
  

Sunday Worship 

September 23, 2018 

 

We welcome you to worship.  

 

Meditation in Preparation for Worship  

“The grace of God means something like:  

Here is your life. You might never have been,  

but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.” 

(Frederick Buechner) 

 

Prelude                                               “Characteristic Piece”                           Alexandre Guilmant 

 

Introit                                          Piano Improvisation and Hymn 

 

Welcome 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Call to Worship (Psalm 106:1)                                                                                   Responsively 

Leader:  “Praise the Lord! 

Congregation: Give thanks to the Lord 

Leader:  Because he is good, 

Congregation: Because his faithful love endures forever.” 

 

*Hymn of Praise No. 142                                                                                               Coronation 

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 

 

*Opening Prayer 

 

First Scripture Reading (p. 178)                                                                           Numbers 11:1-9 

 

Prayer of Confession 

     Merciful God, there are times when we forget that you are always there for us.  Too often, we 

have lost faith in you.  Forgive us for those times when we forget that you carry us when our 

burdens are heavy.  Help us remember that you will never let us down.  Remind us, O God, that 

you will never let us go.  We ask these things in the name of your Son. … 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

*Gloria Patri 

     “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, As it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.  Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Time with the Children  

Gathering Song: “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” 

“This is the day, this is the day, 

That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice 

And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made.” 

 

Going Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so.” 

 

Children 3-years-old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 5 are excused for Sunday School (Sunday School Rm) 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
     “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 

 

The Ministry of The Church  
(Please sign and pass the red friendship book.) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 

 

Offertory Anthem                               “Do Not Be Afraid”                                        Philip Stopford 

 

“Do not be afraid for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; you are mine. 

 

When you walk through the waters,  

I’ll be with you; you will never sink beneath the waves.   

When the fire is burning all around you,  

You will never be consumed by the flames. 

 

Do not be afraid. . . 

 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, then remember I am at your side.   

When you dwell in the exile of a stranger, remember you are precious in my eyes. 

 

Do not be afraid. . . 

 

You are mine, O my child, I am your Father, and I love you with a perfect love. 

 

Do not be afraid. . .” 

 



  

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!  Amen.” 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                     The Shorter Catechism (7.086) 

     What is faith in Jesus Christ?  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and 

rest upon him alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.   

 

Special Music                                        “Avinu Malkeinu”                                       Max Janowski 

 

(Translation of the Hebrew text) 

 

“Hear our prayer 

We have sinned before thee 

Have compassion upon us and upon our children 

Help us bring an end to pestilence, war, and famine 

Cause all hate and oppression to vanish from the earth 

Inscribe us for blessing in the book of life” 

 

(The Avinu Malkeinu is an ancient Jewish prayer for peace.   

The Janowski setting is perhaps the best known setting of the text and is sung in temples during 

Jewish High Holy Days, which began this year on September 9
th

, and last for 10 days.   

The text, however, is ecumenical and can be appreciated by all who yearn for peace.) 

 

Second Scripture Reading (p. 1298)                                                                          John 6:25-40 

 

Message                                          “That Which Sustains Us”                        Dr. Martinez Thorne 

 

*Hymn of Dedication No. 276                                                                                      Faithfulness 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

*Benediction  

 

*Postlude                                             “Toccata on Hyftydol”                                          Diane Bish 

 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if you are able. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

     The Church Bell is rung in loving memory of Louis (1917 – 2003) and Ruth (1916 – 2012) 

Glesmann. Prior to Sunday morning worship, the bell from our original Sanctuary is rung in 

memory of those in our Memorial Garden.  Let us pause to give thanks for all who have gone 

before us, who rest in the peace of God, thanking God for the Christian witness of their lives. 

 

     The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by Jennifer Buce and Jamie 

Whalen, in loving memory of parents and grandparents, James and Margaret Bowen; and from 

Paul and Andy Miller, in loving memory of Paul’s father, Paul. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

     Preaching this morning is Dr. Yvonne Martinez Thorne. She is a faith-based counseling 

psychologist and is founder of Cultivating Wholeness Counseling Associates located in Florida 

and Pennsylvania.  Dr. Thorne provides counseling to adolescents, adults, couples, and families 

and specialized services for clergy and lay leaders.  She is an ordained clergy of the American 

Baptist Churches USA, and served as Area Minister for the Philadelphia Baptist Association.  

