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board envisions eventual reopening of our ministries
During its March meeting, our general board discussed in general, non-binding terms the conditions under 
which we’ll be able to open our church’s ministries back to a level at least resembling where we were pre-
pandemic. Here are some of the conditions which seemed to receive consensus support among board 
members:

• We’ll open the building and return to operating levels closer to “normal” as a congregation for our own 
purposes before we’ll be able to re-open to the public.

• We won’t be able to open our facilities to use by outside groups until the COVID pandemic is highly 
controlled (i.e. no longer a significant threat) thanks to vaccination programs and other mitigation efforts. 
Our ability to conduct public fundraisers - for our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans, for example - 
faces the same higher bar.

• Certain outdoor public functions - sales, for example - will likely be possible before indoor functions.

If you have comments or suggestions about the standards we should use to decide when and how to reopen 
our ministries, please share them with the church office. For the moment, know that we continue to operate 
with high levels of concern for the safety of people who join us for our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group and in-person 
worship. People in the same room at the same time wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. 
We express our gratitude for your cooperation with our efforts!
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as vaccinations spread and CDC guidance evolves...
COVID-19-related statistics continue to trend in positive directions, as death-, hospitalization-, and new case 
numbers move downward. The CDC’s recent expansion of what it considers safe conduct for fully vaccinated 
people offers hope for the year ahead, not to mention a strong recommendation to get vaccinated, if you 
haven’t already done so.

We continue to practice safe church at FCCEM. Participants in our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group wear a mask 
and sit socially distanced though nearly every member has been vaccinated. And in-person worshippers 
have no trouble remaining socially distanced, given the layout of our fellowship hall tables.

Access to our relocated worship center is simple and safe. Once at your table, you’re welcome to remove 
your mask since we don’t sing or read aloud during the service, but of course may leave it on as you choose. 

All that to say this: We’re eager to see you again on Sunday mornings!

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

a new kind of gathering
One of the things we miss the most about pre-COVID church life is simply being in the same place with each 
other. Currently, some of us see each other on Sunday mornings, while still others of us hear each other 
then, or, if we serve on the general board, in that group’s monthly teleconference. But there’s a blessing to 
seeing each other that’s not possible when only on the phone.

We have the means to spend more time with each other, so it’s about time that we use it! We’re currently 
soliciting interest in what would be a new monthly gathering either by phone or video for anyone in the 
church. The purpose of the group, currently to be called “The 
Once-a-Month Gang,” will be to help us stay connected with 
each other as we await the time when we’ll all be back in the 
same room on Sundays. We’ll update each other on our lives, 
families, challenges, successes, and the like. We’d love to 
see/hear you!

To learn more about the group and express your interest in it, 
you can contact Bill Coley or visit our website at 
https://fccem.org/in-the-spotlight/the-once-a-month-gang.

For information about connecting to these gatherings - 
whether by phone or by video - visit our website or contact the church office.

may your may mean more this may
Well, nonsensical headlines are one way to get your attention, aren’t they?

And that’s what a life of following Jesus is all about, paying attention... to his teachings, to the needs of others, to 
the mission and ministry of the Church and your congregation. Paying attention. If there’s a theme to this month’s 
UP2DATE, it is paying attention to who we are in Christ, why we exist, and where God is leading us. Welcome to 
the May issue.

prayer matters
Eula Mae Clark: Gaining strength during rehab stay at Hope Creek Care Center, East Moline, following a fall 
which caused a crack in a leg bone.

Lois Reedy: At the Kahl Home, Davenport, following diagnosis of inoperable pancreatic cancer.
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about our finances
In the Bible, it’s not hard to identify God’s interventions in human affairs since Bible writers shine bright lights 
on, and invite praise and adoration to God for, them. But in the human affairs of a congregation, it can be 
harder to identify God’s interventions, particularly when the world in which the congregation operates is filled 
with doubt, dilemmas, and distractions. That’s why it’s so important that we incorporate the language of “God 
Things” into our vocabularies - to remind us that God is alive, active, and on our side. Need an example of a 
God thing? The best ones are the ones you report, of course, but there are many others. God’s provision for 
our congregation’s finances, for example. Small in number and unable to gather fully in person, we remain 
alive and filled with potential. The money keeps coming in. God continues to provide. God Things abound! 

