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Introduction 
 

On my first day at Grand Rapids Community College, I walked across the main quad and saw a man shouting 
through a bullhorn telling passing students that they were going to hell because of their sins. He brought one 
young woman to tears by screaming that she was sinful and evil. Something in me snapped. I bolted toward the 
man and grabbed his bullhorn and sign, which read “You’re Going to Hell!” I stepped up on a nearby picnic bench 
and spoke something different to the young woman whose attention I now had: “God loves you! You are good! 
You can be free and whole and right again!” A few minutes later the police showed up thinking I was inciting a riot.  
 
That day was the beginning for me—not of arrests, but of extending invitations. In that one moment standing on 
that picnic bench, I got a glimpse of what I wanted to give my life to—pointing people toward God’s grace, love, 
and kingdom in a winsome way. That was the day I decided to live the invitational life.  
 
As I’ve thought about what that really means, I’ve landed on four interrelated movements—live, show up, relate, 
and risk. By live, I mean getting swept up in God’s great love and living in deep connection with Jesus every day. 
When I say show up, I mean entering every space expectant, available, and with ears and eyes open to the Holy 
Spirit’s whispers and then following through without delay. Relate means sitting, walking, and sharing meals with 
people to listen to their stories and take an interest in them. Then there’s risk, the hardest movement. Risk means 
leaving your comfort zone and stepping into the unfamiliar to share God’s love, hope, and grace with whomever 
God asks—friends, strangers, enemies; the rich, the poor, the famous and the forgotten. 
 
This life is thrilling, compelling, and terrifying all at the same time. And our world needs you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How This Devotional Works 
 
This 40-day devotional is designed to get you started on your own journey into the invitational life and begin 
risking yourself to align with God’s heartbeat for humanity. Each day begins with a passage of Scripture to center 
you on God’s desire and truth. Then, you’ll be invited to reflect on several questions to help you open to what God 
might be saying to you, seeking to affirm, correct, or transform in you, and inviting you to do for the sake of the 
world he loves so much. The daily devotional time ends with a prayer to thank God, ask him for what you need, 
and invite him to send you out as his instrument. 
 
My prayer is that you’ll jump in for these 40 days and see what God will do in and through you as you embark on 
this invitational life.  
 
Now, let’s go! 
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1 - The Invitational Life 
 
“And we’re here today bringing you good news: the Message that what God promised the fathers has come true 
for the children—for us! He raised Jesus, exactly as described in the second Psalm: 
 
My Son! My very own Son! 
Today I celebrate you! 
 
“When he raised him from the dead, he did it for good—no going back to that rot and decay for him. That’s why 
Isaiah said, ‘I’ll give to all of you David’s guaranteed blessings.’ So also the psalmist’s prayer: ‘You’ll never let 
your Holy One see death’s rot and decay.’ 
 
“David, of course, having completed the work God set out for him, has been in the grave, dust and ashes, a long 
time now. But the One God raised up—no dust and ashes for him! I want you to know, my very dear friends, that 
it is on account of this resurrected Jesus that the forgiveness of your sins can be promised. He accomplishes, in 
those who believe, everything that the Law of Moses could never make good on. But everyone who believes in 
this raised-up Jesus is declared good and right and whole before God. 
 
“Don’t take this lightly. You don’t want the prophet’s sermon to describe you: 
Watch out, cynics; 
Look hard—watch your world fall to pieces. 
I’m doing something right before your eyes 
That you won’t believe, though it’s staring you in the face.” 
 
When the service was over, Paul and Barnabas were invited back to preach again the next Sabbath. As the 
meeting broke up, a good many Jews and converts to Judaism went along with Paul and Barnabas, who urged 
them in long conversations to stick with what they’d started, this living in and by God’s grace. 
 
When the next Sabbath came around, practically the whole city showed up to hear the Word of God. 
 
(Acts 13:32–44) (MSG) 
 
These are Paul’s words from his sermon to the people gathered at the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch. The 
leaders invited Paul to speak a word of exhortation and he didn’t hold back! I read this passage and have 
flashbacks of my first day at Grand Rapids Community College. Of course, I’m no Paul, but he too wanted to grab 
the megaphone away from those who’d had it up to that point and shout about the good news. Paul wanted to tell 
anyone who would listen that something new was happening and because of God’s love, every person on earth 
had an opportunity to join in and be part of a new way. Every person, whatever their past, had the ability through 
Jesus to be good and right and whole before God. And anyone who grabbed hold of this new life had the 
opportunity to invite others—they had the opportunity to live the invitational life. 
 
Reflection Questions 

• What are the key elements of Paul’s presentation of the gospel to the people gathered at the synagogue 
in Pisidian Antioch? 

• Reflect on a time you witnessed someone who was filled with passion about the gospel and wanting 
everyone else to know about it. Who was that person? What had inspired them so much? How did you 
feel in their presence during that time? 

• As you read this passage and reflect on the four movements of the invitational life—live, show up, relate, 
and risk—what do you sense God inviting you into as you begin this 40-day devotional? 
 

Prayer 
 
God, I want to be filled with a passion for the gospel like Paul was. Renew my spirit and give me the courage to 
embrace the invitational life you’ve called me into as a follower of Jesus. For the next 40 days, open my eyes to 
all you are inviting me to be and do so that others will know of your love. Amen. 
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Part I 
 

Live 
to put yourself in position to receive 

God’s love and grow in 
understanding his grace 

 
 

The first movement of the invitational life is to go deep with Jesus. By this, I 
mean to put yourself in a position to connect with God. Set aside time, create 
space, allow your heart to be open to receive God’s love and grow in your 
understanding of his grace. As a way to begin, we’ll spend the next few days 
deepening our understanding of the story we’re a part of and connecting with 
God’s heart. 
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2 - Creation 
 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” 
 
So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
 
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the 
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
 
Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit 
with seed in it. They will be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the 
creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 
 
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth 
day. 
 
(Genesis 1:26–31) 
 
 
The first chapter of the book of Genesis tells us the beginning of our story with God. And what a beginning it was! 
God created something out of nothing. He brought light to the dark. He made the heavens and the earth. He 
created sun and moon; sky and water; vegetation and animals. And then, after calling all he had made good, he 
made humanity out of the dust of the earth, forming the first man and woman with his hands. We weren’t made 
haphazardly, we were made on purpose, in the very image of God. And when God created human beings, he 
blessed us with abundance and called everything he’d made very good.   
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Though this may be a familiar story—one you’ve read many times before—reflect on whether there is 
anything that you hadn’t noticed before or whether a particular image or phrase resonated more this time.  
What did you notice? What resonated? Why? 
 

• After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what he did and what his 
actions reveal about him.) Why do you think it’s important to remember and recount creation as part of 
the story?  

 
• What do you know to be true about every person in the world—your family members, your friends, your 

neighbors, the strangers you encounter, and your enemies—based on this passage? How does that truth 
shape the way you see and treat others? 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the beautiful creation and that you crafted every human being carefully and in your own image. 
Allow the love that caused you to create this world and its people fill my heart and overflow into my relationships. 
Help me to see you in the eyes of each person I encounter. Amen.  
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3 - Fall 
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat 
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 
 
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for 
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves. 
 
… 
 
So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  
 
“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly and you will east dust all the days of your life. 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” 
… 
 
The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. And the Lord God said, “The man 
has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take 
also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden to 
work the ground from which he had been taken. After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the 
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
 
(Genesis 3:1–7; 14–15; 21–24) 
 
 
This part of the story begins the human struggle, the suffering and pain, and the destruction of the harmony and 
peace that once existed. As we read it, something in us hurts. We wish—now that we have experienced our own 
sin and struggle—that Adam and Eve would have trusted God’s goodness instead of believing the serpent’s lies. 
We wish that we would trust God’s goodness. We long for wholeness in ourselves, in our relationships, and in our 
world. Even in the midst of Adam and Eve’s bold disobedience, though, God foreshadowed his plan of redemption 
by declaring that he would take care of evil and inviting Adam and Eve back into relationship with him by providing 
them clothes with the skins of an animal.  
 
Reflection Questions 

• Imagine yourself as a bystander in this scene in the garden. What would you want to say to Adam and 
Eve as they began to fall for the serpent’s lies? 

• After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what he did and what his 
actions reveal about him.) Why do you think it’s important to remember and recount the fall as part of the 
story?  

• Reflect on a time you were tempted to distrust God’s goodness—that he had your best interests in mind. 
What lies did you believe? What was actually true?  

 
Prayer 
 
God, forgive me for the times I have distrusted your goodness and given into the lie that you don’t have my best 
interests in mind as you guide and lead me. Help me to know your truth, especially in moments of temptation or 
weakness. Remind me of your goodness and give me the strength to trust you. Amen. 
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4 - Struggle 
 
“I removed the burden from their shoulders; 
their hands were set free from the basket. 
 
In your distress you called and I rescued you, 
I answered you out of a thundercloud; 
I tested you at the waters of Meribah. 
 
