
a new form of communication
During the first two-plus months of our congregational shutdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we updated you 
weekly on the status of our worship and ministries through something called the “Sunday Session.” Once in-
person worship resumed on July 12, and along with it an option for people to listen live to our worship by phone, 
we  suspended the weekly updates. What you’re currently reading is the first issue of a new monthly publication 
called “FCCEM Up2Date,” which we’ll distribute during the second week of each month until further notice. The 
purpose of this document is keep you informed about, and to invite you to participate in, our efforts to stay safe 
yet active as a church during this global health crisis.

The virus has imposed the current and quite lengthy lull in our congregational activity, but by faith we proclaim the 
virus will not have the last word. As a declaration of our conviction that God has great plans for our church, we 
bring you UP2DATE for September 2020.

what you need to know about the church’s finances
This has been a challenging year for our church financially due to the loss of faithful donors and the disruption of 
giving from other donors due to the shutdown of our worship and other ministries. Currently, for example, we face 
a deficit of more than $2,000 in giving that we would have expected by this time in the year had everyone who 
was supporting our ministries at the time the shutdown began in March maintained their same levels of giving 
throughout the year. In response to the shortfall, on more than one occasion this year we have accessed money 
set aside in what we call the “General Fund Emergency Fund,” a fund whose own balance has as a result been 
reduced.

We request and encourage your continued financial support of our ministries. Whether as an effort to “catch up” 
on your own giving, or to give in addition to your regular giving, if possible, please join our efforts to battle the 
impact of the pandemic on our congregation’s financial health.
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a new phone number for our phone-in worship
Our first experiment with conference calling - the technology that allows all of us to be together by phone, and for 
people to call in on Sundays to listen to worship live - relied on an inexpensive service which, we discovered, 
delivered poor customer service and more than a few service-related obstacles for those who sought to call in (for 
example, during worship on August 29, everyone on the call, including Bill Coley, was summarily and 
simultaneously disconnected from the call and could not reconnect). Efforts to resolve that system’s technical 
difficulties did not succeed, so we have switched to a higher quality service, which means the numbers we dial to 
connect to meetings or Sunday worship have also changed. Here’s what you need to know:

1. TO CONNECT TO THE SERVICE (whether for worship or a meeting): Dial 309-306-0038
2. DURING OR AFTER THE SERVICE’S WELCOME MESSAGE, ENTER OUR ACCESS CODE: 964600
3. DURING OR AFTER OUR BRIEF WELCOME MESSAGE, PRESS THE * BUTTON TWICE

If the call’s host - usually but not always Bill Coley - has not called in yet, you will hear music until that happens. If 
the host HAS called in, you will be on the call and able to chat with others. Our plan is to have the host call 
launched by 10:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings to allow for the full 15 minutes of “lobby time.”

We regret having to make this change and the inconvenience that will arise as we adjust to the new numbers and 
the return of an access code. But we WILL get used to it and what we expect will be our MUCH greater 
satisfaction with the final results.



helmets of hope ministry to veterans making deliveries
In 2019, our essential household supply ministry to veterans facing housing crisis called “Helmets of Hope” 
provided more rags, cleaners, and paper- and laundry products than in any year since its launch in 2015. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, however, this year has produced a quite different result, as only in the last couple of 
weeks have we made any supply deliveries to our partner agencies since the shutdown began in March.

Our partners have been shut down, as well. Still today, for example, the VA’s Community Resources and Referral 
Center in Davenport, to which we have provided nearly 10,000 supply items over the years, offers food pantry and 
shower services to veterans, but by appointment only. 

The good news is that we ARE making supply deliveries again (including, as of this summer, food boxes). 
Granted, not in great quantities, but that’s something of a blessing since Dollar Tree, from which we purchase 
most of the supplies we distribute, has yet to resume case-lot sales of most of the items we use.

Pray for Helmets of Hope and for the veterans Helmets serves.
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Sunday group advancing its study of Jesus as (or as not) God
The “To the Pointe” Sunday group that meets at 9:00 a.m. in our fellowship hall is about to complete a year-plus 
examination of the Gospels on the question of whether Jesus was God. The 40+ hour-long sessions to-date have 
been filled with careful reading, probing questions, and unexpected discovery. Once the group finishes with the 
Gospel of John in a couple of weeks, it will move to a list of 290 passages located in the remainder of the New 
Testament. Following that lengthy journey, the group will explore the Old Testament’s contribution to the 
discussion. AND THEN... the group will pursue additional sources of information.

