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thanksgiving week greetings to you and yours
Postal mail recipients of this issue of UP2DATE have already celebrated the Thanksgiving holiday, so rather than 
wishing you a happy Thanksgiving DAY, we pray for you a blessed and satisfying season of giving thanks. 

The mission of this newsletter remains unchanged: To inform you about our ministries, to remind you of your place 
in our congregation, and to encourage you to stay connected to your church family, whether through worship, 
personal ministry, financial support, and/or prayer. We are a small church doing BIG things in part because of you, 
and for that, we praise God. On now to UP2DATE for November 2020.

phone-in worship working well, about to become more important
We’ve been pleased by the results of our first months of use of the conference call service to which we switched 
after experiencing significant reliability issues with the previous service. The new service works very well and will 
welcome your call, should you decide to join us for Sunday worship, or to participate in a ministry team meeting of 
some sort. AND, in the coming months on Sundays when winter weather compels us to cancel in-person 
worship, we will use the service to conduct worship solely by phone. For the time being, we invite you to 
worship with us either in-person or by phone (on average, about six or seven people per week are calling in to 
worship with us by phone).

Calling in, whether for worship or a meeting, is a simple three step process, whose numbers will not change:

1. Dial 309-306-0038 (FYI, this is a Peoria phone number, and hence is NOT a local number for Quad 
Cities callers)

2. DURING OR AFTER THE SERVICE’S WELCOME MESSAGE, ENTER OUR ACCESS CODE: 964600
3. DURING OR AFTER OUR BRIEF WELCOME MESSAGE, PRESS THE * BUTTON

That’s it! If you’re the first caller, you’ll hear music until someone else calls in. If you’re not the first caller, you’ll be 
free to speak with others on the line. (TIP: It’s important that only one person speaks at a time.)
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OCC 2020 yields surprising results
For the third consecutive year, this month we served as an Operation Christmas Child (OCC) drop-off location, a 
ministry that ended last Monday, November 23. Given the surge of the COVID-19 pandemic in recent weeks, we 
feared a dramatic reduction in the number of shoe boxes that other churches, groups, and individuals would 
deliver - boxes filled with age- and gender appropriate gifts and personal items for children in developing nations. 
To our surprise and delight, we ended the collection week having processed 1,237 boxes, down from last year’s 
record total of 1,598, but nearly 200 more than our first year’s total of 1,059. Our own box packing event last 
Saturday created 134 of the boxes our drop-off location handled.

We packaged the boxes we received into cartons that we delivered to the Quad Cities’ central processing 
location, Coram Deo Church in Davenport. The OCC team at Coram Deo (with some help from our team, at least 
on 45 of the 81 cartons we filled!) then moved the cartons it received onto semi-trailers. In total, the Coram Deo 
site received nearly 12,000 shoe boxes, nearly 20 tons!

Our OCC efforts were hampered this year not only by the pandemic, but also by the effects of health and medical 
challenges on basically every member of our team. But God is faithful and God always provides, and did so this 
year as we received timely and much-appreciated help from friends of our church. Our thanks to them and to you 
if you prayed for or made a contribution to the ministry, or participated in this year’s packing event. Now we wait 
for the wide smiles and surprised eyes of the children who will receive the boxes we packed and processed.
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ring the bell for this year’s red kettle campaign
In the midst of this chaotic and COVID-afflicted year, it’s important as a matter of faith that we remain faithful to 
our calling as best we can. Among the ways we usually serve in December is the ringing of a bell at a Salvation 
Army “Red Kettle” station. Again this year we have a block of time reserved for our team at the east entrance of 
the Moline Walmart, from 10am-noon on Saturday, December 12. Four half-hour time blocks are available, 
one or more of which you can reserve at Mission Central, or by contacting the church office either by email, 
phone, or message sent through the church’s website. If enough people express interest, we will add another two 
hours to our reservation. Please make your interest known ASAP, but certainly no later than Sunday, December 6.

