
welcome to a new year
The most commonplace greeting offered in the opening days of every January is “Happy new year!” In years past, 
such greetings have most often been perfunctory, akin to the passionless “How are you doin’?”s we often 
exchange with people during brief encounters. But given the political and public health melee that overwhelmed 
us in 2020, THIS January’s “Happy new year!” needs to be more than an annual ritual; it needs to express vibrant 
hope and faith-based expectation. In the confidence of faith, and in hopes that 2021 will be for you, yours, and us 
a “happy new year,” we bring you the January edition of UP2DATE.

park west, young man and woman!
Winter weather often brings unwelcome conditions to our church’s drive and parking lots. Snow accumulates, 
melts, then freezes into slick sections at the most inconvenient of locations, making more challenging both motor- 
and pedestrian travel. We would minimize those effects were we able to afford snow plowing service after each 
and every snow, but such an approach is neither possible nor advisable given our financial circumstances. 

As a result, when there are snow and/or ice accumulations on our lot, we encourage you to park in the west 
(main) lot whenever you come to the church, and on whatever level of the building you intend to visit. It’s simply 
safer to do so. The first intended audience of this advice are those who attend our Sunday group Bible study 
and/or morning worship in-person, but it’s really for anyone who visits the church at any time.

If you have something to drop off or collect, we invite you to contact Bill Coley in advance to arrange the time of 
your arrival so that he can come to your vehicle to collect what you have to offer or deliver what you came to pick 
up.Of course you may also contact Bill to arrange another form of collection or delivery of items. Either way: 
Safety first!
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important plumbing improvements made
In recent weeks, we learned that the church’s water heater was leaking. Given its age and state, our only choice 
was to replace the unit. Earlier this month we did so, employing the services of what has become our new 
contractor of choice for heating/air conditioning and plumbing matters.

In addition, we learned that a leak in one of the sinks in a lower level restroom could not be repaired due to the 
unavailability of parts for such aged sinks. At its January meeting, our general board approved the replacement of 
all four lower level restroom sinks (as well as the repair of an issue with the sink located in the hallway behind the 
baptistry).

We tell you about these needed repairs and replacements both to keep you informed about what’s happening in 
our church, and to praise God for the special financial gifts we have received over the years that allow us to incur 
those expenses.

information directory 2021 to be published next week
One sure-fire sign of a new year is the release of a new edition of our small-form information directory, which 
provides basic contact information for the people and households currently active in our church. If there are any 
changes to your postal or email address, or your contact phone numbers since last year’s directory, be sure to 
contact the church office by Wednesday of next week (January 27). We’ll have copies of the new directory 
available for pick-up in fellowship hall on Sunday mornings as well as from the church office during the week. Be 
sure to call ahead to arrange a pick-up or delivery time.



Land sale (finally!) in final stages (finally!)
Though the process has taken longer than any of us expected, we’re closing in on the conclusion of our sale of 
land parcels to neighbors who live on the southwest corner of the church’s property. The last remaining issues 
had to do with insurance liability in case of tree falls, and the option of removing or modifying trees on our land 
whose fall might damage property on land purchased from us. The neighbors’ attorneys are reviewing language 
we have drafted that will protect us and our insurance company from liability in case of falls, and that will grant our 
neighbors the right to modify trees in our part of the ravine only with our approval. We expect the sale to be 
completed within the next few weeks.

a helmets of hope update
A brief reminder that our essential household supply ministry to veterans called “Helmets of Hope” is still 
operating, though due to the pandemic, at a reduced rate. In the past couple of weeks we’ve made two supply 
deliveries, raising the number of “move-in kits” - 20-item collections of cleaners, paper products, and other 
essentials - we provided to about 540. All totaled, we’ve provided more than 21,000 supply items and more than 
two dozen food boxes to veterans. (We launched the food box portion of our Helmets ministry last year.)

Dollar Tree, our principal supplier of household products, has yet to resume selling in case lots the items we use, 
so we’re having to make individual item purchases in stores, But we have a great relationship with the 
management and staff at the East Moline store, so we’re treated well.