One thing about a lot of God Things: God uses us to make them happen. So never stop looking for and 
celebrating God Things, including the ones your faithfulness makes possible.

prayer matters
We invite you to hold the following people and situations in your prayers:

– Maurine Unzel’s brother and sister in-law in Arkansas: he, for continuing heart issues; she, for cancer for 
which she is currently undergoing treatment and has faced serious complications from a feeding tube.

– Faith Ballard and Tom Yeater’s brother Waine, who lives in Florida: He has suffered from COPD for a long 
period of time, and has now entered hospice care, having decided to forgo further treatment.

– Leif Olsen, Bill Coley’s nephew, who lives in Ankeny, Iowa: His maternal grandmother, Jane, died this week. 
She was a woman of enormous and daily presence throughout Leif’s childhood and will be deeply missed.

re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.
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helmets of hope ministry annual report coming next week
It’s been a long time coming, but next week we expect to publish the latest annual report on our Helmets of 
Hope essential supply ministry to veterans. The report will detail the challenges we faced due to the 
pandemic, and report on recent encouraging signs of the ministry’s return to active 
service.

In recent weeks, we’ve restocked and cleaned out our inventory area in fellowship 
hall, and made some of the very few large-scale deliveries to our partner 
agencies that we’ve made in more than a year.

Things aren’t totally back to normal for Dollar Tree, our principal supplier, but in 
the last couple of weeks we’ve received almost all of the nearly 1,900 food and 
household supply items we ordered at the end of April. 

MORE GOOD NEWS: On April 22, we received an inquiry from a Salvation Army 
office in Iowa, we presume in southeast Iowa, though that wasn’t clear from the 
contact. What is evident is that the office chose to reach out to us after it received 
information about Helmets of Hope from their colleagues in Illinois with whom we currently partner.

sunday group’s bible study on jesus reaches milestone 
Since early July 2019, our Sunday 9:00 a.m. adult Bible study group has dug deep into the New Testament in 
search of an answer to the question, was Jesus God? From your Sunday school days or personal journeys 

through the Bible, you might think that’s an easy question. Members of the Sunday 
group will tell you differently, as at the moment, they’ve held more than 75 hour-long 
sessions, and are, at best, about halfway through their study. What’s taking so long? 
The group is examining nearly every verse and passage in the Bible that has 
anything to do with the subject - nearly 450 such passages in the New Testament 
alone. 

All that to invite you to join the group, but only if you’re looking for an intense, 
challenging, satisfying, kind-hearted, and laughter-punctuated study. We’re confident 
that few if any churches in the country have ever conducted a Bible study of this 
depth on the subject of Jesus’ identity.

So if you want to go deep into a subject of natural and necessary interest to people 
who follow Jesus, join our 9:00 a.m. Bible study in fellowship hall prior to worship. You won’t regret it!
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notice Exodus 12.40-42
40 The people of Israel had lived in Egypt for 430 years. 41 In fact, it was on the last day 
of the 430th year that all the LORD’s forces left the land. 42 On this night the LORD kept 
his promise to bring his people out of the land of Egypt. So this night belongs to him, and 
it must be commemorated every year by all the Israelites, from generation to generation. 
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what’s inside EXODUS?
This monthly series summarizes one or more Bible books, NOT to 
tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather to tell 
you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and possible 
usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to receive these 
brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or perhaps revive or 
even launch) your connection to Scripture. A word from God awaits 
you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf, table, or 
electronic device. Go get it!

The events reported in the Old Testament book of Exodus are not a 
surprise if we remember what God told Abram in Genesis 15.13-14: 
“Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that 

is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring 
judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” 

The departure of those “sojourners” from captivity in Egypt is the central event in the Old Testament. Without 
it, there are no God’s “chosen people” for the rest of the OT to tell us about. And without those chosen 
people, there is no succeeding course of events that would lead to the birth of a child named Jesus more 
than 1,200 years later. That is, in the structure of the Bible and our faith, the exodus out of Egypt is 
profoundly important. 

