
  

 

Sunday Worship 

February 17, 2019 

We welcome you to worship.  
 

Meditation in Preparation for Worship  

“Success is not final, failure is not fatal: 

it is the courage to continue that counts.” 

(Winston Churchill) 
 

Prelude/ Introit                                                 Ludwig van Beethoven, arr. for piano, four hands 

“Andante” from Symphony #5 
 

Welcome 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 103:1-2)                                                                                Responsively 

Leader:  “Let my whole being bless the Lord! 

Congregation: Let everything inside me bless his holy name! 

Leader:  Let my whole being bless the Lord 

Congregation: And never forget all his good deeds.” 
 

*Hymn of Praise No. 485                 “To God Be the Glory”                        To God Be the Glory 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

Time with the Children (11 a.m.) 

Gathering Song: “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” 

“This is the day, this is the day, 

That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made.” 
 

Going Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so.” 
 

Children 3-years-old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 5 are excused for Sunday School (Sunday School Rm) 
 

The Ministry of The Church  
(Please sign and pass the red friendship book.) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 
 

Offertory Anthem                              “Great and Glorious”                           Franz Joseph Haydn 
 

“Great and glorious is the Lord in majesty.  

Glorious in power eternal, mighty and loving father. 

 Praise him for his greatness, for his exceeding greatness.  

Great and glorious, mighty in awful majesty. Let all extol him evermore. 



  

 

Praise ye the Lord, for it is good to sing praises unto our God.  

Glorious and mighty, loving father, glorious ever in majesty.   

Praise to thy name, thy holy name forevermore. 
 

God is nigh to all that call truly upon him.  

That call those who are bowed down.  

Great and glorious, mighty and loving father in power eternal. 
 

Great and glorious call upon him, mighty and loving, glorious ever in majesty.” 
 

First Scripture Reading (p. 57)                                                                               Genesis 45:1-8 
 

Special Music                                                                            Thomas Dorsey, arr. Jack Schrader 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

Fernando Gonzalez, baritone solo 
 

“Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, help me stand; 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near; 

When my life is almost gone, hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.” 
 

Second Scripture Reading (p. 1237)                                                            Mark 14:26-31, 66-72 
 

Message                                           “After You Have Failed”                                           Dr. Hood 
 

*Hymn of Dedication No. 210                                                                                           St. Anne 

“Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

*Benediction  
 

*Postlude                                              “To God Be the Glory”                                    arr. Don Hustad 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if able. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

     The Church Bell is rung in loving memory of Walter (1907-1985) and Ethel (1908-2004) 

Anderson. Prior to Sunday morning worship, the bell from our original Sanctuary is rung in 

memory of those in our Memorial Garden.  Let us pause to give thanks for all who have gone 

before us, who rest in the peace of God, thanking God for the Christian witness of their lives. 
 

     The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by Sid, Pat, and Eddie Breman, 

in loving memory of parents and grandparents, Edwin and Jeanne Papp. 
 

Music Notes 
     Our pianist today is my dear friend Thomas Bachtell. Tom and I met when we were still 

teenagers, and became roommates at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where we studied with the 

same piano professor. Tom now lives in Chicago and went on to become a well-known 

illustrator, with his work appearing on a weekly basis in The New Yorker and other publications. 

Tom has also managed to keep up with his piano studies, and frequently appears as a chamber 

musician in concerts throughout Chicago. 
 

 

 



  

 

Take Note 
     Stewardship 2019: Our thanks to members and friends of our congregation who have made 

their stewardship pledge for 2019.  Thus far, we have received 229 pledges, totaling $831,883. If 

you have not yet made your pledge for 2019 we encourage you to make it as soon as possible. 

Estimate of giving cards are available in the pews.  You may place these in the offering plate, 

mail them to the church office or call Christine Davis in the financial office (561-276-6338, ext. 

16), and make a verbal pledge by phone.  Please note that if you are currently using automated 

payments through your bank or credit card to make your pledge, we still need a completed 

pledge card from you.  Let us all be faithful to our calling as Disciples of Christ and support the 

work of Christ’s Church. 
 

     Capital Campaign pledges reach the goal of $3.5 million!  Exciting news that we achieved 

this in early July 2018 and we are less than $200,000 away from collecting all of it, as many 

made a pledge on the three year plan which ends later this year.  Our debt on this project is very 

low, and assuming the pledges come in as planned, we expect to be debt-free again as a church 

as soon as possible. If you have made a pledge and are able to finish off your fulfillment of such 

pledge, it will put us at our goal of full collection. 
 