Hear me, my people, and I will warn you— 
if you would only listen to me, Israel! 
 
You shall have no foreign god among you; 
you shall not worship any god other than me. 
 
I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you up out of Egypt. 
Open wide your mouth and I will fill it. 
 
“But my people would not listen to me; 
Israel would not submit to me. 
 
So I gave them over to their stubborn hearts 
to follow their own devices. 
 
(Ps 81:6–12) 
 
 
Adam and Eve started a domino effect. From the day they were expelled from the garden, human beings rejected 
God and ventured off on their own. God’s response to this rebellion was to form a group of people—Israel, which 
literally means “to struggle with”—through which he would eventually redeem the whole world. The struggle 
between the Israelites and God is what most of the Old Testament documents. And what we see throughout the 
story, depicted so clearly in this passage from Psalm 81, is that God never forced the Israelites to choose him or 
love him. Just as he had done with Adam and Eve and as he does with us today, God gave the Israelites the 
freedom to choose whether to love him or reject him.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Why do you think God gives us the ability to choose whether to love him or reject him? What would it 
mean for us not to have that ability? 
 

• After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what he did and what his 
actions reveal about him.) Why do you think it’s important to remember and recount struggle as part of 
the story?  

 
• Reflect on a time that your stubbornness caused you to do something you knew was contrary to what 

God would desire. What was it? How did you experience God in the midst of that time? 
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the gift of choice. I pray that your love would guide me and draw me near. Transform my 
stubborn heart into a sensitive heart—one that hears you and responds to you. Show me the ways I rebel against 
you and, by your grace, help me return to you. Amen.  
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5 - Redemption 
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
will— to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring 
unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 
 
(Ephesians 1:3–10)  
 
 
When Israel found itself under the authority of Rome, and according to his plan from the beginning, God sent his 
Son in the flesh to be among his people. Jesus entered this broken and struggle-filled story and not only 
showcased what a God-first life looked like, but also demonstrated God’s character and demeanor. Jesus was 
willing to follow God no matter where God asked him to go, even to Golgotha, where he died on a cross for the 
brokenness and sins of humanity. Jesus redeemed us—through him, and by God’s great love and lavish grace, 
we were forgiven of our sins and restored to relationship with God forever. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• When did you first experience the lavishness of God’s grace? Or, when did the lavishness of God’s grace 
really sink in with you? Reflect on that story and thank God for all the pieces of it. 
 

• After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what he did and what his 
actions reveal about him.) Why do you think it’s important to remember and recount redemption as part of 
the story? 

 
• How does being redeemed—saved and reconciled to relationship with God—impact your daily life? How 

do you want it to?  
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the lavish grace you poured out in and through Jesus Christ. Thank you for showing us more 
of who you are and how much you love. Thank you for redeeming me, choosing me, and calling me yours. Help 
me to remember the truth that I am forever yours, forever loved. And may the fact that I am yours shine out into 
the world for all to see so that others can come to know your love too. Amen. 
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6 - Restoration 
 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
 
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this 
sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears 
them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both 
Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 
tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 
 
(Acts 2:1–12) 
 
 
With the arrival of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, God issued an invitation to all people: “Come and join me! Be my 
messenger, ambassador, reconciler! Join me in the restoration of the world!” Jesus had promised the Holy Spirit 
and told his first disciples that by the power of the Holy Spirit, they would be witnesses to the gospel and the truth 
of Jesus Christ not only in their own neighborhoods and neighboring cities, but also to the ends of the earth (Acts 
1:7–8). This invitation to be messengers, ambassadors, and reconcilers is still being extended to us today. When 
we follow Jesus, we too receive the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in order to participate with God in 
making the world everything he intended it to be. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What are some of the broken things in our world that you long to be restored to wholeness? How is God 
inviting you to participate in that restoration? 
 

• After reading this passage, what do you know to be true of God? (List out what he did and what his 
actions reveal about him.) Why do you think it’s important to remember and recount redemption as part of 
the story? 
 

• How would you tell the story of your life in the five movements we’ve talked about over the last few 
days—creation, fall, struggle, redemption, restoration? Create a timeline and reflect on what you see and 
who walked with you in each movement. 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the ongoing restoration in my own life and in the world. Open my eyes to see it more and 
notice where you are bringing it about. Continue to heal me and restore me to wholeness. Give me the courage to 
reach out to those who are in the midst of a struggle and share the good news about Jesus, the bearer of 
redemption and restoration. Amen. 
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7 - Ancient Barriers 
 
When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple. They 
stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, shouting, “Fellow Israelites, help us! This is the man who teaches 
everyone everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has brought Greeks into the 
temple and defiled this holy place.” (They had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with Paul and 
assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple.) 
 
The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they dragged him 
from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut. While they were trying to kill him, news reached the 
commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an uproar. He at once took some officers 
and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw the commander and his soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul. 
 
The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he asked who he 
was and what he had done. Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some another, and since the commander 
could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered that Paul be taken into the barracks. When Paul 
reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers. The crowd that 
followed kept shouting, “Get rid of him!” 

 
(Acts 21:27–36) 
 
 
What happened to Paul in Jerusalem would happen again and again as he traveled throughout the near east. By 
preaching the gospel—the message that said all people now had direct access to God through Christ—Paul was 
disturbing the power structures and deeply held beliefs about who belonged and who didn’t. The Old Testament 
chronicles God’s invitation to the people of Israel to be a light to the nations—to demonstrate and highlight the 
very essence of God’s character by acting justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. But the Israelites 
failed to see the story God was writing and out of fear of being negatively influenced by the culture that 
surrounded them, they used God’s instruction to remain holy as a way to justify erecting barriers to keep people 
out. The temple became a place not for those who sought after God, but for those with a certain lineage and 
pedigree.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What do you know to be true about God based on the message of the gospel—that all people have 
access to God through Jesus Christ? 
 

• What barriers do you see generally among Christians that might be causing people to believe they can’t 
or shouldn’t have access to God? What were some of the barriers (attitudes, behaviors, words) you faced 
when you were exploring faith and church? 
 

• Ask God to show you whether there is anything in your life (an attitude, a behavior, or your words) that 
acts a barrier to someone else seeking access to God. Sit quietly and listen for a few minutes. What did 
God reveal to you? What is he inviting you to do?  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you that you are available and accessible to anyone, to everyone, through Jesus. Forgive me for 
anything I have done to create barriers that have prevented or dissuaded someone else from accessing your 
forgiveness, love, and grace. Continue to grow my heart so that it looks like your expansive, forgiving, inclusive 
heart. And may I be someone who invites anyone and everyone to know you. Amen.  
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8 - Jesus, Barrier-Breaker 
 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
 
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in 
himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far 
away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
 
(Ephesians 2:13–18)  
 
 
By his death, Jesus destroyed all barriers and divisions between and among the Israelites and the rest of 
humanity. Through the cross, he invited each and every one of us into a new way of living—the way of the 
peacemaker, bridge-builder, inviter. But in the young church of Paul’s day, the old barriers persisted. People 
continued to want to isolate and segregate, so Paul found himself constantly reminding them about what Jesus 
did and how he has invited us to model our lives after his. Of course, divisiveness, disunity, and disintegration 
remain in our day, seeming to grow with each passing year. But Jesus invites us into something different. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• As you read this passage, what words or phrases about Jesus stood out to you? Why do you think they 
did?  
 

• Reflect on a time in your life when you felt outside the family of God or beyond God’s reach. What did that 
feel like? What did it feel like then to be welcomed in and restored? How would you describe the feeling to 
a friend? 

 
• Where is there conflict or unrest in your relationships, community, church, or in the world? What would it 

take for there to be peace? What is God inviting you to do in the particular conflicts or areas of unrest you 
identified? 

 
Prayer  
 
God, thank you for Jesus and his peace. I want to be a barrier-breaker. I want to see people in my family, my 
community, my church, and the world as you do—invited, included, accepted. Open my eyes to the ways I 
continue to erect barriers instead of bring peace. Fill me with your Spirit anew and give me opportunities to be a 
peacemaker so that barriers will fall and the people I encounter will know your love. Amen.  
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9 - Carriers of the Gospel 
 
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:19–20)  
 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also 
members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And 
in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
 
(Ephesians 2:19–22) 
 
 
Paul declared our bodies “temples of the Holy Spirit,” so people no longer need to go to a particular place—like 
the temple—to experience God. They can experience God through us. We are carriers of his grace, character, 
and love. Now, we don’t always do this well, but over time, as we deepen our relationship with God and as he 
transforms our hearts and minds to become increasingly loving and grace-filled, we begin to reflect Jesus more 
and more. In this way, we become carriers of the gospel individually and as a community of believers.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 
• How are you doing at being a carrier of the gospel? What do people see when they are in your presence? 

What in you reflects God’s character, grace, and love? What parts do you need to yield to God’s transforming 
work?   
 

