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happy spring!
Okay, so the snow and the cold haven’t created much of a spring-like atmosphere of late. But you can’t blame us 
for trying! 

May the warmth of God’s abundant love and gracious provision meet you at your point of need as we welcome 
you to the February edition of our monthly information guide called UP2DATE.

board envisions eventual reopening of our ministries
During its February meeting, our general board discussed in general, non-binding terms the conditions under 
which we’ll be able to open our church’s ministries back to a level at least resembling where we were pre-
pandemic. Here are some of the conditions which seemed to receive consensus support among board 
members:

• We’ll open the building and return to operating levels closer to “normal” as a congregation for our own 
purposes before we’ll be able to re-open to the public.

• We won’t be able to open our facilities to use by outside groups until the COVID pandemic is highly 
controlled (i.e. no longer a significant threat) thanks to vaccination programs and other mitigation efforts. 
Our ability to conduct public fundraisers - for our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans, for example - 
faces the same higher bar.

• Certain outdoor public functions - sales, for example - will likely be possible before indoor functions.

If you have comments or suggestions about the standards we should use to decide when and how to reopen 
our ministries, please share them with the church office. For the moment, know that we continue to operate 
with high levels of concern for the safety of people who join us for our 9:00 a.m. Sunday group and in-person 
worship. People in the same room at the same time wear masks at all times and practice social distancing. 
We express our gratitude for your cooperation with our efforts!
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land sales completed!
It took a LONG time (!) but we recently completed the two church land sales about which we’ve kept you 
informed over the last year. The sales of two small parcels at the southwest corner of the church’s property 
(the first one begins approximately 85' or so past the end of the asphalt on the south end of the main parking; 
the other parcel is further south, in the ravine at the end of our property). The final sales amounts were 
$4,500 for the first parcel and $1,500 for the parcel in the ravine. We have deposited the $6,000 in sales 
proceeds in our Touch the Future bank account, meaning it is available for use as our general board decides.

general board authorizes purchase of shredder for office
During its February teleconference meeting, our board authorized the purchase of a microcut shredder for 
the church office. The machine is now in operation and will strengthen the security with which we handle 
sensitive and personal documents (for example, offering envelopes and financial statements).



FCCEM
First Christian Church

East Moline, Illinois
A small church doing BIG things

Fellowship hall furnace repair update
Among the gadget/technology challenges we’ve addressed recently has been a recurring issue with the fan 
on the fellowship hall HVAC system, the issue being that the fan ran when the system wasn’t trying to heat or 
cool the room, something it’s not supposed to do. Our efforts to fix that issue have included the installation of 
a new thermostat and, most recently, the replacement of the switch that tells the fan when to run. Due to the 
current cold wave, the furnace is running A LOT, so it will be some time before we know whether those 
changes have resolved the fan issue. The new thermostat was a necessary purchase if we wanted the 
room’s air conditioning unit to run correctly, so it’s just the fan whose operation we’re now tracking.

about our finances
Among the most important faith claims we make as a congregation is that God ALWAYS provides. For 
example, we declare God’s provision as the basis upon which we invite everyone to our potluck meals, 
regardless of whether they’ve brought food. More consequentially, we cite God’s provision as the reason we 
continue to exist as a congregation, despite our small numbers. 

We continue to receive the financial support we need to pay our bills and sustain our ministries. We credit 
God, as you would expect, but we claim that God works through people - our members and other active 
participants, of course, but also others. For example, we just received yet another significant financial gift 
from Joyce Abderhalden, who moved from the Quad Cities almost 30 years ago. Her many gifts over the 
years since her move to the other side of Illinois position her as the third-largest donor to our ministries (of 
589 total donors) in the 22-1/2 years for which we have computerized donation records. In recent years, God 
has also supported our ministries through significant donations from Bill Coley’s cousins Kathy and Ken 
Reiter, of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Only God could have arranged for such faithful and generous 
participation in our ministries by people who live hundreds of miles from the Quad Cities.

So thank you for your continuing financial support of our ministries in these trying economic times. We invite 
you to convey that support via the means that work best for you, whether by mail, a drop off at the church, a 
request for pick up, or via the church’s safe and secure online giving system. And as you express your 
support, be sure to join our praise to God for all the ways God refuses to let us go.
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prayer matters
We invite you to hold the following people and situations in your prayers:

– Maurine Unzel’s brother and sister in-law in Arkansas: he, for continuing heart issues; she, for cancer for 
which she is currently undergoing treatment and has faced serious complications from a feeding tube.

– Faith Ballard and Tom Yeater’s brother Waine, who lives in Florida: He has suffered from COPD for a long 
period of time, and has now entered hospice care, having decided to forgo further treatment.

