministry. We pray this issue will remind you of what God is 
doing with us, for us, and through us.

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.
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in-person worship to remain in fellowship hall
Our current vision is that as a means of cutting utility costs, we will hold 
worship in fellowship hall until further notice (when it comes to energy 
consumption, fellowship hall is an easier, less expensive space to manage 
than is the high-ceilinged worship center). Of course if our recent growth 
trend continues (three, perhaps four, people new to and active in our church 
in just the last three months... which is a GREAT result for us) our financial 
state will strengthen and our options will expand.

we’re seeking furnace replacement options
In keeping with our plan to worship in fellowship hall for the foreseeable future, and in good stewardship of 
the equipment we use to heat and cool that room, we are currently seeking bids to replace its furnace and air 
conditioning systems. We’ve chronicled the issues we’ve had with the system’s fan’s needing to run 
constantly in order to supply heat properly. In addition, the AC for that room doesn’t work at all anymore. 
Replacing the switch hasn’t effected a fix, so we’re exploring the replacement of both units. We’ll of course 
keep you informed.

another phone-in worship IT update
It’s been claimed that the only sure things in life are death and taxes. The audio difficulties we’ve 
encountered with the phone-in version of our Sunday morning worship apparently wish to be added to the 
“sure things” list.

At its core the problem with maintaining strong and stable connections for our 
phone-in worshipers is fellowship hall – its design, layout, and/or construction. As 
many have noted, it’s really hard to find areas in that room where cell signals 
are dependably strong.

Lord knows we’ve tried! Multiple locations in the room as well as in the hallway 
outside of the hall have all failed to provide a consistent signal. But alas, we 
think we have found an area that WILL work... or at least it should.

   During our spring cleaning event two weeks ago, we discovered that the southeast                                                                                                                         
corner of the room works and works consistently. 

And indeed, that site DID work fine on Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter. But of course, in faithful 
alliance with Mr. Murphy and his law, it failed miserably on Easter, when we debuted our new screen and 
returned live singing to worship. We have since tested the entire system multiple times hoping to replicate 
whatever caused the Easter Sunday failure... and of course, everything worked perfectly.

We share this bit of behind-the-scenes detail to keep you informed and to assure you that we will not stop 
until we have fully resolved the matter.
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re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (April 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

about our finances
We can’t help but be amazed by God’s provision for us throughout the COVID pandemic and the most recent 
winter season. For reasons known only to the throne, God has clearly decided that we should worship 
together, that Helmets of Hope is a necessary ministry, and that there are opportunities for service that await 
us. Thank you for accepting God’s invitation to support our work, our worship, and our congregation with your 
time, your prayers, and your financial gifts. .
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a helmets of hope update
It’s an exciting time for Helmets of Hope, our essential household supply ministry 
to veterans who have faced some form of housing crisis. We’ve recently made our 
first delivery in two years to the VALOR program administered by Humility of 
Mary Shelter and Homes in Davenport, and just this week we received a 
request from the VA’s Community Resources and Referral office in 
Davenport. In addition, we expect soon to receive a request from the 
Salvation Army’s work with veterans in southeast Iowa as well as counties 
around Galesburg and Peoria. Praise God!

The COVID pandemic imposed significant limitations on our partners’ efforts, which 
naturally led to a lull in Helmets’ work. Every indication is that things are changing. As we 
tell our partner agencies, we worked hard to raise the money with which we buy the supplies currently stored 
in Helmets’ fellowship hall inventory area. But we did that work to put supplies in the hands of veterans, not 
along the walls of a church room!

meal site ministry resumes... and you’re invited!
We’re grateful to God that Jim, Shelby, and Ashlie Ledbetter have agreed to prepare and serve Churches 
United meal site meals on the fourth Wednesday of even-numbered months, beginning this month. Noelle 
and Ashlie had committed themselves to the ministry prior to Noelle’s death, and the Ledbetters see their 

work going forward as a way to honor her.