The book of Exodus begins with a brief history of how the enslaved people God would set free got to Egypt 
in the first place, a history that reminds us that the seeds of their captivity date back to Joseph and other 
descendants of Abraham. If we read Exodus when already familiar with Genesis, it’s not hard to see God’s 
grand plan for liberation and relationship played out in a centuries-long drama that begins with abundance 
(remember Joseph’s organizational success in Egypt), transforms into bondage, and resolves in freedom. 

If we’ve watched Charleton Heston’s performance as Moses in the iconic film “The Ten Commandments,” 
we’re familiar with God’s call to Moses, the plagues he announced, and the journey toward the Promised 
Land that the exodus began. But the book of Exodus is ultimately not about a screen-worthy escape from 
prison; it’s about the establishment of a relationship between God and a bunch of unspectacular no-counts 
who become God’s people for no fault of their own (see Deuteronomy 9.4-6). In Exodus we read the first 
edition of God’s word to the world in the form of commandments, regulations, and religious sacrifices and 
services. Such content, especially in the level of detail as presented, can be a challenging read. As you make 
your way through the ancient laws, remember they are the word from God that the Bible will rely on until the 
arrival of the word made flesh in Bethlehem, the word who lives among us still.

What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books
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a reminder
To describe an action or activity in which we haven’t participated for awhile, but don’t expect to have much 
trouble resuming, people often say “It’s like riding a bike,” meaning that our time away from the activity won’t 
much slow our return to whatever proficiency in it we had developed prior to the stoppage.

As one who learned how to ride a bike very late in life (to this day I remember with embarrassed poignancy 
my many trips up and down our long driveway that I made in my early teen years atop my sister’s bike in 
search of pedal confidence), the “like riding a bike” analogy is not as helpful as it might be to you... or most 
any other person you know... but I welcome its usefulness as we anticipate the post-pandemic world that 
approaches ever closer.

I’m not sure it’ll be easy for us and other churches to get back on the bike once conditions permit. We’ve 
been away from each other’s physical company long enough to have grown accustomed to our new Sunday 
morning accommodations. And when it comes to well-practiced personal habits such as how and where we 
spend our time, it’s comfort, not simply familiarity, that grows... and creates challenges for churches across 
the land.

• Lots of us are used to calling in, rather than driving to, worship... or not worshiping with others at all. 

• We’re used to hearing, but not seeing, other people on Sunday mornings.

• Abbreviated reports and audio-packaged depictions of church life have become the new norm for 
Christians of every flavor.

• Bottom Line: In the last fourteen months, it’s been easier than ever not to go to church. Who says we’ll 
want to go back to the way it was?

The most applicable biblical analogy remains the ancient Israelites exiled in Babylon. For seventy years they 
toiled in captivity, away from their homes both personal and spiritual. But the exile didn’t have the last word. 
God used a Persian king named Cyrus to free the exiles and send them back to Jerusalem, where they 
rebuilt their temple and resumed a new version of their familiar faith and fellowship. That’s what we must do.

None of us will ever forget the loss and isolation, the changes in personal, familial, and social life, that 
COVID necessitated. But pandemics, much like exiles, don’t have the last word. We were and still ARE one 
body. We did and still DO belong to each as brothers and sisters in Christ. The example of the early church 
remains ours to emulate: people who spent time together sharing prayer, study, worship, service, and each 
other’s company. That’s the church life toward which we must work to return with every fiber of our faith.

Once I finally learned to ride a bike, I never did forget how. There was a time, about when the year 2020 was 
still new, that we knew how to be a church connected and in-person. Let’s pray we never forget how to be 
that church. 

I hope to see you back on the bike path real soon.

Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM
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now read this...
11 For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans for good and not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 In those days when you pray, I will listen. 13 
If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. 14 I will be found by you," says the 
LORD. "I will end your captivity and restore your fortunes. I will gather you out of the 
nations where I sent you and will bring you home again to your own land." 

Jeremiah 29.11-14 (NLT)

http://www.fccem.org/donate,
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