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board envisions eventual reopening of our ministries
During its March meeting, our general board discussed in general, non-binding terms the conditions under 
which we’ll be able to open our church’s ministries back to a level at least resembling where we were pre-
pandemic. Here are some of the conditions which seemed to receive consensus support among board 
members:

• We’ll open the building and return to operating levels closer to “normal” as a congregation for our own 
purposes before we’ll be able to re-open to the public.

• We won’t be able to open our facilities to use by outside groups until the COVID pandemic is highly 
controlled (i.e. no longer a significant threat) thanks to vaccination programs and other mitigation efforts. 
Our ability to conduct public fundraisers - for our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans, for example -
faces the same higher bar.

• Certain outdoor public functions - sales, for example - will likely be possible before indoor functions.

If you have comments or suggestions about the standards we should use to decide when and how to reopen 
our ministries, please share them with the church office. For the moment, know that we continue to operate 
with high levels of concern for the safety of people who join us for our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group and in-person 
worship. People in the same room at the same time wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. 
We express our gratitude for your cooperation with our efforts!

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2021September

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we 
invited you to 
consider a new 
form of 
connect
ion, 
called 
“The 
Once-
a-
Month 
Gang,” 
in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on our sense of community. We offer the 
invitation to you again this month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

welcome to autumn!
The opening weeks of autumn don’t look or feel the way they did a few de cades ago - tree leaves change 
colors later; temperatures stay warmer longer. The only way we know that fall has fallen is the notation on 
calendars. In this issue of UP2DATE, may you discover that our congregation’s commitment to Christ hasn’t 
fallen, and shows no sign of diminishing, whatever the season.

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.
a special presentation coming October 3
We invite you to join us for worship on October 3 when we’ll hear a presentation from a representative of 
Christian Care, the only Quad Cities homeless men’s shelter on this side of the river. We’ll hear about the 
work done, the people served, and then collect a freewill offering to support the ministry. If you can’t be with 
us on the third, but want to contribute to the freewill offering, simply mail it to the church (check made out to 
Christian Care), or visit our website:    click the “Donate to FCCEM” button, then https://fccem.org/donate,
choose “Christian Care, Rock Island” from the “Give to:” drop-down list.

join us on the walk, the CROP Hunger Walk 2021
Due to COVID-19, again this year the Quad Cities’ CROP Hunger Walk will consist of lots of individual and 

th
small group walks rather than a single, large group event. We invite you to support the 2021 Walk - the 50  
annual Walk in the Quad Cities! - by your own version of a walk and/or a financial donation - in support of our 
walkers, yes, but more importantly, the Walk’s mission to fight hunger both locally and around the world.

Some basic info:
• 25% of all donations raised in the Quad Cities’ Walk will support local anti-hunger efforts. The other 75% 

will support work elsewhere in the U.S. and in other nations.

• Your personal “walk” can be a brief walk in your living room, a 
longer walk around your block or in your neighborhood, or a still-
longer walk of your design. In addition, you may walk by yourself 
or with friends and/or family. Your choice. Just remember as you 
walk to take each step in support of the CROP Hunger Walk’s 
mission to fight hunger, and then after your walk(s), to let the 
church office know of your involvement (even better, send us some 
photos or video!) We’ll identify our congregational walkers in next 
month’s UP2DATE.

• To donate financially, we offer you four options:
 1) By personal check made out to FCCEM. Be sure to write 
“CROP Walk” or something similar on the memo line.

 2) By cash. We ask that you not mail cash to the church. If you can’t or don’t want to make your cash 
donation in person at the church, call the office and we’ll arrange to collect it.

 3) Online, at our CROP Hunger Walk team page. Simply visit 
https//events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/first-christian-church-of-east-moline, then click the “Make a 
Donation” button in the box labeled “SUPPORT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF EAST MOLINE AND 
CWS.”

 4) Online, at our church’s website. Visit , click the “Donate to FCCEM” https://fccem.org/donate
button. Use the drop-down list in the “Give to:” section of the resulting box to select “CROP Hunger Walk,” 
which is the second option, right below “General Fund.” Then complete the rest of the form. [IMPORTANT: 

https://fccem.org/donate,
https://fccem.org/donate
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re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

about our finances
We’ve noted the change in seasons, from summer to fall. When it comes to our church’s financial needs, 
there is one season: Now. Our needs are great, Our financial challenges are many. Our God is awesome. 
May our gifts in support of our ministries reflect all three of those convictions

meal site ministry still a go to resume next month
As far as we know right now, on October 11 - the second Monday of an even-numbered month - a team from 
our church will prepare and serve the meal at the Churches United meal site hosted by Mt Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church in East Moline. Our church pays for the food, and our team members prepare and serve. If 
you’re interested in this straightforward and satisfying ministry - whether preparing, serving, or both - contact 
the church office. We’re set for October, but we’d love for you to join the team that night to experience the 
good that happens.

