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once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we 
invited you to 
consider a new 
form of 
connect
ion, 
called 
“The 
Once-
a-
Month 
Gang,” 
in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on our sense of community. We offer the 
invitation to you again this month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

it’s time to get busy... with hope and joy
No need and no time for a lengthy introduction to this month’s issue: Too much going on! Enjoy!

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.

In-person worship returns to fellowship hall for the winter
To save on heating costs, we’re moving our worship back to fellowship hall for the winter season. We all 
agree that the worship center is the best place for us to gather for worship, but the combination of our small 
in-person worship attendance, the worship center’s large space and high ceiling, and expected rises in 
natural gas prices has convinced us that a seasonal move to the lower level reflects the best stewardship of 
our resources. We invite you to join us for worship in fellowship hall, where we’ll implement our COVID safety 
protocols such as social distancing, mask wearing, and a hand sanitizing station. Help us warm up the place 
with your faith and support for the people and ministries of your church.  [FYI, we considered moving worship 
to the Memorial Room, also on the upper level, but that space is too small given our COVID protocols.]
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Thanksgiving food baskets to be delivered Friday
We praise God for the recommendations received over the last couple of weeks for recipients of the food 
baskets we’ll deliver on Friday of this week. In total, we will provide baskets to seven households, each one 
the product of someone’s or some group’s recommendation. Thanks to those who made the 
recommendations, as well as to those who donated financially to our Thanksgiving basket ministry this year. 
And thanks to Marsha Jones and Noelle Ledbetter for their leadership.

ring a bell for the Salvation Army on December 18
There are a couple of half-hour blocks remaining of the four we have reserved (two hours total) for our 
participation in the Salvation Army’s Red Kettle Campaign 2021. We’ll ring at the Moline Wal Mart from 10-
2pm on December 18. If you’re interested, sign up at Mission Central or contact the church office. If we 
receive enough interest, we will reserve additional time for our team’s ringing.

Thanksgiving potluck feast this weekend!
Every year... except last year... we gather for a potluck feast on the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day. The 
purposes of the meal are simple and obvious: to remind us that we’re a church family - that we belong to 
each other - a reminder we very much need in these challenging times; to remind us of 
the place of thanksgiving in our lives of faith; and to enjoy a great meal with people we 
care about and who care about us.

After last year’s necessary cancellation, our Thanksgiving potluck feast is back this 
year and it happens this Sunday, November 21, immediately following worship in 
fellowship hall.

We have one long-established rule when it comes to potluck meals: Bring food to 
share if you can and want to. But if you can’t or don’t want to bring food, 
COME ANYWAY! God ALWAYS provides. That rule is not some throw-away line 
we hand out in hopes of increasing meal attendance; it’s a declaration of our trust 
in God’s provision, a declaration that has NEVER failed us.
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re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

about our finances
Economic turmoil has invaded many places in the modern world, including in churches. Hence, we provide 
this simple reminder that we are a small church doing BIG things because God does something BIG through 
your financial participation in our ministry. Praise God. Thank you.

an Operation Christmas Child update
Our fourth year as an Operation Christmas Child drop-off location is going well. As we distribute this issue of 
UP2DATE, we’ve completed the first three of the week’s eight days, during which we’ve welcomed 9 
donors and a total of 412 shoe boxes, which improves upon the 362 boxes we received from 11 donors in 
the first three days of last year’s collection.

As expected, we’ve been blessed by the volunteers we’ve needed to assure the smooth running of our 
location. Our thanks to Tom Yeater, David Lenart, and Marsha Jones, who have joined Bill Coley in our 
welcome and car-side collection of donations, allowing donors to remain with their vehicles if they choose 
while our team unloads boxes and takes them inside for processing.

We call ourselves “a small church doing BIG things.” Our ability to 
serve well as one of three Illinois Quad Cities’ drop-off locations is a 
reminder of the truth of our claim and the awesomeness of our God.

help us pack boxes this Saturday 
Our Operation Christmas Child involvement dates back well before we 
became a drop-off location in 2018. For more than fifteen years we’ve 
conducted an annual collection of completed shoe boxes and/or toys 
and personal items from which we made boxes. This year’s packing 
party, which we expect will result in 200 or more boxes, will take place 
this Saturday, November 20, beginning at 6:00 p.m. in fellowship 
hall.