• When did you first hear the gospel and respond? Who “carried” the gospel to you in a way that led you to 
receive the gift of grace through Jesus? Reach out to them and thank them for the way they carried the 
gospel to you. 
 

• Sit quietly for one or two minutes and ask God to bring to mind faces of people to whom he wants you to carry 
the gospel. Also, pray that God would identify the places he wants to send you. Who came to mind? How is 
God inviting you to respond? 

 
Prayer  
 
God, thank you for entrusting me to be a carrier of the gospel. Thank you for granting me the gift of your Holy 
Spirit in my very body to guide and direct me. Help me to be open to wherever you lead me. Transform the places 
in me that don’t reflect your love and grace. Plant someone in my heart who is seeking after you and searching for 
a loving presence in their life who can answer questions or help them find their way. Use me to carry your grace. 
Amen. 
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10 - From Simple to Sacred 
 
Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the 
gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in 
chains for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord 
and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear. 
 
(Philippians 1:12–14) 
 
 
One of the things I’ve learned over the years is that most of us would rather defend against pain or discomfort 
than enter into it. But one of the surest ways to grow as a Christ follower is to learn how to suffer well. After all, 
our lives are full of suffering—from small humiliations to life-changing losses—and it’s in the midst of our suffering 
that our faith can grow deeper. Through our struggles, we have a chance to move from the simple to the sacred—
from believing things about Jesus to seeing our suffering as an opportunity to share God’s goodness and 
redemption with others. This is something Paul understood well. He had a perspective that transcended his 
circumstances and was able to transform his adversity into an opportunity to spread the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on a time of significant struggle or suffering in your life. As you look back, where do you see 
evidence of God’s presence or intervention? How did that time impact your faith? 
 

• In which of the three stages of discipleship do you find yourself? 
 

o Simple. You believe things about Jesus and want to follow his ways, but your faith hasn’t yet 
been tested by a struggle. 
 

o Struggle. You have entered into a place of suffering where your ideas about Jesus are being 
tested in practice. You are wrestling with doubts, emotions, and pressing questions, and will 
either press in to know God more or blame him and turn away. 

 
o Sacred. You have weathered a serious struggle and come out on the other side. Your faith is 

more than words and concepts. You know God’s goodness deep in your bones through 
experience and can transform your suffering into an opportunity to share the gospel. 

 
• What emotions typically overcome you in the midst of difficult circumstances? What truths about who God 

is and who you are as a Christ follower might help you transcend your circumstances?  
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the ways I have experienced you in the midst of my struggles. I long to be more aware of your 
presence in every moment, whether on the mountaintops or in the valleys. Open my eyes so that I see the 
opportunities in my suffering to share the gospel and how you work to redeem my pain. May my life be an 
example of joy no matter my circumstances and of faithfulness even when I doubt. Amen.   
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Part II 
 

Show Up 
to be expectant and available in every 

situation for the Holy Spirit to 
unleash you for kingdom good 

 
 

The second movement of the invitational life is to show up—to be expectant and 
available in every situation for the Holy Spirit to unleash you for kingdom good. 
This means three things: (i) remembering that God’s invitation to life in Christ is 
open to everyone, not just a select few who have gotten their lives tidied up; (ii) 
allowing your presence and story to be a living monument to God’s love and 
grace; and (iii) opening yourself to listen to and be led by the Holy Spirit. For the 
next ten days, we’ll explore how to be people who show up expecting the Holy 
Spirit to use us. 
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11 - No Strings Attached 
 
For [God] chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he 
predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. 
 
(Ephesians 1:4–8) 
 
 
In Paul’s day, Ephesus was the second largest city in the world and set the standard for what was beautiful, 
pleasing, and desirable. And much like our culture today, wealth, popularity, status, and physical beauty were the 
primary indicators of value. So, if you didn’t have these things, you were disparaged or discarded. Into this 
culture—and to ours—Paul spoke something different. God does not disparage or discard the imperfect. To the 
contrary, God chooses the imperfect, pursuing every person on earth and adopting anyone who says yes, no 
strings attached. Being open and available to the Holy Spirit will mean beings open and available to those our 
culture devalues. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What do you know to be true about you, as a follower of Jesus, based on this passage?  
 

• Which of the truths you identified in response to the question above is hardest for you to believe about 
yourself? Why? Try writing the truth you struggle to internalize somewhere you can see it each day as a 
reminder. 

 
• As you read through the list of truths from this passage, who comes to mind as someone you wish would 

know these truths about themselves? What step is God inviting you to take relating to that person? 
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for choosing me, loving me, adopting me, forgiving me, and lavishing me with your grace. Help 
me to take these truths into my soul, mind, and heart. Guide my thoughts and actions so that they reflect what is 
fundamentally true about me because of your love. Dispel any fear or insecurity so I can see the chosen-ness of 
others, no matter the value our culture places on them, and invite them to embrace your love and grace. Amen.  
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12 - Showing Up 
 

I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you 
had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned 
the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 
want. I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
 
Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your 
acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of 
giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once 
when I was in need. 
 
(Philippians 4:10–16) 
 
 
In our culture, we often equate needing help with failure or inadequacy, but thinking we need nothing from anyone 
is dangerous.  At some point in our lives, we all face circumstances that are beyond our capacity to handle and 
we find ourselves in need of help. When others show up in our weakness and vulnerability, we get to see God’s 
grace on display. This is precisely what Paul experienced from the church when he was in prison, totally 
dependent upon their provision for his needs. When we release the outcome of our greatest need, we surrender 
our illusion of control and deepen our relationship with God and with others. On the flip side, as followers of 
Jesus, we get to be carriers of God’s grace to those in need around us. We get to show up however God is calling 
us and extend his love to others. But we have to be paying attention to who’s in need. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on a time when you were in need and didn’t have the capacity to handle your circumstances 
without help. What did it feel like to be in that position? What emotions occupied your heart? What 
thoughts plagued your mind? Who helped you the most during that time?    
 

• Consider a time in the recent past when you didn’t show up and help someone in the way you wish you 
would have. What got in the way?  

 
• Who in your life is going through a time of need? Ask God to show you what step you can take to show 

up for that person and display God’s grace and unconditional love.    
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the gift of your grace and unconditional love poured out in and through Jesus. Thank you for 
the ways you grant me glimpses of your goodness through the people and circumstances I encounter. Let me be 
someone you use to put your grace on display in the midst of darkness and suffering. Soften my heart and open 
my eyes to the needs around me so I can show up for those you’re calling me to love. Amen.  
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13 - Everyone 
 

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call 
on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 
have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
(Romans 10:12–15)  
 
 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Everyone? Paul’s words were as challenging to the 
Romans of the first century as they are to us today. I don’t know about you, but there are some ways of believing, 
living, and voting that are harder for me to accept than others. There are some people I fundamentally disagree 
with, and even dislike. So, Paul’s words make me uncomfortable and reveal that my heart leans toward the 
judgmental and stingy. But God’s heart is expansive and generous. And every person who has called on the 
name of the Lord and been saved, has been sent to extend God’s expansive, generous love to everyone. 
Everyone.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• When you think of yourself as being sent into your community, workplace, and world to extend God’s 
expansive, generous love, what fears, insecurities, or questions arise in you? Talk with a trusted friend or 
mentor about these fears, insecurities, or questions to gain some ideas about how you might overcome 
them. 
 

• Who are the people you have a hard time loving? What makes it hard? What one step could you take to 
begin seeing whomever you identified with God’s expansive, generous heart and showing up for them in 
some way? (Maybe it’s praying a blessing over them daily; maybe it’s inviting them for coffee and asking 
to hear their story; maybe it’s serving them in a tangible way). 

 
• What people group do you feel particularly called to share the gospel with during this season of your life? 

What is God’s invitation to you with respect to the people you identified? 
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for saving and redeeming me. Thank you that every single person I encounter—everyone—is 
invited into your love and grace. They need only call on your name and you will save them. Thank you for sending 
me out to share this good news. Expand my heart and rid me of any fear or insecurity that holds me back or 
discourages me. Fill me with courage, the right words and spirit, and love. Guide my steps and use me to extend 
your invitation. Amen. 
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14 - Expanding the Invitation 
 

Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet 
he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 
 
“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. 
Please excuse me.’ 
 
“Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.’ 
 
“Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
 
“The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered 
his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and 
the lame.’ 
 
“‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 
 
“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my 
house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’ ” 
 
(Luke 14:16–24) 
 
 
Receiving an invitation to join someone for dinner or a special occasion is a gift. When we’re invited, we feel seen, 
loved, and wanted. But so often, we forget what it’s like to be invited and we allow our busyness and fear of 
rejection to prevent us from inviting others. We don’t go out of our way—out to the roads and country lanes, as 
the master in Jesus’ story instructed—to invite. That would knock us out of our routine and add an agenda item to 
an already full schedule. Plus, we might be embarrassed if the person we invite says no. Jesus calls us to make 
the invitation anyway. After all, the person you invite might say yes. Look what happened when someone invited 
you!   
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Read this passage again and this time notice what words, phrases, or images stand out to you. Sit quietly 
and ask God to show you how those words, phrases, or images apply to your life right now. What did God 
reveal to you? 
 

