
  

Sunday Worship  

July 21, 2019 
 

We welcome you to worship.  
 

Inspirational Thought For The Week 

“Real faith…leads us to deeper reflections and not – not ever –  

to the thing we as humans so very much want…Easy certainty.” 

(Rev. Jim Wallis) 
 

Prelude                                                      “Invocation”                                              Richard Ross 
 

Introit                                                 Piano Improvisation 
 

Welcome 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 22:25, 26b)                                                                           Responsively 

Leader: “I offer praise in the great congregation because of you; 

Congregation: I will fulfill my promises in the presence of those who honor God. 
Leader:  Let all those who are suffering eat and be full! 

Congregation: Let all who seek the Lord praise him!” 
 

*Hymn of Praise No. 442            “The Church’s One Foundation”                                     Aurelia 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

First Scripture Reading (p. 1220)                                                                             Mark 4:35-41 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession 

     Loving and forgiving God, in your presence we confess our shortcomings and our offenses 

against you.  You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in 

wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.  Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and 

sorry for all we have done to displease you.  Forgive our sins and help us to live and walk in your 

ways.  We ask these things in the name of your son. … 
 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

*Gloria Patri 

     “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.” 

 

Minute for Summer Salad Social and Backpack Sunday                                         Grace Hood 
 

Time with the Children  
Gathering Song

1
: “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” 

“This is the day, this is the day, 

That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made.” 
 

 

 
 



  

Going Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so.” 
 

Children 3-years-old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 5 are excused for Sunday School (Sunday School Rm) 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
     “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 
 

The Ministry of The Church  
(Please sign and pass the red friendship book.) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 
 

Offertory Anthem
2
                      “And The Father Will Dance”                                 Mark Hayes 

 

“And the father will dance over you in joy! 

He will take delight in whom he loves. 

Is that a choir I hear singing the praises of God? 

No, the Lord God himself is exulting o’er you in song! 

 

My soul will make its boast in God, 

For he has answered all my cries. 

His faithfulness to me is as sure as the dawn of a new day. 

Awake my soul! 

Awake my soul and sing!  

Let my spirit rejoice, 

Let my spirit rejoice, 

Let my spirit rejoice, 

in God! 

 

Sing, O daughter of Zion, with all of your heart! 

Cast away fear for you have been restored! 

Put on the garment of praise as on a festival day. 

Join with the Father in glorious, jubilant song. 

And he will joy over you in song. 

And the Father will dance over you in joy! 

he will take delight in whom he loves! 

Is that a choir I hear singing the praises of God? 

No the Lord God himself is exulting o’er you in song! 

God rejoices over you. 

God rejoices over you in song!” 
 

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!  Amen.” 
 

 



  

* Unison Affirmation of Faith                                                                                   Psalm 37:2-6 

     Because they will fade fast, like grass; they will wither like green vegetables. Trust the Lord 

and do good; live in the land, and farm faithfulness. Enjoy the Lord, and he will give what your 

heart asks. Commit your way to the Lord! Trust him! He will act and will make your 

righteousness shine like the dawn, your justice like high noon. 
 

Special Music                                        “The Holy City”                                         Stephen Adams 

Robyn Lamp, Soprano 
 

Second Scripture Reading (p. 680)                                                                                  Psalm 23 
 

Message                                            “The Search for Serenity”                                        Dr. Hood 
 

*Hymn of Dedication No. 276        “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                 Faithfulness 
 

*Benediction  
 

*Postlude                                           “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                              arr., Don Husted 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if able. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

     The Church Bell is rung in loving memory of William (1914–1990), and Lucie (1920–2000) 

Burt. Prior to Sunday morning worship, the bell from our original Sanctuary is rung in memory 

of those interred in our Memorial Garden.  Let us pause to give thanks for all who have gone 

before us, who rest in the peace of God, thanking God for the Christian witness of their lives. 
 

     The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by Piper, Parker, Kendall, and 

baby Reid, and all the Mays family, in loving memory of their great Pop-Pop, Joe W. Mays, Sr. 
 

Our Condolences  
     are extended to the family of W. Montfort (Monty) Helm, upon his death on July 15, 2019.  A 

memorial service will be held in our Sanctuary this Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 1 p.m. 
 

     Our thoughts and prayers are with all those who have recently lost loved ones. 
 

Gift to 
     Remembrance Fund from David and Lucille Fannin, in loving memory of Jo Garnett. 