She and her husband, Dr. Leo S. Thorne, live in Delray Beach and are members of our church 

family.   

 

     Dr. Hood is on sabbatical this week. 

 

Greeting You 
     East Door – Sid and Pat Breman.  West Door – Ron and Alice Barrett. 

 

Our Condolences  
     are extended to the family of Cathy Bolinger, upon her death on September 15, 2018.  Plans 

for a Memorial Service are pending. 

 

     are also extended to the family of Robert Stoner, upon his death on September 16, 2018.  

Plans for a Memorial Service are pending.  

 

     Our thoughts and prayers are with all those who have recently lost loved ones. 
 

Gifts to 
     Remembrance Fund from Miriam Kalett and from Ken and Patty Years, in loving memory 

of Cathy Bolinger. 

 

Take Note 
     Capital Campaign pledges reach the goal of $3.5 million!  Exciting news that we recently 

achieved this in early July 2018.  To be at the final mark is an amazing accomplishment and 

everyone in our congregation should be proud and thanked as we had a 90 % + participation 

rate. We now have $3.5M in pledges, and we are less than $200,000 away from collecting all of 

it, as many made a pledge on the three year plan which ends later this year.  Our debt on this 

project is very low, and assuming the pledges come in as planned, we expect to be debt-free 

again as a church by January 1, 2019. If you have made a pledge and are able to finish off your 

fulfillment of such pledge, it will put us at our goal of full collection. 

 

     Today, Sunday, September 23
rd

, you are invited to help sort the pajamas and books that will 

be donated to the Pajama and Book Program.  The sorting will be done in Fellowship Hall 

immediately following the worship service.  Please help us prepare these donations to be 

distributed to children in our community. 

 

     Next Sunday, September 30
th

, we will be collecting the “Pennies from Heaven” Offering.  

Don’t forget to bring your 5 cents per meal per person in your household to church so that we 

can help feed deserving hungry people. 

 

     The Hustle2endhunger 5k Run/Walk Family Fun Day is on Saturday, October 6
th

 at 7 

a.m. at John Price Park, rain or shine.   Walk, Pledge, or Pray and be part of the First 

Presbyterian Team to end hunger through C.R.O.S. Ministries. Stop by the Narthex to sign up 

to participate.  Please make any donations in the form of a check payable to CROS Ministries. 

Contact Jeanne Heavilin (561-276-6338) for more information. 



  

     Join us on Sunday, October 28
th 

at 4 p.m. in the Courtyard for the Blessing of the Pets. 

Bring your pet to this special service. They must be on a leash or in a carrier, container, or cage. 

If your pet can’t make it, bring a photo of him or her.  Children’s stuffed animals are welcome.  

A free-will offering will be taken to benefit the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund. 

 

     Our Sunday School has been growing steadily.  This is exciting!  We would like to divide the 

Children’s Sunday School class into two groups.  We are looking for a teacher.  There is a fun 

and easy to use curriculum.  Help is available with providing support and supplies.  This is an 

exciting opportunity for anyone who would like to share their love of God with the children of 

our church.  If you are interested, please contact Grace Hood (561-276-6338, ext. 17 or 

gracehood@firstdelray.com).  

 

     The City of Delray Beach is improving the intersection and pedestrian crosswalks at Gleason 

Street/Venetian Drive and Atlantic Avenue.  There will be two phases.  During Phase 1, 

east/westbound traffic along Atlantic Avenue will remain open and only right turns (Eastbound) 

are available from Gleason Street and Venetian Drive.  During Phase 2, there will be no access to 

Atlantic Avenue from Gleason Street and Venetian Drive.  Please use the Bronson Avenue 

entrance to the church. 

 

     Join Doug and Grace Hood and Michael and Page Brown for a Bible Land Exploration from 

November 13 to November 22, 2019.  This trip to Israel will expand our knowledge of the 

Bible and this sacred land.  A journey following in the footsteps of Jesus will change the way 

you read the Bible, and you will learn why scholars refer to it as the “Fifth Gospel”.  Brochures 

and registration forms are available on the Welcome Center in the Narthex. 