• Reflect on a time you were out of your routine and your path crossed with someone you wouldn’t normally 
encounter. What happened? How did you experience God? 

 
• What “roads and country lanes” do you sense God calling you to travel in order to expand the invitation to 

those standing alone, those who feel like outsiders, or those who feel unseen? 
 
Prayer 
 
God, open my eyes to the places you are calling me to go to share your invitation. Open my ears to hear where 
you are guiding me and sending me and then fill me with the fortitude and courage to share my story and all you 
have done in my life. Let me not get so caught up in my own life, schedule, and preferences that I miss extending 
even a single invitation. Amen. 
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15 - What Happened Here? 
 

When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, “Choose twelve men from 
among the people, one from each tribe, and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from 
right where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay 
tonight.” 
 
So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to 
them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a 
stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a sign among you. In the 
future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. 
These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.” 
 
(Joshua 4:1–7) 
 
 
We are forgetful. We experience a miraculous or momentous event, claiming we’ll never forget God’s presence 
and intervention, but then our circumstances take a turn or we enter a season of suffering and struggle and 
suddenly we forget God’s faithfulness. We forget what God is capable of and we lose hope. This is nothing new. 
When God stopped the flow of the Jordan River to allow his people to cross into the Promised Land, he knew that 
over time, they would forget that he had intervened. So, he instructed the Israelites to build a memorial to 
commemorate what he had done. Then, for generations to come, whenever anyone saw the memorial, they 
would be prompted to ask what happened there. A key aspect of living an invitational life is our ability to share 
what God has done in our lives. To do that, we need to remember.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on a time you were aware of God’s presence in a miraculous or remarkable way. What “stones” 
do you have to help you remember that encounter? (Maybe it’s a keepsake or a song; maybe it’s a 
person you were with or a particular place). How do you feel when you recall God’s intervention in your 
life? 

 
• Use a timeline to map out when each of your most significant encounters with God happened. What 

“stone” or keepsake might help you to remember each encounter?  
 

• How would you describe one or two of the encounters you included on your timeline to a friend if they 
asked, “What happened here?” 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the ways you have intervened in my life whether I’ve been aware or not. Thank you that you 
are mindful of me. What a miracle! Help me to remember and commemorate the moments you have made your 
presence known in a unique way. Show me where you’ve been at work and enable me to tell your story through 
my own. Amen. 
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16 - The Living Stone 
 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him—you also, like 
living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says: 
 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.” 
 
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
“The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 
and, 
 
“A stone that causes people to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 
 
(1 Peter 2:4–8) 
 
 
In our darkest hours when our circumstances so overtake us that we forget who we are and we cannot remember 
a single time God has intervened in our lives, there is one thing we can cling to: Jesus. Jesus Christ is the living 
stone. He is the evidence of God’s love, the ultimate intervention into human history, and the commemoration of 
God’s goodness, faithfulness, and grace. To know and be able to tell the story of Jesus is to say yes to the 
invitational life. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on the first time you shared the gospel with someone. Who was it? What did you say? How did 
that person respond? 
 

• What hesitations do you have when an opportunity to share the gospel arises? How do you prepare 
yourself? Is there a particular passage of Scripture that helps you? 
 

• How would you share the gospel today if presented with the opportunity? 
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for Jesus and that you opened my heart to your truth and grace. Thank you for the opportunities 
you’ve given me to share the gospel. I pray that for every opportunity you grant me, you would provide me the 
right words and show me what the person I’m speaking with needs to hear about you. May nothing in my own life 
get in the way. Amen.  
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17 - Living Stones 
 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 
blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good 
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
 
(1 Peter 3:13–16) 
 
 
Our very lives can act as living stones—monuments to God’s goodness and redemption—that prompt people to 
ask more. Perhaps the way you respond to difficult news or conflict will cause someone to wonder why you 
remain hopeful or seek reconciliation. Maybe your kindness and generosity to the poor or vulnerable in your 
community will have people wondering what motivates you. The ways you interact in the situations you find 
yourself in can be so compelling that the people around you will want to know why you’re choosing to live as you 
are. And once people start asking questions, you have an opportunity to take a risk and share the good news. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Who comes to mind when you think of someone who is a “living stone” to God’s goodness and 
redemption? What made you think of that person? What characteristics do they display? 
  

• What do you see when you look at your life as objectively as possible? Where do you demonstrate 
kindness and gentleness? In what circumstances do you have rough edges or impatience?  

 
• How would you respond if given the opportunity to explain why you have hope in the midst of difficulty, 

extend kindness to the poor and vulnerable, or seek to reconcile disputes? What is your story to tell? If 
you’re not sure, try writing it out and practicing it so you can share it the next time you have the 
opportunity.  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for my story and the way you’ve saved and redeemed me. Thank you for all the ways you have 
transformed and continue to transform my heart. Illuminate the ways I don’t represent you well or provide 
evidence of the grace and forgiveness you’ve extended to me. Help me to surrender those parts of myself to you 
so I can look more like Christ in every way. Guide me in telling my story when I have the chance. Amen. 
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18 - Listen 
 

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not 
many visions. 
 
One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was. Then the Lord called Samuel. 
 
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 
 
Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
 
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 
 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
 
A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said,  
 
“Here I am; you called me.” 
 
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 
(1 Samuel 3:1–10) 
 
 
When we decide to follow Jesus, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us, send us to speak to certain 
people, and help us notice where God is already at work in the world. But we have to hear the Spirit to respond. 
And this takes practice and paying attention. In this passage, we read a beautiful example of how God whispered 
to Samuel and how Samuel trained himself to open his ears to God’s voice. Samuel’s words can be our words 
when we walk into work, a restaurant, or around our neighborhood—“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• When was the last time you felt the Holy Spirit sending you to do something or say something? How did 
you respond?  
 

• What most often gets in the way of you hearing the Spirit’s promptings? Are there circumstances or 
seasons in which you seem to hear from the Holy Spirit more often? What sets those times apart? 

 
• Practice listening for the Holy Spirit. Sit quietly for two to three minutes and pray Samuel’s simple words: 

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” What did you hear?  
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for your Holy Spirit and the way you speak to me. I long to grow in knowing and hearing your 
promptings. And I want to respond in faith and without fear. Open my ears and give me a heart that listens so I 
can join you in the work you’re doing in this world. Amen. 
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19 - Be Led 
 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
 
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. While they were worshiping the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 
 
(Matthew 4:1; Acts 13:1–3) 
 
 
Hearing from the Holy Spirit is one thing, but having the courage and willingness to actually respond can feel too 
scary. We have to be willing, as Jesus was, to be led by the Spirit to show up in the ways God is asking us. This 
can be uncomfortable. We might face rejection, feel awkward, or come off as strange. But God is faithful and 
present. He will meet his children wherever he sends them. So, you might be rejected, laughed at, or 
embarrassed. You might never know the impact of your words or actions from a kingdom perspective. Yet, in the 
midst of your response to the Holy Spirit, you will encounter the very presence of God. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on the last time the Holy Spirit prompted you and you said yes. How did you feel as you stepped 
out in faith to act? How did you experience God as you acted? 
 

• What most often gets in the way of you saying yes to a prompting from the Holy Spirit? Ask God to fill you 
with what you need to push through whatever holds you back and to help you trust you will encounter him 
wherever he sends you. 
 

• Is there anything the Holy Spirit has been nudging you about that you haven’t yet responded to as you’ve 
been prompted? What is it? What is one step you can take to respond and exercise your faith? 
 

Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the invitation to participate in your restoration of this world. Forgive me for the times you have 
prompted me to action and I’ve failed to respond because of fear or insecurity. Fill me with courage and send me 
out to share the good news, love the lonely, and extend grace and compassion into this hurting world. Amen. 
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20 - Holy Expectancy 
 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will 
guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you 
what is yet to come. He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to 
you.” 
 
(John 16:12–15)  
 
 
We are tempted to think we have to spend hours and hours in quiet time to hear from God. Don’t get me wrong, 
regular times of silence and solitude are important for any Christ follower in this busy, crazy world. But in my life, 
the Holy Spirit has prompted me to action most often in conversations with other people and usually, I can only 
hear the Spirit when I’m really listening to the person across from me. I don’t understand exactly how this works, 
but I know when I enter into a conversation with someone with a holy expectancy, I am more likely to sense God’s 
presence and prompting. When I’m listening well, I grow in my ability to be guided by the Spirit and love others 
well, just as Jesus promised. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What stands out to you as you read the words that Jesus spoke about the Holy Spirit? What more do you 
know about the Spirit after reading Jesus’ words? 
 

• Do you sense any resistance in your mind or heart when you think about hearing from and responding to 
the Holy Spirit? What is the resistance? Where do you think it comes from?    
 

