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because we want you to stay connected
The COVID-19 pandemic remains a threat to our world, nation, states, community, and congregation. Hence, it 
also remains a threat to you and your household. While we can’t protect you from the virus in all of its forms, we 
CAN protect you from feeling disconnected from your church. Yes, the virus has forced us to postpone, cancel, or 
re-imagine much of what we do as a congregation. But nothing can keep us from embracing and reflecting the 
unity Jesus told us we have as his followers. This monthly publication is our reminder to you that WE are still in 
this TOGETHER. As a declaration of our conviction that God is not done with us or our ministries, we bring you 
UP2DATE for October 2020.

what you need to know about the church’s finances
Because we value candor and disclosure, we’ve been up front about the financial challenges confronting us as a 
church as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Among the impacts that you may not have considered is the fact 
that we’ve not welcomed a single first-time worship guest since we shut down in March. Of course we haven’t 
expected anyone to visit our church given the conditions, but the fact that we haven’t means we haven’t been 
able to grow the base of people who contribute to our financial health. That means, it’s all been on us.

God continues to bless and surprise us with financial offerings, such as a $1,000 gift from an out-of-state family 
member of one of our people. But ultimately it’s up to us to provide the money needed to get us through these 
hard times. 

In recent weeks, weekly offerings have been down - on some Sundays, WAY down. So whether as an effort to 
“catch up” on your own giving, or to give in addition to your regular offering, if possible, we urge you join our 
efforts to battle the impact of the pandemic on our congregation’s financial health.
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new conference call service working well
In response to a series of service malfunctions and inconveniences, we have now formally and successfully 
moved our phone-in worship and any conference call meetings we hold to a new provider. We invite you to join us 
for worship every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. (preceded each week by fifteen minutes of casual conversation called 
“lobby time” that start at 10:15 a.m.) and to participate in any events or ministry team meetings held by phone by 
completing the following three simple steps (these steps apply to ALL phone-in worship and meeting events of our 
church; we don’t expect the numbers to change again):

1. TO CONNECT TO THE SERVICE (whether for worship or a meeting): Dial 309-306-0038 (FYI, this is a 
Peoria phone number, and hence is NOT a local number for Quad Cities callers)

2. DURING OR AFTER THE SERVICE’S WELCOME MESSAGE, ENTER OUR ACCESS CODE: 964600
3. DURING OR AFTER OUR BRIEF WELCOME MESSAGE, PRESS THE * BUTTON

If you are the first person to call in to that worship or event, you will hear music until a second or more persons 
connect to the call, at which time you are free to talk with each other. In the moments before worship begins on 
Sundays, Bill Coley joins the call for a moment of conversation and prayer, then mutes all lines other than his own 
so as to maximize call quality for listeners. We record worship services in order to have the audio of each week’s 
sermon to post to our website (NOTE: Quality recordings of more than 50 sermons, dating back to May 2019, are 
now available on our website. Check ‘em out!)

VOTE YOUR CONSCIENCE, YOUR PARTY, YOUR PRINCIPLES, YOUR OBJECTIONS, 
YOUR FAMILY’S INTERESTS, OR WHATEVER.  JUST VOTE.
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helmets of hope welcomes new partner agency
The COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly reduced the impact and outreach of our household supply ministry to 
veterans called Helmets of Hope. We’ve received FAR fewer supply requests from our partner agencies this year 
than any of our previous years of operation. However, since late June we’ve experienced a bit of life as we have 
provided nearly 800 cleaning supply items and nearly 250 food items to four different partners, including a new 
one: In-Home Care Connections (IHC) in Moline. IHC contracts with the VA to provide cleaning-, health-, and 
other home care services to veterans. They use our cleaning supplies to restore veterans’ living spaces that are 
deeply in need of such services.