 

Our Main Church Financial Accounts and Funding 
     Operating account/Stewardship/Annual Pledge Funds – This is our main account, with the 

majority of the cash raised from the annual Stewardship Campaign, or annual pledges.  These 

funds are what the church uses every day to pay mission outreach, salaries, power bills, 

insurance, maintenance, etc.  Our annual budget is approximately $1.45 million and our pledges 

typically come in lower than this amount.  On top of pledges, we get money from plate and 

special purpose collections on Sundays, gifts directed for specific operating purposes, from 

weddings and valet parking.  We then dip into our “Remembrance Fund” (described below) and 

our “Endowment Fund” (described below) to fill the gap as needed.  Our # 1 goal is to work with 

our membership to reduce our dependence on these other funds so we can continue to operate 

and expand our ministries fully.  Our annual “Stewardship Campaign” for annual operating 

pledges runs from November through January each year. 

 

     Remembrance Fund – This fund includes unrestricted gifts to the church (wills, trusts, 

estates), including contributions made in “remembrance” of others.  These funds are used in 

support of the Operating account described above on an as-needed basis as approved by the 

current Elders who make up Session.   

 

     Endowment Fund – This is our long term fund.  Historically these funds come from bequests 

from our congregation (wills, trusts, estates) that restrict the gifts for this purpose.  We transfer a 

portion of these funds each year to help cover our full operating budget as needed, but we never 

take more than 5 % of the current balance.   Many people view bequests as “perpetual pledges” 

to leave a legacy of continuing ministry. 

 

 

 



  

     Capital Campaign – The latest Capital Campaign was a 2016-2018 campaign to upgrade 

most of the church’s physical facilities – parking, Narthex, bathrooms, Center for Christian 

Studies Building, etc.  A special campaign was put in place to raise $3.5 million and the project 

came in on time and on budget with completion in the first half of 2018.  A few ancillary capital 

projects are being included in this account to top off the work needed at our beautiful facility, 

and we will continue to strive to maintain a small balance here for future capital needs. 

 

     Debt – Right now the Church has just $125,000 of debt.  This stems from the 3 year capital 

campaign project, and is expected to be paid off by the end of 2018 as final pledge payments 

come in toward the $3.5 million, which was fully pledged but not yet 100% collected.  We are 

blessed as one of few congregations nationwide to have no meaningful debt and a fully upgraded 

set of facilities. 

 

For Our Younger Worshippers  
     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Table in the Covered Patio 

for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the service. 

 

Our Ministry Develops Through 

 

                      
 

Free New Testament Bibles 
     First Presbyterian Church is a point of distribution of God’s word in the New Testament at 

no cost to anyone who would like a copy.  If you have not previously picked up a copy in the 

Narthex, you may do so this morning.  If you know of people who would appreciate receiving a 

copy, please take copies to them.  Join with your church in distributing God’s word throughout 

our communities in Palm Beach County. 

 

Connect with First Presbyterian Church 
     Please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Narthex, our time of fellowship, following the 

worship service. 

 

     Read Doug Hood’s weekly meditation through our church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Resources.  Don’t forget to subscribe to his meditation so that you do not miss any of the 

postings. 

 

     Following the worship service, feel free to pick up a copy of Doug Hood’s Heart and Soul, 

volume 2 in the Narthex.   

 

     For those interested in taking notes during the worship service, a Sermon Notes Page is 

available in the Narthex. 

     Follow us on Twitter at @FPCDelrayBeach or tweet #FPCDBWORSHIP. 

 

     If you are a member of the church and need a blue First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

parking sticker, please contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 

10) or stop by the church office during the week. 

 

http://www.firstdelray.com/
mailto:nancyfine@covad.net


  

     Members who would like to receive email notification of members’ deaths and memorial 

services should contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com).  You will only be informed if 

the family has approved public notification. 

 

     If you would like to receive your Spire Newsletter electronically, please email Nancy Fine 

(nancyfine@firstdelray.com), text FPCDELRAYBEACH to 22828 (message and data rates may 

apply), or complete the online form on our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Resources. 

 

Sunday Mornings 
     Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices during the worship service. 

 

     Closed Circuit TV is available for viewing the worship service in the Quiet Room. 

 

     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Tables in the Covered 

Patio for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the 

service. 

 

     Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available from the Deacons. 

 

     Nursery Care for children from birth to Kindergarten is available from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 

a.m. in the Nursery. 