• How well would your spouse, children, or closest friends say you listen to them? If you’re not a great 
listener, why do you think that is? What do you think would help you listen better? 
 

Prayer 
 
God, thank you for your guidance through the Holy Spirit. Help me to enter into every conversation with a holy 
expectancy, knowing you are present and working as I listen with compassion. Expand my heart so that I see the 
act of listening to others as an act of love and a way of showing up as a bearer of your presence and grace. 
Guide me in every way. Amen.  
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Part III 
 

Relate 
to engage in other people’s lives by 

listening to them and relating to 
their stories 

 
 

The third movement of the invitational life is relate—to engage in other people’s 
lives by listening to them and relating to their stories. We become interesting to 
others when we are interested in them. To do this, we have to remember who we 
are in Christ and what’s truly essential, come out of hiding to allow ourselves to 
be seen, and overcome whatever obstacles are holding us back. For the next ten 
days, we’ll spend time learning what this looks like and inviting God to help us 
step into how he’s asking us to relate to others. 
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21 - Invited 
 
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent 
them off. 
 
The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 
When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them 
as their helper. 
 
They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false 
prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent 
man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is 
what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul, who was also 
called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an 
enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the 
right ways of the Lord? Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even 
able to see the light of the sun.” 
 
Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 
When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 
 
(Acts 13:2–12) 
 
 
When the Holy Spirit sent Paul and Barnabas out on their first trip to spread the gospel, Paul went by the name 
Saul. But then he met and shared the gospel with Sergius Paulus. After Sergius Paulus accepted the invitation to 
know Jesus Christ, Saul began to be known as Paul. Some scholars say that Saul took the name Paul in honor of 
the first person that accepted his invitation to know Christ. I wonder if the two guys—Dominic and Nathan—who 
took me under their wing and then introduced me to Jesus are using my name today. I’d be okay with that; my 
relationship with them and their invitation changed my life. In fact, my desire to live an invitational life can be 
traced back to them. They got to know me, asked me questions, and taught me how to live.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Who has shared the gospel with you over the course of your life? How did your relationship (or lack of 
relationship) impact your response?  

 
• Who was the first person you encountered that really sought to live like Jesus and follow his teachings? 

What particular details stand out to you about that person? 
 

• Sit quietly and ask God to show you who he’s calling you to relate with, ask questions about, and show an 
interest in. Who came to mind? What is one step you could take to begin a relationship with that person? 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the people I’ve known who took a risk and shared the gospel with me. Thank you for softening 
my heart toward you and opening my eyes to your grace and love. Allow my path to cross with people who are 
longing to be seen and known and help me to listen well, ask good questions, and be a light to them. Grant me 
the courage to take a risk when the time is right and extend them an invitation to know you. Amen. 
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22 - Citizens of Heaven 
 

Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes 
on those who live as we do. For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live 
as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
 
(Philippians 3:17–20) 
 
 
As a follower of Jesus, your identity first and foremost is as a citizen of heaven. And I don’t mean you will be a 
citizen of heaven one day; I mean, as Paul told the Philippians, you are a citizen of heaven now. It’s easy to forget 
this truth, living here in our world, obsessed as it is with money, power, fame, and sex. But what Paul reminds us 
is that because we are citizens of heaven, our allegiance belongs not to the powers or temptations of this world, 
but to the king of the heavenly realm, Jesus, and our calling is to bring the culture and values of heaven to earth.  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What stands out to you most as you read this passage? Why do you think that is? 
 

• How would you describe the culture of the country in which you were born? What are the three or four key 
values of that country? How do the culture and values of heaven compare to those of your home country? 

 
• Bring to mind one small space that you frequent—maybe it’s your office, a coffee shop, your block, a 

classroom. Imagine what it would be like for you to bring the culture and values of heaven to the place 
you selected. What do you see? What’s different?  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for my citizenship in heaven with Jesus as king. Help me to remember this every single day when 
I wake up. My allegiance is to you, to your values, to your kingdom. When I get distracted or tempted to go the 
way of the world, running after money, sex, fame, power, or whatever else pulls at me, intervene! Remind me 
where my citizenship lies. Remind me that I am yours. May I bring the culture and values of heaven to earth. 
Amen. 
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Day 23 - Ambassadors of Heaven 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
(2 Corinthians 5:17–21) 
 
 
Because you have been reconciled to God through Christ and are now a citizen of heaven, you have been 
assigned an important job—to be an ambassador of heaven, someone who represents Christ in this world. What 
makes a good ambassador? A good ambassador is loyal to the king and to the kingdom he or she represents. But 
a good ambassador is also humble and relinquishes the need to judge others. When we embrace these two 
attributes, we begin to see with God’s eyes—we see people who are hurting, who need grace, and who long to be 
seen and loved. Once you see people that way, you have the ability to build authentic relationships and 
eventually, they will want to meet your king. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• How does it feel to be an ambassador of heaven, a representative of Jesus Christ? How would your 
family and friends say you’re doing at your job? What would your everyday life look like if you lived into 
your ambassador title even more (think about your job, your family dynamics, standing in long lines, 
moments of crisis or conflict)? 
 

• Reflect on a time when you interacted with someone and came across as judgmental of their beliefs, 
attitudes, or behaviors. If you had that interaction to do over again, what would you change?  
 

• In what circumstances or settings does representing Christ come easily for you? In what circumstances or 
settings does it seem more difficult? What accounts for the difference? 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the reconciliation you brought through Jesus and for giving me the opportunity to say yes. 
Forgive me for the ways I have failed to represent you and your kingdom well. Show me the places I am falling 
short and by your grace and your Spirit, help me to grow in loyalty and humility. Allow me to see people through 
your eyes and to love them as you do by listening and getting to know their stories. Amen. 
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24 - Out of Hiding 
 

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans 
run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
 
(Matthew 6:31–34) 
 
 
To live your life to fullest expression of who God made you to be takes courage because doing so means allowing 
yourself to be really seen—warts and all. So many of us just can’t get there. It feels too vulnerable and we’re 
afraid. This is my story. For much of my life, I hid key parts of myself for fear that if people knew my struggles or 
weaknesses, they would avoid me. But when we let others see our weaknesses, it gives them permission to do 
the same. Once we’ve all stepped out of hiding, no longer worried about protecting and managing how we’re 
perceived, we can step into kingdom work and join with God in seeking those who are lost. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What parts of your story do you most often leave out when building a new relationship? What worries 
cause you to withhold those parts of your story? 
 

• Reflect on the first time you shared the hardest part of your story with someone. Who was it? How did it 
feel to allow that part of yourself to be seen? 

 
• Who do you know that seems to be hiding for fear of being judged or embarrassed? Ask God to show you 

what he is inviting you to share or to ask as a way to help whomever you identified feel safe and invited to 
be known.  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for these words of Jesus. I worry about all kinds of things instead of focusing on your kingdom. 
Help me to release my worry and fear of how I might be perceived. Allow me to fully embrace my story, good and 
bad, and give me the courage to be known. Show me who needs encouragement to come out of hiding and may I 
be a safe place and a gracious presence where others can be seen and known. Amen. 
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25 - Holding Back 
 

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife’s full 
knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
 
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and 
have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? 
And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have 
not lied just to human beings but to God.” 
 
When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. Then 
some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  
 
(Acts 5:1–6) 
 
 
A heart that is open to God and all he is doing in the world is a trusting heart. What we see in this story from the 
early days of the church is a man who wanted to be a part of God’s work, but just couldn’t bring himself to fully 
trust God. How often do we do this? We want to trust God; we want to give everything; we want to fully 
participate. But something in us causes us to hold back—fear, insecurity, distraction, selfishness, greed—and we 
miss out on all God wants to do in and through us. Our love is diminished, the image of God within us is 
squelched, and the invitational life is silenced. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on a time something you said or did diminished your ability to love a family member, friend, or 
neighbor well.  Examine whether there was a lack of trust in God’s love, provision, or presence underlying 
whatever you identified. What was it? 
 

• What parts of your life are you holding back from God, unwilling to trust his love and grace? What are you 
afraid of?  
 

• Imagine sitting down with Jesus and sharing the part of your life with him that to date you have held back. 
How do you imagine him responding? What would one step be to going ahead with that conversation and 
trusting him to respond with love? 

 
Prayer 
 
God, help me to trust you more. Forgive me for holding back and being afraid to let you reign in every area of my 
life and corner of my heart. Keep me focused on you and let me remember your faithfulness and trustworthiness. 
Prevent me from distraction and fear so that your love flows through me. Amen. 
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26 - Stepping Out 
 

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
 
“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
 
The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for 
he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his 
sight.” 
 
 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy 
people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your 
name.” 
 