– Leif Olsen, Bill Coley’s nephew, who lives in Ankeny, Iowa: His maternal grandmother, Jane, died this week. 
She was a woman of enormous and daily presence throughout Leif’s childhood and will be deeply missed.

re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.
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videoconferencing option now available and under testing
We’ve been blessed by our subscription to a high quality teleconference service, which has allowed us to 
hold monthly general board- and other meetings by phone, and to offer live audio from our Sunday worship 
to those who call in (see the next article for information about recent technological issues during Sunday 
morning worship). Now our teleconferencing company has expanded its services to include video 
conferencing for people with smart phones, tablets, laptops, or PCs (videoconferencing is the ability to see 
as well as hear the other people on the call with you). We’re currently testing the new service and creating 
instruction sheets. If you’re willing to participate in one or more trials of this new (to us) technology, contact 
Bill Coley; the first test should occur within the next couple of weeks. 

an update on Sunday phone-in worship microphone issues
People calling in to listen live to our Sunday worship, as well as those who have listened to sermons on our 
website, have experienced frustrating glitches in audio quality in the last couple of weeks. For those 
interruptions, we humbly apologize. Our troubleshooting efforts to-date have identified the microphone we 
purchased for these recording sessions as the culprit, so we have ordered a new and better quality unit, 
which should be here for this weekend’s worship. Pray for better results! (NOTE: The problem mic is NOT 
the wireless microphone we use with the worship center’s sound system, but rather the mic Bill Coley 
attaches to his phone so as to be heard by those who call in.)

If you haven’t joined us for worship by phone, we remind you of the three step connection process:

1. Call 309-306-0038 (NOT a local call in the Quad Cities)

2. During or after the system’s recorded request for an access code, enter 964600.

3. During or after the recorded greeting from our church, press the * key on your phone.

That’s it! Complete those three steps and you’re on the call. Join us this Sunday!
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prayer matters
Join our prayers for the following persons, ministries, and circumstances:

Maurine Unzel - ongoing cancer treatment; compression fractures and other spinal issues / Karen Lavalle (and 
Maurine) - recovering from effects traffic accident (both at home) / Tom Yeater - recent heart rhythm correction 
procedures / Bonnie Thompson - stomach issues; carpal tunnel correction / OCC shoe boxes / COVID vaccine 
development 
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a reminder
About two months ago I added strength training to my daily exercise regimen. The results have been 
encouraging. 

The extra calories burned during the strength training workouts have no doubt contributed a bit to my 
ongoing weight loss efforts (closing in on 50 pounds!) but it’s been the added strength produced by the 
training that’s provided the most satisfaction. 

 - I’m stronger in my quadriceps, the muscles on the front part of the leg above the knee. I can now do 
several squats - what we used to call “deep knee bends” - with relative ease, where before I could manage 
no more than one or two before surrendering to my weakness. That’s not strong, I admit! But it is stronger, at 
least for me.

 - I’m stronger in my arms (again, that’s stronger, not strong; I remain the weakling you’ve always 
known). I can actually feel the beginnings of real muscle tissue in them!

 - And most prominently, I’m stronger in my core (abdominal muscles). I have vivid and embarrassing 
memories from the first half of last year of my having to rock or roll myself out of bed in the morning, unable 
to simply sit up before exiting. Now I sit up quickly, needing no help from momentum or other forces. And 
these days I shovel snow MUCH more easily... an improvement sadly much in demand lately. All because 
I’ve strengthened my “core.” Previous to these improvements, I had no clue that abdominal strength affected 
common tasks such as shoveling and getting out of bed so greatly. But now I’m a believer, especially in the 
importance of having - or developing - a strong core.

What powers the “core” of our faith? Basic “exercises” such as worship, prayer, Bible reading and study, 
living to share the love of Christ with others, and making a positive difference to the world around us. Those 
are some of the ways we can build strength and resilience in these challenging times, to fuel our abilities to 
get out of bed in the morning with hope. 

I invite you to begin a faith strength-training program to build your spiritual core. Join us for worship on 
Sundays. Open your Bible. Pray to stay connected to God. Share some of the love God’s offered in Christ. 
Strengthen your faith by exercising it, and then, as you see results be sure to share them with me or others - 
tell somebody how you have become even more of a believer.

On the subject of spiritual exercise, we praise God for Jackie Hume’s recent completion of her third “Bible-
in-a-Year” reading ministry, and we’d love to tell people about your spiritual practices. If you have some 
“exercises” in your faith walk that you’d like to share - whether what you read, or how you pray, or any other 
practices you use to stay connected to God - pass the word to the church office and we’ll include them in a 
future issue of UP2DATE.

celebrate an accomplishment
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