 

     Please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Narthex, our time of fellowship, following the 

worship service. 

 

Sunday Children’s Programs 
     Bible Bunch Sunday School meets after the Children’s Time during the worship service.  

Children 3 years old through Kindergarten should follow the class leaders to the Bible Bunch 

Room.  

 

     Sunday School for Children in 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade, meets after the Children’s Time during 

the worship service.  They are using the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.  They 

have access to activities to do at home via online resources with a downloadable e-book for 

iBooks and Kindle.  The class is led by Grace Hood in the Sunday School Room. 

 

Youth Group 
     Youth Group is back! Tonight, and every Sunday evening, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., 

youth grades 6
th

 through 12
th

 grade gather in the Youth Room for food, faith, and fun. For more 

information, contact Greg Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 13). 

 

Weekly Education Program 
     The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study begins Monday, October 1

st
 at 10 a.m. in the 

Youth Room.  They will be resuming the video study, “Reading Biblical Literature: Genesis to 

Revelation”, by Professor Craig Koester.  The Bible has shaped thousands of years of faith, art, 

and human history.  Yet, we rarely engage with the Bible as a collection of unique narratives that 

were later united into the Old and New Testaments.  Dr. Koester transforms these ancient texts 

into a learning experience that is equal parts educational and entertaining.  All women are 

welcome.  For more information, contact Linda Prior (561-276-6338). 

 

mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

     All are invited to the Thursday Morning Small Group at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  

They meet and review Dr. Hood’s “Nurture Faith” from the previous Sunday.  Come and join 

them. 

 

Music 
     The Chancel Choir rehearses in the Choir Room on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. to 

prepare for the worship service.  If you would like to sing in the choir, you are invited to come 

and add your voice.  

 

Holly House 
     Holly House Workshops meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. in the Holly House.  The Holly House Worship is transforming into the Holiday Gift 

Shoppe in preparation for the grand opening on October 2
nd

.  In addition to wreaths and tress for 

the sailboat enthusiast, tennis player, or nature lover, there are Halloween and Autumn items as 

well as transitional decorations that can be used from fall through the winter.  If you would like 

to help set up the Holiday Gift Shoppe or if you would like to sew, craft, create shell decorations 

or floral designs, we welcome you to come, express your creativity and enjoy the fellowship.  

For more information contact Cindy Pemberton (561-276-6338). 

 

Men’s Fellowship 
     Men’s Fellowship meets on Thursday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  Bring a 

friend and enjoy the camaraderie.  They are discussing the devotional book Uncommon Life by 

Tony Dungy. For more information, contact Bruce Gimmy (561-276-6338). 

 

Employment Connections Ministry – Career Shepherds 
     The Employment Connections Ministry is here to help and support unemployed persons 

and those whose career paths no longer seem fulfilling to find a more rewarding career or 

employment. Seeking employment can be lonely and sometimes overwhelming.  Where to start? 

What goals to pursue? How to navigate? Career Shepherds are here to work with you on an 

individual basis to help you identify your strengths and talents, provide useful tools, and assist in 

guiding you throughout the process. We invite church members to join this exciting ministry by 

lending their expertise and availability to mentor or help for whatever time possible.  Contact 

Dick Story (561-276-6338) or Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 10) 

for more information. 

 

Church Membership Directory 
     The Pictorial Church Membership Directory is available online for members of the church.  

There are two ways to access the directory. You may visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Connect to request a password to access the membership directory to print or save to your 

computer.  Or, you may view the directory by visiting www.instantchurchdirectory.com or 

downloading the free Instant Church Directory Member’s App from the Apple Store, Google 

Play, or Amazon App Store.  In order to gain access to the online directory through Instant 

Church Directory, you must register your account using the email address on file with the 

church.  For issues with registering through Instant Church Directory, contact Nancy Fine (561-

276-6338, ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.com). 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nancyfine@firstdelray.com


  

Financial Considerations 
     There is a very convenient way to donate online to First Presbyterian Church of Delray 

Beach through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange which is part of the 200+ year old 

Presbyterian Foundation and transfers your donation promptly.  Visit the church website 

(www.firstdelray.com) under Give for more information and a link to our giving page. 

