
  

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 15, 2019 

 

We welcome you to worship.  

 

Inspirational Thought For The Week 

“Jesus constrains us to abandon some things we enjoy.  

Jesus compels us to shoulder responsibilities we should like to dodge. 

Jesus forces us to undertakings from which we shrink. 

That is the Jesus whose birth we anticipate.” 

(Adapted from the words of Henry Sloane Coffin) 

 

Prelude/Introit                       Christmas Music for Piano and Flute  

 

Welcome 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Call to Worship – Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 

     9 a.m.  Anne and Olivia Gaudree 

     11 a.m.  Pregi Febriani and Nathan, Neo, and Nilla Singjaidee 

 

*Hymn of Praise No. 41                                                                                            Adeste fideles 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
     “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 

 

The Ministry of The Church  
(Please sign and pass the red friendship book.) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 

 

Minute for Amahl Concert                                                                                  Birgit Fioravante 

 

A Sermon in a Song: Special Christmas Music Presentation 

Featuring the Choir, Westminster Ringers, and the Children’s Choir 

 

                                             “Arise, Shine; for Your Light Has Come”1               Robert A. Hobby 

 

“Arise, shine for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen on you.  

 Arise, arise; for your light has come. 

Once you lived in darkness, but now you are light, light in the Lord. 

Arise, shine.  Walk as children; walk as children of the light. 

Arise, shine for your light has come.” 

 

 

 



  

                                                                                                    Michael Smith and Joanna Carlson 

                                      “Christmastime with O Come, All Ye Faithful”             arr., Lloyd Larson 

The Westminster Ringers 

 

                                                                    “Ave Maria”2                                      Johannes Brahms 

 

(Word by word translation) 

  “Ave Maria, gratia plena,  “Hail Mary, full of grace, 

  Dominus tecum.                  The Lord is with you. 

  Benedicta tu in mulieribus,                Blessed are you among women, 

  Et benedictus fructus ventris tui,        And blessed is the fruit of your womb, 

  Iesus.              Jesus. 

  Sancta Maria, Mater Dei                    Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

  Ora pro nobis peccatoribus,       Pray for us sinners, 

  Nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.         Now and at the hour of our death. 

  Amen.”                      Amen.” 

 

                                                        “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                     arr., Mark Patterson 

The Children’s Choir 

 

                                                              “Sing We All Noël”                      arr., Ruth Elaine Schram 

The Children’s and Adult Choirs 

 

                                                           “Mary Did You Know?”3                       arr., Camp Kirkland 

Courtney Miller, soloist 

 

“Mary did you know that your baby boy will someday walk on water? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 

This child that you’ve delivered, will soon deliver you. 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 

And when your kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God. 

 

Oh Mary did you know? 

 

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again. 

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb 

 

Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations? 

Did you know that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb? 

This sleeping child you’re holding is the great I am 

 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.” 

 

                                                   “Angels We Have Heard on High”                   arr., Trevor Manor 

The Children’s Choir and Westminster Ringers 

 

 



  

                                                                 “Gesú Bambino”4                                             Pietro Yon 

Fernando Gonzales, soloist 

 

“When blossoms flowered ‘mid the snows upon a winter night 

Was born the child, the Christmas rose, the king of love and light 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced, 

And at his blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

A gain the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night 

That gave the world its Christmas rose, its king of love and light. 

Let every voice acclaim his name, the grateful chorus swell, 

From paradise to earth he came that we with him might dwell. 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.” 

 

                                                         “O Magnum Mysterium”                   Thomás Luis de Victoria 

(Latin Text and Literal Translation) 

 

“O magnum mysterium,        “O great mystery, 

et admirable sacramentum,    and wondrous sacrament, 

ut animalia viderent Dominum natum, that animals should see the new-born Lord, 

jacentum in praesepio!    lying in their manger! 

Beata Virgo, cujus viscera   Blessed is the Virgin whose womb 

meruerunt portare    was worthy to bear the  

Dominum Iesum Christum.  Alleluia!” Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia!” 