All that to tell you that if you want to experience thoughtful, insightful, yet spirited and just plain fun Bible study, 
there’s room - and plenty of time - for you among the masked and socially distanced participants in this Sunday 
group.
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an update on the sale of some of our land
Earlier this year, two of the church’s neighbors inquired as to their potential purchase of some of the land in the 
southwest corner of our property. One neighbor sought additional land on which to build a raised-bed garden for 
one of his sons’ management, the son dealing with the effects of an inoperable brain tumor. The other neighbor 
sought to extend his lot’s “backyard” via purchase of what is all ravine. Here’s a status update on those potential 
sales:

• We have agreed in principle to the sale of a 6,000 sq ft parcel to first-mentioned neighbor, a parcel that lies 
well south of our asphalt parking lot and would extend the reach of his property to the east, but not all the way 
to the tree line. Our general board has accepted an offer of $0.75/sq ft on this sale, for a final price of $4,500. 
That neighbor will pay for the surveyor services that to mark off the precise dimensions of the land sold.

• We have agreed in principle to the sale of a portion of the ravine behind the house of the other neighbor. The 
final sale price of that sale will be $1,500. The price-per-sq ft will be much less in this sale than the other sale 
because the land in this sale is all wooded ravine, while the land in the other sale does not need to be cleared.

We’ll keep you informed.
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hear the word of the Lord
7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile clay jars containing this great 
treasure. This makes it clear that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. 8 We are pressed on every 
side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but 
never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 10 Through suffering, our bodies 
continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 

2 Corinthians 4.7-10 (NLT)
a reminder
This has been an astonishing year, hasn’t it? The incendiary combination of a deadly global pandemic and its 
impacts, both on lives and economies, a level of social unrest around issues of race and justice the likes of which 
we haven’t experienced since 1968, and the inevitable maelstrom of a presidential election year for a deeply 
divided electorate has produced chaos and uncertainty. Competing versions of both diagnosis - what’s wrong - 
and prescription - what to do about it - have sharpened the fault lines among political and cultural factions. In my 
63 years of life, I can’t recall a time when as a nation we were as divided as it seems we are today.

So there’s plenty of reason to run to Paul’s words to the Corinthians reported above. We ARE like “fragile clay 
jars” who are pressed, perplexed, and knocked down by the challenges that surround us. As a nation, as a planet, 
we suffer under the assault of a multitude of forces, some of our own making, some not. So it is all the greater of a 
blessing to be reminded of the power of God we “fragile clay jars” hold, of the fact that though pressed and 
perplexed, we are never crushed or abandoned. In fact, through the way we handle these difficult days, we show 
the world the life of the one we call Lord and savior.

There’s a lot going on right now. It’s a hard season for millions of Americans, for countless more people in other 
nations, for our and many other churches, and quite possibly for you. Hang in. Hold on. As we reminded each 
other in the early days of the pandemic, so I remind us now: We WILL get through this... by the great power of 
God that we hold in the “fragile clay jars” we call our lives.

strengthening our COVID-19 protections
We recently took additional steps to strengthen our church’s efforts to provide a safe environment for our Sunday 
morning activities. We added hands-free soap and paper towel dispensers in the three restrooms and in the 
kitchen and communion preparation areas. 

• To use the paper towels, simply grab the exposed towel sheet and tear across NOT down to separate that 
section into your hands. The dispenser will then automatically release another section of towel, either for your 
use, if you need more, or the next person’s use.

• To use the soap dispensers, wave your hand under the unit (no need to touch it). You *might* have to move 
your hand out and back under the device, but they DO work and are touchless.

CROP hunger walk will look much different, but...
COVID-19 has forced changes to CROP Hunger Walks across the country. This year, the Quad Cities Walk, which 
supports anti-hunger efforts in our area and around the world, and in which FCCEM has participated for nearly 30 
years, will consist of lots of personal and small group walks conducted at the times of their choice.

This year, we invite you and the group of your creation to walk on any or all of these Saturdays: September 19 & 
26, and October 3 & 10. Record your walk on video and/or photos, if you’re willing, and we’ll add your images to 
the video we create of our church’s CROP efforts. Be sure to be safe if you walk as a group!

You don’t have to walk to participate! You can donate money by mail, at the church’s website, or in the Sunday 
offering tray. Be sure to mark your donation clearly.
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