We expect to publish the 2020 Helmets of Hope annual report in the first week in February. We will send it in 
digital format to people on our e-mailing list, and have it in printed form for those who request it.
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2020 financial statements, 2021 offering envelopes now available
We recently sent by postal mail print copies of 2020 financial giving statements. If you made donations to our 
church last year but didn’t receive a statement, please contact the church office. The only reason you shouldn’t 
have received a statement in the mail is if you’ve been attending in-person worship, in which case we’ve set your 
statement aside in fellowship hall for you to collect on a Sunday. We’ll gladly mail your statement to you, either by 
postal or e-mail. Just let us know.

Dated offering envelopes for the Sundays of year 2021 are available, one for each household to which we have 
assigned an envelope number in our financial tracking software. If you have used envelopes in the past, we surely 
have a box with your name and number on it waiting in fellowship hall. You can come by to pick it up on Sunday 
morning or during the week, or we will deliver or mail your box to you. Contact the church office to make 
arrangements.
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join us by phone for worship any Sunday AND on February 17
On the last two Sundays, we’ve experienced double-digit attendance for the phone-in component of our Sunday 
morning worship. Praise God! We’re so blessed the conference call service to which we subscribed in 2020. Our 
great thanks to everyone who uses to the service to worship or attend meetings and other gatherings.

We will hold an exclusively phone-in worship and prayer time on Wednesday, February 17, the beginning of 
what’s called the season of Lent in the church year (Lent is a season of preparation for the crucifixion and 
resurrection). Join us for a 15-20 minute phone-in only experience on the 17th beginning at 6:30 p.m. [If you’d be 
willing to read aloud a Scripture text during the service, contact Bill Coley, who will send one to you.]



thank you
For three and-a-half decades, I’ve had to come up with new ways to thank our congregation for the generosity 
displayed through their annual Christmas gift. This year’s express of gratitude is new, if for no other reason, than 
that it appears in a publication called “UP2DATE,” which we debuted only since last year’s gift. So there’s that!

My gratitude and awe over your generosity is at once both new and unchanged. When I think about our years 
together, I find it hard to fathom the patience and resilience our people have displayed. I’ve always been - and will 
always be - a work in progress. Yet you give... and give... and give. Thank you.
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BYOB
Bring Your Own Bible

The New Sermon Series at FCCEM

MatthewOUR FOCUS: Jesus’ life and ministry as presented by 

a reminder
God responded to the needs of the ancient Israelites not just once, but daily - as in every day. Notice in that 
passage from Exodus 16, however, God’s practice was to provide enough - always enough - but never a surplus. 
The Israelites were told to harvest the manna daily (their “daily bread”), and when they did so, they always had 
enough for the day. If they collected too much, they ended the day with enough. If they collected too little, they 
ended the day with enough. Always enough. Just enough.

I think a lot about the fact that our church is still around despite significant declines in our numbers, both in people 
and financial resources. How do you explain us? Many of us believe God is not done with us yet, that God still 
has plans for FCCEM. I agree. But the image of daily manna - the provision of just enough - also helps us 
understand what’s happening to and for us. God is providing enough to get us through, to maintain our Helmets of 
Hope ministry, to provide worship that’s both meaningful and accessible to all of our people, to serve as best we 
can in these chaotic and disrupted times. 

My word to you is we serve a providing God, a God whose provision is enough, always enough...just enough. 
May that truth be enough for you and us to move into this new year with hope and confidence.

from exodus 16
13 That evening vast numbers of quail flew in and covered the camp. And the next morning the area around the 
camp was wet with dew. 14 When the dew evaporated, a flaky substance as fine as frost blanketed the ground. 
15 The Israelites were puzzled when they saw it. “What is it?” they asked each other. They had no idea what it 
was. 

And Moses told them, “It is the food the LORD has given you to eat. 16 These are the LORD’s instructions: Each 
household should gather as much as it needs. Pick up two quarts for each person in your tent.” 

17 So the people of Israel did as they were told. Some gathered a lot, some only a little. 18 But when they 
measured it out, everyone had just enough. Those who gathered a lot had nothing left over, and those who 
gathered only a little had enough. Each family had just what it needed. 
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