 

                                                                                           Robert Shaw and Robert Russell Bennet 

“Pat-A-Pan and Adeste Fideles” from The Many Moods of Christmas 

 

*Benediction  

 

*Postlude                                       “Fugato and Finale on a Noël”                                 Marcel Dupré 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if able. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

     The Church Bell is rung in loving memory of Dorothy Ballantine (1908–1998) and James 

Davis, Jr. (1934–2013). Prior to Sunday morning worship, the bell from our original Sanctuary is 

rung in memory of those in our Memorial Garden.  Let us pause to give thanks for all who have 

gone before us, who rest in the peace of God, thanking God for the Christian witness of their 

lives. 

 

     We again welcome today’s flutist and friend, Leeann Berry. 
 

Children’s Choir 

Child Performers: 

Carson Blonshine, Liam Blonshine, Amelia Buck, Chloé-Anne Cauldwell, Lilika Cauldwell, 

Betty Lou Flautt, Clara Hartwell Flautt, Ernest Flautt, Noah Gimmy, Shane Gimmy, Catherine 

Harghel-Milliken, Richard Harghel-Milliken, Hiroki Mainland, Laila Milliken, Lydia Negron, 

Ethen Schmidt, Mark Schmidt, Neo Singjaidee, Nilla Singjaidee 

 

Musical Leadership: 

Kelye Cauldwell and Jim Poch 

 

 
 



  

Upcoming Musical Events 
     On Sunday, January 5, 2020 at 7:30 p.m., we will present an Opera Fusion production of 

Amahl and the Night Visitors.  This beloved and family-friendly one-act opera is a moving tale 

with beautiful music and a timeless and inspiring message; how faith, charity, unselfish love, and 

good deeds can work miracles.  This is a full production with chamber orchestra.  Suggested 

donation at the door of $30 for adults and $5 for children and students. 
 

     On Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 4 p.m., three artists and Don Cannarozzi, our Director of 

Music, will be presenting a recital, “The 3 B’s: Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms”.  Don will 

begin with the Toccata in E minor by J.S. Bach.  Next, Robyn Lamp will sing Beethoven’s 

vocally demanding concert aria, Ah Perfido (Ah, treacherous one).  Then concert cellist Iris Van 

Eck and Don Cannarozzi will perform Beethoven’s first cello sonata in F major.  The concert 

will conclude with Birgit Fioravante singing Brahms’s Zigunerlieder (Gypsy songs), a set of 

songs about a gypsy’s love and live.  The concert is free and casual. 
 

Take Note 
     Stewardship 2020. Our thanks to members and friends of our congregation who have made 

their stewardship pledge for 2020.  Thus far, we have received 137 pledges, totaling $509,474.  

Estimate of giving cards are available in the pews.  You may place these in the offering plate, 

mail them to the church office or call Christine Davis in the financial office (561-276-6338, ext. 

16), and make a verbal pledge by phone. Please note that if you are currently using automated 

payments through your bank or credit card to make your pledge, we still need a completed 

pledge card from you. Let us all be faithful to our calling as disciples of Christ and support the 

work of Christ’s Church. 

 

     This year’s Christmas Eve Offering is designated to help our neighbors to the east in Marsh 

Harbour, Bahamas, devastated by Hurricane Dorian. As you celebrate this Christmas season, 

remember that your offering will help families and give them hope for the coming year. Please 

use the special designation of “Dorian” on your check or envelope. 

 

     The Christmas Eve Candlelight Services are at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

Please plan to arrive early and carpool when possible.  A special Children’s Message will be 

given at the 7 p.m. service. (There will be a musical Introit prior to each worship service.) 

 

     Reservations for Choir Loft Seating on Christmas Eve for the 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 

services may be made in the Narthex following the worship services or by calling the church 

office (561-276-6338).  These are the best seats in the house.  Seating is limited, so reserve your 

seats early. 

 

     On Sunday, December 29th, there is only one morning worship service at 11 a.m. 

 

     Nursery Help. We are looking for a wonderful person to work in our church nursery. This is 

a paid position. Please contact Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com). 

 

     Sunday School update: We are looking for an assistant teacher for Sunday School. Please 

contact Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com). 

 

     Text Firstdelray to 484848 to opt in to get text messages from the church about worship 

service changes.  Message and data rates may apply. 