     Home Town Sunday, February 17
th

, sponsored by the Fellowship Committee, is a day to 

celebrate our origins.  Join us between the services today, Sunday, in Fellowship Hall and the 

Courtyard, for this fellowship opportunity to connect with each other.  
 

     Next Sunday, February 24
th

, we will be collecting the “Pennies from Heaven” Offering.  

Don’t forget to bring your 5 cents per meal per person in your household to church so that we 

can help feed deserving hungry people. 
 

     February is one of two months during the year when we collect food staples for the 

Community Food Pantry.  Any canned products or boxes of non-perishable, unopened, 

unexpired products are needed.  Food may be left in the Narthex during the week or on Sunday 

mornings. 
 

     Join us on Wednesday, March 6
th

 for the Ash Wednesday Pancake Supper at 6 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall.  The cost for the dinner is $7 per adult, $5 per child, and $20 maximum per 

family.  Reservations may be made on our website under Upcoming Events, on the sign-up sheet 

in the Narthex, or by calling the church office (561-276-6338).  Following the dinner, join us for 

the Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  No reservations are required 

to attend the service. 
 

     The Deacons are hosting The Club Singers on Sunday, March 10
th

 at 3 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  This outstanding volunteer choral ensemble is a non-profit organization that gives 

back to the community. A free-will offering will be collected to benefit the Deacons’ Scholarship 

Fund.  Make sure to attend and bring a friend. 
 

     Stop by the Narthex and purchase Doug Hood’s new book Nurture Faith: Five Minutes to 

Strengthen Your Walk with Christ for $15.  This expanded edition of Heart & Soul: Volume 2 

contains 24% new material in a more compact design. 
 

     Our Sunday School and Bible Bunch have been growing steadily.  We are looking for an 

assistant to help the teachers.  This is an exciting opportunity for anyone who would like to 

share their love of God with the children of our church.  If you are interested, please contact 

Grace Hood (561-276-6338, ext. 17 or gracehood@firstdelray.com).  

 

 

 



  

 

For Our Younger Worshippers  
     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Table in the Covered Patio 

for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the service. 
 

Connect with First Presbyterian Church 
     Please join us between the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services today for Hometown 

Sunday in Fellowship Hall and the Courtyard, our time of fellowship. 
 

     Read Doug Hood’s weekly meditation through our church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Resources.  Don’t forget to subscribe to his meditation so that you do not miss any of the 

postings. 
 

     For those interested in taking notes during the worship service, a Sermon Notes Page is 

available by the west door. 
 

     If you are a member of the church and need a blue First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

parking sticker, stop by the church office during the week. 
 

     Members who would like to receive email notification of members’ deaths and memorial 

services should contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com).   
 

     If you would like to receive your Spire Newsletter electronically, please email Nancy Fine 

(nancyfine@firstdelray.com), text FPCDELRAYBEACH to 22828 (message and data rates may 

apply), or complete the online form on our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Resources. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
     Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices during the worship service. 
 

     Closed Circuit TV is available for viewing the worship service in the Quiet Room. 
 

     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Tables in the Covered 

Patio for use during worship.   
 

     Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available from the Deacons. 
 

     Nursery Care for children from birth through Kindergarten is available from 8:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. in the Nursery. 
 

Sunday Children’s Programs 
     Bible Bunch Sunday School meets after the Children’s Time during the 11 a.m. worship 

service.  Children 3 years old through Kindergarten should follow the class leaders to the Bible 

Bunch Room. The class is led by Alice Barrett and Iva Branscombe. 
 

     Sunday School for Children in 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade, meets after the Children’s Time during 

the 11 a.m. worship service.  They are using the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.  

The class is led by Grace Hood and Liz Landes in the Sunday School Room.  
 

Weekly Education Programs 
     The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Youth 

Room.  They are using the video study, “Reading Biblical Literature: Genesis to Revelation”, by 

Professor Craig Koester.  All women are welcome.  For more information, contact Linda Prior 

(561-276-6338).  
 

http://www.firstdelray.com/
mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

 

     Men’s Fellowship meets on Thursday at 8:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  They are 

discussing the Nurture Faith from Sunday’s bulletin. For more information, contact Bruce 

Gimmy (561-276-6338).  
 

     The Women’s Discipleship Group meets on Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  

All women are invited to attend the study on Growing to be like Christ, Doing Life Together by 

Zondervan and Rick Warren.  
 

Youth Group 
     Refuge Youth Group meets on Fridays from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Youth grades 6

th
 through 

12
th

 are invited to the Youth Room for faith, fellowship, and fun. A snack will be provided. 

Friends are always welcome! For more information, contact Greg Rapier (561-276-6338, ext. 13 

or gregrapier@firstdelray.com). 
 