Meet Our Soloists  
 

     Soprano Robyn Marie Lamp’s performances are earning her recognition in a variety of 

roles. One reviewer described her voice as “robust, easily produced, golden but warm rather than 

metallic.” In the summer of 2017, she sang the role of Adele, and covered Metropolitan Opera 

soprano Angela Meade’s Imogene, in Bellini’s rarely heard Il pirata at Caramoor’s Music 

Festival. Of her Adele, one reviewer wrote, “I was especially impressed by every phrase sung by 

Robyn Marie Lamp as Imogene’s confidante. I’d love to hear how she’d surge through a bel 

canto cavatina. Keep your ears peeled.”  In the 2019 - 2020 season, Ms. Lamp will appear as 

Clotilde, and will also cover the title role, in Bellini’s Norma with Boston Lyric Opera; sing the 

title role in Puccini’s Suor Angelica South Florida’s Opera Fusion; and be the soprano soloist in 

Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony with the South Florida Symphony Orchestra. 

   

     She has appeared as a Sarasota Opera Young Artist, covering Nedda in Pagliacci; performing 

scenes as Elettra in Mozart’s Idomeneo, and Natalia Petrovna in Hoiby’s A Month in the 

Country. In addition to her affinity for Bel Canto roles, Ms. Lamp has demonstrated her ability to 

successfully sing the most demanding roles in Mozart operas, and has portrayed Donna Elvira, 

Don Giovanni; Fiordiligi, Cosi fan tutte; the First Lady, Die Zauberflöte; Susanna, Le Nozze di 

Figaro; and soprano soloist in Vesperae solennes de confessore.               



  

     Ms. Lamp has also performed a large variety of oratorios including: Händel’s Messiah; 

Barber’s  Knoxville: Summer of 1915; Brahms’ Ein Deutsches Requiem; Haydn’s St. Nicolai and 

Lord Nelson Masses; Fauré’s Requiem; Vivaldi’s Gloria; Rossini’s Stabat Mater and Petite 

Messe Solennelle; and Seely’s Brave Souls & Dreamers. 

 

     Ms. Lamp holds a Master of Music degree from Louisiana State University, and a Bachelor of 

Music from Florida Atlantic University.  
 

     Today Robyn will sing “The Holy City,” a familiar classic that is well-suited to her large and 

expressive, lyric soprano voice.  
 

Take Note 
     Capital Campaign Update: “Pledges” reached the goal of $3.5 million in July 2018.  Those 

who pledged made great strides in fulfilling those and we are now within $100,000 from 

“collecting” all of it.  If you have made a pledge and are able to finish off your fulfillment of 

such pledge, it will put us at our goal of full collection.  Thank you again to all those who 

volunteered and committed financial resources to this tremendous project! 
 

     Next Sunday, July 28
th

, following the worship service, you are invited to join us for a 

Summer Salad Social Potluck.  There is no cost to attend this event, however you are invited to 

sign up to bring your favorite summer salad or dessert.  Reservations are encouraged for 

planning purposes and can be made on the website under Upcoming Events, in the Narthex, or by 

calling the church office (561-276-6338). 
 

     Next Sunday, July 28
th

, we will be collecting the “Pennies from Heaven” Offering.  Don’t 

forget to bring your 5 cents per meal per person in your household to church so that we can help 

feed deserving hungry people. 
 

    Summer is half over!  School supplies are on sale everywhere! Public schools return on 

August 12
th

.  Teachers start August 5
th

. Next Sunday, July 28
th

 we will be having a very special 

time in worship as we do a  blessing of school backpacks.  Everyone who will be heading off to 

school is invited to bring their school backpacks … with all the wonderful supplies … to 

worship.  There will be a time in the service for everyone to bring their backpacks to the front for 

a blessing.  Everyone is included: Preschool, Elementary School, Middle School, High School, 

and College.  We want to include everyone who is presently or has been involved in education in 

any way. As you load up the shopping carts with glue and pencils, remember to come on July 

28
th

 for a special blessing to get the school year off to a wonderful start! 
 

     We are pleased to announce that we will be sailing aboard AMA Waterways on Melodies of 

the Danube for 10 nights including 3 nights in Prague.  The AMA Serena will embark October 

23, 2020 on this 85 cabin vessel. Dr. Hood will be teaching, Understanding How God Changes 

Lives.  Please contact Robert Paris (561-276-6338) for further information. A detailed flyer is in 

the Narthex. Book by July 31
st
 and save $500 per person on cruise fare. 

 

Connect with First Presbyterian Church 
     Please join us in the Narthex following the service for Fellowship Hour, our time of 

fellowship. 
 

     Free Wi-Fi is available on the church campus. Connect to the FPC-Guest or Fellowship Hall 

network. The password is fpcguest. 
 

