
  

Sunday Worship 

May 27, 2018 

 

We welcome you to worship.  

 

Meditation in Preparation for Worship  

“The greatest gift of prayer is a deeper relationship with God.” 

 

Prelude                                      “Chant de Paix” (Song of Peace)                              Jean Langlais 

 

Introit                                                   “Lift Every Voice”                            J. Rosamond Johnson 

 

Welcome 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Call to Worship (Psalm 95:1-2)                                                                                  Responsively 

Leader:  “Come, let’s sing out loud to the Lord! 

Congregation: Let’s raise a joyful shout to the rock of our salvation! 

Leader:  Let’s come before him with thanks! 

Congregation: Let’s shout songs of joy to him! 

 

*Hymn of Praise No. 482                                                                                      Lobe den Herren 

“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

 

*Opening Prayer 

 

First Scripture Reading (p. 1175)                                                                          Matthew 6:7-13 
 

Prayer of Confession 

     Merciful God, we come to you asking for your forgiveness.  We have wandered away from 

you far too often.  You have asked us to be faithful but too often we have put limitations on our 

faithfulness.  Forgive us for our shortcomings.  Cleanse our minds and purify our souls.  Help us 

to be your loyal people and faithful disciples in our Lord Jesus Christ.  We ask these things in his 

name. … 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

 

*Gloria Patri 

     “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, As it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.  Amen.” 

 

Time with the Children  

Gathering Song: “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” 

“This is the day, this is the day, 

That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice 

And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made.” 



  

Going Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so.” 

 
Children 3-years-old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 5 are excused for Sunday School (Sunday School Room) 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
     “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 

 

The Ministry of The Church  
(Please sign and pass the red friendship book.) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 

 

Offertory Anthem                          “With a Voice of Singing”                                   Martin Shaw 

 

“With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. 

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.  

The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands, 

O sing praises to the honor of his name, make his praise to be glorious.” 

 

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!  Amen.” 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                        Colossians 3:12-15 

     Therefore, as God’s choice, holy and loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness, and patience. Be tolerant with each other and, if someone has a complaint against 

anyone, forgive each other. As the Lord forgave you, so also forgive each other. And over all 

these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. The peace of Christ must control 

your hearts—a peace into which you were called in one body. And be thankful people. 

 

Special Music                                                                                                      arr., Sharon Cheek 

“Oh, Beautiful” 

Vinny Mutarelli, Handbell soloist 

 

Second Scripture Reading (p. 1341)                                                                          Acts 12:1-17 

 

Message                                              “Does Prayer Work?”                                             Dr. Hood 

 

*Hymn of Dedication No. 210                                                                                           St. Anne 

“Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 

*Benediction  



  

*Postlude                      “Concert Variations on The Star-Spangled Banner”               Dudley Buck 

V. Fughetta & Finale 

 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if you are able. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

     The Church Bell is rung in loving memory of Dora Deane (1904 – 1987). Prior to Sunday 

morning worship, the bell from our original Sanctuary is rung in memory of those interred in our 

Memorial Garden.  Let us pause to give thanks for all who have gone before us, who rest in the 

peace of God, thanking God for the Christian witness of their lives. 

 

     The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by Nancy Graham and Sally 

Bush, in loving memory of their mother, Eleanor Wheeler. 

 

Greeting You 
     East Door – Paul Bortz. 

 

Take Note 
     We are only .6% shy from our $3.5 million Capital Campaign Goal; just $19,912 away, 

having funds committed of $3,480,088 to the project.  A big thank you to our members and 

friends who have made a Capital Campaign commitment.  If you have already pledged, please 

consider increasing your pledge slightly, if you are able, to help us over the finish line.  Capital 

Campaign commitment cards are available in the pews.  You may place these in the offering 

plate, mail them to the church office or call Christine Davis in the financial office (561-276-

6338, ext. 16), and make a verbal commitment by phone. If your pledge was made on the basis 

of a 3 year payment plan, and you are able to accelerate the giving sooner, that will help lower 

our interest expense for our temporary construction loan.  Thank you for your help to get us over 

the finish line. 

