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board envisions eventual reopening of our ministries
During its March meeting, our general board discussed in general, non-binding terms the conditions under 
which we’ll be able to open our church’s ministries back to a level at least resembling where we were pre-
pandemic. Here are some of the conditions which seemed to receive consensus support among board 
members:

• We’ll open the building and return to operating levels closer to “normal” as a congregation for our own 
purposes before we’ll be able to re-open to the public.

• We won’t be able to open our facilities to use by outside groups until the COVID pandemic is highly 
controlled (i.e. no longer a significant threat) thanks to vaccination programs and other mitigation efforts. 
Our ability to conduct public fundraisers - for our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans, for example - 
faces the same higher bar.

• Certain outdoor public functions - sales, for example - will likely be possible before indoor functions.

If you have comments or suggestions about the standards we should use to decide when and how to reopen 
our ministries, please share them with the church office. For the moment, know that we continue to operate 
with high levels of concern for the safety of people who join us for our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group and in-person 
worship. People in the same room at the same time wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. 
We express our gratitude for your cooperation with our efforts!
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microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

once more for the once-a-month gang
Last month we invited you to consider a new form of connection, called “The Once-a-Month Gang,” in large 
measure precipitated by the limitations imposed by the pandemic on 
our sense of community. We offer the invitation to you again this 
month in case you haven’t had a chance to express your interest.

This would be a new monthly gathering, either by phone or video for 
anyone in the church, whose purpose would be to help us stay 
connected with each other as we await the time when we’ll all be 
back in the same room on Sundays and other days. We’ll update 
each other on our lives, families, challenges, successes, and the 
like. We’d love to see/hear you! 

To learn more about the group and express your interest in it, you can contact Bill Coley or visit our website 
at 

https://fccem.org/in-the-spotlight/the-once-a-month-gang.

this issue of UP2DATE has news good news so read on!
The COVID-19 pandemic created a long, hard, painful, and deadly season for our nation and world. We’ve had to 
grieve the loss of loved ones, but also mobility and, in our church, ministry. We’ve moved our worship back to the 
worship center, which has been a good thing. Now we can report the return of other ministries. So in effect, this 
issue of UP2DATE is your invitation to return to ministry with us. Welcome!

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.

potluck breakfasts return August 1
Ten years ago, and in response to the favorable reaction to an Easter Sunday morning meal of the same 
format, we launched what quickly became a first-Sunday-of-the-month tradition at FCCEM: an 8:00 a.m. 
breakfast potluck. We met every month in fellowship hall prior to our Sunday group Bible study sessions. 
Participants brought a great variety of breakfast foods - 
whatever they were in the mood to prepare and/or purchase 
- which we enjoyed almost as much as we enjoyed the 
company of the people sharing the tables with us.

Last year, COVID-19 halted the breakfast tradition (and 
everything else about our in-person ministries), but 
beginning next month, we’re bringing it back! This is your 
invitation to join us as we resume one of our best tasting 
traditions on Sunday, August 1, at 9:00 a.m. in fellowship 
hall. Yes, 9:00 a.m. We’ve changed the time for the August 
meal - but for that meal ONLY - in order to maximize attendance at our first breakfast back. Beginning with 
the September breakfast (September 5), we will return to the normal schedule: potluck at 8:00 a.m. followed 
by Sunday groups at 9:00 a.m.

What should you bring? First, know that our potluck rule has never changed: Bring food to share if you 
can, but if you can’t (or don’t want to) bring food, COME ANYWAY! God ALWAYS provides. Second, 
what you bring is totally up to you. We will welcome and praise God for any food - purchased or prepared - 
that you find appropriate for such an event. From fruits and pastries, to casseroles and specialty items. It’s 
totally up to you.

AS FOR COVID-19 CONCERNS: Most of the people currently active in our church are fully vaccinated, a 
status that permits us to resume the breakfasts, but doesn’t require us to require vaccinations from all meal 
participants:  

• If you are among our fully vaccinated, you needn’t wear a mask at any time while in our building, 
including while attending a breakfast.

• If you’re not fully vaccinated, we ask that you wear a mask, except while seated at your table.

• But whatever your vaccination status, you are free to wear a mask AT ANY AND ALL TIMES while in our 
building (a friendly tip: We recommend that you drop your mask down before inserting food into your 
mouth.... We like to cover all the bases.)

https://fccem.org/in-the-spotlight/the-once-a-month-gang.
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about our finances
Way back when, we used to caution the people of our church about the unintended possible financial 
consequences of their taking summer vacations. Our congregation today consists primarily of people who 
don’t do a lot of summer traveling, so such cautionary messages aren’t as important as they once were. But 
as a matter of faithfulness to the Gospel, we can’t take a month away from reminding you of the importance 
of your support for our ministry. Your gifts, of whatever amount and at 
whatever frequency, help us be the church God is calling us to be. Your 
gifts fuel the astonishing God thing that God continues to do for and 
through FCCEM - a small church doing BIG things!