We have received from Word of Life Church in Rock Island an enormous collection of items that party 
participants will use to create boxes. So if you haven’t had the time or the capacity to purchase shoe box 
items of your own this year, DON’T WORRY(!) and come help us pack boxes.

Because we’re holding our Thanksgiving potluck the next morning, for the packing party we’re welcoming 
you to bring snacks, appetizers, or finger food, but don’t think twice if you don’t. We’ll have our hands full 
creating boxes and praising God for your help.
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two Christmas season collections to help others
COLLECTION 1: During the month of December we'll collect clothing and other items useful to newborns 
and their families as served by Pregnancy Resources. Here's the list of recommendation donations: 
terrycloth & blanket sleepers (newborn to 18 months); cloth diapers; diaper pins; undershirts or onesies; 
outfits; sweaters; hooded bath towels; changing pads; baby wipes; disposable diapers; plastic pants; 
blankets & receiving blankets; new bottles & pacifiers; bibs; socks & booties; toys. Place your donated items 
in the crib we’ll place in fellowship hall.

COLLECTION 2: We'll also collect winter wear this year: Coats, hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, anything that 
people can wear to adapt to the elements of the season soon upon us. A tree to receive your donations of 
THOSE items will be up and open during December, also in fellowship hall.
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what’s inside RUTH?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Ruth is a short Bible book - in fact, its length precludes it from being 
called anything other than a short story - but it’s a powerful short 
story about love and loyalty and the meaning of family.

A woman named Naomi, an Israelite, suffers indescribable loss when her husband and two sons die, leaving 
her and two daughters in-law in Moab, the country to which Naomi and family had moved to escape a famine 
in their own land. Naomi learns of improved conditions back home, so she informs of her daughters in-law of 
her intention to return there and frees them from their responsibilities to her. One of the young women 
tearfully accepts the offer and stays in Moab, her home. Ruth, the other daughter in-law, refuses to leave 
Naomi’s side. 

They return to Judah to start a new life and the result, after a poignant and dramatic series of events, is the 
birth of a child named Obed, who grew up to be the father of Jesse, who grew to be the father of David, who 
became king and launched the family line that culminated in the birth of Jesus. Some kind of story, especially 
at this time of year.

What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

a Christmas Eve prayer service
This year we’ll hold a Christmas Eve prayer service in which we’ll lift up our families, our neighborhoods, our 
friends, our church, our states, our nation, our world, and each other in prayer as we give thanks to God for 
the greatest gift ever provided, the Christ Child named Jesus. 

The service will last fifteen minutes and be held via our conference call service, so you won’t have to make a 
trip to the church. We’ll start at 10:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve, December 24. To access the conference 
call service, call 309-306-0038. During or after the service’s recorded greeting, enter our six digit code: 
964600. Then during the recorded greeting from FCCEM, press the * key. That’s it. You’ll be on the call.

notice Ruth 1.16-17
[Ruth speaking to Naomi] “Don't ask me to leave you and turn back. Wherever you go, I will go; 
wherever you live, I will live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Wherever you 
die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish me severely if I allow anything but death 
to separate us!" 
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worship center projector showing its age
In-person worshipers have surely noticed the recent-months’ decline in the quality of image projected onto 

the front screen by our projection unit, which is now more than 16 years old (a VERY 
good life for a projector!). In response to the slow motion failure of our current machine, 
we’re pursuing bids on a replacement. Unfortunately, changes in technology since we 
purchased our unit in 2005 mean we’ll have to purchase both a new projector and a 
new screen (current screen is “standard definition” - i.e. nearly square, like the TV 
sets of old - but screens for all new projectors must be high definition-ready - i.e. 
rectangular, like the widescreen TV sets of today). Once we understand more about 

the cost of replacement, we will decide whether to pursue a purchase, and if we make 
one, how best to pay for it. If we decide to replace the two units, we will likely ask our 