But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and 
their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 
 
Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.”   
 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 
and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
(Acts 9:10–19) 
 
 
What a story! God awakened Ananias and assigned him a task no one in his or her right mind would do. That is, 
unless they could release their fear and desire for security in favor of faith and trust in God. Ananias had every 
reason to be afraid of Saul. After all, he’d been roaming the cities and villages just looking to arrest, beat, 
imprison, and even kill followers of Jesus. But Ananias made a choice. He decided to trust God and obey the 
prompting he’d received, reaching out to Paul and calling him brother. The result? A life transformed and used by 
God as the most influential voice for the gospel of all time. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on a time in your life when you chose faith over fear. What were the circumstances? What do you 
think accounted for your ability to make that choice? 
 

• Who are the people God has called you to engage or build a relationship with, but whom you’ve chosen 
to stay away from because of fear (maybe it’s a people group, a neighbor, someone whose choices or 
lifestyle you don’t agree with)? What is the fear? What would one step of faith look like for you? 
 

• Who are your faith-builders—the people who encourage you to trust God and overcome fear, who stretch 
you to relate to those you might otherwise pass by, and who challenge you when you let fear dictate your 
life? Reach out to those people and set up time to be with them. 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the way you use ordinary people to reach the lost and the broken. I want to be someone you 
use. Forgive me for the ways fear has held me back and kept me apart from those you long to draw near to you. 
Increase my faith and fill me with the courage I need to act in faith and turn away from fear. Speak to me and I will 
obey. Amen. 
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27 - First Things First 
 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
 
(1 Corinthians 15:1–8) 
 
 
When it comes to beliefs, even among Christians, the differences often seem to be greater than the similarities. In 
this passage, Paul helped the Corinthian church to distinguish between the essential beliefs, and convictions 
about how to live in light of those beliefs and individual preferences as to how to prioritize those beliefs. The 
essentials are the matters of first importance. Paul said there are three essential beliefs of a follower of Jesus: 
Jesus lived on this earth, died for our sins, and rose from the dead. These beliefs are the foundation upon which 
everything else—our convictions and our preferences—are built. Understanding these essentials is key in relating 
to other Christians and people outside the church. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Before reading this passage, how would you have described the essentials of the Christian faith? How 
does your description compare with Paul’s? 
 

• Spend some time reflecting on the foundation of your faith. What beliefs ground your actual day-to-day 
faith? 
 

• Sit quietly for two or three minutes, remembering you are in God’s loving presence, and ask God to show 
you where you’ve mistaken your convictions or preferences for the essentials. What did God reveal?  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for reminder to put first things first. I pray that I can stay focused on the essentials as I relate to 
others and seek to point them to Jesus. Allow me to remain firm in my convictions and yet able to explain the 
essential message of the gospel clearly. Let nothing in the way I live out my faith be a deterrent to others or inhibit 
the people I encounter from seeing Jesus in and through me. Amen.  
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28 - Convictions and Preferences 
 
If any of you has a dispute with another, do you dare to take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before 
the Lord’s people? Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the 
world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more 
the things of this life! Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, do you ask for a ruling from those 
whose way of life is scorned in the church? I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you 
wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? But instead, one brother takes another to court—and this in 
front of unbelievers! 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:1–6) 
 
 
Disputes and lawsuits between believers over what Paul found to be trivial broke out within the Corinthian church 
and he spent a good portion of his first letter to that church rebuking and correcting them about how to handle 
conflict. For one thing, Paul was concerned that disputes and lawsuits would lessen the church’s ability to share 
the gospel in a convincing way because non-believers would be put off by the internal squabbles. And secondly, 
Paul saw that the disputes were distracting the church from what was essential—Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection—and thus inhibiting their commitment to keeping Christ at the center of their lives and community. In 
other words, the convictions and preferences of the individual believers, instead of creating a pathway to Jesus, 
were creating barriers for people inside and outside the church. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Convictions are the strong beliefs we hold about how we ought to live based on our understanding and 
interpretation of Scripture, our internal wiring, and our life experiences. What are your strongest 
convictions about living as a follower of Jesus in our world today? Where did those convictions come 
from? How did they come to be convictions? 
 

• Preferences are the beliefs we give advantage to over other beliefs. How would you describe your key 
preferences? How did they come to be your preferences? 
 

• Take a few minutes in silence and ask God to show you whether you are allowing your convictions or 
preferences to act as barriers to people inside or outside the church. What did God reveal to you?  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the convictions and preferences you’ve planted in me through your guidance and my 
experiences. I pray that if there are any convictions or preferences that I hold or express that distract from or fail 
to point people to Jesus, you would show me. Help me release, for the love of others, anything that might act as a 
barrier. May I always, only be someone whose posture and spirit is invitational and centered on Jesus. Amen. 
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29 - Seeking Balance 
 

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling 
block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister. I am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that 
nothing is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. If your 
brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating 
destroy someone for whom Christ died. Therefore do not let what you know is good be spoken of as evil. For the 
kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 
because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. 
 
Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 
 
(Romans 14:13–19) 
 
 
God’s invitation to new life through Christ is open to everyone. As a result, faith in Christ joins people who 
probably wouldn’t otherwise spend time together. Our tendency is to choose communities that act like us, look like 
us, believe like us, and vote like us. But the body of Christ is made up of all kinds of people. This was true in 
Paul’s day too. The church in Rome saw Jews who were steeped in strong customs, history, and traditions come 
into relationship (for the first time) with Gentiles who had their own customs, history, and traditions. What typically 
happens when such diverse groups come together? Conflict, judgment, a desire to be right, and segregation. 
What does God desire to happen? Unity, understanding, compassion, and submission to one another in love. 
Diverse community gives us a glimpse of heaven and grows us in Christlikeness, but we’ll never experience it 
unless we step into diversity. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Reflect on your circles of community (at church, at work, in your neighborhood, at school). How much 
diversity (think looks, beliefs, voting preferences, actions, income) exists in those circles? What do you 
think gets missed in a homogeneous community? 
 

• What people or people group do you most often get riled up about or judge? Why? What underlies your 
judgments? (Fear, lack of knowledge or understanding, insecurity, a desire to be right, something else?)  

 
• What questions might you ask of someone who holds convictions and preferences with which you 

strongly disagree? How would you seek to understand with an open and compassionate heart? 
 

Prayer 
 
God, please expand my heart and my view of the world. I can be narrow-minded and judgmental. Forgive me for 
the ways I have judged people who are different than me. Fill me anew with your Spirit and allow me to ask 
questions, be curious, and seek to understand. Keep transforming me and continue breaking me open for the 
sake of gospel and this world. Amen.  
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30 - Accepting One Another 
 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 
 
(Romans 15:5–7)  
 
 
On our faith journey, we can move pretty quickly from being stunned that God could accept someone like us—
with our past, mistakes, and bad decisions—to people who apply certain criteria before we’re willing to accept 
others or consider them worthy of being invited into our homes, the church, or our community. When we do this, 
we are far from the gospel. Paul reminded the Romans—and he reminds us today—that they were to look at 
others the way Jesus looked at them, accept others the way Jesus accepted them. When we accept others as we 
were accepted, we are imitating Jesus and our lives become invitational. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Read today’s Scripture passage again and this time do so slowly, paying attention to what words or 
phrases stand out to you. Where do you feel resistance? Where do you feel conviction? Where do you 
feel gratitude?  
 

• Reflect on the people you encounter frequently who are not followers of Jesus (maybe it’s people at work, 
in your neighborhood, friends, or family members). Thinking back on your last dozen interactions with 
them, is there anything in your words or attitude toward them or even around them (think about your 
social media posts) that might make them feel unacceptable to God or that his grace might not be able to 
reach quite where they are? What comes to mind? What adjustments do you need to make to ensure 
they know they are invited as they are? 

 
• Often we don’t see ourselves clearly or know how we come across. What trusted family member, friend, 

or mentor could you talk with about whether you come across as judgmental or invitational to those you 
encounter? What questions might you ask that person? 

 
Prayer 
 
God, you know every part of me—every dark thought, decision, and deed that lurks in my past or in my heart. And 
yet, you accept me, love me, and have lavished your grace upon me. Thank you! Thank you! Why is it hard for 
me to extend this same invitation to others? Forgive me for the ways I have communicated that you are anything 
but accepting and loving, standing ready to forgive and heal. Transform me so my words, attitudes, and actions 
convey this truth about you. Amen. 
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Part IV 
 

Risk 
to leave the familiar and take a risk to 

align with God’s heartbeat for 
humanity 

 
 

The fourth and final movement of the invitational life—risk—is the hardest for 
most of us. Risk calls us to leave what’s familiar, journey out of our comfort 
zones, and expend our very lives to align with God’s heartbeat for humanity. To 
live this way means opening our eyes in new ways to the people around us, 
engaging with what we might otherwise call disruptions, and seeking to 
understand the stories of those with whom we disagree. When we pursue people 
with love, openness, and according to God’s whispers, amazing things happen 
and lives are changed forever. For our last ten days together, let’s invite God to 
show us how he’s calling us to take a risk! 
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31 - Choose Life 
 

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I command you today to love the Lord 
your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and 
increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
 
But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and 
worship them, I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you 
are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
 
This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord 
your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life, and he will give you many years in the 
land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
(Deuteronomy 30:15–20) 
 
 
In our culture, we avoid pain, anything that might be a struggle, and situations that cause discomfort. We are 
constantly making internal assessments about whether the risk associated with a particular decision will cause too 
much hardship. And often we do this even when it comes to people: will engaging with this person lead to any 
discomfort or inconvenience? The problem is that this isn’t the way of Jesus. He calls us to showcase to the world 
what God is actually like. But, as Moses told the Israelites, we get to choose. We can choose safety, comfort, and 
seclusion—things that lead to spiritual death. Or we can choose to take a risk and step into life, hope, and faith. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Review today’s passage again, and this time pay attention to what words or phrases stand out to you. 
What did you notice? How do those words or phrases seem to apply to your life right now? 
 