 

 



  

     We are pleased to announce that we will be sailing aboard AMA Waterways on Melodies of 

the Danube for 10 nights including 3 nights in Prague.  The AMA Serena will embark October 

23, 2020 on this 85 cabin vessel. Dr. Hood will be teaching, Understanding How God Changes 

Lives.  Please contact Robert Paris (561-276-6338) for further information. A detailed flyer is in 

the Narthex. The deadline is December 31, 2019. 
 

Connect with First Presbyterian Church 
     Please join us in the Narthex at 10 a.m. for a Coffee Break and at noon for Fellowship 

Hour, our times of fellowship. 

 

     Free Wi-Fi is available on the church campus. Connect to the FPC-Guest or Fellowship Hall 

network. The password is fpcguest. 

 

     Read Doug Hood’s weekly meditation through our church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Resources.  Don’t forget to subscribe to his meditation so that you do not miss any of the 

postings. 

 

     For those interested in taking notes during the worship service, a Sermon Notes Page is 

available by the west door. 

 

     If you are a member of the church and need a blue First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

parking sticker, stop by the church office during the week. 

 

     Text Firstdelray to 484848 to opt in to get text messages from the church about worship 

service changes.  Message and data rates may apply. 

 

     Members who would like to receive email notification of members’ deaths and memorial 

services should contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com).   

 

     If you would like to receive your Spire Newsletter electronically, please email Nancy Fine 

(nancyfine@firstdelray.com), text FPCDELRAYBEACH to 22828 (message and data rates may 

apply), or complete the online form on our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Resources. 
 

Church Membership Directory 
     The Pictorial Church Membership Directory is available online for members of the church.  

Visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Connect for more information.  
 

Sunday Mornings 
     Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices during the worship service. 

 

     Closed Circuit TV is available for viewing the worship service in the Quiet Room. 

 

     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Tables in the Covered 

Patio for use during worship.   

 

     Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available from the Deacons. 

 

     Nursery Care for children from birth through Kindergarten is available from 8:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. in the Nursery. 

 

 

 

http://www.firstdelray.com/
mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

For Our Younger Worshippers 
     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Table in the Covered Patio 

for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the service.  
 

Sunday Children’s Programs 
     Nursery Care is available for children under three during the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship 

services in the Center for Christian Studies, Room 106. Our Nursery workers are Amanda 

Tidmore and Serenity Reeves. 

 

     After the Children’s Time in the 11 a.m. worship service, children are dismissed to the 

Center for Christian Studies. Children, ages three through Kindergarten, go to Bible Bunch in 

Room 113 with Alice Barrett or Iva Branscombe.  Children in 1st through 5th grade go to Sunday 

School in Room 109. Grace Hood and Liz Landes are the teachers. During the month of 

December the children will explore the Christmas Story. If your child is in 6th grade and up, 

please speak with Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 17) about 

continuing their participation in Sunday School as a helper.  
 

Weekly Education Programs 
     Reading the Bible Together is a new opportunity for adults beginning in January. John and 

Judy Haverkamp invite adults to join them each Sunday morning, between the two morning 

services of worship, for reading the Bible together. Believing that lives change when immersed 

regularly in scripture, this time together has a simple format – reading the Bible together for 40 

minutes in a small group. Join them in the Conference Room, upstairs in the Center for 

Christian Studies, at 10 a.m., beginning Sunday, January 5th. 

 

     The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room. They 

are using an Advent Study based on six sermons delivered by Rev. Susan Sparks at the 

Chautauqua Institution. The titles of the series is “It wasn’t exactly a Silent Night” - using 

kindness, humility and justice to express love and to transform the world; “Join them in the 

Youth Room in the Christian Learning Center at 10 a.m. For further information, contact Maria 

Graham (561-276-6338). They will not meet on Mondays, December 23rd or 30th. 

 

     The Men’s Fellowship meets on Thursdays at 8:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room. They are 

discussing the Nurture Faith from Sunday’s bulletin. For more information, contact John 

Schneider (561-276-6338).  

 

     The Women’s Discipleship Group meets on Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  

All women are invited to attend the study on Disciple Her: Using the Word, Work, & Wonder of 

God to Invest in Women by Kandi Gallaty. 
 

