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once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we 
invited you to 
consider a new 
form of 
connect
ion, 
called 
“The 
Once-
a-
Month 
Gang,” 
in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on our sense of community. We offer the 
invitation to you again this month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

some “holydays” are coming
We’re fast approaching a time of year in which we both create and experience festive, satisfying, and serving 
ministries. This month’s UP2DATE provides information about some, and hints about others. Soak it in and 
prepare to join us in the journey.

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.

join us for a workday this saturday
We have a lot of cleanup to complete around the church grounds this coming Saturday, October 23. We 
invite you to join us as we mow, remove weeds, and organize and clean up other areas. If working outside is 
not in your comfort zone, there are all kinds of valuable tasks to be completed inside the building such as 
vacuuming, dusting, and a general cleanup of just about any area(s) you choose. We’ll begin at 9:00 a.m. 
We invite you to stay for lunch that we’ll provide.

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2021October

“Trunk or Treat” returns to FCCEM
Last year was the first year in fourteen years that we didn’t conduct a “Trunk or Treat” ministry to welcome 
Halloween night guests to our grounds. The COVID-19 pandemic made such an event impossible, of course, 
so we have no regrets about last year’s cancellation. But the fact that we weren’t able to hold it last year 
makes all the sweeter the fact that we WILL hold it this year.

Trunk or Treat is the name that we and lots of churches and other groups give to a distribution of goodies to 
the kids who visit us on October 31. From 5-8pm on that day a team of us will staff tables on The Pointe to 
offer a welcome and give our guests a great experience. YOU can help make the resumption of Trunk or 
Treat a success: 

• Donate bag(s) of individually-wrapped candies (no homemade 
items, please). The more pieces we receive the better, since in recent 
years’ events we’ve handed out 4,000-5,000 pieces per night.

• Donate financially. We’ll buy the candy for you from whatever 
donation you make.

• Help hand out the treats. Sit at a picnic table and wait for the young 
ones to open their bags or sacks to you.

• Pray for success. God has ALWAYS provided for Trunk or Treat - to 
the point that it’s become the single most satisfying and people-
reaching event in our entire ministry - but it can only bless us for you to pray your support for our night.

There’s also a possibility that we’ll need some help setting up The Pointe with lights, etc, but at the moment, 
the timing of that setup has not been decided. Stay tuned!

Trunk
or

October 31
5:00–8:00 p.m.

Here’s your
invitation to fun!

Treat!

“pillars” sermon series begins sunday
We will launch a new sermon series this Sunday, October 24, that will look at five “Pillars” of the Christian 
faith. Not ALL of the pillars, of course, but five major ones that help define what it means to follow Jesus. We 
encourage you to join us live for worship, either in-person or by phone. And if you can’t be with us live, listen 
to the sermons from the “Sermons” page of the “Media” section of our church’s website (the latest Sunday 
sermon is usually posted within 48 hours of its worship service’s conclusion).
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re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

about our finances
Every year we face the challenge of talking about profound days and seasons such as Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in new ways. We face similar challenges when talking about the financial needs of our church. We 
pray that God will provide you with the insight to find your own new ways to describe - and respond to - our 
financial needs.

worship center projector has all but died
For months, in-person worshipers have noticed a gradual decline in the quality of the images projected to the 
screen. In the last couple of weeks, the deterioration has rendered the projector useless in our worship 
(which is not a surprise, given that the projector is more than 16 years old!). Because we’re not in a financial 
position to replace the system, it’s very likely that we’ll make no further use of a projector beginning, if not 
now, then within a few weeks. Please join us in praise to God for the extended life we received from the unit 
we installed in 2005, and pray for the time when we will be able to replace the unit.

it’s time to pack a shoe box... and a box carton!
For many years we’ve created and donated show boxes filled with age- and gender appropriate items for 
kids in developing nations in a ministry known as Operation Christmas Child (OCC). Each year, millions of 
boxes are donated, placed in cartons, and then shipped around the world to brighten lives and share the 
Gospel. We’ve been blessed every year of our involvement in the ministry.

This year, and for the fourth consecutive year, we’ll serve as an OCC drop-off location on the Illinois side of 
the river. In that capacity we’ll receive boxes created by other churches, groups, and individuals. We’ll 
account for the donations in a bit of paperwork, pack them in cartons, 
and then, at the end of the national collection week (November 15-22), 
and finally deliver the cartons to Coram Deo Bible Church in 
Davenport, which is drop-off central for the Quad Cities area.

