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spring has sprung!
Two surefire signs of spring’s seasonal arrival: the fourth week in March, by which time spring has arrived on the 
calendar, and Easter Sunday in the rearview mirror, which means Christians around the world are celebrating the 
new life God makes available to us in Christ. May this issue of UP2DATE find you eager and ready for new life, 
both as we move slowly away from the COVID pandemic, and as we rejoice in God’s life-giving love for us

board envisions eventual reopening of our ministries
During its March meeting, our general board discussed in general, non-binding terms the conditions under 
which we’ll be able to open our church’s ministries back to a level at least resembling where we were pre-
pandemic. Here are some of the conditions which seemed to receive consensus support among board 
members:

• We’ll open the building and return to operating levels closer to “normal” as a congregation for our own 
purposes before we’ll be able to re-open to the public.

• We won’t be able to open our facilities to use by outside groups until the COVID pandemic is highly 
controlled (i.e. no longer a significant threat) thanks to vaccination programs and other mitigation efforts. 
Our ability to conduct public fundraisers - for our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans, for example - 
faces the same higher bar.

• Certain outdoor public functions - sales, for example - will likely be possible before indoor functions.

If you have comments or suggestions about the standards we should use to decide when and how to reopen 
our ministries, please share them with the church office. For the moment, know that we continue to operate 
with high levels of concern for the safety of people who join us for our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group and in-person 
worship. People in the same room at the same time wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. 
We express our gratitude for your cooperation with our efforts!

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2021April

an update on in-person worship
With the advent and spread of effective COVID vaccinations in our community and around the United States, 
our board this month revisited our approach to in-person worship. The result of that review was to change 
one element of our approach: Effectively immediately, if you join us for in-person worship, we ask that you 
wear a mask when entering the building and any time you’re on your feet or are in conversation with people 
not of your household from whom you are not socially distanced. Because we don’t sing or have speaking 
parts for the congregation in our worship, however, you may remove your mask when you are seated at your 
table once worship begins. IMPORTANT: You may OF COURSE keep your mask on throughout worship if 
that’s your preference, regardless of your location in the building. Most important to us is that we’re masked 
when we’re moving around or are part of conversations that aren’t socially distanced.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.

and a reminder about connections
The company from which we subscribe for our video/conference 
calling service continues to update its app, so if you’ve 
downloaded it to your device, make sure you have the latest 
version (currently, dated April 16, 2021). And if you haven’t 
downloaded the app, WHY NOT?!

We’re blessed to have a system that allows people to participate 
in worship by phone from wherever they are. The video app is 
easy to use, and currently allows participants to see each other if 
they choose the video option.

To connect by phone, follow three simple steps:
 1. Call 309-306-0038 (NOT a local call in the Quad Cities)
 2. During or after the system’s recorded request for an access code, enter 964600
 3. During or after the recorded greeting from our church, press the * key
That’s it! You’re on the call.

To participate in our video events, you’ll need to download the “Vast Conference” app, either from the App 
Store or Google Play, depending on your device. Additional instructions were provided in the March issue of 
Up2DATE, or may be requested from the church office (it’s not hard!). [NOTE: Though you may connect to 
Sunday worship via the video app, and when doing so, hear and be heard by those who phone-in, AND see 
anyone else who connected by video, at the moment we recommend that you connect via the three step 
phone-in method.]
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about our finances
Every Sunday we post an offering tray on the central table of our fellowship hall worship space. That’s both 
to make it convenient for in-person worshipers to offer their donations, and to remind people in the room of 
the significance of our financial support to our congregation’s work. Likewise, in every issue of this 
publication, we make room for a reminder about our church’s finances, both to remind us of the monetary 
needs of our congregation, and to remind us of the significance of our partnership in what God is doing  
through FCCEM. As always, thank you for your support of and partnership with our efforts.
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prayer matters
We invite you to hold the following people and situations in your prayers:

– Maurine Unzel’s brother and sister in-law in Arkansas: he, for continuing heart issues; she, for cancer for 
which she is currently undergoing treatment and has faced serious complications from a feeding tube.

– Faith Ballard and Tom Yeater’s brother Waine, who lives in Florida: He has suffered from COPD for a long 
period of time, and has now entered hospice care, having decided to forgo further treatment.