So Helmets of Hope lives! Pray for our ministry. For example, pray for the quick repair of the significant 
disruptions in our supply chain that we’ve experienced since the pandemic arrived (the retailer from which we 
purchase the vast majority of the supplies we provide to vets has yet to resume selling such items by the case, 
which requires us to purchase individual items off store shelves, and that complicates our work). Pray also for the 
FIVE agencies or groups that now partner with us, and for the veterans, who, of course, are the focus of all of our 
efforts.
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no “trunk or treat” event this year
“Trunk or Treat” is an annual outreach to our neighborhood and community that we launched nearly 15 years ago. 
Since its early years, Trunk or Treat has grown from a distribution of candy to passers-by on our 7th Street 
sidewalk, to an “event” that each Halloween evening welcomes 500-600 people to the area of our grounds that we 
call “The Pointe.” Sadly, in response to the public health risks and realities of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
decided not to offer Trunk or Treat this year. Hence, we will not be asking you to donate candy to that cause. But 
we live in excited, prayerful hope for Trunk or Treat 2021!
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an update on the sale of some of our land
Earlier this year, two of the church’s neighbors inquired as to their potential purchase of some of the land in the 
southwest corner of our property. One neighbor sought additional land on which to build a raised-bed garden for 
one of his sons’ management, a son dealing with the effects of an inoperable brain tumor. The other neighbor 
sought to extend his lot’s “backyard” via purchase of what is all ravine. While we have made progress on those 
sales, we have yet to close either of them. Here’s a status update:

We have agreed with the two neighbors as to the size and price of their proposed purchases (neighbor #1 - 6,000 
sq ft for $4,500; neighbor #2 - a larger plot, all of which is tree-laden ravine, for $1,500) but have yet to resolve a 
question about liability should the fall of trees from our part of the ravine cause property damage on land 
purchased by the neighbors. Neighbor #2’s purchase will be nothing but ravine, so this is a not an issue, but 
neighbor #1’s purchase is not ravine, so we are still working through the liability issue. At its October meeting, our 
board decided to require protection from liability for such damage as a prerequisite for the land sales. We will 
keep you informed as our conversations with our neighbors continue.

looking for serious, passionate, yet FUN Bible study?
With so much of our ministry postponed or at least seriously constrained, it’s a blessing to remind you of the safe 
and energetic Bible study in which our “To the Pointe” Sunday group remains engaged. The group is examining 
literally hundreds passages from both the Old and New Testaments in search of an answer to the question “was 
Jesus God?” Phase I of their study spent more than 40 sessions on the Gospels. Phase II, launched a few weeks 
ago, will examine nearly 300 passages from the remainder of the New Testament. This is innovative, spirited, and 
satisfying Bible study from which you will learn much and to which you are ALWAYS welcome. The group meets 
for an hour, masked and socially distanced, in fellowship hall on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.
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an update on our crop walkers this year
Due to COVID-19-imposed restrictions, this year’s Quad Cities CROP Hunger Walk transformed from a gathering 
of hundreds of people walking a common course at the same time - which it had been for 48 previous years - to a 
collection of walks conducted by individuals and small groups across our community. We had two teams of 
walkers this year, and for their efforts we express our great thanks. If you made a financial donation to support 
their walks, thank you, too! If you haven’t done so but are willing to consider it, know that all of your donation will 
fight hunger both locally and globally. We’ll submit our congregation’s donation next Monday, so you still have 
time. Be sure to denote the purpose your gift clearly - checks made out to Church World Service - since 100% of 
such gifts will go to CROP, and will not stay with us. We will post to the church’s website a video summarizing our 
teams’ efforts ASAP.

operation christmas child ministry WILL happen this year
Given the restrictions rightly placed on so many of our ministries by the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s a blessing to tell 
you that we WILL still serve this year as a drop-off location for shoe boxes people put together as gifts for children 
in developing nations around the world, a ministry called “Operation Christmas Child” (OCC) in which we have 
participated for decades. OCC invites, receives, then ships millions of boxes filled with age- and gender 
appropriate toys, gifts, and personal items to kids around the world. The boxes include a presentation of the 
Gospel in addition to the other items.

Last year was the second consecutive we served as an OCC drop-off center, which meant other churches, 
groups, and individuals delivered their boxes to us, and then we gathered boxes together in cartons for travel to a 
distribution center and further processing.

We’d love to have your help with this year’s OCC ministry. 

