
First Christian Church of East Moline March 2020
� Our response to the COVID-19



“In these chaotic and concerning times,
it's really easy to lose hope, to choose fear over faith.” 

The world has changed. Organically, drastically,
biologically, economically, globally, and
sociologically the world has changed.

Back in January, images of Chinese citizens in
virus-affected communities wearing surgical
masks amused me and probably many other
westerners. It looked almost comical, I thought:
Placid-faced people, moving nonchalantly from
place to place as if oblivious to their prominent
nose and mouth protection. I no longer think it
comical because the masks are here, along with
practices called self-monitoring and "social
distancing." Our world has changed.

Confronting the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a
team effort in which we ALL have a role. Doctors,
nurses, and medical support personnel serve on
the front lines, treating the wounded. Resear-
chers in laboratories search for, test, and
eventually will bring to market a vaccine that will
protect us going forward. Public health experts
gather and interpret information for government
officials and the public at large so that every team
member - from front office executives to long-time
retirees - has the information they need to make
good decisions. And you and I implement the
recommendations of those experts; we do what
we can to slow the spread of the virus and to
serve those affected by its impact.

But there's another team member - actually, the
team owner - we must talk about: God. In a
television interview the other night, the owner of
the Dallas Mavericks in the NBA reported that
during the current shut down of all league 

activities, the
team will pay its hourly workers as if they were
still working. That's grace. That's provision in
times of need. By faith we claim God will provide
for us in this time of acute need. 

Last Sunday we heard texts from the Gospels in
which Jesus reminded his followers about the
power of his presence. 

 3 When in a boat during a storm, a
sleeping Jesus was enough to empower
his fellow passengers to say no to fear. 

 3 When on the water walking toward them
in a storm, a gravity-defying Jesus was
enough to deliver protection from dread
and doubt. 

 3 When on the water waiting for Peter's
approach, an inviting Jesus was enough
to equip Peter to walk across the waves,
not sink in them.

 3 And back on land, a Jesus who had fed
multiple thousands was enough to keep
his followers from wondering what they
were going to eat since no one had
remembered to bring bread for their
journey.

Of course, in the storm Jesus' followers didn't say
no to fear or dread or doubt; they panicked. And
Peter didn't walk across the waves; he
panicked... and sank. And Jesus' followers did
wonder what they were going to eat since no one
had brought food. The point of those Gospels
stories was about what was possible for Peter
and company had they chosen faith over fear. It's
a lesson we team players very much need now.

[COLUMN CONCLUDES INSIDE BACK PAGE]

ANDFROMBILL (cont.)

In these chaotic and concerning times, it's really easy to lose hope, to choose fear over faith. It's really
easy to focus on worst-case scenarios and end-of-the-world possibilities. Fear, particularly when much is
unknown as is the case with COVID-19, is a powerful foe to which we often surrender. But fear is not a
solution; it's a prison, one that holds its victims captive, immobilized, unable to function. Fearing what
COVID-19 MIGHT do is an endless and non-repeating verse because fear is also a creative foe, one
that will always think of some new and more dangerous, even deadly, outcome to its impact. Fear is a
simple response - because it severely limits our options - but it's rarely the right one.

Faith is the response we need now. Not blind faith! Not "don't change a thing" faith in mistaken
confidence that God will take rescue us from our every ignorance. But faith fit for the occasion, which in
this case, I propose, refuses to surrender the future to a virus, which says with hope that COVID-19 is a
challenge humanity WILL face and WILL conquer. At some point - and we can't yet say when - we will
return to a life more in keeping with our expectations: schools will hold classes, restaurants will serve
patrons, fans will cheer from stadium and arena seats, and congregations will in the same rooms
worship the God who never abandoned them in their storms, even when they chose fear over faith.

So for now, be a good team player: 

 ! Wash your hands frequently 

 ! Practice "social distancing" (at least six feet from people whenever possible)

 ! Cover your mouth when you cough 

 ! Contact a healthcare provider if you develop symptoms (CALL first!)

 ! Don't shake hands or hug

 ! Avoid crowds of almost any size

 ! Respect the counsel of healthcare professionals

 ! And choose faith over fear



AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Given the disruption, challenges, and threats to public health posed by the Coronavirus (COVID-19) we
issue the following guidance effective immediately and that will remain in effect until further notice
(NOTE: For the purposes of this document, “safe distance” means at least six feet of separation - on
either side AND in front and behind you - at all possible times*):

SUNDAY MORNINGS

! The “8-4-0 Prayer Group” will not meet.

! Our two adult Sunday groups will not meet.

! THIS Sunday, March 22, we will hold a half-hour prayer service at 10:30 a.m. During the
service and while maintaining safe distance we will sing a couple of songs, receive an offering,
take communion, talk about our concerns regarding the situation we face, and pray for God’s
abundance in our personal, community, national, and global fight against COVID-19. This will be
our last “formal” Sunday morning gathering until public health officials change their guidance as
to the number of people with whom Americans may safely gather to 50 or above.

