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call in for christmas eve?
A last minute notice that this year’s Christmas Eve worship will be like none other we’ve ever held: a hybrid 
experience, with both in-person and phone-in components. We invite you to join us on Thursday night at 9:00 p.m. 
either in fellowship hall or by phone. We will hear the Christmas story - with an emphasis on HEARING the story, 
in recognition of the two ways we’re gathering for this worship, and listen with new attention to the words of some 
beloved Christmas carols. What do the words tell us? What promises do they convey? What hope do they offer? 
Our emphasis this Christmas Eve will be on the story - hearing, believing, living, and sharing the story - of the 
birth of Jesus. 

In response to the story, we will offer our praise, declare our faith, and offer ourselves to God, both in word and 
gift. In practical terms, that means we will take an offering during this year’s Christmas Eve worship, an offering to 
which you may contribute if you plan to join us by phone by mailing your gift to the church (please mark it as your 
“Christmas Eve worship gift”). 

We invite you to join us Thursday night and help us be one congregation... gathered together in two ways.

phone-in worship working well, about to become more important
During its December meeting, our general board decided that due to the restrictive effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and in keeping with the priority we give to keeping our congregation safe in these challenging times, it 
will not at this time propose a 2021 operating budget for our church or present a slate of board members and 
other officers for the new year. Instead - and this solely due to the limitations on mobility and financial health 
imposed by the pandemic - the board decided to maintain year 2020's budget numbers and church leadership 
until further notice. The board will monitor these issues as the new year progresses and vaccine deployments 
have their impacts, and of course, keep you informed. 
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praise God for conference calls!
At the end of this tumultuous year, we take a moment to praise God for leading us to subscribe to a quality 
conference call service, a decision which has allowed anywhere from 6-10 people to join our worship by phone 
every Sunday during the pandemic. We miss the physical presence of those folks, of course, but we’re ecstatic to 
know they’re present in worship among us every bit as much as those who gather in the building.

We’ve also used the conference call service to conduct board- and ministry team meetings, and Bill Coley has 
used it to conduct conferences with families whom he’s helped celebrate the lives of loved ones who died. It’s a 
technology that’s been around for decades, but not at FCCEM... until this year. Praise God!

FYI: If you’re not able to join us in person on Sundays and have yet to join us for worship by phone, consider this 
your invitation to do so this coming Sunday! The process is simple, the sound quality is excellent, and the 
experience of sharing a half hour or so with your church family is wonderful. Here’s the three steps:

STEP 1: Dial 309-306-0038 (a Peoria number, so not a local call in the Quad Cities)

STEP 2: During or after the conference call service’s recorded request for an access code, enter ours: 964600
STEP 3: During or after the recorded greeting from FCCEM, press the * key on your phone or mobile device

The steps/numbers to connect to our conference call service are the same every time we use the service, 
whether for worship, a meeting, or some other purpose.

Our service provides video conferencing at no additional cost, but at the moment its video services are not 
compatible with Android devices. When that happens, we hope in the coming year, we will explore new ways to 
enhance our connections with each other.
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A year-end report from our Helmets of Hope ministry to veterans
2020 has been a painful, disrupted, and chaotic year for most of the world, including our church, of course, AND 
our essential household supply ministry to veterans called Helmets of Hope. We’ll publish a more thorough report 
during the month of January, but in the waning days of 2020, here’s a look at what we provided this year and the 
ministry’s work in the five years since its first supply delivery in December 2015: 

• In 2020 to-date, we’ve made fourteen supply deliveries to five partner groups or agencies, deliveries in 
which we’ve provided a bit less than 2,000 supply items (household cleaners, laundry- and paper 
products, et al) including 46 move-in kits, the 20 item collections vets receive when they move into their new 
housing, and several food boxes. Those numbers are far lower than last year’s record numbers, but the effect 
of each move-in kit and food box was as great as in any previous year.

• Over the five years of the ministry’s operation, we’ve now provided more than 21,000 supply items, including 
535 move-in kits, in 106 deliveries to six partner groups or agencies.

It’s been a tough year everywhere and for just about everyone. But for Helmets of Hope, as for our congregation 
as a whole, in 2020 we learned yet again that God provides, God ALWAYS provides!

about our finances
We could use this item to detail the financial challenges we faced and continue to face this year due to the 
combination of a global pandemic and the loss of some generous donors, but we choose rather to use this space 
to praise God for the response to those challenges God elicited from people currently, formerly, and by family 
relationship connected to our work. 

From a strictly numbers point of view, it’s hard to understand why we’re still operating as a congregation - our 
numbers were small when 2020 began and had no chance to grow given the year’s predicaments. Only when 
viewed through the eyes of faith does our experience makes sense. 