• You can donate items for boxes (suggestions below; collection area in the church lobby)

• You can donate money that we’ll use to purchase items (clearly identify gifts; make checks out to FCCEM)

• You can help us create the shoe boxes our church will donate (Saturday, November 21, 6:00 p.m. - NO MEAL 
this year)

• You can volunteer on our drop-off location team (sign up at Mission Central)

some occ donation suggestions
Check our website for additional ideas, but here are some: personal care/hygiene products; coloring books; hair 
brush and ties; stuffed animals; crayons; small toys; bath accessories; pocket-sized games; wash rags; hats; 
scarves; gloves; bar soap; pencil sharpeners; bracelets, small balls; t-shirts; yo-yos; socks; jump ropes; etc.

about our thanksgiving season ministries
We have decided to cancel this year’s edition of our annual thanksgiving potluck feast, traditionally held after 
worship on the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day. As you undoubtedly have already guessed, the reason for the 
cancellation is the COVID-19 pandemic.

HOWEVER, we have also decided to carry on with our Thanksgiving season ministry through which we provide 
food baskets to families in need through an organization called Christian Friendliness. For many years we have 
received contact information for six families in need from CF, then shopped for, created, and delivered food 
baskets sufficient for a bountiful holiday meal. CF has decided to limit its food basket program to the families it 
serves through its Youth Hope ministry, but at this moment, we still expect to receive family names. Your financial 
donation - clearly marked, please - will help us contribute to several families’ celebration of Thanksgiving.
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covid-19 compels other changes, but also creativity
It is a sad fact of modern life that adapting to the ongoing pandemic often means we must cancel this year’s 
version of ministries. Another such cancellation, will be this year’s Christmas caroling journey, which for decades 
we have conducted in mid- to late December.

We WILL, however, still ring a Salvation Army bell on a Saturday in December (details to come), and decorate the 
upper level of our building for the Christmas season, including the hanging of banners and the setting up of our 
Chrismon tree in the lobby (we will pre-hang the chrismons this year, eliminating the need to do so during 
worship). Wednesday, December 2, at 6:30 p.m. is tentatively the date and time of this year’s COVID-aware (i.e. 
masks and social distancing) setup session. It usually takes us about an hour, so feel free to join us.

If you have ideas for ways for us to stay connected during these disconnected times, PLEASE share them, either 
directly with Bill Coley, or by letter, email, or a message sent through our church’s website.

hear the word of the Lord
"Where is Sarah, your wife?" the visitors asked. 

"She's inside the tent," Abraham replied. 

Then one of them said, "I will return to you about this time next year, and your wife, Sarah, will have a son!" 

Sarah was listening to this conversation from the tent. Abraham and Sarah were both very old by this time, and 
Sarah was long past the age of having children. So she laughed silently to herself and said, "How could a worn-
out woman like me enjoy such pleasure, especially when my master—my husband—is also so old?" 

Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh? Why did she say, 'Can an old woman like me have a 
baby?' Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return about this time next year, and Sarah will have a son." 

Sarah was afraid, so she denied it, saying, "I didn't laugh." 

But the LORD said, "No, you did laugh."                                                                            Genesis 18.9-15  (NLT)

a reminder
Abraham was 100 years old. Sarah, his wife, was 90. So it’s not hard to understand their chuckling disbelief when 
in Genesis 18, heaven-sent visitors tell the couple that they soon will be parents of a newborn. There was no 
sensible rationale for accepting such a prediction; couples their age did not and could not bear children, so they 
laughed... as most of us would have laughed as well.

It’s understandable that we might respond similarly to predictions of an end to the COVID-19 pandemic, given its 
longevity and re-intensifying magnitude. How CAN it end? What escape can there be from a monster that has 
killed more than 215,000 Americans and 800,000 residents of our planet, especially given the ferocity of its 
second wind? And what about our church, or other churches in the Quad Cities and around the world? How 
crippling will this siege become if, as it sure currently seems, the pandemic remains unchecked?

There are medical/public health responses to those questions: A safe and effective vaccine WILL come to market. 
We WILL develop better and more effective treatments for COVID patients. But as necessary, hopeful, and fact-
driven as those claims are, as people of faith we must give our first attention to the word Abraham and Sarah 
received from God’s emissaries in the passage quoted above: Is anything too hard for the LORD?

We serve and are loved by a God for whom the impossible is menial labor, for whom the unbelievable is always 
within convenient reach. We can’t know the specifics of how we as a congregation, or how our country or world 
will fare over the next many months. But one thing we can and must know is this: There is NOTHING “too hard” 
for our God.

VOTE  IN-PERSON OR BY MAIL. VOTE ON ELECTION DAY OR BEFORE. JUST VOTE.
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