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spring has sprung!
...well, perhaps. It depends on when you read these words. But nevertheless, it’s close! As is Easter and the 
new life the resurrection delivers to our lives. May this issue of UP2DATE help you discover new life in the 
ministries of FCCEM.

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.
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new video series coming soon
In the first months of the COVID pandemic back in 2020, Bill Coley created an 
18 part video series called “An Encouraging Word,” which is still available in the 
media section of the church’s website. Bill has decided to create another series 
for our Lenten spiritual journeys. Called “21 Moments,” the series of brief 
reflections will examine moments from Jesus’ earthly life and draw from them 
important lessons for our daily living. The series will debut on our website and 
YouTube on Ash Wednesday, March 2. New “Moments” will appear on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays through Good Friday, and the series will 
conclude on Easter Sunday, April 17. We invite you to tune in and invite others 
to find the series for themselves.

easter will bring new...familiar... life to our worship
We praise God that due to success in our nation’s and community’s fight against the 
COVID pandemic, on Easter Sunday this year (April 17) we plan to resume a few 
pieces of our “normal” Sunday morning practices. 

9:00 a.m. -  An Easter Breakfast Potluck: An uninterrupted nine year run of monthly 
breakfast potlucks ended in April 2020 due to the virus. We were able to hold a couple 
of events in 2021, but for the most part, the buffet line has been empty for the last two 
years. We invite you to join us on Easter Sunday, April 17, for the first of what we pray 
will be another long string of meals (beginning in May, breakfast potlucks will return to 
the first Sunday of each month, 9:00 a.m. Our Sunday group Bible study will move to 
8:00am on breakfast days). Our potluck rule is simple: Bring (breakfast-friendly) 
food to share if you can. But if you can’t (or don’t want to) bring food, come anyway! 
From decades of potluck experience we know that God ALWAYS provides.

10:00 a.m. - Coffee & Conversation: Last Sunday we resumed our practice of providing coffee and goodies 
to worshipers for their enjoyment during the half-hour before worship, a service we’re providing solely by the 
generosity of volunteers. If you’d like to join the team - either to make the coffee, provide the goodies, or both 
- sign up at Mission Central. We have the coffee maker. As needed, people will buy cans of coffee. And you 
decide what goodies to bring (store bought is fine) Plan for 15 people.  [NOTE: Since we’re worshiping in 
fellowship hall, we welcome you to enjoy coffee and snacks at your table during the service.]

10:30 a.m. - Live singing: It’s been WAY too long since we believed it was safe to sing during worship. That 
will change on Easter Sunday. We hope you’ll join us (those who join us by phone will not be able to have the 
same musical experience as in-person worshipers; sorry!)

new video series accompanies us to easter
In the opening months of the COVID pandemic back in 2020, Bill Coley produced an eighteen part video 
series called “An Encouraging Word” whose objective was to offer hope and encouragement during very 
difficult times. Bill is currently creating and posting a new video series with a different mission, but similar 
results. Both series are available at our church’s website.

“21 Moments” looks at 21 incidents, events, or “moments” in Jesus’ life in search of hope and directions as 
in faith we move toward the cross and the tomb that lead, of course, to the 
resurrection of Easter. We believe the “moments” discussed in these eight-to-ten 
minute videos offer helpful guidance for your faith life.

As of this week, eight of the series’ 21 planned episodes are available in the “In the 
Spotlight” section of the church’s website. New episodes will be added on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays through April 15, with a concluding episode added on 
Easter Sunday, April 17. We encourage you to take a moment to view “21 
Moments.”



FCCEM
First Christian Church

East Moline, Illinois
A small church doing BIG things

about our finances
God continues to provide for our church: through special gifts such as the one you’ll read about below, 
through surprise gifts from unexpected sources, but primarily through the people who call FCCEM their 
home. We praise God from whom ALL blessings flow!

Karen Lavalle is our new board secretary
During its March meeting, our board elected Karen Lavalle to serve as board secretary for the remainder of 
2022. Karen will succeed Noelle Ledbetter, who died in late January. We praise God for Karen’s willingness 
to respond to the board’s need and welcome her to that leadership position. 

easter season gifts are occasions of testimony and witness
Every Christmas and Easter season we offer an opportunity to remember and honor the people of our lives, 
both in memory of those who have died and in appreciation for those still among us. With Easter Sunday 
about a month away, it’s time for this year’s Easter season donations.

Financial gifts provided through these over-and-above regular donations to the church will support FCCEM’s 
general ministries (i.e. the budgeted ones). If you wish to offer a donation, please complete and detach the 
form below, making sure to write the requested information legibly. Then include the form with your gift 
(checks made out to FCCEM). In the April issue of UP2DATE and at the Mission Central table beginning 
Easter Sunday we will publish a list of donors and the people their gifts honor.
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another Abderhalden gift blesses our church
Once again we have received a generous financial gift from Joyce Abderhalden. Joyce 
was active in our church for decades before moving away from the Quad Cities in the early 
1990's. Though she changed area codes, she never lost her affection and support for our 
church and ministries. With this latest $10,000 gift, Joyce reminds us of God’s provision for 
our church, and the good that can come when we share our abundance with the Body of 
Christ. Thank you, Joyce. Praise God, FCCEM!

a change in our masking policy
Early on in the COVID pandemic, we committed our church to compliance with the 
public health guidance from the CDC and the state of Illinois when it came to mask 
wearing and other interactions with the public inside our building. Because the state’s 
and the CDC’s mask recommendations recently changed, we have returned to a 
mask-optional policy for people who are fully vaccinated. All persons are 
ALWAYS welcome to mask when in our building, but until further notice (no earlier 
than the year 2167, we pray!) fully vaccinated persons do not have to mask up.