     The Youth Mission Trip will be from June 23
rd

 to 28
th

. They will be going to Chicago and 

be working with the DOOR network to serve in a variety of outreach programs. This is for 

incoming 6
th

 graders through graduating seniors. The cost is $125 per student (need-based 

scholarships available). If you’re interested in attending, the deadline to communicate your 

intent is next Thursday, February 28
th

. For more information, contact Greg Rapier (561-276-

6338, ext. 13 or gregrapier@firstdelray.com).   
 

Young Adults 
     Join us for Show and Tell today, Sunday, February 17

th
 at noon in the Youth Room. For 

more information, contact Greg Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com  or 561-276-6338, ext. 13). 
 

Monthly Educational Program 
     The Monday Women’s Book Group meets on Monday, March 4

th
, at 12:30 p.m. in the 

Meeting Room.  All women are invited to attend the discussion on Little Fires Everywhere by 

Celeste Ng. Contact Martha Smith (561-276-6338) for more information. 
 

Music 
     The Chancel Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. to prepare for the worship 

service and on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the Choir Room.  Don Cannarozzi is 

available for those who may be a little shy about becoming part of this ministry. You can speak 

with him after service, or contact him (dcannaro@hotmail.com) for more information. 
 

     Westminster Ringers (for adults and high school youth) is on Thursdays in the Bell 

Room from 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. Contact Jim Poch (561-276-6338, ext. 24 or 

jimpoch@firstdelray.com) for more information.  
 

Financial Considerations 
     There is a very convenient way to donate online to First Presbyterian Church of Delray 

Beach through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange which is part of the 200+ year old 

Presbyterian Foundation and transfers your donation promptly.  Visit the church website 

(www.firstdelray.com) under Give for more information. 

 

     On December 18, 2015, the President signed legislation indefinitely extending the charitable 

IRA rollover provision enabling IRA owners ages 70½ or older to make a direct, tax-free 

transfer to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach or the charity of their choice.  Certain 

limitations apply so please consult your tax adviser. 

 

 

http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

 

     Remember the Church When Estate Planning.  Our Endowment and Remembrance Funds 

are two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it your will, stocks, or as a 

named beneficiary to an insurance policy.  This financially wise method of stewardship helps 

ensure the long-term financial stability of the church and provides a planned means for the 

church to continue its role in the lives of our members and those to whom we reach out, in our 

community and beyond.  For more information on long-term giving, call the church office (561-

276-6338). 
 

Membership 
     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you on Sunday, 

March 3
rd

 in the Covered Patio immediately following the 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. worship service.  

In order to join, no reservations or classes are required for those who have been previously 

baptized. 
 

     Invite a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, or business associate to worship with 

us.  Share your faith and love for Christ’s Church with others. 
 

Mission Opportunity 
     We are making Hygiene Kits for The Caring Kitchen.  If you have unopened travel size items 

that you would like to donate, please put them in the collection basket in the Narthex. 
 

Employment Connections Ministry – Career Shepherds 
    The Employment Connections Ministry assists individuals to get career guidance.  We 

invite all church members to join this ministry by lending their expertise and availability to 

mentor or help for whatever time they may have available. Contact Richard Story (561-276-

6338) or Nancy Fine (561-276-6338, ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.com) for more 

information. 
 

Church Membership Directory 
     The Pictorial Church Membership Directory is available online for members of the church.  

Visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Connect for more information.  
 

Prayer Ministry Team 
     The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room to pray 

together for all those who request prayers.  Each request is treated with respect, confidentiality, 

and caring.  You are invited to join this team by calling Sharon Koch (561-276-6338).   
 

     Prayer Concern Cards are in the pews.  If you have a specific prayer concern, please 

complete a card and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Concerns are 

forwarded to members of the Prayer Ministry Team and pastoral staff. 
 

Pennies from Heaven 
     Help us support the battle against hunger and poverty at home and away through our Pennies 

from Heaven Offering.  Collect 5 cents per family member per meal each day.  All monies 

collected are donated on a quarterly basis to local, regional, and national food programs.  We 

collected $652.39 from the January Offering.  Since September 2012, we have collected 

$37,214.06.  Our next collection is next Sunday, February 24
th

. 
 

Hospitalization 

     If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office (561-276-6338).  

Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will not notify us. 
 

mailto:nancyfine@firstdelray.com


  

 

 

 
 

 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 

 

READ: Matthew 16:13 (Common English Bible) 

 

“Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people 

say the Human One is?’” 

 

REFLECT: 

 

One of the great weaknesses of our spiritual life is the inadequacy of our concept of Jesus Christ. 