page 2

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2021September

our fourth year as an operation christmas child dropoff location
This November, and for the fourth consecutive year, we will serve as a drop-off location for Operation 
Christmas Child, the shoebox ministry to children in developing nations around the world of the Christian 
relief agency Samaritan’s Purse. 
Over an eight day period in mid-November, from other churches and our own, we will welcome more than 
1,000 shoe boxes filled with age- and gender appropriate toys, gifts, and personal items, boxes that our team 
will place in cartons which they will ultimately transport to the Quad Cities’ central processing center, Coram 
Deo Bible Church in Davenport.

You can participate in this year’s collection in several ways:

• Create one or more shoe boxes. We’ll provide the box(es) and 
guidance for filling them. You’ll fill them.

• Donate items we’ll use to fill boxes at our church’s boxing 
party on Saturday, November 20. We’ll post helpful information 
about acceptable gifts for the boxes (TIP: dollar stores make 
GREAT shopping venues) at Mission Central and at the church’s 
website. If you want information now, visit 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-
shoe-box/.

• Donate financially to help pay the $9/box suggested shipping 
cost of the boxes our church creates.

• Participate in our boxing party on November 20. Join us as we fill boxes using items donated by our 
people and that have been made available to us by others, items which are currently stored in a lower 
level classroom. Last year, we filled 134 boxes at our party!

• Help staff our drop-off location team. At the moment, we have three people committed to welcome the 
boxes delivered by individuals, groups, and other churches. That’s great, but since our location will be 
open for a total of 18 hours during the eight day collection week (November 15-22), we can always use 
more help. We’ll need welcomers, paperwork managers, and box lifters. So we may have a ministry 
that’s right for you.
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notice Joshua 1.9
[GOD SPEAKING:] “This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid 
or discouraged. For the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 

what’s inside JOSHUA?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

After some opening stories in the book of Genesis about God’s role 
in creation and humanity’s role in messing it up, the Bible’s narrative 
turns to Abraham and his place as the human root of the people 

God intends to call out as special and holy. Abraham’s family tree ultimately produces Joseph, whose 
captivity in Egypt leads to the creation of a group of slaves whom God, through Moses, leads to safety. 
Moses’ leadership of the freed slaves ends just before their arrival in the Promised Land, he replaced by 
Joshua, The book of Joshua tells the story of the final stages of the people’s journey to their new home.

The book begins with a stirring sermon from Joshua. Be brave and courageous! he implores his flock. On 
what basis can Joshua so emphatically invite courage from others? Because God has directed (and offered) 
him to the same personal strength.

Joshua 1 provides powerful inspiration to we moderns who face difficult challenges, but inspiration is but one 
consequence you’re likely to experience when you read the whole book. Joshua is one of most violent - in 
the view of some, senselessly violent - books in the Bible. At points, God commands what seem to be 
genocidal military actions against communities of people. Can’t imagine how that could be? Read the book 
and then judge for yourself.

What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books
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church office computer operations move to laptop
Due to the combination of an aged machine and some nasty side effects of a 
recent Windows operating system update, our church office computer died an 
unexpected and unwelcome death earlier this month. Fortunately, we backup our 
data online, so we didn’t lose any valuable information. 

Due to our current financial constraints, we’ve decided not to replace the office 
PC, but rather to move operations to the laptop computer we use at the worship 
center multimedia desk. To-date, the transition has gone well. No data was lost, 
and all essential computer operations are now executed on the laptop. As you 
might guess, we will continue the data backup procedures that so ably helped us 
recover from the desktop’s failure.
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data online, so we didn’t lose any valuable information. 

Due to our current financial constraints, we’ve decided not to replace the office 
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helmets of hope stories that encourage our ministry
Last week our Helmets of Hope ministry made supply deliveries to two Quad Cities’ veterans, which was 
unusual given that almost always we deliver to our partner agencies, whose case managers and social 
workers then deliver to the vets we serve. Both of last week’s recipients 
expressed their gratitude, of course, but they did more. 

• Of the laundry basket we provided, one vet said “That will come 
in handy. I have a basket for my colors; now I’ll have one for my 
whites.” He made a similarly grateful comment about the 
usefulness of the bottle of pine cleaner we include in our “move-in 
kits.” 

• The other veteran singled out the broom and manual can opener 
he had just received. 

To most of us, basic household items such as brooms and laundry 
baskets generate little passion because we take for granted their 
place in our closets and pantries. The veterans we serve through Helmets of Hope don’t have the luxury of 
such assumptions, and hence, our simple gifts to them generate deep gratitude. 