But the meal site ministry has plenty of room to welcome your service, whether as 
the preparer or server of food... or both. Currently, Churches United reports that the 
Zion Lutheran Church site in west Davenport is serving 50-55 people every night, all 
by pre-bagged meals (there are no sit-down meals at the moment). So the ministry 
includes packaging a simple, nutritious meal into bags which are handed out to 
people as they come to the meal site between 6:00-6:30 p.m.

If you’re interested in serving on our meal site team, contact Bill Coley. While 
many of our meal site teams have donated the food they prepared, the church will 
gladly underwrite all your costs. The next meal service date is June 22. 

and then there’s the lawn
It’s the time of year when we plan our efforts to maintain the church lawn. We’ve been blessed for several 
years by Jim Ledbetter’s donations of time and equipment, donations which, along with the help of 
volunteers, have successfully kept our naturally beautiful landscape under control.

This year Jim will spend much of the summer in Wyoming on a special project, but before he leaves he will 
arrange for us to have the necessary equipment in his absence. If you want to help with this year’s “turf 
team,” contact the church office.
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What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside ESTHER?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

The book of Esther’s best-known characteristic might be the fact 
that it’s the only Bible book that doesn’t mention God. But its more 
useful characteristic pertains to the title character’s character and 

the personal strength she expresses. 

The story centers on the intersection of her identity as a Jew and her role as queen. Thanks to the nefarious 
intentions of a palace leader, the life of every Jew in the kingdom is at risk. Esther’s cousin confronts her with 
reality that the destiny of her people may well depend on whether she’s willing risk her own life in order to 
inform the king of the sinister plan.

Esther is a tense, dramatic, and ultimately inspiring short story, one that won’t take you long to read, but 
whose poignancy and power will stay with you long after you finish.

notice ESTHER 4.14
If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place, but 
you and your relatives will die. Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?"  

sunday group launches old testament study
Our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group has officially launched its review of around 140 Old Testament 
passages in search of their contribution to the group’s pursuit of an answer to the question, was 
Jesus God? You might think the answer to that question is obvious, but as the group’s 108 
session review of the New Testament made clear, the issue is multi-dimensional and not 
quickly or simply addressed. 

The Old Testament, of course, makes no explicit references to Jesus, so it’s up to readers 
to search for allusions to him and/or the ministry he came to complete. If the group’s first 
hour in the Old Testament was any indication, the forthcoming discussions are going to be 
riveting, challenging, and as is true about most every group session, fun. 

The group welcomed a new participant last week and hopes to receive others. So this is a great time to 
connect. You’ll praise God that you did!
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bike rides resume
Over the years we’ve occasionally organized recreational-style fair weather bike rides for those interested in 
good company, fresh air, and the challenge of area bike paths. We’re about to launch another set of rides. 
Beginning April 30, we invite you and yours to join us on Saturday mornings at 10:00 a.m. Where? The 
first ride will start from the Celebration River Cruises area and head one way or the other, depending on the 
group’s consensus. Future rides will cover other bike paths in the area. 

What about possible cancellations due to inclement weather or other circumstances? We hope all potential 
riders will have cell phones to simplify notifications of any schedule changes. At the moment, Bill Coley plans 
to be on his bike at the next ride’s starting point every Saturday. He’d love to ride in your company.

don’t forget the breakfast potluck on May 1
On Easter Sunday we experienced the successful return of breakfast potlucks to our life together. Now it’s 
important for us to remind you that the Easter Sunday meal was a special event, and not part of our regularly 
scheduled first-Sunday-of-the-month breakfasts. The first one of those meals takes place next weekend, on 
May 1 (9:00 a.m.). The “rules” for our potluck remain unchanged: Bring food to share if you can and want to. 
But if you can’t or don’t want to bring food, come anyway because God ALWAYS provides!
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worship center projector showing its age
In-person worshipers have surely noticed the recent-months’ decline in the quality of image projected onto 

the front screen by our projection unit, which is now more than 16 years old (a VERY 
good life for a projector!). In response to the slow motion failure of our current machine, 
we’re pursuing bids on a replacement. Unfortunately, changes in technology since we 
purchased our unit in 2005 mean we’ll have to purchase both a new projector and a 
new screen (current screen is “standard definition” - i.e. nearly square, like the TV 
sets of old - but screens for all new projectors must be high definition-ready - i.e. 
rectangular, like the widescreen TV sets of today). Once we understand more about 

the cost of replacement, we will decide whether to pursue a purchase, and if we make 
one, how best to pay for it. If we decide to replace the two units, we will likely ask our 

congregation to help us make the purchase via a fundraising campaign. We hope you will be open to God’s 
leading as you decide whether to partner with any purchase we make.

