
  

Sunday Worship 

November 18, 2018 
 

We welcome you to worship.  
 

Meditation in Preparation for Worship  

“One criticism of the church - or of those who worship regularly –  

is that after hearing God’s word preached, when Monday comes, 

 life goes on its way pretty much as before.  

There seems to be no effort to cultivate a Christ-shaped heart.” 
 

Prelude                                          Arioso: “Thanks Be to God”                                  G. F. Handel 
 

Introit                                          Piano Improvisation and Hymn 
 

Welcome 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 146:1-2)                                                                                Responsively 

Leader:  “Praise the Lord! 

Congregation: Let my whole being praise the Lord! 
Leader:  I will praise the Lord with all my life; 

Congregation: I will sing praises to my God as long as I live.” 
 

*Hymn of Praise No. 478                                                                                            Lauda anima 

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
 

*Opening Prayer 
 

First Scripture Reading (p. 268)                                                                                 Joshua 1:6-9 
 

Prayer of Confession 
     Heavenly Father, it is easy for us to forget how blessed we truly are.  We take your love and 

comfort for granted.  We stray from the path that you have laid out for us and turn to our own 

ways in pride and ingratitude.  Give us the strength to turn back to your ways.  Teach us to live 

every day of our lives as faithful disciples to you. We ask these things in the name of your Son. 

… 
 

Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 

*Gloria Patri 

     “Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, As it was in the beginning, is 

now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen.  Amen.” 
 

Minute for the Hanging of the Greens                                                                        Grace Hood 
 

Time with the Children (11 a.m.) 

Gathering Song: “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” 

“This is the day, this is the day, 

That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made.” 

 



  

Going Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so.” 
 

Children 3-years-old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (Bible Bunch Rm) 

Children in grades 1 through 5 are excused for Sunday School (Sunday School Rm) 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
     “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 
 

The Ministry of The Church  
(Please sign and pass the red friendship book.) 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 
 

Offertory Anthem                                  “Pilgrim’s Song”                                        Ryan Murphy 
 

“My brethren, I have found a land that doth abound with fruit as sweet as honey.   

The more I eat, I find, the more I am inclined to shout and sing hosanna.   

My soul doth long to go where I may fully know the glory of my Savior,  

And as I pass along I’ll sing the Christian song, I’m going to live forever. 
 

Perhaps you think me wild, or simple as a child, I am a child of glory.   

I am born from above, my soul is filled with love, I love to tell the story.   

My soul doth long to go where I may fully know the glory of my Savior.   

And as I pass along I’ll sing the Christian song, I’m going to live forever. 
 

My soul now sits and sings and practices its wings,  

And contemplates the hour when the messenger shall say,  

‘Come quit this house of clay, and with bright angels tower.’  

 My soul doth long to go where I may fully know the glory of my Savior, 

 And as I pass along I’ll sing the Christian song, I’m going to live forever.” 
 

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!  Amen.” 
 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                      The Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his 

only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God, the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Special Music                               “Oh, Peter, Go Ring Dem Bells”                 arr. Howard Helvey 

Men’s Ensemble 
 

Second Scripture Reading (p. 1221)                                                                         Mark 5:25-34 



  

Message                                                “Does God Guide Us?”                                         Dr. Main 
 

*Hymn of Dedication No. 485                                                                       To God Be the Glory 

“To God Be the Glory” 
 

*Benediction  
 

*Postlude                                        “Now Thank We All Our God”                            arr., Paul Manz 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if you are able. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

     The Church Bell is rung in loving memory of Rosalie Manning (1924 – 1994). Prior to 

Sunday morning worship, the bell from our original Sanctuary is rung in memory of those in our 

Memorial Garden.  Let us pause to give thanks for all who have gone before us, who rest in the 

peace of God, thanking God for the Christian witness of their lives. 
 

     The flowers that beautify the Chancel this morning are given by the Souder family, in loving 

memory of Fritz Souder; and by Buzz Bartholomew and family, in memory of what would have 

been Bart Bartholomew’s 100
th

 birthday. 
 