! On succeeding Sundays - that is, beginning March 29 - our pastor, Bill Coley, will be at the
church from 10:00-11:30 a.m. to welcome, talk and pray with, and offer communion to all who
show up. These will NOT be scheduled, formal worship or prayer service gatherings, but rather
informal opportunities for people to pray and/or share at safe distance - some by themselves,
some with others. Come AT ANY TIME during the 90 minutes to share, to pray, or just to get
away from the stress and unrest, if only for a few moments.

! On Easter Sunday - April 12 - Bill Coley will be at the church from 10:00-Noon to serve as host
to a prayer vigil in our worship center. You may come to the church AT ANY TIME during the
two hours. When you arrive, enter the worship center and find a seat at safe distance from
others to join your prayers with others’. An available printed sheet will offer encouragement from
Scripture as well as guidance for your prayers. When you have finished offering your prayers,
you may move to the front of the worship center if you wish to receive communion from Bill at
the communion table.

! ALL communion elements in ALL future services of communion until further notice
(including the Sundays that offer ninety minutes for informal gatherings) will be prepared and
served by people wearing disposable gloves. For the bread, we will serve commercially-
produced communion wafers in disposable communion cups rather than a loaf of bread from
which people remove their own servings. 

! On first Sundays of months you may still bring bagged empty aluminum cans to the church for
our regularly-scheduled recycling Sundays, but we will NOT hold a breakfast potluck. Place
bags of cans by the shed, as usual.

! On third Sundays of months you may still bring non-perishable food items for donation to the
Churches United food pantry managed by Christ United Methodist Church, next door. Place
donations in the lobby collection area.

! [THIS SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT CONCLUDES ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THIS PAGE]

*We recognize that natural traffic flows often lead people routinely to pass closer than six feet from each other. Our
request that we maintain “safe distance” does NOT mean we expect people NEVER come within less than six feet
of each other, but rather that people maintain safe distances whenever possible, particularly when not moving -
during lobby conversations, small group discussions, and in worship and prayer times, for example.

OTHER MATTERS (until futher notice)

" Beginning Wednesday, April 1, Bill Coley will post a weekly recorded word of encouragement
on our church’s website (www.fccem.org/an-encouraging-word), but the page will NOT be
available on our website until April 1. 

" We have postponed indefinitely the Faith Planter classes that had been scheduled to occur in
advance of Easter Sunday, as well as the baptismal service we had planned for Easter Sunday
itself. We will of course announce new dates when they become available.

" We have postponed indefinitely the two Helmets of Hope fundraisers we had planned for the
month of May: “May Day Mariachi” (May 1) and the second Helmets quarter auction (May 15).

" As of March 17, the Churches United meal site hosted by Mt Zion Baptist Church in East Moline
ceased operations through at least mid-April, so it’s unclear when our teams will next prepare
and serve the meal there.

" We will not make our facilities available for personal, family, or outside group use.

" Though Bill Coley will be in the church office frequently, the office will not have
established hours. You may leave a voice mail at the church or contact Bill on his cell phone
(309-230-1600).

" Information about our church’s response to COVID-19 will be published and regularly-
updated on the church’s website.

" Bill Coley will be available for office, home, hospital, and care center visits as requested,
permitted, and possible.

THE CHURCH’S FINANCES

Providing for the financial health of our church is a difficult but critical element of our fight
against the effects of COVID-19. While several of us send financial support via personal checks mailed
to the church, or with help from our financial institutions, which send checks to the church on prescribed
days of the month, many others of us provide our tithes and offerings in the tray that passes during
Sunday worship. For the well-being of our church’s finances and our ability to meet fixed costs such as
utilities and payroll, those of us in the latter group - who give on Sunday mornings - need to adjust our
approach. Whether you give weekly, monthly, or at some other frequency, please maintain your faithful
support in one or more of three ways: 1) by mailing your personal checks to the church (3501 7th St,
East Moline, IL   61244); 2) by establishing a scheduled gift through your financial institution,
which will send your gifts to the church in the amounts and at the frequency of your choice; or 3) by
donating at our website (fccem.org/donate) where also you can establish a schedule for your gifts to
the church in the amounts of your choice; our online giving service is 100% safe and secure.
The mission and ministries of FCCEM appreciate and very much depend on your financial support,
perhaps now more than ever. Thank you in advance for your help during these trying times. 

A CLOSING WORD

Without a doubt, this is a confusing, chaotic, and anxious season. By the decisions announced in this
insert we do not in any way mean to diminish our love or support for each other or our community, or our
commitment to our ministries. We mean only to provide safe settings in which people may gather to
worship, learn, pray, and serve. While rapidly changing circumstances may compel us to make
additional changes to our operations, what will never change is our faith in God, our commitment to
Christ, or our passion to meet needs, heal wounds, and connect people to Jesus.

http://www.fccem.org/an-encouraging-word;