     Read Doug Hood’s weekly meditation through our church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Resources.  Don’t forget to subscribe to his meditation so that you do not miss any of the 

postings. 

http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

     For those interested in taking notes during the worship service, a Sermon Notes Page is 

available by the west door. 
 

     If you are a member of the church and need a blue First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

parking sticker, stop by the church office during the week. 
 

     Members who would like to receive email notification of members’ deaths and memorial 

services should contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com).   
 

     If you would like to receive your Spire Newsletter electronically, please email Nancy Fine 

(nancyfine@firstdelray.com), text FPCDELRAYBEACH to 22828 (message and data rates may 

apply), or complete the online form on our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Resources. 
 

Church Membership Directory 
     The Pictorial Church Membership Directory is available online for members of the church.  

Visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Connect for more information.  
 

Sunday Mornings 
     Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices during the worship service. 
 

     Closed Circuit TV is available for viewing the worship service in the Quiet Room. 
 

     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Tables in the Covered 

Patio for use during worship.   
 

     Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available from the Deacons. 
 

     Nursery Care for children from birth through Kindergarten is available from 9:30 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. in the Nursery. 
 

For Our Younger Worshippers 
     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Table in the Covered Patio 

for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the service.  
 

Sunday Children’s Programs 
     Bible Bunch Sunday School meets after the Children’s Time during the worship service.  

Children 3 years old through Kindergarten should follow the class leaders to the Bible Bunch 

Room. The class is led by Alice Barrett and Iva Branscombe. 
 

     Sunday School for Children in 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade, meets after the Children’s Time during 

the worship service.  They are using the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.  The class 

is led by Grace Hood and Liz Landes in the Sunday School Room. 
 

Weekly Education Programs 
     The Men’s Fellowship meets on Thursday at 8:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room. They are 

discussing the Nurture Faith from Sunday’s bulletin. For more information, contact Bruce 

Gimmy (561-276-6338).  
 

     The Women’s Discipleship Group meets on Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  

All women are invited to attend the study on Growing to be like Christ, Doing Life Together by 

Zondervan and Rick Warren.  
 

Young Adults 
     Young Adult gatherings will resume in September.  
 

 

mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

Bi-Monthly Educational Program 
     First and Last Bible Study is a bible study geared toward the working/studying crowd. They 

meet on the first and last Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room. The 

next Bible Study is next Wednesday, July 31
st
. For more information, contact Rev. Greg Rapier 

(gregrapier@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 13). 
 

 

Music 
     The Chancel Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. to prepare for the worship 

service in the Choir Room. Don Cannarozzi is available for those who may be shy about 

becoming part of this ministry. You can speak with him after the service, or contact him 

(dcannaro@hotmail.com) for more information.  
 

Holly House 
     Holly House Workshops for women meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:30 

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Holly House.  If you enjoy crafting, sewing, needlework, jewelry 

making, floral design, or making items for the coastal home, you are invited to bring a friend, 

enjoy the camaraderie, and make products to be sold at the Holiday Gift Shoppe.  For more 

information, contact Cindy Pemberton (561-276-6338). 
 

Financial Considerations 
     There is a very convenient way to donate online to First Presbyterian Church of Delray 

Beach through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange which is part of the 200+ year old 

Presbyterian Foundation and transfers your donation promptly.  Visit the church website 

(www.firstdelray.com) under Give for more information. 
 

     On December 18, 2015, the President signed legislation indefinitely extending the charitable 

IRA rollover provision enabling IRA owners ages 70½ or older to make a direct, tax-free 

transfer to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach or the charity of their choice.  Certain 

limitations apply so consult your tax adviser. 
 

Membership 
     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you on Sunday, 

August 4
th

 in the Covered Patio immediately following the worship service.  In order to join, 

no reservations or classes are required for those who have been previously baptized. 
 

     Invite a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, or business associate to worship with 

us.  Share your faith and love for Christ’s Church with others. 
 

Pennies from Heaven 
     Help us support the battle against hunger and poverty at home and away through our Pennies 

from Heaven Offering.  Collect 5 cents per family member per meal each day.  All monies 

collected are donated on a quarterly basis to local, regional, and national food programs.  We 

collected $323.73 from the June Offering.  Since September 2012, we have collected 

$40,803.43.  Our next collection is next Sunday, July 28
th

. 
 

Hospitalization 
     If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office (561-276-6338).  

Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will not notify us. 
 

 

 

http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

 
Ambition 

 

READ: Mark 10:44,45 (Common English Bible) 

 

“Whoever wants to be first among you will be the slave of all, for the human One didn’t come to 

be served but rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many people.” 