– Leif Olsen, Bill Coley’s nephew, who lives in Ankeny, Iowa: His maternal grandmother, Jane, died this week. 
She was a woman of enormous and daily presence throughout Leif’s childhood and will be deeply missed.

re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.

microphone woes WILL end!
We’ve recently encountered a series of challenges - some of human/pastor origin - with the mic we use to 
enable people to listen live to our Sunday worship by phone, and to record the sermon for our website. We 
have good reason to believe those challenges are FINALLY behind us. So we apologize for the 
inconvenience and praise God for the resolution. We’d love to have you on the phone with us this Sunday.
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helmets of hope ministry beginning to revive
Dollar Tree, the principal supplier of both the household items and food products that our Helmets of Hope 
ministry provides to veterans in or exiting housing crises through five partner agencies and groups has 
resumed selling items online and in case lots, which means we’re again - FINALLY! - able to order new 
inventory and invite our Helmets of Hope partners to request supplies for the veterans they serve.
We have a large order waiting for us to pick up and at least two deliveries to make to local partners. One 
agency wants 20 move-in kits, the 20-item collections of household cleaners and such, while another agency 
wants cases of several items for its work with the veterans it serves. We’re still waiting to hear from two other 
of our partners.

Things aren’t totally back to normal for Dollar Tree - they’re not able to provide us with as much of several 
items as we ordered - but we should receive the remaining quantities in the coming weeks, and we’ll get 
enough in the next few days to fill the current orders.

MORE GOOD NEWS: On April 22, we received an inquiry from a Salvation Army office in Iowa, we presume 
in southeast Iowa, though that wasn’t clear from the contact. What is evident is that the office chose to reach 
out to us after it received information about Helmets of Hope from their colleagues in Illinois with whom we 
currently partner. We’re awaiting additional information from the Iowa office.

The COVID pandemic ravaged individuals, families, and nations around the 
world. It also ravaged our Helmets partners’ ability to serve veterans, and hence, 
their need for the supplies we provide. Praise God that as a nation we’re 
moving in the right direction, away from the loss and despair of the last year-
plus, which means we’re moving back toward the vibrant, crucial ministry to 
veterans that Helmets of Hope has been for more than five years.

NOTE: In spite of the pandemic’s painful effects, we DID make supply 
deliveries in 2020, enough, in fact, to push our total number of deliveries over 
100 (currently 112), and the total number of supply items we’ve provided above 
20,000 (currently 21,541). Look for the much-delayed Helmets of Hope annual 
report for 2020 sometime in May.

you’re invited to a bridal shower
You’re invited to stop by the open house-style bridal shower that will be held in fellowship hall for Shelby 
Ledbetter and Karma Butters on Saturday, May 1, from 2-4pm in advance of their wedding later in the 
month at a different location.

The event will observe common sense COVID restrictions including no more than 50 people in the building at 
any one time, masked guests at all times, socially distanced tables, and all food and beverages pre-
positioned (no self-service food or drinks). Join Jim, Noelle, and Ashlie as they welcome friends and family to 
this special event before the launch of Shelby and Karma’s new life together.
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what’s inside GENESIS?
This new monthly series will summarize one or more Bible books, 
NOT to tell you everything you need to know about them, but rather 
to tell you enough to raise your curiosity about their contents and 
possible usefulness in your life and our world. We invite you to 
receive these brief summaries as invitations to strengthen (or 
perhaps revive) your connection to Scripture. A word from God 
awaits you in the pages of that Bible that sits on your shelf, table, or 
electronic device. Go get it!

The word “genesis” means beginnings, so an Old Testament book 
by that name is a perfect launch to the 66 book- and 1,189 chapter 
collection we call the Bible. 

Genesis begins with creation, but more specifically, with the creator of creation, God. The first chapters 
proclaim God’s creative genius then introduce humans and human imperfection in the form of a first couple 
who don’t follow commands (Adam and Eve) and one of their sons (Cain) who kills his brother, apparently 
out of jealousy.

Family is an overarching theme throughout Genesis as the book profiles the first family, then Noah and his 
chosen few who are saved from a flood that otherwise destroys the earth, and finally Abraham and several of 
his descendants.

While Noah’s family shows itself to be as dysfunctional as was Adam and Eve’s, it is Abraham’s family tree - 
another broken and dysfunctional bunch! - that takes center stage in Genesis because it is through Abraham 
and his family line that God establishes a covenantal relationship (a covenant is basically an agreement 
between two parties): God will bless Abraham’s lineage throughout time, and Abraham and his lineage will 
be faithful. Abraham’s name means “father of many nations,” so his encounters with God are the “genesis”- 
the beginnings - of the people the Bible will call God’s chosen people, and whom we will call ancient Israel. 

