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once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we 
invited you to 
consider a new 
form of 
connect
ion, 
called 
“The 
Once-
a-
Month 
Gang,” 
in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on our sense of community. We offer the 
invitation to you again this month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

your attention please
We’re pleased to offer you another reminder of the mission and ministry of First Christian Church of East 
Moline. Please find notice of said church in the following pages, and then, we pray, find your place in said 
mission and ministry,

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.
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ash wednesday experience will launch lenten season
The Christians calendar includes two periods of preparation: one, called “Advent,” in 
advance of the Christmas season, and the other, called “Lent,” in advance of the Easter 
season. The season of Lent officially begins with “Ash Wednesday,” traditionally a time to 
be reminded of the sacrifice Jesus made for us on the cross (so the ashes some 
Christian traditions apply to foreheads in the shape of a cross), and to invite us into 
several weeks of reflection as we move toward the crucifixion and resurrection.

We will hold an Ash Wednesday experience via our conference call service on 
Wednesday, March 2, beginning at 7:00 p.m. Over a 15-20 minute period, we will 
pray for the spiritual journeys of the people of our congregation, of our brother and sister 
churches in the QCs and around the world, and for insight, candor, and grace as we 
commit ourselves anew to a journey to the cross.

To reach our conference call service, take these three simple steps:

1. Call 309-306-0038.

2. During or after the service’s recorded request for an access code, enter 964600.

3. During or after the recorded greeting from FCCEM, press the * key on your phone.

That’s it! You’ll then be on the call.

new video series coming soon
In the first months of the COVID pandemic back in 2020, Bill Coley created an 
18 part video series called “An Encouraging Word,” which is still available in the 
media section of the church’s website. Bill has decided to create another series 
for our Lenten spiritual journeys. Called “21 Moments,” the series of brief 
reflections will examine moments from Jesus’ earthly life and draw from them 
important lessons for our daily living. The series will debut on our website and 
YouTube on Ash Wednesday, March 2. New “Moments” will appear on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays through Good Friday, and the series will 
conclude on Easter Sunday, April 17. We invite you to tune in and invite others 
to find the series for themselves.

DST Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 13
Remember to adjust your clocks accordingly
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re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (February 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

about our finances
For churches our size, every season is a challenge, but the season of winter - a COVID winter, in fact - when 
some people are unavoidably more isolated from our grounds and facilities than usual, the challenge to our 
finances becomes even greater. We are forever grateful to the many households who have remained faithful 
in their giving throughout the pandemic. We are always in prayer that their faithfulness with partner with 
many others’ as we weather the weather, partner with our community, nation, and world to overcome the 
virus, and meet the financial challenges that are always in front of us.
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envelopes and financial statements available
Most people have received the word by now, but in case you missed it, we have 
mailed out or made available at Mission Central year 2021 financial statements for 
every person who contributed to our ministry last year. If you donated but have not 
received a statement, please contact the church office and we’ll get yours out to you 
ASAP.

In addition, offering envelopes for every donating household are available at what’s 
serving as our Mission Central table in fellowship hall. If you haven’t collected your 
envelopes yet, you can do so on any Sunday or contact the church office to arrange 
your pick-up or our drop-off of your box to you. 

support the generations mission fund
Since 1995, our Sunday groups have donated to and spent from a mission fund whose purpose was to 
support causes - congregational, community, and global - beyond themselves. In the span of that time, the 
Generations Mission Fund (originally called the “Horizons Mission Fund”) has donated more than $17,000 to 
our church, to local and area concerns, and to ministries that meet needs in other parts of the globe. Around 
FCCEM, the Fund has purchased 7th St banners, an overhead projector and screen, and the Trunk or Treat 

tree trunk, and has made several general fund donations. Since 
2006, the fund has supported three children - one at a time - 
through the Christian relief ministry called Compassion, currently 
to the tune of $38/month.

Sunday group members donate to this mission fund over and 
above what they donate to what we call our church school or Sunday school offering. So when the pandemic 
struck two years ago and cut attendance by more than half, the fund suffered as well. We use this article to 
invite you to support the Generations Mission Fund - whether regularly or by a one-time gift. 100% of your 
gift will support ministry real ministry. You can make your donation in person on Sunday, online, or by mail 
(use memo line in check to identify “Generations Mission Fund”).

worship attendance improvement deserves a note
In the midst of the cold and drear of another winter season, it’s a blessing to deliver good news whenever 
possible. So here’s a bit: In the last two Sundays of January and the first Sunday in February, we welcomed 
20 or more people to our Sunday worship - in-person and phone-in combined - for three consecutive weeks 
for the first time in nearly three years (mid-April 2019 was the last time we did so). Of course, such an 
outcome is not, in absolute terms, anything to brag about. But for us and our setting, it’s an accomplishment 
for which we invite you to join our praise and thanks to God.
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What’s Inside?
what’s inside 1&2 CHRONICLES?

This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

If you’ve read 1&2 Samuel and 1&2 Kings, you’ve got a serious 
head start on the Chronicles, because after its first nine chapters of 
genealogy and other forms of identification, Chronicles parrots 

much of the content of those other books. That’s not a bad thing! Such repetition gives us a chance to 
refresh our recollection of the leadership - both good and bad - that Israel and then Judah, among the 
divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah, experienced over several hundred years. The focus of 1 Chronicles is 
King David (of David and Goliath fame). The focus of 2 Chronicles is at first David’s son and successor 
Solomon, and then the line of Solomon’s successors, with most of the focus in the book paid to the kings of 
the southern kingdom known as Judah. 

The story found in 2 Chronicles 18.9-27 of the prophet Micaiah’s word jointly to the kings of Israel and Judah 
who ask whether they will be successful in their proposed military excursion, has an element of grand humor. 
It’s worth a look.

