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In case you were unable to attend the Zoom Family Room here is a summary… 

Zoom Family Room Update - April 12, 2020: 

Thank you for joining us, it's important for us to stay connected and communicate well in difficult times...and albeit not 
in person we want to stay up to date with one another as best as possible. 

Engagement - Dear Rising Fam, the Board has asked me to share my heart for us as the body of Christ as we find 
ourselves in uncharted and unprecedented times that took us all by surprise! For the past year we worked diligently 
and against many odds to finally arrive in our new and permanent home. The long transition saw us lose many 
friends, volunteers and supporters. But all along the way we were certain God was with us and guiding us and today 
we feel no different! We were able to complete the remodel of our building and move in in late January having 
services in February heading towards Grand Opening in March! And then WHAM this coronavirus thing took our legs 
out from underneath us! We had a nearly 60% increase in attendance on Grand Opening Sunday, we were excited 
by the new found momentum, and then we were forced to go online. This grates against one of our strongest values 
and characteristics as a church, our family feel, our deep care and connection with one another and the ability to hug 
and pray for one another in person as well as worship and learn God’s Word together.  

Which brings me to my first pastoral appeal. Just like a shepherd who would lead his flock away from dangers in the 
wild it is my responsibility to warn you to fight against the natural inclination to withdraw, to be fearful, to hunker down 
and retreat to safety of your home and forget about your church family, your brothers and sisters, we are better when 
we are together! Even if our only way to gather is online, I appeal you to do it! To carve time out and make it a 
priority. The writer of Hebrews challenges us to continue meeting together and even though the how has changed 
the why certainly has not! Not all, but some of us have lightened schedules during this time and the temptation is to 
fill it with other things, including anxiety and fear. But I need you to consider staying engaged as one of your highest 
priorities and to join us online. Remember if the devil can’t make you bad he certainly will make you busy or prioritize 
other things over God and Godly pursuits. 

So my appeal is for you to challenge yourself to engage more during this covid-19 state; Bible Studies, Prayer 
Meetings, Worship Online as well as to continue supporting and partnering with The Rising financially, because we’re 
better together, the devil would love for us to grow apart rather than together, we’re interdependent and 
interconnected as the Apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Cor. 12, even if virtually. So please stay in the room! This is a 
time to rally together as the church, for the church, for the Gospel and for the Kingdom! Another way to engage and 
help The Rising at this time is to live invitationally! Sure it’s not ideal but inviting your friends, co-workers, neighbors 
and family to watch our service online or join you in a Bible Study, but it’s also a really safe way for someone to 
explore The Rising and faith in Jesus far before they ever have to actually come to the building physically. And if they 
do join in, be sure to follow up with them, ask them their thoughts, and questions. The church cannot function on the 
backs of the few doing the work and supporting the work. We need everyone who calls The Rising Church their home 
church to do their part or sadly the church will cease to exist. 

Partnering - Secondly, we shared with you as the church family back in February at our Annual Church Family 
Meeting that our income was far too low to support the expenses as a church. As much as the staff, Finance Team 
and Governing Board has curbed spending and reduced the budget, the reality is we are still a long way off from 
receiving what we need (approx. $17,000/month, currently receiving approx. $11,000/month) monthly to operate. Our 
desire is not merely to exist but to have the resources to do outreach and the ministries God has called us to! So your 
church needs everyone to participate in tithing and generous living and generous giving! Again, the church cannot 
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function on only a few doing the work and supporting the work. The Rising needs EVERYONE who calls The Rising 
their church home to do their part!  

Marie’s Resignation - sadly after three faithful years of incredible service to the church Marie is stepping off of the 
staff team! When Marie first came on to the staff team it was in a contract type of role and position. Marie’s expertise 
and experience were needed to help us tighten and develop organizational systems and together we were able to 
launch many of them. Then came time to transition the church and she willingly stayed on to help us move out of the 
warehouse and into our new space. Marie is not leaving The Rising, it is just time for her to step off of the staff team 
and although there is no perfect time for staff departures and we are sad to see her leave we will honor her request to 
finish her time and will pray for her. Denise will be assuming some of Marie’s responsibilities and we are working on 
all the logistics of this over the next few weeks prior to Marie wrapping at the end of April. So, please be patient with 
us as we sort this out and pray for Marie too! 

Door Hanger Project - On a positive note, we have an amazing opportunity to come out of the ‘Stay Home & Stay 
Safe’ mandate with a citywide outreach campaign to help those in South Jordan know about our church; The Rising! 
We recently sent an e-mail about our Door Hanger Project and we’re excited by the potential to reach ALL of South 
Jordan together! The time to prepare and assemble these door hangers is NOW! If we can get them ready now, then 
once the ‘Stay Home and Stay Safe’ mandate is lifted we can canvas the neighborhoods of South Jordan and get the 
word out about our church, for a sort of Grand Re-Opening! So please join in this fantastic opportunity to promote our 
church! Our staff team will be coordinating the assembly and you can either pick up the materials from the church and 
do the compiling at home or come in and do it in the church building as a family. E-mail us at info@therisingutah.com 
if you are willing to help us out, remember many hands make light the work and in order to put 12,000 door hangers 
together we will need everyone to help out! 

In closing, through the difficult times and through the easy times, we know God is with us.  While different, what a 
great way to get together as a church family today celebrating the risen Savior who our hope and trust is in. 

Q&A - open up a time of question and answer... 

Prayer - close in prayer... 

Feel free to contact me or a Board Member if you have further thoughts or questions…we need to be Upper Room 
disciples in this season not Garden Disciples, please stay in the room! 

James Hanna - 303-994-6400 
Joe Cannon - 801-971-7155 
Randy Willes - 801-330-7974 
Sarah Schwarz - 801-201-2749 
Tamara Anderson - 801-230-1497 
Ty Phifer - 801-455-9357 
Pastor Josh - 801-358-1347 

 