YOU can contribute to our OCC ministry this year. Here are some 
ideas: 

• Fill up one or more boxes with items you purchase (dollar 
stores make GREAT shopping venues!). We have LOTS of 
“official” OCC boxes, so ask for as many as you need. For 
assistance with the items to include in your box, visit 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-
child/pack-a-shoe-box/.  For a more general overview of our 
OCC ministry, visit https://fccem.org/in-the-spotlight/occ2021, 
on our church’s website. If you don’t access the Internet, but want the suggestions the OCC site 
provides, check Mission Central beginning this Sunday or contact the church and we’ll send it to you by 
postal mail.

• Help us pack boxes at our packing party on November 20, at 6:00 p.m. We expect to create WELL 
in excess of 100 boxes this year, so we’ll be blessed by your involvement. We invite you to bring 
appetizers, hors d'oeuvres, or other portable snacks to share, if you can and are willing. 

• Donate financially to the shipping costs of our boxes. The recommended donation is $9/box, so 
every donation we receive will help.

• Pray for OCC, both at FCCEM and around the country and world.
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notice Judges 2.18-19
Whenever the LORD raised up a judge over Israel, he was with that judge and rescued the people from 
their enemies throughout the judge’s lifetime. For the LORD took pity on his people, who were burdened 
by oppression and suffering. But when the judge died, the people returned to their corrupt ways, 
behaving worse than those who had lived before them. They went after other gods, serving and 
worshiping them. And they refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways.

what’s inside JUDGES?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Before ancient Israel had kings, it employed more loosely 
constructed forms of leadership, one of which was the judges. In 
modern times, judges preside over trials, decide legal issues, and 

populate what we call the judiciary. In Israel, judges did some of that, but they had a more diverse job 
description: They were military as well as political leaders. The Old Testament book of Judges picks up the 
story of Israel’s development after Joshua’s death, a period which included the first judges.

The book teems with divine disappointment over Israel’s behavior. A series of chapters in the middle of the 
book lays out Israel’s repeated cycle of behavior: 1) Fall away from God and disobey God’s commands, often 
by worshiping idols; 2) Receive divine punishment, often in the form of other nations or militaries who would 
overrun and pillage their communities; 3) Receive God’s action on their behalf to free them from the effects 
of #2; 4) Repeat steps 1-3 again and again and again and again.

The book of Judges stars Deborah, the only female judge, Gideon, a military leader who asks God for signs, 
and Samson, whose interplay with Delilah is seriously funny, at least in one aspect.

The book of Judges is gripping, sometimes challenging history, but well worth your time.

What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

meal site ministry resumes
On October 15 we prepared and served the meal at a Churches United meal site location for the first time in 
well over a year. Praise God! Because the site hosted by Mt Zion Missionary Baptist Church in East Moline is 
still looking for a coordinator, on the 15th we served at Zion Lutheran Church in Davenport. 

COVID safety protocols moved the food service at Zion outdoors and the food into to-go containers placed in 
plastic grocery bags that people collected in brief visits. But the result was the same: FCCEM fed people!

Thanks to Noelle and Ashlie Ledbetter, who cooked, bagged, delivered, and, with a bit of help from a 
pastor named Bill, served the meal. We’re on schedule to serve again at Zion in December. If you want to 
help, we’d love to welcome you to the team. The church pays for the food. Our people prepare and/or serve 
the meal. Contact the church office or Noelle for more information.
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thanksgiving food basket ministry collection approaches
Another holiday season event that is changing a bit this year is our Thanksgiving basket ministry. In past 
years, we’ve received six household names and contact info from a local Christian ministry, then delivered a 
feast’s worth of Thanksgiving food items to those households. This year we want to get names of households 
from our congregation. 

If you know of a household whose current needs suggest that a Thanksgiving food basket would greatly 
bless them, pass the word to the church office. We’ll select up to six households from among those 
submitted to us (please do not inform the household(s) you recommend in case they’re not among the six to 
whom we provide a basket). If you have a household to recommend, please get the information to the 
church office by Sunday, November 7.