 

     Today, Sunday, May 27
th

, we will be collecting the “Pennies from Heaven” Offering.  

Following the service, don’t forget to put your 5 cents per meal per person in your household in 

one of the cans at the exit doors or in the caldron on the Chancel so that we can help feed hungry 

people.  Your donation may be in the form of coins, paper bills, or checks. 

 

     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you next Sunday, 

June 3
rd

 in the Covered Patio immediately following the worship service.  In order to join, no 

reservations or classes are required for those who have been previously baptized. 

 

 



  

     Vacation Bible School is coming in June!  Start your summer with some faith and fun.  

Children ages three (by June 1
st
) through completed 5

th
 grade are invited to attend the week of 

June 11
th

 through June 15
th

 from 9 a.m. to noon.  Register now in the Narthex or on our 

website (www.firstdelray.com). Questions? Contact Grace Hood (561-276-6338, ext. 17 or 

gracehood@firstdelray.com).  Youth and Adult Volunteers are still needed. 

 

     Join Doug and Grace Hood and Michael and Page Brown for a Bible Land 

Exploration from November 13 to November 22, 2019.  This trip to Israel will expand our 

knowledge of the Bible and this sacred land.  A journey following in the footsteps of Jesus will 

change the way you read the Bible, and you will learn why scholars refer to it as the “Fifth 

Gospel”.  Brochures and registration forms are available on the Welcome Center in the Narthex. 

 

    If you are returning to your northern address, please contact Nancy Fine (561-276-6338, 

ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.com) so that we can change our records to ensure that you 

receive your mailings over the summer months. 

 

For Our Younger Worshippers  
     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Table in the Covered Patio 

for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the service. 

 

Our Ministry Develops Through 

 

                
 

Free New Testament Bibles 
     First Presbyterian Church is a point of distribution of God’s word in the New Testament at 

no cost to anyone who would like a copy.  If you have not previously picked up a copy in the 

Narthex, you may do so this morning.  If you know of people who would appreciate receiving a 

copy, please take copies to them.  Join with your church in distributing God’s word throughout 

our communities in Palm Beach County. 

 

Connect with First Presbyterian Church 
     Please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Narthex, our time of fellowship, following the 

worship service. 

 

     Read Doug Hood’s weekly meditation through our church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Resources.  Don’t forget to subscribe to his meditation so that you do not miss any of the 

postings. 

 

     Following the worship service, feel free to pick up a copy of Doug Hood’s Heart and Soul, 

volume 2 in the Narthex.   

 

     For those interested in taking notes during the worship service, a Sermon Notes Page is 

available in the Narthex. 

 

     Follow us on Twitter at @FPCDelrayBeach or tweet #FPCDBWORSHIP. 

 

http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

     If you are a member of the church and need a blue First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

parking sticker, please contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 

10) or stop by the church office during the week. 

 

     Members who would like to receive email notification of members’ deaths and memorial 

services should contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com).  You will only be informed if 

the family has approved public notification. 

 

     If you would like to receive your Spire Newsletter electronically, please email Nancy Fine 

(nancyfine@firstdelray.com), text FPCDELRAYBEACH to 22828 (message and data rates may 

apply), or complete the online form on our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Resources. 

 

Sunday Mornings 
     Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices during the worship service. 

 

     Closed Circuit TV is available for viewing the worship service in the Quiet Room. 

 

     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Tables in the Covered 

Patio for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the 

service. 

 

     Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available from the Deacons. 

 

     Nursery Care for children from birth to Kindergarten is available from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 

a.m. in the Nursery. 

 

     Please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Narthex, our time of fellowship, following the 

worship service. 

 

Sunday Children’s Programs 
     Bible Bunch Sunday School meets after the Children’s Time during the worship service.  

Children 3 years old through Kindergarten should follow the class leaders to the Bible Bunch 

Room.  

