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board envisions eventual reopening of our ministries
During its March meeting, our general board discussed in general, non-binding terms the conditions under 
which we’ll be able to open our church’s ministries back to a level at least resembling where we were pre-
pandemic. Here are some of the conditions which seemed to receive consensus support among board 
members:

• We’ll open the building and return to operating levels closer to “normal” as a congregation for our own 
purposes before we’ll be able to re-open to the public.

• We won’t be able to open our facilities to use by outside groups until the COVID pandemic is highly 
controlled (i.e. no longer a significant threat) thanks to vaccination programs and other mitigation efforts. 
Our ability to conduct public fundraisers - for our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans, for example -
faces the same higher bar.

• Certain outdoor public functions - sales, for example - will likely be possible before indoor functions.

If you have comments or suggestions about the standards we should use to decide when and how to reopen 
our ministries, please share them with the church office. For the moment, know that we continue to operate 
with high levels of concern for the safety of people who join us for our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group and in-person 
worship. People in the same room at the same time wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. 
We express our gratitude for your cooperation with our efforts!
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microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we invited you to consider a new form of connection, called “The Once-a-Month Gang,” in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on 
our sense of community. We offer the invitation to you again this 
month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

This would be a new monthly gathering, either by phone or video for 
anyone in the church, whose purpose would be to help us stay 
connected with each other as we await the time when we’ll all be 
back in the same room on Sundays and other days. We’ll update 
each other on our lives, families, challenges, successes, and the 
like. We’d love to see/hear you! 

To learn more about the group and express your interest in it, you can contact Bill Coley or visit our website 
at 

https://fccem.org/in-the-spotlight/the-once-a-month-gang.

the dog days of summer are here; let’s be dog catchers
As this paragraph takes shape, a serious hurricane forming to the south of the Gulf of Mexico is on track to 
strike Louisiana with dramatic wind and rain, evacuation efforts continue in Afghanistan, with our nation 
reeling from the deadly effects of a suicide bomber, political squabbling is alive and unwell both in 
Washington and across the country, and none of us knows what will happen tomorrow. We need some good 
news. Here it comes.

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.

two remarkable days for helmets of hope
August 14 turned out to be a memorable day for our essential household supply ministry to veterans 
called Helmets of Hope. 

We held a craft sale outside, on the east side of the church building, a sale during which we sold only items 
that had been made by members of our Helmets team. By the end of the day, we had welcomed $1,050 in 
sales, the largest single craft-based fundraising event in Helmets’ history.

August 25 turned out to be a memorable day for our essential household supply ministry to veterans 
called Helmets of Hope. 

 – In the morning’s mail came a $200 donation from First Covenant Church in Moline, the FIFTH such 
donation that the church has offered to Helmets from its Memorial Fund since 2019. 

 – Then in the evening, members of the Helmets ministry team made 
a presentation to the Walcott, Iowa, American Legion Post and Auxiliary. 
The team members left the meeting with $720 in donations, including $550 
from the Post, $140 in donations from individuals, and $30 from the 
sale of two Helmets of Hope shirts. Later that night, the team 
learned that the Auxiliary had voted to send a $500 donation to 
the ministry, meaning that from the evening at Walcott, Helmets of 
Hope received more than $1,200, and for the day, it received 
more than $1,400.

Two memorable days in August produced more than $2,400 in 
donations to our signature ministry. In a year of disruption and 
limitation, such results prove God’s blessing and provision for what 
we’re doing for veterans who face various forms of housing crisis. As the 
team members told the Walcott American Legion meeting, the fact that our very small church has provided 
more than 23,000 items to more than 700 veterans over the last 5-1/2 years testifies to the accuracy of 
our congregational tagline: We are a small church doing BIG things!

a special presentation coming October 3
Christian Care is a men’s shelter located in downtown Rock Island. During our worship on October 3, we’ll 
hear a presentation about the shelter and how it impacts the lives of many people in the Quad Cities. We 
invite you to join us, and to participate as you feel called in the freewill offering we’ll collect to support the 
shelter’s work.

https://fccem.org/in-the-spotlight/the-once-a-month-gang.
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re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.
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about our finances
At every public sporting event, before the action starts, attendees able to do so are asked to rise and remove 
their hats out of respect for our national anthem. It’s tradition. It’s expected. It’s what they always do. The 
only mystery is whether the event will feature a live or recorded version of the anthem.

After awhile, the predictability of the anthem can dull the experience. The 
song’s presentation before sporting events viewed on a DVR or other 
recording platform is rarely if ever seen or heard because people didn’t 
tune in to listen to the song they always play.

You’re now reading the “about our finances” article of this month’s issue. 
Please don’t treat this and the message this article always gives as the 
anthem before a sporting event.

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2021August

we’re about to reintroduce a mask requirement
As of September 5 and until further notice, we’ll resume our requirement that all persons, regardless of 
vaccination status, wear a mask while in our church building. This change is accordance with our policy as 

a congregation to comply with Illinois state safety guidelines, protocols, and 
mandates, including, as possible, those from which churches are exempted. 

We’ve made this clear on multiple occasions, but it’s worth restatement here: 
Our compliance with state health guidance when it comes to the COVID-19 
pandemic has NOTHING to do with partisan politics. We believe public health 
is both personal and congregational, but it’s not political. We are committed to 
contributing to the state’s efforts to diminish COVID’s deadly reach, and 
therefore have chosen to comply with its guidance.