READING TIP: The first nine chapters of 1 Chronicles are VERY challenging/tedious/boring to read, and the 
payoff for slogging your way through them is minimal. Skip ‘em!

Introductions to Bible books

notice 2 CHRONICLES 18.17
“Didn’t I tell you?” the king of Israel exclaimed to Jehoshaphat. “He never prophesies anything but trouble for 
me.” 

sunday group launches old testament study
Our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group has officially launched its review of around 140 Old Testament 
passages in search of their contribution to the group’s pursuit of an answer to the question, was 
Jesus God? You might think the answer to that question is obvious, but as the group’s 108 
session review of the New Testament made clear, the issue is multi-dimensional and not 
quickly or simply addressed. 

The Old Testament, of course, makes no explicit references to Jesus, so it’s up to readers 
to search for allusions to him and/or the ministry he came to complete. If the group’s first 
hour in the Old Testament was any indication, the forthcoming discussions are going to be 
riveting, challenging, and as is true about most every group session, fun. 

The group welcomed a new participant last week and hopes to receive others. So this is a great time to 
connect. You’ll praise God that you did!

the sound of worship improves... at least for some
A word of encouragement to our phone-in worshipers: There’s something about the 
construction of fellowship hall (we *think* it’s metal in the ceiling) that makes it 
difficult for some, including Bill Coley, to maintain a strong cell phone signal while in 
the room. That’s a problem when, as Bill does, you use your phone to broadcast the 
audio of our Sunday worship via our conference call service. Fortunately, we believe 
we have found a workaround to most of the audio issues. Bill now leaves his phone 
in the lower level hallway, about 20 feet from the fellowship hall entrance, and the 
result is a MUCH improved signal. On the recordings we make of the worship we can 
still hear an occasional brief signal breakup, but overall, the situation has improved 
significantly. Thanks to every Sunday morning caller for your patience as we have 
searched for an affordable solution.
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worship center projector showing its age
In-person worshipers have surely noticed the recent-months’ decline in the quality of image projected onto 

the front screen by our projection unit, which is now more than 16 years old (a VERY 
good life for a projector!). In response to the slow motion failure of our current machine, 
we’re pursuing bids on a replacement. Unfortunately, changes in technology since we 
purchased our unit in 2005 mean we’ll have to purchase both a new projector and a 
new screen (current screen is “standard definition” - i.e. nearly square, like the TV 
sets of old - but screens for all new projectors must be high definition-ready - i.e. 
rectangular, like the widescreen TV sets of today). Once we understand more about 

the cost of replacement, we will decide whether to pursue a purchase, and if we make 
one, how best to pay for it. If we decide to replace the two units, we will likely ask our 

congregation to help us make the purchase via a fundraising campaign. We hope you will be open to God’s 
leading as you decide whether to partner with any purchase we make.

a reminder
I’m not a “gym rat” or an exercise fanatic, but I do enjoy working out, and have developed a satisfying pattern 
of evening sessions, both cardio (heart and lung function) and strength training.

I discovered an interest in cardiovascular workouts when as a freshman at Iowa I took a class in jogging, 
which launched me into more than two decades of running. The running stopped when my knees raised 
objections I could not overrule, so I turned to walking on a treadmill, a practice that lasted 15 or 16 years, 
until mid-2020 when a blown motor led me to the elliptical machine I’ve used faithfully more than three hours 
a week since.

In December 2020 I added strength training to my exercise regimen. I’ve not enjoyed that piece of the puzzle 
as much as the cardio, but I’ve stuck with it... for the most part.

This month’s reminder is not about my exercise routines, as riveting as I’m sure they must be. Instead this 
one’s about our spiritual practices and how easy it can be to get away from them.

I used the word “faithfully” to describe my use of the elliptical intentionally. Not as self-congratulation, but as 
a bridge to the focus of this piece. I AM loyal to my routines, but just last week, I missed one night, then the 
night after that, and the night after that. Before I knew it, I had missed three nights in a row and four of the 
last five. 

Fortunately, I’m back on schedule now, but it was SO easy to get off track. Just as it’s SO easy to get off 
track in our spiritual lives: prayer, Bible reading, Sunday worship, etc. If you’re “off track” in that dimension of 
your life, know that I get it; I get off track too. But you CAN get back on schedule, and the upcoming season 
of Lent would be a great time to do so. I’d be blessed to hear about the ways you exercise your heart... for 
God.

celebrating noelle ledbetter
Noelle Ledbetter cared deeply about the people and causes of her life. Her family - Jim, Shelby, and Ashlie, 
in particular - her church family, the ministries of her church such as Helmets of Hope, Operation Christmas 
Child and our meal site ministry, the interests of her daughters - shooting sports and 4H, to name two - and 
her home’s canine citizenry, which included a dog named “Peanut Butter.” As a result of the depth of Noelle’s 
care, we who knew her grew to love and care deeply about her. As a result, we were all stunned into silence 
when we heard the news of her death on January 30.

We hosted a celebration of her life at the church last Saturday, a service 
whose good intentions and authentic but broken heart were obvious in the 
tear- and laughter-draped faces of its participants. People in their mid 50's 
are “supposed” to have at least a couple of decades of life ahead of them, 
so Noelle’s death at age 55 has been all the more difficult to process. If 
you’ve walked through a fog since you heard the news, please know that 
you are not alone. But neither are you alone in your thanks to God for 
Noelle’s many contributions to our ministry. We were a better church because of her. 

Join our prayers and other expressions of love for Jim, Shelby, and Ashlie. Now that the rush and busy-ness 
of the period immediately after her death have passed, they will need our support more than ever. And may 
that support continue with this praise to God for the life... and now eternal life... of Noelle Ledbetter.
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