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� Operation Christmas Child 

� Thanksgiving food basket ministry

� Thanksgiving potluck feast

� Helmets of Hope reaches milestone

� Season of Giving event in Moline

� Ringing the Salvation Army bell

� Setting up for Christmas

� Christmas season ministry collection

� Two seasonal outreach collections

� Trunk or Treat success

� A significant financial gift

� This and more inside!



“The hard part about this is finding the path, discerning those plans,

and seeing the open doors in the midst of the chaos and concerns...”

The lyrics of the second stanza of the iconic
hymn “How Great Thou Art” include this
declaration: “And when I think of God, his son not
sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in.”
It’s the final clause in that quotation I offer for our
consideration as we approach yet another
Thanksgiving day.  

YET ANOTHER Thanksgiving. 

I can feel that way, can’t it? Again with the meal
plans, the travel plans, the which side of the
family when plans. Again with the frenzied
anxieties and expectations of the Christmas
holiday season that commandeers our culture’s
attention within hours of the refrigeration of what
remains of our Thanksgiving meals. Again with all
of that.

It doesn’t need to be that way. There is hope for
our wearied and distracted attention spans, hope
that starts with deep breaths and confident
pushes of our lives’ pause buttons in attempts to
prove the hymn writer wrong: With enough focus
and faith, we CAN take it in, this love of God.

When in pause mode, we have the time to review
the past hour, day, week, month, year, and/or life.
Such reviews, if executed apart from our self-
centered needs to claim control and responsibility
for all the good that comes our way, will show
we’ve accomplished basically nothing on our
own. We didn’t birth ourselves, obviously. We
didn’t plant ourselves in communities of friends
and family who provided as best they could for
our needs and saw to our first steps toward
maturity. We didn’t open the doors to opportunity
that we’ve discovered through the years, whether
related to relationship, occupation, personal
growth, or healing from 

deeply affecting wounds. We ALWAYS had help.

I continue to marvel at our resilience as a
congregation. Many churches far larger than ours
have closed their doors, sold their properties, and
distributed their people to other faith
communities. But not us. Money continues to
arrive when needed, for the purposes needed,
from the people God has chosen to champion our
continued ministry. We have few conversations
about our precarious circumstances today, I think
because we HAVE taken in and accepted our fate
as secured by God’s abundant provision. We
HAVE figured out that God has a reason and
ministry for us. There are veterans still to serve,
meals yet to provide, worship experiences yet to
create, neighbors yet to love. We HAVE figured
out - taken it in - that God isn’t finished with us
yet. 

The hard part about this is not accepting its reality
- God IS alive and active on behalf of our church;
God DOES have plans for us; God IS the one
who sent Jesus to the cross for our salvation. The
hard part about this is finding the path, discerning
those plans, and seeing the open doors in the
midst of the chaos and concerns that surround
us.

What I am deeply thankful for is that there is great
evidence that we ARE finding the path and
seeing the open doors, we ARE, sometimes
haltingly and with reservations, feeling our way
toward God’s vision for our future. I am
profoundly grateful that we appear to have been
convinced that God is as big a God as we
proclaim. And because that’s true, in the year to
come we will again be a small church doing BIG
things.

Another year is about to close. What have you made of this one? What

will you make of the next one? What will you allow God to make of you?

“Season of Giving” celebrates
generosity in many ways
Last year our Helmets of Hope ministry
participated in a great neighborhood event in the
west side of Moline, Scott Hildebrand’s “Season
of Giving,” which included a blood drive, a food
pantry collection, and
more. Thanks to a
return invitation, our
Helmets team will again
this year set up a table
at the site, distribute
literature, sell some of
their beautiful craft
items, and again get the
word out about our
provision of essential
household supplies to veterans who move off the
streets and into housing of their own with the help
of VA housing grants. 

We invite you to stop by this year’s Season of
Giving event, which is held in a vacant area next
to Hildebrand’s home at 1504 26th Avenue in
Moline. Bring cans of food for the food pantry, say
hello to our Helmets team, and take in Scott’s
wonderful collection of large/gigantic seasonal
inflatables, numbering in the hundreds. 