When you thank God for the ministries at FCCEM, don’t forget to remember the difference items such as 
pine cleaner and can openers make.

sunday group’s bible study nears milestone 
Since July 2019, our Sunday group called “To the Pointe” has explored nearly 400 New Testament passages 
in search of a response to the question, was Jesus God? On October 10 the group will hold its 100th hour-
long session devoted to this study. By the end of the year, it will complete a review of the New Testament and 
then move to the Old Testament. After that study, it will view a provocative 24 part video series and engage in 
an evaluation of all the evidence it has collected.

Bottom Line: There’s a LOT of ground left to cover in this Sunday group’s Bible study. They’d love to 
welcome you to their fast-paced, intense, but relaxed and great-humored sessions held in the Memorial 
Room (9:00 a.m. except on the first Sunday of months, when the session starts at 8:00 a.m.).

worship center projector showing its age
In-person worshipers have surely noticed the recent-months’ decline in the quality of image projected onto 

the front screen by our projection unit, which is now more than 16 years old (a VERY 
good life for a projector!). In response to the slow motion failure of our current machine, 
we’re pursuing bids on a replacement. Unfortunately, changes in technology since we 
purchased our unit in 2005 mean we’ll have to purchase both a new projector and a 
new screen (current screen is “standard definition” - i.e. nearly square, like the TV 
sets of old - but screens for all new projectors must be high definition-ready - i.e. 
rectangular, like the widescreen TV sets of today). Once we understand more about 

the cost of replacement, we will decide whether to pursue a purchase, and if we make 
one, how best to pay for it. If we decide to replace the two units, we will likely ask our 

congregation to help us make the purchase via a fundraising campaign. We hope you will be open to God’s 
leading as you decide whether to partner with any purchase we make.
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Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM

a reminder
DVRs are God-sends.... Okay, perhaps God has better things to do than help us record TV shows for later 
viewing, but the devices are pretty darned useful.

For example, I think I’ve watched exactly one live sporting event in the last two years, “live” meaning no 
commercials skipped via a fast forward button. Regardless of how much I enjoy the announcers of a 
particular contest, I hover my thumb over the button on the DVR’s remote control that advances the 
recording by 30 seconds, which happens predictably to be about the amount of time between pitches, snaps, 
and shots at the hoop, or the length of one standard commercial. It is a button whose over-performance I 
manage via an adjacent button which takes back ten of the 30 seconds just gained. As a result, I speed 
through commercials, see - and as desired, re-see - every play, and feed my need for TV programming that 
blunts my short attention span’s desire to switch channels in the absence of game action.

I wish life were like that, don’t you? Wouldn’t it be great if there were a button we could push to bypass the 
boring, inconsequential, tedious, or difficult parts of life? Too much or not enough action? Press the buttons 
until another good part of life comes along.

That would be great, but no such buttons exist. We claim God’s being in some form of “remote control,” but 
that doesn’t protect us from the parts of life we’d rather skip. So stop trying to do so.

Be sure to LIVE the next 30 seconds, whatever drama or tedium they offer, for each of them is a gift worth 
inspecting, employing, then applauding. Each of them is a gift to you from the God of ALL time.
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fall cleanup in and around the church coming next month
We have some end-of-the-season cleanup to complete around the church, both 
inside and outside, so we’re inviting you to join us on Saturday, October 23, 
beginning at 8:00 a.m. We have bushes to remove, leaves and sticks to clear, pews 
and restrooms to clean, etc. Join us for some or all of the morning, then stay for a 
lunch that event organizers will provide. If you plan to help out - especially if you plan 
to join us for lunch - sign up at Mission Central.

“trunk or treat” is an iconic part of our ministry; this year?
Prior to last year’s COVID-imposed cancellation of the event, for thirteen consecutive 
Halloween evenings we had welcomed hundreds of guests from the neighborhood to 
the church’s grounds to receive candy and refreshments in a ministry called “Trunk or 
Treat.” At the moment, we’re not sure whether we’ll offer Trunk or Treat this year, but if 
we do, we hope you’ll help us by donating individually-wrapped candy and/or money 
with which we’ll buy goodies for you.  Pre-COVID, we offered 3,000-5,000 pieces of 
candy per year, so if we hold Trunk or Treat this year, we’ll certainly need your support. 

join us for breakfast on october 3
A short reminder that we are again holding breakfast potlucks on the first Sunday of months, which means 
the next one is set for October 3. Thanks to the flexibility of our Sunday group Bible study, we’ve moved the 
start time of the breakfasts to 9:00 a.m. to make it easier for more people to attend, while the Sunday group 
meets at 8:00 on meal Sundays.

http://www.fccem.org/donate,
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