 

     Sunday School for Children in 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade, meets after the Children’s Time during 

the worship service.  They are using the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.  They 

have access to activities to do at home via online resources with a downloadable e-book for 

iBooks and Kindle.  The class is led by Grace Hood in the Sunday School Room.  

 

Youth Fellowship 
     The Youth Mission Trip will be from June 23

rd
 to 29

th
. They are going to Mobile, Alabama 

and working with the Government Street Presbyterian Church at some community outreach 

programs.  This is for completed 6
th

 graders through graduating seniors. Space is limited. For 

more information, contact Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 17).   

 

     The Montreat Youth conference is July 21
st
 to 28

th
 for incoming 9

th
 graders through 

graduating seniors in high school. The cost is $400 per person.  If you are interested contact 

Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 17).   Scholarships are 

available.   

 

mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

Weekly Education Programs 
     If you are just starting to think about who you are in relationship with God or you want to 

enrich your spiritual journey, join the Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 a.m. in the Youth 

Room for discussion and fellowship.  They are using the video study, “Reading Biblical 

Literature: Genesis to Revelation”, by Professor Craig Koester.  The Bible has shaped thousands 

of years of faith, art, and human history.  Yet, we rarely engage with the Bible as a collection of 

unique narratives that were later united into the Old and New Testaments.  Dr. Koester 

transforms these ancient texts into a learning experience that is equal parts educational and 

entertaining.  All women are welcome.  For more information, contact Linda Prior (561-330-

0245). There will be no Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study tomorrow, Monday, May 

28
th

 due to Memorial Day. 

 

    All are invited to the Thursday Morning Small Group at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  

They will meet throughout the summer, reviewing Dr. Hood’s Nurture Faith from the previous 

Sunday.  Come and join them.   

 

Music 
     The Chancel Choir rehearses in the Choir Room on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. to 

prepare for the worship service.  If you would like to sing in the choir, you are invited to come 

and add your voice.  

 

     We will have two opportunities for handbell ringing this summer, running from June 7
th

 

through July 5
th

 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Bell Room. 

          Beginning Handbells – This class is for people who are curious about bell ringing but 

have no experience.  Ability to read music is not a pre-requisite.  No performance is planned, but 

one could be added at the end if participants are interested and ready. 

          Summer Handbell Ensemble – This group is for experienced ringers who welcome the 

opportunity to continue ringing during the summer.  In past years it has been a smaller group 

playing more challenging repertoire, and including ringers from neighboring congregations.  

     If you are interested in either of these opportunities, please contact Jim Poch (561-276-6338, 

ext. 24 or Jimpoch@firstdelray.com) to discuss your interest and availability. 

 

Holly House 
     Holly House Workshops meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Holly House to work on beading, sewing, arts and crafts, floral design and 

knitting. Come join the camaraderie! 

 

     Looking for unique gifts and holiday décor? Come to the Holly House on Tuesday and 

Thursday morning from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and see our newest creations. For more 

information contact Cindy Pemberton (561-276-6338). 

 

Men’s Fellowship 
     Men’s Fellowship meets on Thursday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in the Coastal Room.  Bring a 

friend and enjoy the camaraderie.  They are discussing the devotional book Uncommon Life by 

Tony Dungy. For more information, contact Hume Rennick (561-276-6338) or Bruce Gimmy 

(561-276-6338).  

 

 

 

 



  

Employment Connections Ministry – Career Shepherds 
     The Employment Connections Ministry is here to help and support unemployed persons 

and those whose career paths no longer seem fulfilling to find a more rewarding career or 

employment. Seeking employment can be lonely and sometimes overwhelming.  Where to start? 

What goals to pursue? How to navigate? Career Shepherds are here to work with you on an 

individual basis to help you identify your strengths and talents, provide useful tools, and assist in 

guiding you throughout the process. We invite church members to join this exciting ministry by 

lending their expertise and availability to mentor or help for whatever time possible.  Contact 

Dick Story (561-276-6338) or Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 10) 

for more information. 