 

     Remember the Church When Estate Planning.  Our Endowment and Remembrance Funds 

are two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it your will, stocks, or as a 

named beneficiary to an insurance policy.  This financially wise method of stewardship helps 

ensure the long-term financial stability of the church and provides a planned means for the 

church to continue its role in the lives of our members and those to whom we reach out, in our 

community and beyond.  For more information on long-term giving, call the church office (561-

276-6338). 

 

     On December 18, 2015, the President signed legislation indefinitely extending the charitable 

IRA rollover provision enabling IRA owners ages 70½ or older to make a direct, tax-free 

transfer to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach or the charity of their choice.  Certain 

limitations apply so please consult your tax adviser. 

 

Pennies from Heaven 
     Help First Presbyterian Church support the battle against hunger and poverty at home and 

away.  Pennies from Heaven is a simple act of thanksgiving for what we have received and a 

commitment to share with others.  Collect 5 cents per family member per meal each day.  At the 

end of each month, bring your money to church and we will collect your “Pennies from Heaven” 

during the worship service.  All monies collected are donated on a quarterly basis to local food 

programs as well as to regional and national hunger programs.  We collected $227.33 from the 

August Offering.  Since September 2012, we have collected $34,821.19.  Our next collection is 

next, Sunday, September 30
th

. 

 

Membership 
     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you on Sunday, 

October 7
th

 in the Covered Patio immediately following the worship service.  In order to join, 

no reservations or classes are required for those who have been previously baptized. 

 

     Invite a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, or business associate to worship with 

us.  Share your faith and love for Christ’s Church with others. 

 

     If you are a guest visiting us, we invite you to participate in all of our worship services and 

activities. 

 

Partners in Prayer 
     You are invited to participate in a six-week ministry of prayer called Partners in Prayer for 

First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach Leaders.  This six-week ministry does not require 

attendance at any meetings.  Participants receive a resource packet with the names of six church 

leaders. Simply, the ministry is a commitment to pray each day for one week for the same 

person. Each week for six weeks you will pray for a different church leader. At the beginning of 

each week you will write an encouraging note to that leader indicating that you are praying for 

him or her. Contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 10) for a 

resource packet with all the details including sample notes, messages and prayers.  

 

http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

Mission Opportunity 
     We are making Hygiene Kits for The Caring Kitchen.  If you have unopened travel size items 

that you would like to donate, please put them in the collection basket in the Narthex. 

 

Prayer Ministry Team 
     The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Meeting Room to pray 

together for all those who request prayers.  This includes concerns, thanksgiving, and praise.  

Each request is treated with respect, confidentiality, and caring.  If a request includes a name and 

address, a card will be sent to confirm the group is praying for those concerns.  You are invited 

to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (561-276-6338).  She will be 

happy to provide additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate. 

 

     Prayer Concern Cards are in the pews.  If you have a specific prayer concern, please 

complete a card and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Concerns are 

forwarded to members of the Prayer Ministry Team and pastoral staff. 

 

Hospitalization 
     If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office (561-276-6338).  

Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will not notify us. 

 

Special Prayer List as of September 18
th

  
     Please keep our members and friends in your thoughts and prayers this week. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Why We Do What We Do … In Worship: 

 
The Doxology 
 This is a general term for a statement of praise.  The doxology is an appropriate way to 

conclude any prayer, since it names the One to Whom we pray:  the Triune God.  Historically, 

the “doxology” became the title for the specific doxology used at the end of the communion 

prayer.  The doxology that we in this congregation use during worship, “Praise God from Whom 

all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, Ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!  Amen.”, has been used for many years as a response to the 

collection of the offering.  This is done while the gifts are being carried to the front of the 

sanctuary.  After all, we give our offerings as an expression of praise to God.  However, this 

song also stands as a remnant of an older tradition when the bread and wine were brought forth 

during communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 

The Struggle to Doubt 

 

READ: Jeremiah 10:23 (Common English Bible) 

 

“I know, Lord, that our lives are not our own, that we’re not able to direct our paths.” 

 

REFLECT: 

 

My earliest memory of doubting God was as a young child. I received as a birthday gift a beautiful, 

leather-bound Bible. I had graduated from a children’s Bible to a “real” Bible that was a joy to hold 

in my hand – the rich, supple, black leather with a genuine silk bookmark attached in the binding. 