• Reflect on a time you took a risk by reaching out to someone knowing it might cause you discomfort or 
inconvenience. What happened? How did you experience God in the midst of that risk? 
 

• Who in your life is crying out for help? How is God inviting you to engage with that person? What’s 
holding you back? 

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for the gift of free will. I choose life. Help me to choose life. Give me courage to take risks so I can 
show the world your goodness, love, and grace. Release me from the fear and selfishness that holds me in safety 
and comfort. Use me to bring light and life into darkness and despair. Amen. 
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32 - Love One Another 
 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
(John 13:34–35) 
 
 
Jesus’ command seems simple and achievable at first: “love one another.” But then, “As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.” Well, that’s a little different. Jesus left the riches of heaven to be draw near to us and 
taste what we experience—the suffering, the limits, the fears, and unmet desires. And then he was betrayed, 
beaten, and crucified though he was innocent. He loved so much that he endured wrongful punishment, faced 
false accusations, and ultimately gave his life. So, what makes Christ followers different is that instead of going 
with the flow and avoiding pain as much as possible, we are called to be the ones who dive headfirst into the pain 
and the hard stories of the people we encounter. We can declare that we won’t stand and watch humanity be 
swallowed by pain and suffering, but will take a risk to reach out in love. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Who has been a consistent presence for you in the midst of your seasons of pain or difficulty? How have 
they shown up? Consider reaching out to that person to thank them for loving you well in those seasons.  
 

• Who comes to mind when you think about God calling you to love like Jesus? What resistance or fear do 
you sense in yourself as you think about reaching out to that person or people group?  

 
• What do you need God to transform in you to allow you to step out and dive into the pain or story of 

another person? What do you sense is your role in that transformation?  
 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for loving me. Thank you for coming in the flesh through Jesus to experience all that it means to 
be here on earth. I want to enter into life like you did. I want a heart that doesn’t fear the pain and suffering of 
others, but that is open and willing to dive in because of your Spirit and presence within me. Help me to love like 
you, to reach out and take a risk for the sake of others. Amen. 
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33 - Engage the Disruption  
 
“And who is my neighbor?” 
 
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They 
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down 
the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 
when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 
he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two 
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 
extra expense you may have.’ 
 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
 
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 
(Luke 10:29–37)  
 
 
Just before the scene we read about in this passage occurred, an expert in Jewish law asked Jesus how to inherit 
eternal life. In typical rabbinical fashion, Jesus responded with a question, “What is written in the Law… How do 
you read it?” Jesus told the expert he was correct when he answered that the two greatest commandments were 
to love God with all your heart, mind, and soul, and to love your neighbor as yourself. But there was still some 
uncertainty so the expert asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Or, perhaps stated another way, “how far is my love 
supposed to extend?” Jesus’ story of the Samaritan, a people group hated by the Jewish people at that time, not 
only answered the question the expert asked, but also depicted what love looks like—stopping, engaging, and 
showing compassion through action no matter who it is that’s in need, even an enemy, and no matter the cost or 
the amount of disruption.  
 
Reflection Question 
 

• What stands out to you most in this story of the Good Samaritan? Why? 
 

• Reflect on a time someone who needed help was on your path to work, an appointment, or a lunch or 
dinner date. Who was it? What was their need? What was your response?  

 
• What hesitations, fears, or questions come to mind as you think about engaging with someone in need 

the way the Samaritan engaged with the man on the side of the road? Present whatever arises in you to 
God and ask him to help you understand and process what you’re feeling. 

 
Prayer 
 
God, I want to be someone who acts with compassion in every circumstance and who will stop to help anyone in 
need whatever the cost or time commitment. Forgive me for the times I have walked by, absorbed in my own 
agenda, tasks, and responsibilities. Open my eyes to see the hurting and needy along my path and engage with 
them in love and with sacrificial compassion. Give me an opportunity to love my neighbor as I love myself. Amen. 
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34 - Seek to Understand 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, 
what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what 
are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect.” 
 
(Matthew 5:43–48)  
 
 
The most radical call to love Jesus made was the call to love our enemies. We all have people in our lives that 
have hurt or wronged us in some way. And Jesus calls us to love and bless these very people. He doesn’t call us 
to ignore them and move on or even tolerate them. He calls us to love and pray for them. How is this possible? 
The only way I have found is to seek to understand them. Every convict, punk, thug, terrorist, racist, extremist, 
and fundamentalist has a history and a context that has led to their behavior. Of course, this doesn’t make what 
they did okay, but understanding their story can change our hearts toward them. My heart grows in its ability to 
seek this understanding as I grow in compassion and as I pray. Perhaps this is why Jesus followed his statements 
about loving our enemies with instructions about caring for the poor and what has come to be known as the “Our 
Father” or “the Lord’s Prayer.” 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Who is your enemy? (Say the name; it’s the first step toward understanding and love.) Can you say a 
prayer for that person right now? (It can be as simple as, “God, I don’t like them, but I’m willing to be 
changed.”) 
 

• As you think about the person you identified in response to the question above, what would you like to 
know about their past, the pain they’ve experienced in their life, or their current circumstances? What 
would be one step to begin to learn more about that person’s story? 
 

• How are you engaging with people in poverty? How often are you serving them in some way? What has 
God taught you, transformed in you, or healed in you? If you aren’t serving the poor, how can you do so 
in your community?   

 
Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. Amen. 
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35 - Urgent Faith 
 

A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. They 
gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word 
to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him 
to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then 
lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins 
are forgiven.” 
 
Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
 
Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, 
“Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and 
walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this!” 
 
(Mark 2:1–12) 
 
 
Our lives are dictated by the urgent—agendas, tasks, appointments, games, meals. Sometimes we can’t spare 
five minutes in our day with all that we have piled into our schedules. We want to talk to our friends who don’t 
know God about who Jesus is. We long to take the time to engage the stranger on the street in a conversation 
about what really matters. We desire that our co-workers would give church a try and find hope and healing. Don’t 
we? Yes, but it’s rare that we will organize our lives around opportunities to exercise our faith on behalf of others, 
like the friends in this story did. They were going to get their paralyzed friend in front of Jesus no matter what. It 
was urgent! What harvest might we sow if we were more intentional with our time and our faith became more 
urgent than our to-do list? 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• When was the last time you took a risk and set up an intentional time with a family member, friend, co-
worker, or neighbor who doesn’t know God so that you might have the opportunity to hear their story, ask 
questions, and talk about the good news if offered an open door? What kind of urgency do you sense to 
do so?  
 

• What are the logistical obstacles that keep you from spending more time with people who don’t know 
God? What are the heart obstacles? What are the spiritual obstacles? 
 

• What would you need to rearrange in your schedule or stop doing all together to create space for more 
intentional time with people searching or exploring God or even wanting nothing to do with God? Spend a 
few minutes asking God to show you what he’s asking you to do. 

 
Prayer 
 
God, increase the sense of urgency in me for the people searching for you. Why would I want another minute to 
pass with them not knowing what life in you looks like? Why would I waste a single moment focused on the 
meaningless over the eternally significant? Show me faces, send me places. May I be someone who with great 
urgency invites, asks questions, and leads people into your presence. Amen. 
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36 - Relentless Pursuit 
 

Now [Jesus] had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down 
by the well. It was about noon. 
 
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had 
gone into the town to buy food.) 
 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
 
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked 
him and he would have given you living water.” 
 
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and 
his livestock?” 
 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them 
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
 
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw 
water.” 
 
He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
 
“I have no husband,” she replied. 
 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, 
and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews 
claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
 
“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is 
from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the 
Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 
 
The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to 
us.” 
 
Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
(John 4:4–26) 
 
 
In this story, we see Jesus model what it means to be in relentless pursuit of people on the fringes. During Jesus’ 
day, Jews didn’t go to Samaria—it was a place to be avoided at all costs. But Jesus had to go. There were people 
in Samaria thirsty for the life only he could give. In fact, he trusted a woman with a scandalous past with his true 
identity. Not even with his closest disciples had he yet disclosed himself as the Messiah. Jesus’ life was marked 
by his willingness to go to the places no one else would—to the fringes, to the sinners, to the forgotten. He was 
willing to (and did) risk everything to deliver hope, truth, and love. 
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Reflection Questions 
 

• Imagine yourself in the Samaritan woman’s position as best you can—she has a scandalous past and is 
probably ashamed of the choices she’s made; she is considered an untouchable by the Jewish people, 
someone to be avoided; she is collecting water in the middle of a hot day for her family. What do you 
think she daydreamed about? What do you imagine she longed for? What feelings do you guess were 
triggered in her when Jesus arrived, offered her living water, and disclosed his identity to her? 
 