 

Church Membership Directory 
     The Pictorial Church Membership Directory is available online for members of the church.  

There are two ways to access the directory. You may visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Connect to request a password to access the membership directory to print or save to your 

computer.  Or, you may view the directory by visiting www.instantchurchdirectory.com or 

downloading the free Instant Church Directory Member’s App from the Apple Store, Google 

Play, or Amazon App Store.  In order to gain access to the online directory through Instant 

Church Directory, you must register your account using the email address on file with the 

church.  For issues with registering through Instant Church Directory, contact Nancy Fine (561-

276-6338, ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.com). 

 

Pennies from Heaven 
     Help First Presbyterian Church support the battle against hunger and poverty at home and 

away.  Pennies from Heaven is a simple act of thanksgiving for what we have received and a 

commitment to share with others.  Collect 5 cents per family member per meal each day.  At the 

end of each month, bring your money to church and we will collect your “Pennies from Heaven” 

during the worship service.  All monies collected are donated on a quarterly basis to local food 

programs as well as to regional and national hunger programs.  We collected $883.85 from the 

April Offering.  Since September 2012, we have collected $34,088.12.  Our next collection is 

today, Sunday, May 27
th

. 

 

Financial Considerations 
     There is a very convenient way to donate online to First Presbyterian Church of Delray 

Beach through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange which is part of the 200+ year old 

Presbyterian Foundation and transfers your donation promptly.  Visit the church website 

(www.firstdelray.com) under Give for more information and a link to our giving page. 

 

     Remember the Church When Estate Planning.  Our Endowment and Remembrance Funds 

are two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it your will, stocks, or as a 

named beneficiary to an insurance policy.  This financially wise method of stewardship helps 

ensure the long-term financial stability of the church and provides a planned means for the 

church to continue its role in the lives of our members and those to whom we reach out, in our 

community and beyond.  For more information on long-term giving, call the church office (561-

276-6338). 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nancyfine@firstdelray.com
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     On December 18, 2015, the President signed legislation indefinitely extending the charitable 

IRA rollover provision enabling IRA owners ages 70½ or older to make a direct, tax-free 

transfer to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach or the charity of their choice.  Certain 

limitations apply so please consult your tax adviser. 

 

Membership 
     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you next Sunday, 

June 3
rd

 in the Covered Patio immediately following the worship service.  In order to join, no 

reservations or classes are required for those who have been previously baptized. 

 

     Invite a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, or business associate to worship with 

us.  Share your faith and love for Christ’s Church with others. 

 

     If you are a guest visiting us, we invite you to participate in all of our worship services and 

activities. 

 

Partners in Prayer 
     You are invited to participate in a six-week ministry of prayer called Partners in Prayer for 

First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach Leaders. This six-week ministry does not require 

attendance at any meetings. Participants receive a resource packet with the names of six church 

leaders. Simply, the ministry is a commitment to pray each day for one week for the same 

person. Each week for six weeks you will pray for a different church leader. At the beginning of 

each week you will write an encouraging note to that leader indicating that you are praying for 

him or her. Contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 10) for a 

resource packet with all the details including sample notes, messages and prayers.  

 

Prayer Ministry Team 
     The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Meeting Room to pray 

together for all those who request prayers.  This includes concerns, thanksgiving, and praise.  

Each request is treated with respect, confidentiality, and caring.  If a request includes a name and 

address, a card will be sent to confirm the group is praying for those concerns.  You are invited 

to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (561-276-6338).  She will be 

happy to provide additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate. This 

Wednesday, May 30
th

, will be the last meeting before the summer break. 
 

     Prayer Concern Cards are in the pews.  If you have a specific prayer concern, please 

complete a card and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Concerns are 

forwarded to members of the Prayer Ministry Team and pastoral staff. 

 

Hospitalization 
     If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office (561-276-6338).  

Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will not notify us. 