Our masking requirement exempts children age two and under, as well as 
people who for medical reasons cannot wear one.

Other aspects of our COVID protocols remain unchanged: We will continue to worship in the worship center, 
socially distanced by households in the pews marked by a yellow sign. We will continue our use of 
communion element combo packs, as well as our ban on live singing. 

In recent weeks, we’ve witnessed the return of hugs between people on Sunday mornings. While we’re 
HUGE advocates for such expressions of affection, we must advise against them until further notice. Fist and 
elbow bumps can offer the same message, if we allow them to. Let’s allow them to.

our new sermon series: living on the edge
Life is hard, in general, but has seemed particularly difficult in recent years with the 
enlargement and embitterment of the partisan political divide, the arrival and tenacity 
of a deadly pandemic, and the ever-present threat of violence on the local, national, 
and global stages. What do we do as people of faith to live successfully and fruitfully 
on the edge of division, uncertainty, violence, and more? Our new sermon series, 
called “Living on the Edge,” will take an unflinching but faithful look at the realities 
we face and the spiritual resources we have to live on the edge. We invite you to join 
us in person, on the phone, or by listening to the sermons as they are posted on our 
website.
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notice Deuteronomy 32.3-4
I will proclaim the name of the LORD; how glorious is our God! He is the Rock; his deeds 
are perfect. Everything he does is just and fair. He is a faithful God who does no wrong; 
how just and upright he is! 

what’s inside DEUTERONOMY?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf or table, or in 
your mobile device. Go get it!

Deuteronomy continues the Bible’s narrative about the journey of 
the people freed from captivity in Egypt to the land God promised as 
their new homeland. 

Fundamental to that narrative is the covenantal relationship between the people and God, a covenant which 
basically said God would be their God if the people would obey the laws and commandments God delivered 
to them through Moses. In Deuteronomy we read the second occurrence of what we call the Ten 
Commandments, which are near the heart of the entire law. At the very heart of the law is what is called the 
“Shema,” found in the book’s sixth chapter: "Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. And 
you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength.” (Dtr 6.4-5, NLT)

The book begins with Moses’s lengthy retelling of the people’s journey to-date, a story of obedience and 
rebellion, of consent and confrontation. At times, the people did what God wanted them to do; at other times, 
they didn’t. Sound familiar?

The book ends with the death of Moses and Joshua’s assumption to leadership as Moses’s successor. Even 
the loss of a person so consequential as Moses will not stop God’s people from the destiny God has for 
them.

What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books
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FCCEM returns to the Churches United meal site ministry
We’ve confirmed our return as a participating congregation in Churches United’s 
meal site hosted by Mt Zion Missionary Baptist Church in East Moline. Beginning 
October 11... pandemic permitting... we’ll resume our preparation and service of a 
meal served to 15-25 people on the second Monday of even-numbered months. If 
you think you might be interested in helping us prepare and/or serve this meal, 
contact the church office for more info. The church pays for the food. You’ll serve 
as part of a three or four person team. And most important, you’ll make a 
difference.
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Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM
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potluck breakfasts will continue... for now
Though we have resumed a mask requirement, we’ve decided NOT to 
cancel our first Sunday of the month breakfasts, which means the one 
scheduled for next Sunday, September 5, WILL take place... though 
with a couple of changes.

As always, we invite you to bring food if you can (but if you can’t or don’t 
want to bring food, come anyway; God ALWAYS provides). But bring it 
at 9:00 a.m., not 8:00 a.m. Our Sunday group Bible study has graciously 
agreed to move its start time to 8:00 a.m. on breakfast potluck Sundays for the convenience of people who 
aren’t in the group. So until further notice, we’ll hold monthly breakfast potlucks, and will do so at 9:00 a.m. 

and to repeat: Sunday group bible study moves start time
As noted above, our Sunday group Bible study, which currently is in the opening months of its third year of 
examining whether Jesus is God, has decided to move its start time to 8:00 a.m. on potluck breakfast 
Sundays. On all other Sundays, including first Sundays of months on which we don’t hold breakfasts, 
the group will meet at 9:00 a.m. 

YOU are always welcome to join this fast-paced, great-humored, intense yet accessible and friendly Bible 
study. 

a reminder
On August 23, I made a brief run to the western edge of Iowa to spend an evening with two of my three 
siblings, the three of us having celebrated birthdays within the previous seven weeks. Among the 
observations I made during the nine hour interstate portion of that 30 hour trip was that there is always 
somebody faster than you. It didn’t matter whether the vehicle passing me or that I had just passed was a 
passenger car, an SUV, or some form of truck, there was soon someone who was moving faster or slower 
than I or the drivers I had passed.

On the interstate, it’s a dog-eat-dog-eat-dog-eat-dog-eat-dog... world. You’re the fastest or slowest driver on 
the road for only brief moments. In the end, however, you’re not the fastest or the slowest. You’re not better 
than others. You’re not worse than others. You’re... a driver (or a passenger) just as are all the people in the 
other vehicles on the road.

In the human race, something similar can be said about you and me: We’re not the smartest, or richest, or 
most attractive, or most influential among those in the race, but neither do we occupy the other end of those 
spectra. We are... humans, just as are all the people in the race. What makes us special is not how we 
compare with others on the road, but how we’re loved by the God who puts us in the race. The next time you 
wonder about your value, don’t look in front, behind, or to the sides of you; look up and/or in, and see the one 
who loves you just the way... and where... you are.

http://www.fccem.org/donate,
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