By any standard of measure, Jesus Christ is the most important person who ever lived. Persons of 

another faith or persons of no faith must grant the veracity of that fact. Each December 

Christmas is celebrated – or ignored – around the world as the birthday of Jesus. Rarely, if at all, 

does Christmas come and go unnoticed. For much of the world, the season of Christmas is an 

economic engine that drives employment, strengthens commerce, and builds financial portfolios. 

Understanding the person of Christ or belief in him is often of secondary importance. What 

seems to be of primary importance are the Christmas parties and shopping before the day of 

Christmas and the exhaustion and debt that follows. Even at this level of engagement, Christ 

seems to be the great divide of people’s lives – anticipation prior to his birth and fatigue 

following.  

 

For people of the Christian faith, the question of Jesus’ identity is most urgent for a vibrant 

religious experience. Some questions are not very important. That great preacher of another 

generation, Harry Emerson Fosdick is absolutely correct that few Christians concern themselves 

with the fate of the Jebusites in the Old Testament. Questions of the extraordinary length of life 

for some biblical characters may provide interesting debate or stir wonder but are really of little 

importance in the struggle to live faithful lives today. But the question Christ asks, “Who do 

people say the Human One is?” is important. To simply ignore the question – or not wrestle with 

it deeply – is to give an answer. It is an answer that something else matters more in your life than 

Jesus. The question is a dividing line. Either Jesus is acknowledged as central to a life-giving 

faith or Jesus is dismissed.  

 

One answer to the question that is helpful is “Teacher.” This is a place of common agreement – 

Jesus was a teacher. Jesus did teach. He taught about the character of God, the nature of men and 

women, our struggle against pain and brokenness, and our responsibilities to one another. The 

Bible tells us that Jesus taught in small groups and to thousands. Jesus taught in the plains, upon 

mountains, and by the Sea of Galilee. He spoke plainly and he spoke in parables. Some of what 

he taught demonstrated uncommon insight and other lessons he shared had been heard before 

from other teachers. Though some said he was a gifted teacher, Jesus simply took his place in 

history among other gifted teachers. But, if Jesus had been a teacher and no more, it is quite 

reasonable to suspect that there would be no New Testament today or a church. To answer that 

Jesus was a teacher is inadequate. 

 



  

 

A vibrant faith demands a deeper answer to the question, “Who do people say the Human One 

is?” That answer is provided by the Resurrection – Jesus Christ is the “Living Lord.” All of the 

New Testament points to the Resurrection or comments on how the course of human history has 

been altered by it. Those who wish to reduce the person of Jesus to “a good man” or “a gifted 

teacher” must toss out a good deal of the New Testament. It is the power of the Resurrection and 

the continuing presence of the risen Christ today that gives power to the Christian faith. We may 

not be able to explain this event, nor fully grasp its’ claim upon us, but we cannot escape that at 

the center of our faith is the declaration that Jesus was crucified, buried, and rose from the dead. 

Death was no match for Jesus. This is the basic faith of everyone who believes in Jesus Christ. 

And the risen Christ, as yesterday, calls each one of us to follow him. As we follow Jesus – 

however imperfectly – in the struggles of our own lives it is then that we learn more and more 

who he is. 

 

RESPOND: 

 

1. How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What insight can you apply to your life this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or 

prayer to pray? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY: 

 

Lord of my life, remind me to pause today and reflect deeply upon your claim upon me.  Amen. 

 



  

 

Special Prayer List as of February 12th  

     Please keep our members and friends in your thoughts and prayers this week. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This Week: February 17
th

 through February 22
nd

  

Sunday, February 17
th

  

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Nursery Care – Nursery 

9 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary 

10 a.m.    Hometown Sunday – Fellowship Hall and Courtyard  

10:15 a.m.   Chancel Choir – Choir Room 

11 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary   

11 a.m.    Bible Bunch Sunday School – Bible Bunch Room 

11 a.m. Sunday School (1
st
 – 5

th
 grades) – Sunday School Room  

12 p.m. Young Adults Show and Tell – Youth Room 

Monday, February 18
th  

Church Office Closed for the President’s Day Holiday 

10 a.m.    Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study – Youth Room 

Wednesday, February 20
th 

3 p.m.    Prayer Ministry Team – Youth Room 

Thursday, February 21st  

8:30 a.m.   Men’s Fellowship – Meeting Room 

10 a.m.    Women’s Discipleship Group – Meeting Room 

6:30 p.m.   Westminster Ringers Rehearsal – Bell Room 

7:30 p.m.   Choir Rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, February 22nd  

7 p.m.    Refuge Youth Group 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 