helmets of hope at “season of giving”
Our Helmets of Hope essential household supply ministry to veterans will return this Saturday (10-2pm) to Scott 
Hildebrand’s “Season of Giving” event at his home in Moline (1504 26th Ave). Scott puts on the event to make a 
difference through a blood drive, a food pantry donation collection, a “Toys for Tots” collection by the Marines, and 
to showcase community good works such as our ministry, which puts cleaning supplies and food items in the 
hands of veterans who have experienced housing crises. (He also delights visitors with his latest immense display 
of large seasonal inflatables!) We invite you to stop by, to make a donation, and to say hello to our Helmets team 
as they share the Helmets story with the community.
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necessary changes to our celebration of the Christmas season
The COVID world in which we live has compelled us and all churches to adjust. Some of those changes have 
been difficult, but we have made it this far, and with the prospect of vaccines looking brighter with each new 
update, it’s reasonable to believe that better days are coming. UNTIL THEN, however, we must continue to adapt 
our ministry - and even our traditions - to the times we live in. Some notes about a few of our Christmas traditions:

• We will NOT gather mid-week to decorate our building’s upper level for the season. We will take care of those 
tasks during the week prior to December 3, inviting additional assistance for raising of the chrismon tree.

• We will NOT hang chrismons on that tree as a group activity following worship on the third. We will instead 
have them already in place when that worship begins.

• We will NOT send a team on a caroling adventure.

• We WILL gather winter outerwear (gloves, scarves, coats) for the Salvation Army and items for newborns for 
the Pregnancy Resources organization. Collection areas will stand in the church lobby.

• We WILL gather for in-person- and call-in worship on Christmas Eve (December 24, 9:00 p.m. - unless 
weather forces us to call-in only worship)

re: our collection of offering and distribution of communion
Some months ago and in response to the realities of a COVID world, for our communion service we replaced 
loaves of bread and trays of individual plastic cups with sealed combo-packs containing both a wafer and a 
serving of grape juice. Though the packs can be a bit challenging to open, overall, they’ve been well received. 
Beginning this weekend (November 30) we will make the following changes to the way we distribute the packs:

• Pick up your combo-pack as you enter the worship center, then hold it til needed at worship’s end.

• In-person worshipers will take each element at the same time as do phone-in worshipers, as invited by 
Bill Coley. After we take the cup, Bill will offer a closing reminder and blessing.

• If you have a financial offering to make, place it in the offering tray located on the stand just outside the 
sanctuary’s center entrance after worship ends.
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re: changes to the way we pray together
For several weeks in our Sunday worship, we experimented with having in-person worshipers connect to our 
conference call service for the prayer time so that we could all pray together, in-person and phone-in. The 
experiment had good intentions, of course, but hasn’t produced the desired result. For a variety of reasons, we 
didn’t get a high percentage of in-person worshipers to call in. SO, we’re making the following changes:

• Bill will receive prayer requests from phone-in worshipers when he joins them on the call in the moments 
before worship begins. He will then share those requests during morning worship’s prayer time.

• In-person worshipers are encouraged to join the call for those few moments before worship, at approximately 
10:25 a.m. Instructions for connecting to the call will be posted on the screen and posted at Mission Central.

• In-person worshipers may submit their prayer requests in writing, on the green forms available at the inside 
ends of the pews. Place completed prayer request forms in the box found in the first pew before worship 
begins so that they can be shared during the prayer time.

some financial matters you need to know about
It’s been a hard year for many churches, including ours, due to the impact of the pandemic on both in-person 
attendance and financial giving. On many Sundays over the last several months, our offering has been a fraction 
of what we received prior to the pandemic’s arrival. For those reasons and others, your continued and faithful 
support of our ministries - through prayer, participation, and donations - is critical for our well being. Thank you in 
advance for the actions you will take to join our efforts to overcome the effects of the pandemic.

On another financial front, the successful replacement of the thermostat in fellowship hall has brought the heating 
and cooling unit for that area of the building fully back to life, but it has also resulted in a bill that’s likely to 
approach $650-700. In addition, we now must replace the building’s water heater that’s served us for years, but is 
leaking. 