God clearly is not done with FCCEM yet. God has plans for us in the years to come, so in 2020, as our church 
faced once-in-a-century risks and limitations, God inspired people who live both locally and at distance to rise up 
with generosity in support of our ministry. We praise God for every person and every household that contributed to 
our cause this year. We believe beyond doubt that God used your and many other gifts to make a difference and 
to help us stand strong against unimaginable difficulties. Praise God! Please join us in anticipation of how God will 
provide for us for and through us in 2021!
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2021 offering envelopes available as of this weekend
Dated offering envelopes for each Sunday of 2021 will be available at the church beginning this Sunday. You’re 
welcome to collect yours in-person in fellowship hall on Sunday mornings, or in the church lobby during the week. 
Given that this is the holiday season and that Bill Coley is working from home most days, if you want to collect 
your box during the week, contact him by phone (309-230-1600) to arrange a pick-up time. He will bring your box 
out to your vehicle, if you want to come by the church, or make arrangements with you for its COVID-safe delivery 
to the location of your choosing.

re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.
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Sunday worship has moved to fellowship hall
There’s a very good chance that you know this already, but to make sure: We’ve moved our in-person Sunday 
worship to fellowship hall for the remainder of the winter season in order to save heating costs by heating one 
level of the building rather than two. So now, all of our Sunday morning activities take place in fellowship hall - our 
9:00 a.m. Bible study, the conversation time from 10:00-10:30 a.m., and worship. We’re taking special care - via 
shoveling and salting - to ensure everyone’s safe passage across the drive and into the building, so we invite you 
to join us in person (or by phone, if you prefer).
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collections of winter wear and for newborns underway
We’ve moved to fellowship hall the mitten tree, on which we collect winter weather accessories such as gloves, 
mittens, and scarves that we donate to the Salvation Army, as well the manger in which we collect items for 
newborn infants and their families. We invite you to bring your donation(s) to Sunday worship, or to make 
arrangements with Bill Coley to drop off your donation during the week (he’ll come out to your car, or make other 
COVID-safe arrangements with you).

For your information, here are some recommended gifts for newborns:
terrycloth & blanket sleepers (newborn to 18 months); cloth diapers; diaper pins; undershirts or onesies; outfits; 
sweaters; hooded bath towels; changing pads; baby wipes; disposable diapers; plastic pants; blankets & receiving
blankets; new bottles & pacifiers; bibs; socks & booties; toys

prayer matters
Tom Yeater - recent heart rhthym correction procedure / Bonnie Thompson - a lengthy seige of not feeling 
well / Maurine Unzel - ongoing cancer treatment; compression fractures and other spinal issues / Deb & Mark 
Langley - for their great-nephew / COVID vaccine distribution

this year’s christmas season donations
Every year at Christmas and Easter times, we invite people to support the ministries of our church via a financial 
donation in honor and/or memory of the people or events of their lives. Here this year’s list of donors and the 
inspiration for their generosity:

Larry & Janet Neff:
 David & Helen Taylor

John R. (Bob) Grove:
 Shirley D. Grove; Terri M. Grove

Jerry & Maurine Unzel:
 Maurine’s sons Kevin and Greg Lavalle

Beth Fredrickson:   
 My husband, Bob Fredrickson

Shari & Bill Coley:
 Our parents: Nancy Mee; Don Mee / Arlene & Fred Coley

Marsha & Jim Jones and family:  
 Our loved ones who have passed

Deb & Mark Langley:   
 Front line workers fighting COVID-19 

Jackie Hume:    
 My 8 great-granddaughters: Rayne; Arri; Abbie; Reese; Regan; Macie; Ellie; and Alaina

page 3

UP2DATE
FCCEM

2020December

prayer matters
Join our prayers for the following persons, ministries, and circumstances:

Maurine Unzel - ongoing cancer treatment; compression fractures and other spinal issues / Karen Lavalle (and 
Maurine) - recovering from effects traffic accident (both at home) / Tom Yeater - recent heart rhythm correction 
procedures / Bonnie Thompson - stomach issues; carpal tunnel correction / OCC shoe boxes / COVID vaccine 
development 
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the christmas story
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman 
Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own 
ancestral towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go 
to Bethlehem in Judea, David's ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5 He took 
with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child. 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. She 
wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them. 

The Shepherds and Angels

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an 
angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord's glory surrounded them. They were 
terrified, 10 but the angel reassured them. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "I bring you good news that will bring great 
joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of 
David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger." 

13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 

14 "Glory to God in highest heaven, 

and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased." 

15 When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 

16 They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After 
seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this 
child. 18 All who heard the shepherds' story were astonished, 19 but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 
thought about them often. 20 The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them. 

an observation
One of the many Christmas season episodes of the long-running comedy “The Simpsons” includes a sermon from 
the local church’s pastor in which he tells the congregation that Christmas is not about presents or colorful 
decorations. In response to the pastor’s wisdom, someone in the audience yells, “You’re losing us!” Translation: 
Christmas IS SO about presents and colorful decorations, and don’t tell us otherwise!

In case this season’s awkward and uncertain version of holiness has affected your sense of spiritual balance 
when it comes to the significance of what happened in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago, I offer Luke’s version of the 
story for your review and celebration: That’s “review” in order to be reminded, then “celebration” to express your 
applause for God’s astonishing provision.

The Bible’s take on God’s motivation for sending Jesus to live, die, and live again for us is that we were in trouble 
- we were walking in darkness and needed a great light. We were lost sheep, without direction, leadership, or 
hope. “While we were yet sinners,” Paul told the Romans - while we were in deep trouble.

We’re in deep trouble now, we earthlings. A global pandemic. Social upheaval. Economic despair. Conflict and 
chaos in every dimension of life. The darkness is deep and seemingly intractable. 

Cue the couple to head to Bethlehem. We’re ready to listen.
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