• Reflect on your life story and notice where you can now see that God was pursuing your heart either 
through circumstances or people. Who did God use along the way? How did he use each person you are 
able to see as part of his pursuit? 

 
• Who is God calling you to pursue? Who would it be scandalous to reach out to and build a relationship 

with in our culture? Pray for God’s guidance about how he wants to use you in his relentless pursuit of 
human hearts. 

 
Prayer  
 
God, thank you for pursuing me, for every single person you placed in my path that pointed to you, whether I saw 
it at the time or not. Thank you for softening my heart over time to what you wanted to show me about who you 
are and how you love me. I want to be part of your pursuit for others. Use me. Show me where to go, what to say, 
how to enter the places on the fringes so the lost, lonely, and untouchables know they are not forgotten. Amen. 
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37 - Hearing God’s Whispers 
 

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do 
you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” 
 
Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told 
me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” They came out of the town and made their way toward him. 
 
Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
 
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 
 
Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” 
 
“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s 
still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even 
now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may 
be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not 
worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” 
 
Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything 
I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And 
because of his words many more became believers. 
 
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 
 
(John 4:27–42) 
 
Over the years, I have found myself in places and stories I never could have orchestrated myself. I am there only 
because of a whisper from God to go. My own concerns for safety and comfort can so often trump my willingness 
to go to the fringes to pursue others. But when God prompts me, I am willing to take whatever risk is necessary—
even when I feel unprepared and unqualified—because what God has shown me time and time again is that the 
people he leads me to are always worth the risk. Usually, when God pursues one person, he actually has many 
more in mind. We see this with the Samaritan woman. Once her life was changed, she couldn’t help but share 
with her family and the whole town. And within two days, many of the Samaritans came to have life in Jesus.   
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Read the story of the Samaritan woman in full again (yesterday and today’s reading). As you reflect on 
the various characters in the story—the woman, her family, the townspeople, the disciples—who do you 
identify with the most? How so? What does that identification reveal to you about the state of your heart?  

• What practices or disciplines increase your ability to hear God’s whispers to you? How regular have you 
been recently with those practices? What adjustments do you need to make to get back to engaging in 
those practices? 

• As you think about God sending you to a place you wouldn’t normally go to share the good news, what is 
your biggest hesitation or fear? What would you need go to that place if he asked you? (courage, words, 
money, prayer, hope, etc.) Ask God to give you what you need for whatever he asks you to do. 

 
Prayer 
 
God, the thought of you sending me to pursue someone or even a group of people is thrilling and terrifying all at 
once. I want to go and yet I’m afraid. Please give me a vision for a people and a place and send me. Give me the 
courage and provision to do as you ask and fill me with the faith I will need to obey. May I be an instrument of 
your hope, love, and grace. Amen. 
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38 - Stuck in the Familiar 
 

The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, “You have stayed long enough at this mountain. Break camp and advance 
into the hill country of the Amorites; go to all the neighboring peoples in the Arabah, in the mountains, in the 
western foothills, in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the 
great river, the Euphrates. See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the Lord swore 
he would give to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and to their descendants after them.” 
 
(Deuteronomy 1:6–8)    
 
 
I don’t know what you think about when you hear the word “evangelism,” but I share this story of the Israelites at 
Horeb because I think they were stuck there just like we are stuck in distorted notions of what evangelism is. 
Here’s what I mean: there seem to be two common ways to share the gospel—one focuses on sin and eternal 
life; the other focuses on grace and life now. One is sold as an insurance policy against hell and the other seeks 
to save the world from oppression and injustice. One proclaims the fall and redemption. One focuses on creation 
and restoration. Neither is the whole story. I want us to step out of these old molds and into a new land where 
creation, fall, struggle, redemption, and restoration is the story we tell. 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• What memories or images does the word “evangelism” conjure for you? How would you define that word 
if someone unfamiliar with it asked you what it meant? 
 

• Reflect on an experience you’ve had with the type of evangelism that focuses primarily on sin and 
avoiding hell. How did that experience make you feel? What questions did it leave you asking? Reflect on 
an experience you’ve had with the type of evangelism that focuses primarily on grace and life now. How 
did that experience make you feel? What questions did it leave you asking? 

 
• Now that you’ve made your way through This Invitational Life and come to the end of this devotional, 

using your own words, how would you share the elements of God’s story—creation, fall, struggle, 
redemption, and restoration—with someone with whom you’ve built a relationship? (If it’s helpful, start by 
simply defining each of the elements as you understand them). 

 
Prayer 
 
God, help me to internalize your full story, from creation to restoration. I don’t want to be someone who shies 
away from certain parts out of fear or because I lack knowledge. I want to walk in the fullness of your truth so that 
what I share brings the power and weight of the good news. Show me where I need a fuller understanding and 
lead me on the right path. Redeem my evangelistic efforts for your glory and to further your purposes in this world. 
Amen. 
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39 - Turn, Set, Go 
 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent 
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then 
he and his disciples went to another village. 
 
As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
 
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
 
He said to another man, “Follow me.” 
 
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
 
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
 
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 
 
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
 
(Luke 9:51–62) 
 
 
An invitational life is a life filled with deep connection to the heart of God, a life that knows what love and grace 
feel like. It’s a life that promises you a front-row seat to watch God at work in the people you walk with, sit with, 
and eat with. But, as we see in these three examples from the gospel of Luke, this life comes at a cost. Jesus 
calls us out of our normal routines, comfort zones, and what’s familiar. He calls us to take risks that seem beyond 
what we’re capable of and he wants our lives for the sake of others. Are you willing to say yes no matter the cost?  
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• Read through today’s Scripture again, and this time, notice which of the three stories stands out to you 
the most. Spend a few minutes in silence listening for what God wants to say to you through that story. 
What did you hear? What is God inviting you to do as a result? 

 
• As you near the end of this 40-day devotional, what are the one or two biggest barriers that have arisen 

that you will need God’s help to overcome to embark on the invitational life (maybe it’s fear; maybe it’s 
your schedule; maybe it’s something else)? What is your role to play in overcoming those barriers? 

 
• What are you most excited about as you begin your invitational life? What person or people group has 

God placed in your heart and mind?  
 
Prayer 
 
God, I need your help. I feel my excitement rising for how you might use me to pursue the hearts of people at my 
work, in my neighborhood, and in places I can’t even dream of right now. Fill me anew with your Holy Spirit, give 
me ears to hear your voice, open my eyes to the hurting, forgotten, and lonely. Give me the strength to turn in 
whatever direction you want to send me, set my heart there, and go. May it be so! 
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40 - The World Needs Risk Takers 
 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem 
to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 
treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to 
that chariot and stay near it.” 
 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” Philip asked. 
 
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 
 
This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
Who can speak of his descendants? 
For his life was taken from the earth.” 
 
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” Then 
Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 
 
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can 
stand in the way of my being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch 
went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 
 
(Acts 8:26–38) 
 
I love this story of Philip. What an example of a person living the invitational life. God told him to go and he went. 
He didn’t get stuck in fear, worry about where he was going, or allow his own limitations to stop him. In fact, he 
ran to the chariot. And when he got there, he didn’t stand off at a distance, he jumped right up into the chariot, sat 
next to the Ethiopian man, and told him the good news about Jesus by starting with the very text the man was 
reading. May we follow Philip’s example. When we hear God’s whispers, may we run to share the good news!  
 
Reflection Questions 
 
• Sit quietly for one or two minutes and ask God to bring to mind faces of people he wants you to invite into a 

conversation about Jesus. Also, pray that God would identify the places he wants to send you, whether at 
work, in your neighborhood, in your city, or in the world, to share the invitation. Who did God bring to mind? 
Where is he sending you? 

• Who could you invite to journey with you as you embark on your invitational life? Who would it be fun to pray 
and share stories with as you begin this adventure? Reach out to that person and see if they’d be willing to 
come along with you. 

• What is your prayer having finished forty days focused on risking yourself to align with God’s heartbeat for 
humanity? Thank God, ask him for what you need, and confess where you’ve been afraid or unconcerned.  

 
Prayer 
 
God, thank you for inviting me into your family and for lavishing me with your grace and your love. Thank you for 
forgiving my every sin and for continuing to work in my heart, mind, and soul to transform me to love like Jesus. 
Draw me closer and allow my understanding and faith to grow. Give me the courage to show up in other people’s 
lives and relate to their stories. And please speak to me and send me into the world to be your peace, hope, love, 
and grace. I will take the risk! Amen and amen. 