a reminder
On occasion I still practice the hand-to-thigh horse trot sound effect my dad taught me when I was kid. A 
rhythmic combination of flattened palm claps and slaps to the top of each thigh produces a sound that to my 
childhood ears sounded very much like a moving horse. As my Kentucky Derby dexterity improved, I was 
able to alter the pace of my fantasy horses over the expanse of a slow walk to a wild gallop. 

On a grocery run an hour or so ago, for some reason I thought about that sound and then paused, mid-aisle, 
to assure myself that I still had it in me. I did. The impromptu trot imitation delivered fond memories of my 
dad and where and from whom I had come.

After his resurrection, Jesus directed his disciples to be his witnesses in their communities, in the 
surrounding region, and beyond (Acts 1.8). Such witnessing meant telling people about him, certainly, but I 
think it also meant using his teaching and the Holy Spirit’s gifts. By the way they lived their lives and 
responded to the needs of others they were to be witnesses to the power and promise of faith, to the life-
changing, need-meeting authority a connection with him offered. He had told them that faith could move 
mountains and that the greatest commandments were to love God and others. In his physical absence, 
Jesus expected his disciples to take a moment occasionally to practice the love he had given them. FCCEM 
and every other congregation exists today because they practiced what he preached. 

In this post-Easter Sunday season, remember that you have been given new life, and then go live it. Your 
willingness to do so will create fond memories of where and from whom you have come.

celebrating rich hakanson
We’re sad to announce the death of Rich Hakanson, who died on April 2. A celebration of his life was held on 
April 9.

Rich was a deeply passionate man - strong of opinions, stronger yet in his commitment to his wife, Barb. He 
spoke with authentic emotion about the challenges and opportunities of his life. He believed in the American 
dream and defended his vision of it at every possible occasion. IN OTHER WORDS, in the wonderful 
language of the obituary his family created: “Richard was funny, long-
winded, opinionated, stubborn, tough, and sometimes down right 
cantankerous.”

Rich was an obvious personality, someone who left his mark wherever he 
went, including on our church. We pray God’s blessings upon Barb and 
the rest of Rich’s family.
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sunday group bible study grows again
We’re excited to report that our Sunday morning Bible study group has welcomed eight or 
more people to its table on consecutive Sundays for the first time since the launch in July 
2019 of its study of the question, is Jesus God? Those two Sundays also reflect the first 
time since April 2014 that the group has enjoyed that many people on consecutive Sundays 
for ANY of its studies. Praise God!
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presenting this year’s easter season donations
Every Christmas and Easter season we invite people to make financial donations to our 
church in honor and/or memory of the people of their lives. We express our gratitude to this 
year’s donors and offer to you the following list of their names and the people to whom their 
gifts bear witness: 

Easter Season Donations 2022
DONORS THOSE HONORED/REMEMBERED

Angie Jones
My beloved late husband, Jerry Jones
My precious friend, Rhonda McClintock

Jackie Hume
Ruby & Charles Stoneburg
Elaine & Ivan Tank
Bill Hume

Jim Ledbetter
Shelby, Ashlie Ledbetter Noelle Ledbetter

Shari & Bill Coley
Shari’s parents, Nancy Mee; Don Mee
Bill’s late nephew, Casey Bartlett

Beth Fredrickson Bob Fredrickson

Marsha & Jim Jones
and Family

Our family and friends who have passed
In loving memory!

Bob Burkeybile
Linda Burkeybile, whom I was blessed 
with for over fifty years by the God that 
makes all things possible.
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