Bi-Monthly Educational Program 
     First and Last Bible Study is a bible study geared toward the working/studying crowd. They 

meet on the first and last Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room. The 

Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, January 29th. For more information, contact Rev. 

Greg Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 13). 
 

Monthly Educational Program 
     The Monday Women’s Book Group meets on Monday, January 6th, at 12:30 p.m. in the 

Meeting Room.  All women are invited to attend the discussion on The Great Alone by Kristin 

Hannah.  Contact Martha Smith (561-276-6338) for more information. 
 



  

 

 

Christmas Memorials . . . 
 

 Members and friends wishing to make a memorial gift for the Christmas Season may 

designate their contribution for (1) Christmas poinsettias for the decoration of the Sanctuary or 

(2) feeding hungry people.  This alternative giving opportunity, which began 31 years ago, has 

offered us a way to respond to hunger in our community and the world. 

 The names of those in whose memory or honor gifts are made and the names of the 

donors will be printed in our Christmas Eve (December 24th) bulletin.  Please use the form below 

to provide the necessary information and send your contribution to the church office by 

tomorrow, Monday, December 16th, which is the final date for including names to be printed.  

The Sanctuary will be decorated for Sunday, December 15th.  Donors of poinsettias ($10) may 

pick them up on December 24th, after the 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

(Please PRINT YOUR LISTING, as you want it to appear in the bulletins) 

 

My/our Christmas Memorial Gift of $ _______________ is given: 

 
In loving memory of ______________________________________________________ 

 
In honor of ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Given by ________________________________________________________________ 

 
My/our contribution is to be used for: 

 
Christmas Poinsettias ____________________ Food for the Needy _________________ 

 

(Please make the check out to First Presbyterian Church 

and indicate either “Poinsettia” or “Food for the Needy”.) 

 

____ I will pick up my poinsettias after the 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

 

 

 

 



  

Youth Group 
     Refuge Youth Group (Grades 6th through 12th) will be participating in a service project 

offsite (gleaning food for the hungry) the morning of Saturday, January 11th. More details to 

follow. 

 

     We will be leaving from the church on the evening of Friday, January 24th and returning 

early in the morning on Saturday, January 25th for Rock The Universe at Universal Studios. At 

Rock The Universe, the park closes to the general public and hosts youth groups around the 

country. Youth will be able to ride all the rides, attend a Christian concert, and each participant 

will receive a tee shirt. The cost is $75 per child – scholarships are available. Please email Greg 

Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com), by December 31st to RSVP. 
 

Young Adults 
     The Young Adults will be participating in a service project offsite (gleaning food for the 

hungry) the morning of Saturday, January 11th. More details to follow. 
 

Music 
     The Chancel Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. to prepare for the worship 

service and on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the Choir Room.  Don Cannarozzi is 

available for those who may be a little shy about becoming part of this ministry. You can speak 

with him after service, or contact Don Cannarozzi (dcannaro@hotmail.com), to set up a time to 

meet.  

 

     Westminster Ringers (for adults and high school youth) is on Thursdays in the Bell 

Room from 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. Contact Jim Poch (561-276-6338, ext. 24 or 

jimpoch@firstdelray.com) for more information. There will be no rehearsal on Thursdays, 

December 19th or 26th. 
 

Holly House 
     Holly House Workshops for women meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:30 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Holly House.  For more information, contact Cindy Pemberton (561-

276-6338).  

 

     The Holiday Gift Shoppe will be open after services today from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  This is 

the final chance before Christmas to get holiday decorations, crocheted baby blankets and pot 

holders, pet gifts, custom and costume jewelry, Christmas villages, designer trees and wreaths, 

aprons, quilted place mats and runners.  Look for decorations that can be used all year.  Even if 

you have visited previously, stop by to see the latest new items. 
 

Financial Considerations 
     There is a very convenient way to donate online to First Presbyterian Church of Delray 

Beach through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange which is part of the 200+ year old 

Presbyterian Foundation and transfers your donation promptly.  Visit the church website 

(www.firstdelray.com) under Give for more information. 

 

     On December 18, 2015, the President signed legislation indefinitely extending the charitable 

IRA rollover provision enabling IRA owners ages 70½ or older to make a direct, tax-free 

transfer to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach or the charity of their choice.  Certain 

limitations apply so consult your tax adviser. 
 