     Our Guest Preacher this morning is Dr. Bruce Main, author, speaker and founding Executive 

Director of UrbanPromise Ministries.  He is a graduate of Azusa Pacific University and Fuller 

Theological Seminary and holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from Princeton Theological 

Seminary. 
 

Greeting You 
     9 a.m.: East Door – Marchele Courtney.  West Door – Mary Smith. 

     11 a.m.: East Door – Bill and Jean Hilton.  West Door –Matt, Emily, and Penelope Kay. 
 

Our Condolences  
     are extended to the family of Barbara Ritthaler, upon her death on November 12, 2018.  Plans 

for a Memorial Service are pending. 
 

     Our thoughts and prayers are with all those who have recently lost loved ones. 
 

Gift to 
     Capital Campaign from Leslie and Ann Heilakka, in loving memory of Walter Teninga. 
 

Take Note 
     Capital Campaign pledges reach the goal of $3.5 million!  Exciting news that we achieved 

this in early July 2018.  To be at the final mark is an amazing accomplishment and everyone in 

our congregation should be proud and thanked as we had a 90 % + participation rate. We now 

have $3.5M in pledges, and we are less than $200,000 away from collecting all of it, as many 

made a pledge on the three year plan which ends later this year.  Our debt on this project is very 

low, and assuming the pledges come in as planned, we expect to be debt-free again as a church 

by January 1, 2019. If you have made a pledge and are able to finish off your fulfillment of such 

pledge, it will put us at our goal of full collection. 
 

    Come to our Ministry Fair today, Sunday, November 18
th

 in Fellowship Hall following 

both worship services.  Wander through a showcase of our many ministries and activities; 

discover what it takes for our church to operate on a daily basis; learn about the many ministries 

and outreach activities; join one of our ministries/groups/programs; experience first-hand how 

your gifts and giving make a difference in our community and around the world; and enjoy 

delightful finger foods and drink. 
 



  

     Stop by the Narthex and purchase Doug Hood’s new book Nurture Faith: Five Minutes to 

Strengthen Your Walk with Christ for $15.  This expanded edition of Heart & Soul: Volume 2 

contains 24% new material in a more compact design. 
 

     You are invited to Faith Conversations: Questions People Ask today, Sunday, November 

18
th

 at 5 p.m. at Benvenuto Restaurant (1730 N. Federal Highway, Boynton Beach).  This 

premier event will feature Dr. Bruce Main and Dr. Doug Hood discussing “Does God Guide 

Us?”.  The event is $40 per person and includes dinner.  Space is limited.  Reservations may be 

made in the Narthex.  Join us for a fun-filled, faith-filled educational evening of Faith 

Conversations.   
 

     The Deacon’s Christmas Tree lights up the Narthex today, Sunday, November 18
th

.  It 

helps five organizations this year: The Boys and Girls Clubs of Palm Beach County, Aid to 

Victims of Domestic Abuse (AVDA), Achievement Centers for Children & Families, Adopt-A-

Family, and Milagro Center.  You will have a chance to take tag(s) from the tree through 

December 2
nd

.  Adopt-A-Family gifts are due back under the tree by Sunday, December 2
nd

. All 

other gifts are due back under the tree no later than Sunday, December 9
th

.  If it is easier for 

you, the Deacons will accept checks and do the shopping for you.  Put your check in the offering 

plate or mail it to the church office, making sure to indicate “Deacons’ Tree” on the memo line.  

If you have any questions, contact Holly Anderson (561-276-6338). 
 

     Next Sunday, November 25
th

, we will be collecting the “Pennies from Heaven” Offering.  

Don’t forget to bring your 5 cents per meal per person in your household to church so that we 

can help feed deserving hungry people. 
 

     Join next Sunday, November 25
th

 at 6 p.m. for the Hanging of the Greens Dinner in 

Fellowship Hall.  The cost is $7 per adult, $5 per child, and $20 maximum per family.  Then, at 

7 p.m., join us as we decorate the Sanctuary in preparation for Advent.  The Hanging of the 

Greens is a special worship service filled with familiar carols and traditions.  We will also 

decorate the Chrismon Tree. Reservations for the dinner may be made in the Narthex following 

the worship service, on our website under Upcoming Events, or by calling the church office 

(561-276-6338).  If you are unable to attend the dinner, plan to attend the worship service. 
 