If you’re a blood donor, contact Scott via his
Facebook page -
https://www.facebook.com/events/668710820304
698/ - to set up an appointment. Eighty time slots
are available for the drive that will last from 11:00-
4:00 p.m. (the Helmets team will end their stay at
3:00 p.m.) 

Time to ring bells again for 
the Salvation Army
We’ve stationed a team at the Moline Wal Mar for
the last forever number of years, and we expect
to do so again this year, but at the moment, we
don’t have a date scheduled because we’re
having difficulty contacting the schedulers. As
soon as we solidify a date - we know it will be a
Saturday, from 10:00-2:00 p.m. - we’ll post a sign
up sheet at Mission Central so you can reserve
your half hour block(s) of time.

Another great Trunk or Treat!
We praise God for the more than 400 guests -
children and chaperones - we welcomed to our
grounds on Halloween night
for the thirteenth edition of our
annual Trunk or Treat event.
The weather didn’t allow us to
welcome our guests on The
Pointe as we have in recent
years, but our fellowship hall
served as a great backup location. 

Again among the highlights this year was the fact
that several of our guests testified to their
previous visits to our event. For example, one
young girl whispered into the ear of our Bugs
Bunny-costumed pastor kneeling beside her for a
photo, “You were Sylvester last year, I KNOW it!” 

Thanks to everyone who helped plan and pull off
Trunk or Treat XIII, who donated nearly 3,000
pieces of candy, nearly all of which we handed
out.

Trunk or Treat remains a signature ministry of our
congregation. Praise God!

https://www.facebook.com/events/668710820304698/
https://www.facebook.com/events/668710820304698/


WHAT will fill your Thanksgiving Day?

Congregational thanksgiving
feast on November 24
It’s one of our most satisfying - or at least hunger-
sating - events of the year: our annual
Thanksgiving feast that follows worship on
the Sunday before Thanksgiving Day. We
invite you and your friends and family to join us
on November 24 as we eat around our new...
round... tables seated in the new chairs, both of
which have received such glowing reviews, AND
amidst the shoe boxes and cartons that will still
be in the room from the night before (our
Operation Christmas Child boxing party - 5:00pm
on November 23) as well as what we expect will
be the hundreds, perhaps more than a thousand,
boxes we will have received by then as an OCC
drop-off center. 

The rules for our Thanksgiving feast are the
same as for any other potluck: Bring food to
share if you can, but if you can’t bring food, come
anyway. God ALWAYS provides! (we’re aware
that a 21 pound turkey has made the ultimate
sacrifice so we could eat together on the 24th!)

Two Christmas-season
collections meet needs:
COLLECTION 1: During the month of December
we'll collect clothing and other items useful to
newborns and their families as served by
Pregnancy Resources. Here's the list of
recommendation donations:
terrycloth & blanket sleepers (newborn to 18
months); cloth diapers; diaper pins; undershirts or
onesies; outfits; sweaters; hooded bath towels;
changing pads; baby wipes; disposable 

diapers; plastic pants; blankets & receiving
blankets; new bottles & pacifiers;
bibs; socks & booties; toys
Place your donated items in the
crib that we'll position beneath the
main Christmas tree in the church
lobby during the month of
December.

COLLECTION 2: We're also
collecting winter wear this year.
Coats, hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, anything
that people can wear to adapt to the elements of
the season soon upon us. A tree to receive your
donations of THOSE items will be up and open
during December, in the lobby, close to the main
entrance. 

These two collections show you don't have to
spend much to make a big difference in people's
lives. By your gifts, help us do BIG things to meet
needs in our community.

It’s time for our annual
Christmas ministry donations
To honor the people of our lives - both those
living and not - at this time of year we welcome
donations to our general ministries in the name of
those we wish to honor. We've included this
year's Christmas season donation slip in this
newsletter. Simply complete the form, making
sure to provide the requested information in a
legible fashion, and include it with your donation
of any amount (checks made out to the church).
We will post the list of donors and those
remembered at Mission Central, as well as on the
screen and in the December newsletter.

WHO will fill your Thanksgiving Day?