 

REFLECT: 

 

Ambition – that restless impulse that continually sets our eyes on more opportunity, more status, 

and more position – has been common from generation to generation. The love of self and the 

desire that others notice us is deep-seated in human nature. It may be one of the most elemental 

and voracious of all human appetites. Even among Jesus’ disciples we see the tightening grip of 

ambition upon the human psyche, James and John asking Jesus that he grant that they be allowed 

to sit, one on his right hand and the other on his left. It is careful choreography, competing for 

prestige and honor as though someone silently request another for a nomination for the Nobel 

Peace Prize.  It would be difficult to find a man or woman who hasn’t given yield to the desire 

for more. 

 

The impulse itself is neither good nor bad. The question is one of intention; is personal ambition 

driven by the desire for greater contribution or self-elevation? The young woman who works 

hard on a law degree so she may be useful to under-resourced people in the community has 

channeled her heart, energy, and intellect for the sake of others. Doctors Without Boarders is 

staffed with medical doctors who are driven to respond quickly to medical humanitarian 

emergencies without any thought of personal enrichment. Jesus speaks to a wider and deeper 

motive of positive contribution in the parable of the talents: those who sought to increase the 

value of what they have for the sake of someone else pleases God. Those who are handicapped 

by concern for their own welfare will lose everything. 

 

The disciples James and John were ambitious for the wrong reason. They were caught in the 

primitive craving to be seen, respected, and revered regardless of their fitness for the role they 

requested. They sought to look around and ask, “Who is bigger?” “Who is honored?” “Who has 

more?” Contribution seems to be absent in their desire to sit on either side of Jesus in God’s 

Kingdom. There is a convulsive struggle that their personal hunger for importance be satisfied. 

The problem is a moral one. The pursuit of it corrupts character. The Bible grapples with it on 

nearly every page. And Jesus had a great deal to say about it.  

 

Observe Jesus’ reply to the disciples, “Whoever wants to be first among you will be slave of all.” 

What a reversal of how ambition is understood! Here is a philosophy of life that has personal 

stature built upon the foundation of humility and contribution. For Jesus, nobody can be great 

until his or her life is driven by service to another. The highest ambition is not in jockeying for 

position in the social sphere; the highest ambition is achieved through saying “no” to self for the 

sake of someone else. Jesus wants the disciples to understand that what ultimately redeems life 

and provides the deepest meaning is not located in being recognized, served, and honored but 

contributing to the common good. It is a way of life that redeems from pettiness and offers 

something more enduring than selfish power.  



  

RESPOND: 

 

1. How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What insight can you apply to your life this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or 

prayer to pray? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY: 

 

Forgive my silly ambitions and equip me for greater service to others.  In Jesus name I ask.  

Amen. 

 



  

Prayer Ministry Team 
     The Prayer Ministry Team is taking a summer break. However, prayer requests that come 

through our worship services or through the church office are still distributed by the church 

office to the prayer ministry team for individual prayer.  Each request is treated with respect, 

confidentiality, and caring.  You are invited to join this team by calling Sharon Koch (561-276-

6338). 
 

     Prayer Concern Cards are in the pews.  If you have a specific prayer concern, please 

complete a card and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Concerns are 

forwarded to members of the Prayer Ministry Team and pastoral staff. 
 

 

Special Prayer List as of July 16
th

 
 
 

     Please keep our members and friends in your thoughts and prayers this week. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This Week: July 21
st
 through July 25

th
 

Sunday, July 21
st
   

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Nursery Care – Nursery 

9:30 a.m.   Chancel Choir – Choir Room 

10 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary 

10 a.m.    Bible Bunch Sunday School – Bible Bunch Room 

10 a.m.    Sunday School (1
st
 – 5

th
 grades) – Sunday School Room 

11 a.m.    Fellowship Hour – Fellowship Hall 

11 a.m.    Fellowship Team Meeting – Conference Room 

Tuesday, July 23
rd

    

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10:30 a.m.   Staff Meeting – Dr. Hood’s Study 

5:30 p.m.   Trustee Meeting – Dr. Hood’s Study 

Thursday, July 25
th 

8:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship – Meeting Room 

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10 a.m.    Women’s Discipleship Group – Meeting Room 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1Words: Psalm 118:24; adapt by Les Garrett, 1967; Music: Les Garrett, © 1967, 1980 Scripture in Song.  All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE 

LICENSE #A729972. 
2Copyright © 1983 by Hinshaw Music, Inc. P.O. Box 470, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514. International Copyright Secured. All rights reserved. All 

rights reserved. Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A729972. 

 