     Our Christmas Pageant this year is “The Littlest Angel Choir,” and will be presented at the 

11 a.m. service on Sunday, December 9
th

.  All children age 3 and above are invited to 

participate, provided that they attend rehearsals each Sunday.  There will be short speaking parts 

for those who want them, three (more or less) narrators (probably older children reading from the 

script), and a chorus of angels.  Rehearsals are from 10:30 a.m. to 10:55 a.m. in the Sunday 

School Room on the ground floor of the Center for Christian Studies.  Each family will be 

provided a CD of the songs to help children learn the words.  Please contact Jim Poch to confirm 

your child’s participation or any questions you may have (561-276-6338, ext. 24, or 

jimpoch@firstdelray.com). Note: Dr. Hood will be preaching that day. 
 

     Our Sunday School and Bible Bunch have been growing steadily.  This is exciting!  We are 

looking for an assistant to help the teachers.  This is an exciting opportunity for anyone who 

would like to share their love of God with the children of our church.  If you are interested, 

please contact Grace Hood (561-276-6338, ext. 17 or gracehood@firstdelray.com).  
 

     The City of Delray Beach is improving the intersection and pedestrian crosswalks at Gleason 

Street/Venetian Drive and Atlantic Avenue.  There will be two phases.  During Phase 1, 

east/westbound traffic along Atlantic Avenue will remain open and only right turns (Eastbound) 

are available from Gleason Street and Venetian Drive.  During Phase 2, there will be no access to 

Atlantic Avenue from Gleason Street and Venetian Drive.  Please use the Bronson Avenue 

entrance to the church. 
 



  

     Mark your calendar.  Join us on a Mission Trip as we travel to Grand Goave, Haiti from 

April 7 to 13, 2019 for a week of service and exploration.  Work side-by-side with Haitian 

workers, interact with the children at Brit’s Home and immerse yourself in the beautiful Haitian 

culture.  This trip will also give you an opportunity to enhance your understanding of poverty 

and development.  The cost is $1,650 per person. For information contact Jeanne Heavilin (561-

276-6338). 
 

     Join Doug and Grace Hood and Michael and Page Brown for a Bible Land Exploration from 

November 13 to November 22, 2019.  This trip to Israel will expand our knowledge of the 

Bible and this sacred land.  A journey following in the footsteps of Jesus will change the way 

you read the Bible, and you will learn why scholars refer to it as the “Fifth Gospel”.  Brochures 

and registration forms are available on the Welcome Center in the Narthex. 
 

Our Main Church Financial Accounts and Funding 
     Operating account/Stewardship/Annual Pledge Funds – This is our main account, with the 

majority of the cash raised from the annual Stewardship Campaign, or annual pledges.  These 

funds are what the church uses every day to pay mission outreach, salaries, power bills, 

insurance, maintenance, etc.  Our annual budget is approximately $1.45 million and our pledges 

typically come in lower than this amount.  On top of pledges, we get money from plate and 

special purpose collections on Sundays, gifts directed for specific operating purposes, from 

weddings and valet parking.  We then dip into our “Remembrance Fund” (described below) and 

our “Endowment Fund” (described below) to fill the gap as needed.  Our # 1 goal is to work with 

our membership to reduce our dependence on these other funds so we can continue to operate 

and expand our ministries fully.  Our annual “Stewardship Campaign” for annual operating 

pledges runs from November through January each year. 
 

     Remembrance Fund – This fund includes unrestricted gifts to the church (wills, trusts, 

estates), including contributions made in “remembrance” of others.  These funds are used in 

support of the Operating account described above on an as-needed basis as approved by the 

current Elders who make up Session.   
 