Thanks for not taking the summer... or fall... or winter... or spring off.

prayer matters
We invite you to hold the following people and situations in your prayers:

– Maurine Unzel’s brother and sister in-law in Arkansas: he, for continuing heart issues; she, for cancer for 
which she is currently undergoing treatment and has faced serious complications from a feeding tube.

– Faith Ballard and Tom Yeater’s brother Waine, who lives in Florida: He has suffered from COPD for a long 
period of time, and has now entered hospice care, having decided to forgo further treatment.

– Leif Olsen, Bill Coley’s nephew, who lives in Ankeny, Iowa: His maternal grandmother, Jane, died this week. 
She was a woman of enormous and daily presence throughout Leif’s childhood and will be deeply missed.

re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.
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support and shop our helmets of hope craft sale
To raise money for our essential household supply ministry to veterans called Helmets of Hope (HoH), we’ve 
scheduled a craft sale on our church grounds for Saturday, August 14, from 8:00-4:00 
p.m. Our HoH team has several talented crafters who over the last couple of years have 
created a wonderful variety of items that this sale will feature. 

We invite you to express your support for our congregation’s signature ministry by 
shopping this sale, which will be held outside, on the east side of our building (the 
side where The Pointe and its picnic tables are located) unless weather conditions 
force us to move the event into fellowship hall. All proceeds will help us put essential 
household supplies (cleaners, paper- and laundry products, etc) as well as food boxes 
into the hands of veterans who escape various forms of housing crisis. To-date, we’ve 
provided nearly 23,000 items to veterans through Helmets of Hope since December 2015. Praise God!

current sermon series highlights “role models”
Our current sermon series, called “Role Models,” highlights the choices and behaviors of ten Bible characters 
that we’d be advised to follow as modern-day followers of Jesus. To-date we’ve talked about Abraham, 
Joseph, Jonah, Job, and Esther, with five more characters still to come. 

You can listen to the series live on Sunday morning (recommended!) - either in-person or by phone - or by 
visiting the sermon audio archive on our website, which currently is home to 85 sermon recordings, dating 
back to May 2019 (https://fccem.org/media/sermons).

an audio quality update
Those who attended worship by phone while we held the service in fellowship hall can testify to the variety of 
sound quality issues we had while on the lower level of our building. At the time, our assumption about those 
difficulties was that they were the fault of our conference call service, and hence on several occasions filed 
technical support requests in search of a fix. Now that we’ve been back in the worship center for several 
weeks where we have experienced absolutely no tech issues to-date, we’re prepared to exonerate our 
conference call service and place the blame where it very likely belongs: on fellowship hall. Not that it’s a bad 
room! But that high quality phone signals are hard to maintain when in it, we think due to metal in the ceiling 
and other such factors.

If you join us by phone or listen to sermon recordings on line, praise God that our building has an upper 
level.

(https://fccem.org/media/sermons)
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notice Numbers 22.28-30
28 Then the LORD gave the donkey the ability to speak. "What have I done to you that 
deserves your beating me three times?" it asked Balaam. 29 "You have made me look 
like a fool!" Balaam shouted. "If I had a sword with me, I would kill you!"  30 "But I am the 
same donkey you have ridden all your life," the donkey answered. "Have I ever done 
anything like this before?" "No," Balaam admitted. 
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what’s inside NUMBERS?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf, table, or 
electronic device. Go get it!

Numbers is a book about... numbers... among other things. It starts 
with a census that identifies how many people inhabit each of 
Israel’s twelve tribes as they make their way to the Promised Land 

(a second census occurs later in the book). Compared to the population of our country that’s reported in the 
2020 U.S. census, the numbers in Numbers aren’t large, but they are significant as they grant standing and a 
place in the community to everyone in every tribe.

The book includes several odd stories, as well, including the off-beat story of Balak and Balaam, the latter 
reluctantly serving as a prophet to the former, the king of Moab who feared the Israelites. It’s a delightfully 
cantankerous story replete with a talking donkey and blessings that sound like curses to Balak. Highly 
recommended.

Numbers is a book you can read more quickly if you’re willing to skip over the several chapters that detail the 
census results (again, highly recommended!). But Numbers is also a book that commands our attention... in 
between the numbers.