We have money in special accounts that we will use to pay for these necessary repairs, but invite you to help 
soften the blow of the expenses by making a special offering, over-and-above your usual giving. Be sure to mark 
your special gift so that we will deposit it in the proper account to help replenish the money spent on the repairs.

land sale now nearing its close
For many months we’ve negotiated with two of the church’s neighbors over the potential sale to them of two 
parcels of the church’s land in the southwest corner of our property. The process has taken much longer than 
either party anticipated, but the good news is that we seem to be near the end of what will turn out to be a 
successful negotiation. We have successfully resolved a liability issue so that if a tree from our land falls on land 
the neighbors purchase from us, neither the church nor our insurance company will be held liable.

So we have agreed as to the size, location, and prices of the two parcels, and have resolved outstanding issues 
related to liability matters. The remaining step is to file some official church documents (constitution and by-laws, 
plus an official statement from the board agreeing to the sale) with the neighbors’ attorney, after which the sale 
should be completed. Thanks for your patience! 
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prayer matters
Join our prayers for the following persons, ministries, and circumstances:

Maurine Unzel - ongoing cancer treatment; compression fractures and other spinal issues / Karen Lavalle (and 
Maurine) - recovering from effects traffic accident (both at home) / Tom Yeater - recent heart rhythm correction 
procedures / Bonnie Thompson - stomach issues; carpal tunnel correction / OCC shoe boxes / COVID vaccine 
development 
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Christmas season sermon series: “Mis the Season”
This year’s Christmas season sermon series will explore the story of Jesus’ birth from the perspective of people 
who didn’t hear, see, or experience the newborn Christ child the way the shepherds, the wisemen, and others did. 
So many people near to Jesus at his birth missed his birth. People who lived, worked, and played within yards, 
blocks, or walking distance of the savior of the world missed his birth and the monumental change it brought to 
human history. Beginning December 6, in each of their stories we will discover how important it is not to “mis the 
season.”

What will we do this coming Sunday, November 29? Join us in-person or by phone to find out!

hear the word of the Lord: psalm 103
1 Let all that I am praise the LORD; with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 

2 Let all that I am praise the LORD; may I never forget the good things he does for me. 

3 He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 

4 He redeems me from death and crowns me with love and tender mercies. 

5 He fills my life with good things. My youth is renewed like the eagle's! 

6 The LORD gives righteousness and justice to all who are treated unfairly. 

7 He revealed his character to Moses and his deeds to the people of Israel. 

8 The LORD is compassionate and merciful, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 

9 He will not constantly accuse us, nor remain angry forever. 

10 He does not punish us for all our sins; he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve. 

11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. 

12 He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west. 

13 The LORD is like a father to his children, tender and compassionate to those who fear him. 

14 For he knows how weak we are; he remembers we are only dust. 

15 Our days on earth are like grass; like wildflowers, we bloom and die. 

16 The wind blows, and we are gone—as though we had never been here. 

17 But the love of the LORD remains forever with those who fear him. His salvation extends to the children's 
children 18 of those who are faithful to his covenant, of those who obey his commandments! 

19 The LORD has made the heavens his throne; from there he rules over everything. 

20 Praise the LORD, you angels, you mighty ones who carry out his plans, listening for each of his commands. 

21 Yes, praise the LORD, you armies of angels who serve him and do his will! 

22 Praise the LORD, everything he has created, everything in all his kingdom. Let all that I am praise the LORD. 

a reminder
The psalmist doesn’t try to fool us into believing the world is fine or life is always fair. He acknowledges his own 
and others’ sin, the unfair treatment of others, and the end-of-life fate that awaits us all. But he responds to the 
brokenness of the world with reminders of God’s grace, patience, and resolve. He declares – really, makes his 
stand upon – God’s compassion and mercy. He reminds us that God knows our weaknesses, but loves us 
anyway. The psalmist points to God’s throne as an oasis of hope for those who depend on the one who sits upon 
it. And to all the encouragement he discovers in God’s nature and promises, the psalmist finds cause for a 
singular response: praise... or, in keeping with this week, thanksgiving. Let’s join him.
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