Operation Christmas Child
means ministry to kids
For the last 25 years or more, each year in
November we’ve created, collected, and
delivered to a local drop off location shoe boxes
filled with age- and gender-appropriate items for
children in developing nations around the world
through the international Christian outreach called
Operation Christmas Child (OCC). 

This year we will again create boxes that will be
shipped to other nations to
provide simple gifts as well
as a presentation of the
Gospel. If you have items
for our box creation, we
need to receive them on or
before our box packing
party on Saturday,
November 23 (5:00 p.m.
casual potluck will begin event) Need some
ideas as to what to donate? Two things: Dollar
stores make a great one stop location, and check
out Mission Central or our church’s website for a
link to lots of helpful information.

But again this year we will do more than pack our
own boxes; we will also put the boxes others
create in cartons we’ll transport to the Quad
Cities central collection center in Davenport. For
the second year, we’ll serve as one of the Illinois
Quad Cities’ drop off locations, which means
individuals, families, organizations, and other
churches will deliver their collected boxes to us
for processing. Last year we welcomed more
than 1,000 boxes, and expect a similarly-blessing
total this year.

Y

ou can volunteer to help with this year’s OCC
ministry by signing the sheet at Mission Central. 
There are several names already scattered
throughout the various time frames of our drop-off
location’s open hours, but we ALWAYS have
room for more! We invite you to add your name to
whatever time(s) work for you - add your name to
lines on which other names are found! We will
thank God for your help.

Support our Thanksgiving food
basket ministry this Sunday
We give thanks to God for this year’s version of
our Thanksgiving food basket ministry. For yet

another year we are a small
church doing the BIG thing
of providing six families
with a holiday feast,

including turkey and all the
fixings. It’s quite a site to

watch our team pack the
boxes, which they then deliver

in person to the six households, this year all
located in East Moline. 
Of course our food basket ministry depends on
the generosity of our people. Your prayers, but
also your financial support make this ministry
possible. This coming Sunday is the third and
final Sunday you’ll find a table in the church lobby
at which you can make a donation (please
consider your gifts to our food basket ministry as
over and above your usual giving to our church). 
Join us in praising God for the difference we’ll
make this year in the Thanksgiving celebration of
six East Moline households.



This year, wish people a merry Christmas, then help them have one.

Cookie exchange sign up soon
We never know whether there will be interest in a
holiday cookie exchange. In recent years, there
has been interest, so once again this year we’re
posting a sign up sheet at Mission Central to
gauge interest. Cookie exchanges work simply:
Each participant prepares one dozen of the kind
of cookie of her or his choice for each of the other
exchange participants, as do those others. So,
every exchanger leaves the event with having
given a dozen cookies to every other baker and
received a dozen from each of them. It’s holiday
fun. Express your interest in this year’s
exchange, which will be held on Sunday,
December 15, at 10:00 a.m. on the sheet soon
to be posted at Mission Central. We need to know
of your intention to participate by the week
before, December 8.

Help us set up building for
Christmas season, December 4
Every year, we spend an hour or so setting up
the main level of our building for the Christmas
season. We hang seasonal wall banners, build
the nativity season that sits in front of the
communion table, hang garland around the
platform, and set up the lobby Christmas trees,
which we set aglow with special lighting fixtures
throughout the season. You can help us with
these many (but simple) tasks when we meet on
Wednesday, December 4, at 6:30 p.m.

Helmets of Hope to pass 19,000
items delivered mark
What a blessing to report that as we approach the
fourth anniversary of our first-ever household
supply deliveries to our partner agencies
(December 5) we will soon
pass the 19,000 total items
delivered mark, and 2019 will
go into the books as one of
our best years ever. It’s
already the best-ever when it
comes to the number of
move-in kits we’ve provided
(125 so far, breaking the old
record of 105) donations received and money
raised through fund-raising. What’s more, it has
an outside chance of breaking our record for the
most total supply items delivered in a single year.
Praise God!

Lois Stawicki gift arrives
We were surprised and humbled last month when
we learned that Lois Stawicki, who was active in
our church for many, many years before moving
her church life to another
congregation, left our
church in her estate
planning.  Earlier this
week we received the
result of her investment
on our behalf: $21,689.85. Lois left our church
physically, but we knew her heart never left here
given her recurring gifts to us over the years.
Now we know she intended to bless us in a way
none of us could have expected. Praise God!