What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books

prayer matters
Sarah	Pessein: home following double mastectomy; recovery has had its issues, but Sarah stands strong

Eula	Mae	Clark:	had been walking better in recovery from leg bone crack until recently   	

and	all	God’s	people	said, AMEN!

if you purchased a “#standwithsarah” shirt....
We expect the shirts to arrive by the end of this month, which means you’ll soon be able to take a selfie 
or group photo with others wearing the shirt. From all submitted photos, we’ll create a collage image to 
give to Sarah.
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Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM
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churches united to resume meal site ministry; will FCCEM?
Among our longest-standing ministries before COVID-19 struck was our monthly provision and service of a 
meal at the Churches United meal site hosted by Mt Zion Missionary Baptist Church in East Moline. On the 
second Monday of each month, a team from our church prepared food for 15-30 people, which they served 
at Mt Zion at 6:00 p.m. Then COVID-19 hit and, as you might guess, halted the meal site ministry.

Churches United has now announced plans to resume the meal sites, and has asked whether we want to 
resume our participation in them. We can’t answer their question until we hear from our congregation. So 
here’s a summary of the ministry and an invitation to help us return to it:

• Meal site team members plan the meal and shop for the food (LOTS of ideas for meals are available 
from our veteran preparers).

• All food is paid for by the church.
• The people who prepare the meal often do so at the church, but have also on many occasions done so 

at home.
• The people who prepare the meal usually also serve the meal, but that doesn’t have to be the case as 

long as we have enough volunteers to serve (three is the optimal number of servers, but two or four 
people can easily make it work).

• Servers are usually on-site with the food by 5:40 p.m., so as to serve beginning at 6:00 p.m. and then be 
packed up and ready to leave by 6:45 p.m.

If you’d be willing to prepare and/or serve on our meal site ministry team, express your interest by calling the 
church office (leave a voice mail if no live person answers), signing the sheet found at Mission Central, or 
leaving a message for us at the “Contact Us” page of our website (fccem.org/contact-us). Because a prompt 
response from us will assist Churches United’s efforts to restart the meal sites, please respond by midday on 
Wednesday, July 28.

http://www.fccem.org/donate,
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a reminder
In August 1975, I moved into Burge Hall dormitory for my freshman year as a student at the University of 
Iowa in Iowa City. To this day, I remember the anxious tears that welled in my eyes as from my fourth floor 
room window I watched my mom drive away from the building for her 270 mile return trip home, having 
helped me move in.

I had two roommates that first year: One, a quiet, more introverted type (i.e. nerdy), much as I was back 
then, and the other, a more free-spirited rock-and-roller, who was a fine person, but whose ways, including 
his music tastes, were very different from mine.

In the mid-70's, I liked what many derisively then called “elevator music,” what they played to disrupt the 
silence in retail stores, etc. I soon discovered and celebrated the FM station in Cedar Rapids that at the time 
played nothing but easy-listening instrumental renditions of tunes both known and unknown. My roommate, 
on the other hand, listened primarily to Bob Dylan and some guy named Bruce Springsteen. My roomie 
played Springsteen’s album called “Born to Run” as if it were on an endless loop!

Back then I didn’t care much of my roommate’s musical tastes. I didn’t like the “rock” of Springsteen, and 
couldn’t understand a single word Dylan sang. Today I am a passionate fan of the Boss, and am cultivating a 
new interest in Dylan’s music... only 55-60 years after he made his first hit song. Timing is everything.

I tell you that story simply to remind you that you never know when you might experience common ground 
with people. The folks with whom you have arguments today over items little and large may well be your 
cohorts at some future date. The counsel they give you today may well not make sense to you until... 
someday. The spiritual word you heard but didn’t welcome way back when from a Sunday school teacher, a 
worship preacher, or a friend may one day become the truth you live by. And who knows, the help you offer, 
the example you set today for your kids, grandkids, friends, and co-workers, may one day plant deep roots in 
them and effect genuine, magnificent change. 

So pay attention both to what you say and what you hear this week. You never know when it will come back 
to remind you.

pray with me
God, our heart’s desire is to be close to you. That’s not always our actions’ desire! But deep down, we all 
want to be close to you: to hear your word; to feel your presence; to welcome your promise; to be your 
servants. Help us be open to the ways you speak to us - and through us - to and through others. Help us see 
the goodness in others and the potential impact they might have in our lives. And may we live this week to be 
examples of faithfulness, encouragement, and love so that others will see the goodness and potential in us. 
In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

http://www.fccem.org/donate,
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