But you can participate in our Thanksgiving basket ministry in another way! We’ll collect financial donations 
in the lobby (from in-person worshipers), by postal mail (send to the church, check to FCCEM, memo 
line=”Thanksgiving Baskets”), or at the church’s website (https://fccem.org/donate; Thanksgiving baskets are 
the second item in the “Give to:” drop-down list). The deadline for donations is November 21.

worship center projector showing its age
In-person worshipers have surely noticed the recent-months’ decline in the quality of image projected onto 

the front screen by our projection unit, which is now more than 16 years old (a VERY 
good life for a projector!). In response to the slow motion failure of our current machine, 
we’re pursuing bids on a replacement. Unfortunately, changes in technology since we 
purchased our unit in 2005 mean we’ll have to purchase both a new projector and a 
new screen (current screen is “standard definition” - i.e. nearly square, like the TV 
sets of old - but screens for all new projectors must be high definition-ready - i.e. 
rectangular, like the widescreen TV sets of today). Once we understand more about 

the cost of replacement, we will decide whether to pursue a purchase, and if we make 
one, how best to pay for it. If we decide to replace the two units, we will likely ask our 

congregation to help us make the purchase via a fundraising campaign. We hope you will be open to God’s 
leading as you decide whether to partner with any purchase we make.
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welcome back to a thanksgiving tradition
Everything was different last year, wasn’t it? Everything including our annual Thanksgiving Sunday potluck 
feast, which we didn’t hold due to COVID-19 safety protocols. Well this year, the feast is back!

Because we have successfully resumed our monthly breakfast potlucks (on the first 
Sunday of months, at 9:00 a.m.), our general board has authorized the resumption 
of the Thanksgiving meal on the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day, which means 
November 21. 

We invite you to join us as we celebrate the season and enjoy each other’s 
company. Here’s what you need to know: 

• Bring food to share if you can and want to. If you can’t or don’t want to 
bring food, COME ANYWAY because God ALWAYS provides!

• If you can’t join us for in-person worship that day, we welcome you to 
join us for the meal, which we expect will begin at about 11:45 a.m.

• Our current COVID protocols ask that we wear masks while in the church 
building, regardless of vaccination status, then remove the masks once 
at our tables with our food.

• We know that a large turkey will be roasted for this event, so keep that in mind when you plan your food  
contribution, if you decide to make one. The rule has proved true year after year: WHATEVER you 
provide will bless us!

caroling by any other means could sound  as sweet
Some of our Christmas traditions - such as ringing the Salvation Army bell, collecting winter wear for the 
Salvation Army and items for infants, and a Christmas Eve worship - WILL take place this year, pretty much 
as usual. One thing that won’t take place, at least as usual, is a Christmas caroling journey. Instead, we’re 
going to hold an event at which we complete cards that we’ll send (or Bill will deliver) to the people we would 
usually carol to. At the moment, we’ve not set a date for the card creation party, but when it does, the church 
will buy the cards and pay for any postage. We will sign and add personal greetings to the cards at the event 
(or you can do so on your own; just let us know and we’ll get cards to you). More details to come.
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Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM

a reminder
We live in the era of the subscription. At age 12, I purchased my first magazine subscription: a year of 
Newsweek. Back then, magazines and newspapers were about the only things you could subscribe to. 
Today we subscribe to streaming music, pet food, computer software, coffee grounds, fitness training, meal 
plans, and even razor blades. It’s hard to think of an area of modern life that hasn’t been invaded by 
subscriptions.

The aspect of subscriptions that most intrigues me is how they blend into your lifestyle, making themselves 
almost invisible. So much so that when your one year subscription to service XYZ renews, you don’t even 
notice that the provider has charged your credit card to extend your subscription for another year. Perhaps 
they notified you of the coming charge, perhaps they didn’t. The point is you didn’t notice the cost, and you 
all but forgot about your subscription.

Our relationship with God can suffer from such subscription nonchalance. God becomes built into our weekly 
(or perhaps occasional) routines. We attend worship, perhaps read our Bibles on occasion, make financial 
offerings, and pray in times of need, but for the most part, spiritual stuff blends so well into the rest of our 
routines that we don’t even notice it’s there.

God wants a more active provider-subscriber relationship with us. Our places in the kingdom and the ways 
God has uniquely blessed us to make a difference in Jesus’ name must always stand out; they must always 
be classified differently and as more meaningful than all other dimensions of our lives. Without God’s 
provision and calling - the services to which we “subscribe” by faith - there is no life for the rest of our 
routines to blend into. 

You and I are Christ subscribers. It’s time to renew.
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