Your Name _______________________________

Whom you wish to honor/remember __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Return with your gift by April 15

Please write/print legibly!
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What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

what’s inside EZRA, NEHEMIAH?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

One of the seminal moments in Israel’s Old Testament history was 
the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem about 600 years before 
the time of Jesus. Most of the city’s population was taken captive to 

a place called Babylon, and the temple (and much of the city) lay in ruins until the end of that exile 70 years 
later when the Persians conquered the Babylonians and allowed the exiles to return home to rebuild their 
temple. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell some of the story of that chapter in Israel’s history.

Scholars debate whether the two books were originally together as one book, and/or perhaps part of what we 
call 1 & 2 Chronicles. Whatever their literary history, Ezra and Nehemiah testify to the power of faith in 
troubled times (the 70 year exile in Babylon), and to the strength of faithful communities (e.g. see 
Nehemiah’s organization of teams to rebuild the wall around Jerusalem as reported in Nehemiah 3).

If those returned exiles rebuilt a temple and a city, what can we rebuild at FCCEM now that we’re slowly 
returning from our COVID exile?

notice NEHEMIAH 8.9-10
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were interpreting for the 
people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a day as this! For today is a sacred day before the LORD 
your God.” For the people had all been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 
10 And Nehemiah continued, “Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods and sweet drinks, and share gifts of 
food with people who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don’t be dejected and 
sad, for the joy of the LORD is your strength!”

a note about worship over the last two years
The COVID pandemic is now more than two years old. We first felt its impact on our Sunday worship 
schedule when we cancelled in-person worship for March 22, 2020. After a six Sunday hiatus during which 
we held no form of Sunday worship, we launched a phone-in only experience on May 3, 2020, then returned 
in-person worship to the options on July 12. All totaled, since the March 2020 shutdown we’ve held 98 
Sunday morning worship experiences – of which 14 were phone-in only and 84 were accessible either by 
phone or in-person.

We celebrate every Sunday of every person’s participation in our worship life, but we take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the leadership by example of the people who have joined us for worship the most often since 
the pandemic’s onset (NOTE: By editor’s decree, Bill and Shari Coley were not eligible for these mentions):

IN-PERSON WORSHIP: Tom Yeater 
PHONE-IN WORSHIP: Deb Langley 
IN-PERSON + PHONE-IN: Marsha Jones

page 3

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2022March



FCCEM
First Christian Church

East Moline, Illinois
A small church doing BIG things

a reminder
Have you ever noticed that movies and TV shows report only brief snippets of conversations? In some 
instances we hear as few as a couple of lines from a couple of characters before the scene moves to another 
location and other characters, or perhaps a few new lines from one or more of the same characters who 
have relocated to a different setting. We rarely hear small talk. No “How’s the family?” or “Sure is humid 
today, isn’t it?” We hear what writers and directors think we need to hear to stay connected to the storyline, 
and not much else.

The same is true in what Gospel writers tell us about Jesus. We get highlights, not all lights. We’re allowed 
access to no more than a tiny percentage of his interactions with people over the three years of his ministry, 
and only one event between his birth and baptism - his temporary separation from family when at age 12 he 
stayed behind to spend time in a Jerusalem temple.

I wonder what those movie and TV characters said to each other in the moments before and after the 
cameras allowed us to listen in. And I wonder what ELSE Jesus said to people. What wisdom he offered, 
what insight from heaven he delivered, what encouragement he provided. I wonder what he said to his 
disciples when he wasn’t saying the stuff we read in the Gospels. 

We can’t know what he said, of course, but we can know it was important. Every word, every encounter 
Jesus had with people mattered, whether recorded for eternity in Scripture or not. And my reminder to you 
this month is that every moment of your life matters. Every conversation. Every chance encounter. Every 
decision. Note, I’m not saying that all moments of your life are equally important. I’m only saying every 
moment matters.

Centuries from now, few if any of us will be remembered by the history books. But in movies, TV shows, and 
everyday street corners there will be people who will display some small remnant of the impact we had in our 
lives. The one who lived 2,000 years ago lives in us today. May we live today and every day in his name to 
make a difference that will last long after we’ve joined him in glory.

three building maintenance matters
1) During its March meeting, our general board decided to continue to hold Sunday worship in fellowship 
hall until our finances strengthen, despite the arrival of spring. Fellowship hall is an accessible multi-purpose 
area that is less expensive to heat in the winter, but also less expensive to cool in the summer. We all long 
for our return to the upper level’s worship center, but the time for such a return has not yet arrived.

2) One issue with fellowship hall that the board decided at least to investigate has to do with the room’s 
air conditioner. In previous UP2DATE issues we’ve noted challenges with a switch which we thought was 
the cause of furnace problems. Currently, we have to run the unit’s fan constantly beginning Saturday to 
make sure the heat’s on for Sunday. As the seasons change, the issue will be that room’s quite aged AC unit, 
which works correctly only rarely, at best. We’re pursuing bids on a replacement unit and will report back as 
developments merit.

3) We recently discovered that a section of the ceiling in the closet located in the Memorial Room (on 
the building’s upper level) has fallen, the victim of an apparent leak - perhaps recent, perhaps some time ago 
- in the flat roof above it. We’re reaching out to the company that in September 2018 installed the roof’s 
current surface. We expect an inspection will reveal the source and extent of the damage and propose 
options for our consideration. We will keep you apprised.
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