Christmas is a great time of the year, but NOT because of sales

and seasonal decorations.

Caroling adventure comes 
round again
We were surprised by the great response to last
year’s request for volunteers to go on our annual
Christmas caroling journey. May we be surprised
again this year! We’ll go out this year on
Saturday, December 21, launching from the
church at 2:00 p.m. As has ALWAYS been the
case in our caroling parties, you don’t need to
sing well (or at all, for that matter) and you don’t
need to know song lyrics or how to read music
(we provide lyric books). All you need is a desire
to bring joy and hope to people who have been ill,
are homebound, or have recently lost a loved
one. This simple ministry is one of presence: our
presence, more than our songs, makes the
difference. Express your interest in this year’s
caroling on the sheet at Mission Central.

Christmas walk comes back
For the second consecutive year, we’re going to
take in the Christmas Walk in Geneseo. Last year
we did so as one of the first of our monthly
Centennial events, and all who went reported
great experiences. This year’s Walk is scheduled
for Saturday, December 14. Plans call for the
group to leave the church at noon, travel to
Geneses, experience the joy (?) of shopping
through the town, take in a late lunch, then enjoy
the event’s parade that’s scheduled for 5:00 p.m.
You can express your interest in this year’s
Christmas Walk by signing up at Mission Central.
Ride sharing is possible, though nothing has
been decided yet.

Second annual tour of
Christmas lights set for
December
Another of our successful early Centennial events
last year was a tour of Quad Cities area
Christmas light displays. We
will resurrect that trip on
Saturday, December 7,
leaving the church at 6:00
p.m. We’ll have a list of
locations to pass out, and
share rides so that anyone who
wants to join us, but doesn’t
want to do the driving will fit
right in. We’ll soon post a sign up sheet at
Mission Central for you to express your interest.

Watch for the 20/20 ministry
claim form
We gauge interest in our ministries - for example,
who’s willing to serve communion - by the check
marks people make on what we call a ministry
claim form. The form lists what we do and the
ways you can be part of anything that appeals to
you. Your mission is review the many items and
mark the items that interest you for 2020. And
contrary to what you might think, the form has
something for EVERYBODY, even the person
who simply attends worship...occasionally. The
form is our best insight into who we can count on
to serve for us and with us in the new year. Look
for the form at Mission Central by the end of the
month, then complete, sign, and return it to the
church office by Sunday, December 15, so we
can schedule Sunday morning ministries for the
first month of the year.



Attendance

DATE Sunday Groups Sunday Worship

October 20 14 23

October 27 13 20

November 3 12 17

November 10 13 20

Finances
Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48,826.16
Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48,798.12
Needed for 2019 Budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $51,285.36

Prayer Matters

Recent Concerns

Walt Clark - Making progress at home following rehab stay

Homebound

Ethel Dawson - 2638 5th St Ct. East Moline

Serving in December

- Welcome Team - - Multimedia Operator -
Karen Lavalle Dawn Dumoulin

- Praying at the Table - - Presenting LifeSounds -
Maurine Unzel Shari Coley

- Preparing Communion - - Serving Communion  -
Karen Lavalle Shari Coley

- Providing Childcare -
Deb Langley

NOTE: You can help with any of these Sunday morning ministries! Contact the church office
to make yourself available.

A Birthday in December
Jim Ledbetter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Barb Bennett-Hakanson. . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

An Anniversary in December
Bev Hartman & Earl Davidson . . . . . . . . 13

NOTE: We can’t tell people about your
birthday or anniversary unless you tell us.
Contact the church office with your
information 

New sermon series begins
December 1
The challenge of telling the same Christmas story
in different ways looms large every Christmas
season, over every congregation in every part of
the globe. 
In our sermon series this year we’ll tell the story,
but from a different angle, the “what if?” angle.

! What if Mary and Joseph had not reacted to
the angels’ words in the way they did?

! What if the shepherds had discounted the
words of the angels as
some mirage?

! What if the wisemen had
not followed the star? 

We’ll move through the
Christmas story, piece by piece,
always asking, what if that hadn’t happened.
happened?