 

Special Prayer List as of May 22
nd

  
     Please keep our members and friends in your thoughts and prayers this week. 



  

 
God’s Purpose. God’s Call. God’s Power 

 

READ: Isaiah 55:11 (Common English Bible) 

 

“…so is my word that comes from my mouth; it does not return to me empty. Instead, it does 

what I want, and accomplishes what I intend.” 

 

REFLECT: 

 

Reading the Bible, with a fresh and alert mind, impacts and stirs the reader in extraordinary and 

often unanticipated ways. Because the printed words belong to a real, present, and active God, 

the words are used imaginatively and purposefully, in a tailored fashion, for each individual 

reader. Reading the Bible is never a solo activity. God, in the Holy Spirit, is always present, 

accomplishing a purposeful work in the mind and heart of the individual who comes expectant to 

experience something new. When the mind is dull and expects little from reading the Bible, this 

dynamic and amazing power is absent. In my own engagement with the Bible each morning, I 

experience three reoccurring themes. 

 

First, the Bible reveals the purposefulness of God. Perhaps in no other place in scripture is this 

more clearly and directly presented than in the twelfth chapter of Genesis, verses 1-3: God 

promises to bless Abraham. But, with penetrating clarity, this blessing is ultimately for the 

purpose of blessing all of humanity. A blessing to all people, of all nations, is the bottom line of 

God’s promise to Abraham. God’s unfolding purpose may be too vast and, at times, 

imperceptible, to be grasped this side of the grave, but, at least, we are assured by the Bible that 

the world has been delivered from meaninglessness. With this knowledge, we can live quietly 

and confidently, trusting the care of the future to God. 

 

Second, the Bible reveals God’s call upon each person. Assuming a robust theological posture, 

the Apostle Paul declares in Ephesians 2:10 that we were, “…created in Christ Jesus to do good 

things. God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives.” Candidly, Paul 

corrects the notion that followers of Jesus Christ are to participate, here and there, in good work. 

No; good work, or doing good things, is to be our way of life. It is all part of God’s divine 

activity that our own lives be caught-up in the one grand purpose that God is continually 

unfolding in the world. Each person’s life is made integral to God’s resolve to gather the nations 

under the Lordship of his son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Third, the Bible reveals God’s power. God is not defeated. With panoramic vision, Paul captures 

the human condition in Romans 8: “Who will separate us from Christ’s love? Will we be 

separated by trouble, or distress, or harassment, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As 

it is written, we are being put to death all day long for your sake. We are treated like sheep for 

slaughter. But in all these things we win a sweeping victory through the one who loved us.” 

(Verses 35-37 CEB) Contrary to appearances, difficulties, hardships, and death will not defeat 

God and those who belong to God. Struggle will certainly manifest itself in every life. But at the 

end we will discover that our life has been guided and loved, and that disaster is over-ruled. 

More, we will find that nothing of value is lost.  



  

RESPOND: 

 

1. How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What insight can you apply to your life this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or 

prayers to pray? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY: 

 

God, make me alert to your purpose, you call upon me that I may be useful to you, and grant me 

a fresh encounter of your power at work in the world.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 



  

This Week: May 27
th

 through May 31
st
   

Sunday, May 27
th

   

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Nursery Care – Nursery 

9:30 a.m.   Chancel Choir – Choir Room 

10 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary  

10 a.m.    Bible Bunch Sunday School – Bible Bunch Room 

10 a.m. Sunday School (1
st
 – 5

th
 grades) – Sunday School Room  

11 a.m.    Fellowship Hour – Narthex  

Monday, May 28
th

   Church Office Closed Due to the Memorial Day Holiday 

Tuesday, May 29
th

   

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

Wednesday, May 30
th

 
 

3 p.m.    Prayer Ministry Team – Meeting Room 

Thursday, May 31
st
  

8:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship – Coastal Room 

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10 a.m.    Thursday Morning Small Group – Meeting Room 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 