     Endowment Fund – This is our long term fund.  Historically these funds come from bequests 

from our congregation (wills, trusts, estates) that restrict the gifts for this purpose.  We transfer a 

portion of these funds each year to help cover our full operating budget as needed, but we never 

take more than 5 % of the current balance.   Many people view bequests as “perpetual pledges” 

to leave a legacy of continuing ministry. 
 

     Capital Campaign – The latest Capital Campaign was a 2016-2018 campaign to upgrade 

most of the church’s physical facilities – parking, Narthex, bathrooms, Center for Christian 

Studies Building, etc.  A special campaign was put in place to raise $3.5 million and the project 

came in on time and on budget with completion in the first half of 2018.  A few ancillary capital 

projects are being included in this account to top off the work needed at our beautiful facility, 

and we will continue to strive to maintain a small balance here for future capital needs. 
 

     Debt – Right now the Church has just $100,000 of debt.  This stems from the 3 year capital 

campaign project, and is expected to be paid off by the end of 2018 as final pledge payments 

come in toward the $3.5 million, which was fully pledged but not yet 100% collected.  We are 

blessed as one of few congregations nationwide to have no meaningful debt and a fully upgraded 

set of facilities. 
 

For Our Younger Worshippers  
     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Table in the Covered Patio 

for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the service. 
 



  

 

Christmas Memorials . . . 
 

 Members and friends wishing to make a memorial gift for the Christmas Season may 

designate their contribution for (1) Christmas poinsettias for the decoration of the Sanctuary or 

(2) feeding hungry people.  This alternative giving opportunity, which began 30 years ago, has 

offered us a way to respond to hunger in our community and the world. 

 The names of those in whose memory or honor gifts are made and the names of the 

donors will be printed in our Christmas Eve (December 24
th

) bulletin.  Please use the form below 

to provide the necessary information and send your contribution to the church office by 

Monday, December 17
th

, which is the final date for including names to be printed.  The 

Sanctuary will be decorated for Sunday, December 16
th

.  Donors of poinsettias ($10) may pick 

them up on December 24
th

, after the 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service; or, at the donor’s 

request, have them delivered to shut-ins.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

(Please PRINT YOUR LISTING, as you want it to appear in the bulletins) 

 

My/our Christmas Memorial Gift of $ _______________ is given: 

 
In loving memory of ______________________________________________________ 

 
In honor of ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Given by ________________________________________________________________ 

 
My/our contribution is to be used for: 

 
Christmas Poinsettias ____________________ Food for the Needy _________________ 

 

(Please make the check out to First Presbyterian Church 

and indicate either “Poinsettia” or “Food for the Needy”.) 

 

____ I will pick up my poinsettias after the 9:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

 

____Please deliver my poinsettias to shut-ins. 
 

 

 



  

Our Ministry Develops Through 
 

                
 

Free New Testament Bibles 
     First Presbyterian Church is a point of distribution of God’s word in the New Testament at no 

cost to anyone who would like a copy.  If you have not previously picked up a copy in the Narthex, 

you may do so this morning.  If you know of people who would appreciate receiving a copy, please 

take copies to them.  Join with your church in distributing God’s word throughout our communities 

in Palm Beach County. 
 

Connect with First Presbyterian Church 
     Please join us for the Ministry Fair in Fellowship Hall, following both worship services. 
 

     Read Doug Hood’s weekly meditation through our church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Resources.  Don’t forget to subscribe to his meditation so that you do not miss any of the 

postings. 
 

     Following the worship service, feel free to pick up a copy of Doug Hood’s Heart and Soul, 

volume 2 by the west door.   
 

     For those interested in taking notes during the worship service, a Sermon Notes Page is 

available by the west door. 
 

     Follow us on Twitter at @FPCDelrayBeach or tweet #FPCDBWORSHIP. 
 

     If you are a member of the church and need a blue First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

parking sticker, please contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 

10) or stop by the church office during the week. 
 

     Members who would like to receive email notification of members’ deaths and memorial 

services should contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com).  You will only be informed if 

the family has approved public notification. 
 