 

mailto:gregrapier@firstdelray.com
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

Membership 
     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you on Sunday, 

January 5th in the Covered Patio immediately following the 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. worship 

service. In order to join, no reservations or classes are required for those who have been 

previously baptized. 

 

     Invite a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, or business associate to worship with 

us.  Share your faith and love for Christ’s Church with others. 
 

Mission Opportunity 
     We are making Hygiene Kits for The Caring Kitchen.  If you have unopened travel size items 

that you would like to donate, please put them in the collection basket in the Narthex. 
 

Pennies from Heaven 
     Help us support the battle against hunger and poverty at home and away through our Pennies 

from Heaven Offering.  Collect 5 cents per family member per meal each day.  All monies 

collected is donated on a quarterly basis to local, regional, and national food programs.  We 

collected $567.28 from the November Offering. Since September 2012, we have collected 

$42,709.46.  Our next collection is on Sunday, December 29th. 
 

Hospitalization 
     If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office (561-276-6338).  

Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will not notify us. 
 

Prayer Ministry Team 
     The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Coastal Room to pray 

together for all those who request prayers.  This includes concerns, thanksgiving, and praise.  

Each request is treated with respect, confidentiality, and caring.  If a request includes a name and 

address, a card will be sent to confirm the group is praying for those concerns.  You are invited 

to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Maryann Rana (561-276-6338). 

 

     Prayer Concern Cards are in the pews.  If you have a specific prayer concern, please 

complete a card and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Concerns are 

forwarded to members of the Prayer Ministry Team and pastoral staff. 
 

Special Prayer List as of December 10th  
     Please keep our members and friends in your thoughts and prayers this week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Symbols on the Chrismon Tree 

 

 

The Fish 

     In its early years, Christianity was an 

illegal religion.  Because of this, the “Sign of 

the Fish” became a universal signal that 

secretly identified believers to one another.  

The Greek word for “fish” is IXOYS.  These 

five letters were also the first letter (in 

Greek) of the words JESUS CHRIST, 

GOD’S SON SAVIOUR.  By drawing the 

“Sign of the Fish”, Christians revealed both 

their identity and the basis of their faith. 

 

 

The Dove 

     The use of a descending dove to represent 

the Holy Spirit is based upon the account of 

Jesus’ baptism found in Luke 3:22: “and the 

Holy Spirit came down on him in bodily 

form like a dove.  And there was a voice 

from heaven: “You are my son, whom I 

dearly love; in you I find happiness”. 

 

 

The Chi Rho 

    In the original Greek text, the word 

“Christ” was written XRISTOS.  The letters 

CHI (X) and RHO (R or P) were combined 

into one of the earliest known Christian 

symbols.  It has been found inscribed on the 

walls of Roman catacombs dating back to the 

2nd century.  In Hebrew, the word “Christ” is 

translated “Messiah”, which means “the 

anointed one”. 

 

 

The Alpha and Omega 

     As the first and last of the Greek alphabet, 

the Alpha and Omega represent the one in 

whom creation began and by whom it will 

one day end.  Its usage as an early symbol is 

based upon Revelation 1:8: “I am the Alpha 

and the Omega”, says the Lord God, “the one 

who is and was and is coming, the 

Almighty”. 

 



  

 
 

Qualifying For the Christian Life 

 

READ: Mark 10:21, 22 (Common English Bible) 

 

“Jesus looked at him carefully and loved him. He said, ‘You are lacking one thing. Go, sell what 

you own, and give the money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in heaven. And come, 

follow me.’ But the man was dismayed at this statement and went away saddened, because he 

had many possessions.” 

 

REFLECT: 

 

The process of positive change begins with us. I heard these words again several weeks before 

returning to the Holy Land with a church group. Two doctors, colleagues in practice, provided 

me with a comprehensive health check. Blood labs, full body scan, cognitive tests and a general 

physical exam found elevated blood sugar and more body fat than is optimal. The pathway 

forward included an “induction diet” for the first six weeks. Absolutely no grain, rice, potato, or 

pasta. Additionally, no tropical fruit such as bananas or citrus and no desserts. Then, one of the 

doctors said that if he could banish two words spoken by his patients, they would be, “I’ll try.” 