Most of us know that God called Moses to lead the captives out of Egypt in an event called the exodus 
(coming in the next edition of “What’s Inside?”). Some of us might not know that the people Moses freed got 
to Egypt in the first place through the actions of Abraham’s descendants.

Genesis reads as a sprawling family narrative whose players showcase imperfections common to all humans 
such as greed, lust, selfishness, ego, and envy. The book establishes early and often one of the Bible’s most 
consistent themes: God use imperfect people for perfect, holy purposes.
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notice Genesis 12.1-3
The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your native country, your relatives, and your 
father's family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great 
nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will 
bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families 
on earth will be blessed through you."  (NLT)
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What’s Inside?
Introductions to Bible books
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a reminder
The other night I dreamed that I was lying in bed, having a dream. That was it. No great dramatics. No 
mysterious creatures or people from my past, present, or potential future. Just me, lying on a bed, moving 
my arms in resistance or struggle with whatever was going on in the dream... that I dreamed I saw myself 
having.

What kind of dream was that? Who dreams about having a dream? If I’m going to dream, I want special 
effects, exotic locations, and unexpected visitors. I don’t want to dream about watching myself have a dream 
anymore than I want to watch myself as I watch TV or listen to music. 

You may never have had to endure a dream about having a dream, but I hope you welcome my larger point 
that dreams should be worth our time. I don’t know how to control what we dream about through the night, 
but for goodness’ sake, who- or whatever does control it needs to show some mercy and make them worth 
the effort!

Something similar can be said about the dreams we have for ourselves as a congregation. For the last 
thirteen months we’ve been able to dream of little more than survival, of outlasting and overcoming the 
pandemic’s ability to separate, isolate, weaken, and destroy. While important and necessary, there was 
always something limited about such dreams. They equipped us to see only as far as the exits. They didn’t 
given us anything to hope or plan for FCCEM’s post-COVID life. They directed us to hunker down - which 
was certainly a necessity - without encouraging us to envision life beyond the bunker.

Through the prophet Jeremiah, God said this to the people of Judah who at the time were exiled in Babylon: 
10 This is what the LORD says: "You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then I will come and do for you 
all the good things I have promised, and I will bring you home again. 11 For I know the plans I have for you," 
says the LORD. "They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 In those 
days when you pray, I will listen. 13 If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. 14 I will be found by 
you," says the LORD. "I will end your captivity and restore your fortunes. I will gather you out of the nations 
where I sent you and will bring you home again to your own land." (Jeremiah 29.10-14, NLT)

I doubt that the “future and a hope” God had for the exiles were limited to surviving the stress and threat of 
captivity. I bet God had a vision for their lives well after their exile ended. Join me in believing that God has 
similarly ambitious plans for us, if we’re willing to dream.

Every Christmas and Easter we invite over-and-above donations to our church’s ministries in honor/ 
remembrance of the people of our lives. We’ll acknowledge both donors and those they remember in next 
month’s UP2DATE. If you’d like to donate, cut off and complete the section below, then include it with your 
donation that you hand in on Sunday or any other day, or mail in. You can also donate by visiting 
www.fccem.org/donate, then following the instructions. “Easter Season Donation to FCCEM” is the first 
option in the  drop-down list of targets for your gift.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

YOUR NAME(S) _________________________________________             GIFT AMOUNT  ___________

THE PERSON(S) YOU’RE HONORING/REMEMBERING WITH YOUR GIFT (please print legibly!):
                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

                               ____________________________________________________________________

remember the people of your life and support FCCEM
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This Year’s Easter Season Donations
Every year at Easter and Christmas times, we invite people to support the ministries of our church via a financial 
donation in honor and/or memory of the people or events of their lives. Here this year’s list of Easter season 
donors and the inspiration for their generosity:

Beth Fredrickson:   
 My husband, Bob Fredrickson

Shari & Bill Coley:
 Our parents: Nancy Mee; Don Mee / Arlene & Fred Coley

Jackie Hume:    
 Ruby & Charles Stoneburg; Elaine & Ivan Tank; Bill Hume

Marsha Jones & Dawn Dumoulin:  
 To all our loved ones and friends who have passed!

http://www.fccem.org/donate,
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