     If you would like to receive your Spire Newsletter electronically, please email Nancy Fine 

(nancyfine@firstdelray.com), text FPCDELRAYBEACH to 22828 (message and data rates may 

apply), or complete the online form on our website (www.firstdelray.com) under Resources. 
 

Sunday Mornings 
     Please turn off your cell phones and electronic devices during the worship service. 
 

     Closed Circuit TV is available for viewing the worship service in the Quiet Room. 
 

     Children’s Worship Activities and Bibles are at the Children’s Tables in the Covered 

Patio for use during worship.  Please return the clipboards and Bibles to the table after the 

service. 
 

     Large Print Bulletins and Hearing Devices are available from the Deacons. 
 

     Nursery Care for children from birth through Kindergarten is available from 8:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. in the Nursery. 
 

     Please join us for the Ministry Fair in Fellowship Hall, following both worship services. 
 

http://www.firstdelray.com/
mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
mailto:nancyfine@covad.net
http://www.firstdelray.com/


  

Sunday Children’s Programs 
     Bible Bunch Sunday School meets after the Children’s Time during the 11 a.m. worship 

service.  Children 3 years old through Kindergarten should follow the class leaders to the Bible 

Bunch Room.  
 

     Sunday School for Children in 1
st
 through 5

th
 grade, meets after the Children’s Time during 

the 11 a.m. worship service.  They are using the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.  

They have access to activities to do at home via online resources with a downloadable e-book for 

iBooks and Kindle.  The class is led by Grace Hood and Liz Landes in the Sunday School 

Room.  
 

Youth Group 
     Refuge is our 6

th
 through 12

th
 grade youth group. We meet Sundays from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

in the Youth Room. We play games, learn about God, and hang out with friends. New faces are 

always welcome!  For more information, contact Greg Rapier (561-276-6338, ext. 13 or 

gregrapier@firstdelray.com). 
 

Monthly Educational Program 
     The Monday Women’s Book Group meets on Monday, December 3

rd
, at 12:30 p.m. in the 

Meeting Room.  All women are invited to attend the discussion on Waking Up White, and 

Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving. Contact Martha Smith (561-276-6338) for 

more information. 
 

Weekly Education Program 
     The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study on Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room.  

They are using the video study, “Reading Biblical Literature: Genesis to Revelation”, by 

Professor Craig Koester.  The Bible has shaped thousands of years of faith, art, and human 

history.  Yet, we rarely engage with the Bible as a collection of unique narratives that were later 

united into the Old and New Testaments.  Dr. Koester transforms these ancient texts into a 

learning experience that is equal parts educational and entertaining.  All women are welcome.  

For more information, contact Linda Prior (561-276-6338). 
 

     The Women’s Discipleship Group meets on Thursdays at 10 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  

All women are invited to attend the study on Growing to be like Christ, Doing Life Together by 

Zondervan and Rick Warren. They will not meet this week due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Music 
     The Chancel Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m. to prepare for the worship 

service and on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. in the Choir Room.  Don Cannarozzi is 

available for those who may be a little shy about becoming part of this ministry. You can speak 

with him after service, or contact Don Cannarozzi (dcannaro@hotmail.com), to set up a time to 

meet.  There is no rehearsal this Thursday due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

     Westminster Ringers (for adults and high school youth) is on Thursdays in the Bell 

Room from 6:30 p.m. to 7:20 p.m. Contact Jim Poch (561-276-6338, ext. 24 or 

jimpoch@firstdelray.com) for more information. There is no rehearsal this Thursday due to 

the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Holly House 
     Holly House Workshops meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. in the Holly House.  If you like to sew, craft, create shell decorations, or floral arrangements, 

you are invited to join. Perhaps you have other talents you would like to share. The Holly House is a 

ministry of women who enjoy fellowship and crafting. 