Each patient makes one of two decisions: they will or they will not. When I left his office, I 

would answer one or the other.  Each of the eight days in Israel, only one option for lunch – a 

choice of sandwiches and French fries. Bread, produced from grain, and potato. With an apple in 

hand, I simply walked away from the group for lunch.  

 

In this story from Mark’s Gospel, a man approaches Jesus with a question, “What must I do to 

obtain eternal life?” The man wants to know what he must do to qualify for the Christian life. 

Together, they establish that the man knew the Bible and kept the commandments. According to 

many standards, the man is a deeply religious person. That is important to concede lest we miss 

the full force of the story. Jesus follows, “You are lacking one thing. Go, sell what you own, and 

give the money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in heaven. And come, follow me.” Jesus 

is not teaching a lesson on financial stewardship, not directly. Jesus is not advocating that the 

wealthy carry a greater responsibility for the poor. The real issue here is one of commitment. 

Jesus is asking if the man is totally committed to God, is prepared to make a total engagement of 

his life with Jesus Christ.  

 

The man’s answer is no. The man knew the Bible. The man lived a moral life. He obeyed all the 

commandments. Yet, the man failed to make a total commitment to Jesus. To be a profoundly 

religious person, it seems, has little to do with biblical knowledge or living a moral life. If that 

were the case, then there is no way that King David, Peter, or Paul were “religious.” David 

committed adultery. Peter was impulsive. Paul self-identified, “I’m a miserable human being. 

(Romans 7:24).” All capable of disloyalties. Each life colored with moral ambiguity. Yet, with 

all their flaws, each are remembered as profoundly religious persons. That is because they were 

deeply committed to God. Biblical faith has little concern with one’s mastery of the Bible. 

Biblical faith cares little with high moral attainment. Biblical faith is concerned with our ultimate 

allegiance. We will follow Jesus totally or we will not. 

 

 



  

Commitment is a choice of direction. Jesus Christ is Lord and we rearrange all of our life around 

the values of Jesus or we will not. The great challenge to the Church has never been those who 

are opposed to religion. The great challenge to the Church are those who say they believe but do 

not care enough to weave their life with the life of Christ without reservation. Commitment to 

Christ is not a highly charged emotional experience or a life of strict moral discipline. Rather, 

commitment means that we chose our values, manage our financial resources, and center each 

day on honoring Jesus’ claim upon us. Jesus Christ is the creative center of all that we do and 

think. The process of positive change begins with us. “I’ll try”, is insufficient. We will or we will 

not make Jesus Christ the final ground for every decision we make. 

 

RESPOND: 

 

1. How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you?  Pray: “What would you have me 

hear, O Lord?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or 

prayer to pray?  Pray:  “What would you have me do, O Lord?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY: 

 

Lord God, draw near to me today.  May your presence and sufficiency convict me of my half-

hearted discipleship.  Show me again what authentic discipleship looks like.  Amen. 

 



  

This Week: December 15th through December 19th  

Sunday, December 15th    

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Nursery Care – Nursery 

9 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary 

10 a.m.    Coffee Hour – Narthex 

10 a.m.    Prayer Ministry Team – Coastal Room 

10 a.m.    Holiday Gift Shoppe – Holly House 

10:15 a.m.   Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 

11 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary 

11 a.m.    Bible Bunch Sunday School – Bible Bunch Room 

11 a.m.    Sunday School (1st – 5th grades) – Sunday School Room 

12 p.m.    Fellowship Hour – Narthex 

12 p.m.   Holiday Gift Shoppe – Holly House 

Monday, December 16th    

10 a.m.    Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study – Youth Room 

4 p.m.     Investment Committee Meeting – Meeting Room 

Tuesday, December 17th     

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10:30 a.m.   Staff Meeting – Senior Pastor’s Study 

5:30 p.m.   Trustee Meeting – Senior Pastor’s Study 

Thursday, December 19th  

8:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship – Meeting Room 

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10 a.m.    Women’s Discipleship Group – Meeting Room 

6 p.m.    Children’s Choir Rehearsal – Meeting Room 

6:30 p.m.   Westminster Ringers – Offsite 

7:30 p.m.   Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 
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