congregation to help us make the purchase via a fundraising campaign. We hope you will be open to God’s 
leading as you decide whether to partner with any purchase we make.
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vote by mail coming for congregational election
Another victim of last year’s first year of the COVID pandemic was our annual congregational meeting, 
usually held on the third Sunday of December. In response to the great challenges of the end of 2020, our 
board decided to carry over to this year the budget and lay leadership group from last year. Because we’re in 
a better - though clearly not perfect - place this year, we will hold our meeting on Sunday, December 19... 
with a significant alteration to adjust for these difficult times.

We will hold the meeting immediately following worship on the 19th. The last part of the meeting will be the 
casting of ballots both on the 2022 budget that the general board will recommend and on the slate of board 
members, trustees, and financial officers nominated to serve in those positions in 2022. Who votes in such 
elections? All “official” members of the church (people who have formally joined FCCEM through baptism or 
transfer of membership from other congregations). Voting has always been in-person only, but this year our 
board has decided to open voting to church members who can’t make it to the building due to their own 
COVID safety protocols. Here’s the process we’ll use: 

  — All members who attend the meeting in person will be offered a ballot.

 — All members who want to vote but don’t expect to be able to make it to the building in-person will                      
be sent a ballot by postal mail on Thursday, December 9, which will include the proposed budget and slate of 
nominees, along with an envelope pre-addressed to the church. BUT WE WILL SEND BALLOTS ONLY TO 
MEMBERS WHO REQUEST ONE. All mailed ballots must be back to the church no later than Friday, 
December 17. No ballot received after the 17th will be counted. You may request a ballot by calling the 
church office, contacting Marsha Jones (current board moderator), or by sending an email to 
office@fccem.org. 

 — We will protect the confidentiality of all returned ballots by stamping the church’s address also in 
the return address area of the envelope we provide. Only ballots returned in said envelopes will be counted.

So if you are an FCCEM member and want to vote in next month’s election, please submit a request to the 
church office by Wednesday, December 8.

here comes our Christmas season offering
Again this year we invite you to support the ministries of your church through a gift that honors, remembers, 
and celebrates the people of your life. We welcome a Christmas season offering every year at this time, and 
then publish the names of donors and those they remembered with their gifts in the December issue of 
UP2DATE, likely to be distributed on December 16 or 17. 

If you want to contribute to this year’s Christmas season offering, print out (digital recipients) or cut off (postal 
recipients) and complete the form below, then return it to the church with your gift. You may also make your 
gift through our website (fccem.org/donate).

Your Name _______________________________

Whom you wish to honor/remember __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Return with gift by December 12

mailto:office@fccem.org.
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Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM

a reminder
I take a lot of pictures. I’ve taken tens of thousands of pictures over the last seven years or so, all of them 
stored in digital form on a portable drive. If anything happened to that portable drive - say it dropped to the 
floor or a power surge fried its circuitry - I’d be out tens of thousands of potential memories and valuable 
evidence of the people and places of my life.

So a few months ago I purchased an additional portable drive on which I could store a backup copy of my 
tens of thousands of pictures. With the help of some computer software, every Sunday morning my PC 
makes a backup of any photos I added to my collection during the past seven days, meaning that I am 
protected against catastrophic loss should something happen to the drive on which the pictures are stored. 

I’m thankful for the backup solution I’ve implemented for my photos and other files. I feel more settled and 
secure knowing that I’m not likely to lose it all. In the Christmas season soon to arrive, we will celebrate 
God’s magnificent offer to us of a form of security in the Christ child, the one whose birth spoke in human 
form God’s eternal protection, protection so secure that we know we will never lose it all. It sometimes feels 
like it! But God doesn’t let go, always provides, and never surrenders to our fears and failures.

We’ve been through a lot in the last couple of years. Our families, communities, nation, and world have 
suffered painful losses and seemingly unending social and political disruption. None of the chaos has the last 
word, however. Of that we can be sure, because we’re protected. We’ve got the best possible backup. 
Happy thanksgiving.
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