The elegant pages were gilded with gold and the absence of pictures was, for me, the mark of a 

mature Bible. Continually, my brother, Wayne, and I heard from our parents that God’s strength was 

their strength for daily living. Accepting my parents’ faith as my own did not require any intentional 

decision from me. My belief in God was more organic, as I believe is true for most children living in 

a Christian home. Belief was a natural part of life – a life wrapped in demonstrations of trust in a 

loving God by parents who, for the most part, were happy. God was spoken of as a powerful force 

that has, in Jesus Christ, intruded our lives with powerful love and care. 

 

Then, one evening my parents came home with a puppy – a collie. Until he was housebroken, the 

puppy would be kept in a large cardboard box during the night. Even now I wonder if portable, home 

kennels were available in the late sixties. If they were available, why did we settle for a cardboard 

box? None-the-less, the cardboard box proved to be a poor choice during the first night. The new 

addition to our family tipped over the box and had a delightful romp of the house. And, as any dog 

owner knows, puppies love to chew. That night, the chew toy of choice was my new, leather bound 

Bible. I was devastated. More, I experienced doubt in the existence of an all-powerful God. 

Certainly, if God was real, God would have protected God’s Holy Word to us from being consumed 

by a puppy! Everything my parents had built their life on seemed to be crumbling. 

 

Yet, my first round with the experience of doubt in God quickly became a struggle. My parents’ faith 

remained unshaken. More, my father – a layperson – began taking me with him as he visited 

members of the church, members experiencing devastating loss of one kind or another, to read 

scripture to them, and pray with them, and love them. Even as a child – or because I was a child – I 

could clearly see hope returning in their eyes. Something greater than my father’s presence and 

spoken words was happening in each home we visited. I had no answer to why God would allow a 

mere puppy to feast on God’s beautifully bound word. But God kept showing-up in my parents’ life 

and the lives of those they loved in the name of Jesus Christ. I remained angry for longer than I 

should have about that chewed Bible. But doubting God became a burdensome struggle.  

 

Thoughtful people today are pondering the significance of what is happening across the world. Time-

honored political alliances are crumbling, terrorist organizations are multiplying, and the threat of 

nuclear war is once again disturbing our hopes for peace. Faith in God is now being asked to do some 

heavy-lifting. An increasing number of people now look at the appalling amount of evil in the world 

and question how such things can be reconciled with the existence of a loving God. Perhaps the 

prophet Jeremiah has something of value to add to this conundrum: “I know, Lord, that our lives are 

not our own, that we’re not able to direct our paths.” Simply, we are not in charge. We may have 

certain expectations of how God should be at work in the world, like preventing puppies from 

making a chew-toy out of a leather Bible, but that is not ours to direct. God was God before us, is 

God now, and will be God tomorrow. So, it becomes a matter of where we direct our focus. Direct 

your gaze toward all the evil, and hurt, and destruction in the world, and doubt wells-up. Direct your 

gaze upon the eyes of those who are loved by Christians, in the midst of difficulties, and doubt 

struggles. 



  

 

RESPOND: 

 

1. How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What insight can you apply to your life this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or 

prayer to pray? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY: 

 

Holy God, I am not capable of understanding your work in the world. But you have 

demonstrated your love for me in the cross of Jesus Christ. May this be enough for me. Amen. 

 

 
 



  

This Week: September 23
rd

 through September 27
th

  

Sunday, September 23
rd

     

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Nursery Care – Nursery 

9:30 a.m.   Chancel Choir – Choir Room 

10 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary  

10 a.m.    Bible Bunch Sunday School – Bible Bunch Room 

10 a.m. Sunday School (1
st
 – 5

th
 grades) – Sunday School Room  

11 a.m.  Fellowship Hour – Narthex 

11 a.m.  Mission Outreach Pajama and Book Sorting – Fellowship Hall 

6 p.m. Youth Group – Youth Room 

Tuesday, September 25
th

  

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10:30 a.m.   Staff Meeting – Dr. Hood’s Study 

Wednesday, September 26
th

  

3 p.m.    Prayer Ministry Team – Meeting Room 

Thursday, September 27
th

  

8:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship – Meeting Room 

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10 a.m.    Thursday Morning Small Group – Meeting Room 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