  

     The Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House is open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 10 

a.m. to 12 p.m.  In addition to traditional wreaths, trees, and decorations; sailboat, seashore, and 

tennis enthusiasts will find fun items.  Browse for Autumn placemats and table decorations.  Since 

the workshops continue, there are new items being created. Stop by frequently.  For more 

information, contact Cindy Pemberton (561-276-6338). They will not meet this week on Thursday 

due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Men’s Fellowship 
     Men’s Fellowship meets on Thursday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in the Meeting Room.  Bring a 

friend and enjoy the camaraderie.  They are discussing the devotional book Uncommon Life by 

Tony Dungy. For more information, contact Bruce Gimmy (561-276-6338). They will not meet 

this week due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

Financial Considerations 
     There is a very convenient way to donate online to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach 

through the Presbyterian Mission Exchange which is part of the 200+ year old Presbyterian 

Foundation and transfers your donation promptly.  Visit the church website (www.firstdelray.com) 

under Give for more information and a link to our giving page. 
 

     On December 18, 2015, the President signed legislation indefinitely extending the charitable 

IRA rollover provision enabling IRA owners ages 70½ or older to make a direct, tax-free transfer to 

First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach or the charity of their choice.  Certain limitations apply so 

please consult your tax adviser. 
 

     Remember the Church When Estate Planning.  Our Endowment and Remembrance Funds are 

two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it your will, stocks, or as a named 

beneficiary to an insurance policy.  This financially wise method of stewardship helps ensure the 

long-term financial stability of the church and provides a planned means for the church to continue 

its role in the lives of our members and those to whom we reach out, in our community and beyond.  

For more information on long-term giving, call the church office (561-276-6338). 
 

Employment Connections Ministry – Career Shepherds 
    The Employment Connections Ministry (employmentconnectionsministry.com) was formed to 

provide a caring, supportive, and helpful avenue for unemployed/underemployed members of the 

congregation and the community, as well as for those whose career paths may no longer seem 

fulfilling to find a more rewarding career or employment opportunity.  Seeking new employment can 

be frightening and reinvention later in life can be daunting; how do you to get help? Our ministry 

assists these individuals to get information and/or career guidance. From our network of Specialty 

Area Mentors, who share their work expertise, experience, and knowledge, to an assigned Career 

Shepherd, who walks with you to help identify your strengths and talents, our ministry provides 

useful tools to assist you in networking and guiding you throughout the process.  We invite all church 

members to join this exciting ministry by lending their expertise and availability to mentor or help 

for whatever time they may have available. If interested in doing the Lord’s work through this 

ministry, please feel free to email us (jobs.fpcdb@gmail.com), or contact Richard Story (561-276-

6338), Michaela Logue (561-276-6338), or Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-

6338, ext. 10) for more information. 
 

Membership 
     Are you interested in joining our church?  If so, we would love to see you on Sunday, 

December 2
nd

 in the Covered Patio immediately following the 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. worship 

service.  In order to join, no reservations or classes are required for those who have been 

previously baptized. 
 

http://www.firstdelray.com/
http://employmentconnectionsministry.com/
mailto:jobs.fpcdb@gmail.com
mailto:nancyfine@firstdelray.com


  

     Invite a family member, friend, neighbor, co-worker, or business associate to worship with 

us.  Share your faith and love for Christ’s Church with others. 
 

     If you are a guest visiting us, we invite you to participate in all of our worship services and 

activities. 
 

Church Membership Directory 
     The Pictorial Church Membership Directory is available online for members of the church.  

There are two ways to access the directory. You may visit our website (www.firstdelray.com) under 

Connect to request a password to access the membership directory to print or save to your computer.  

Or, you may view the directory by visiting www.instantchurchdirectory.com or downloading the free 

Instant Church Directory Member’s App from the Apple Store, Google Play, or Amazon App Store.  

In order to gain access to the online directory through Instant Church Directory, you must register 

your account using the email address on file with the church.  For issues with registering through 

Instant Church Directory, contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 10). 
 

Pennies from Heaven 
     Help First Presbyterian Church support the battle against hunger and poverty at home and away.  

Pennies from Heaven is a simple act of thanksgiving for what we have received and a commitment 

to share with others.  Collect 5 cents per family member per meal each day.  At the end of each 

month, bring your money to church and we will collect your “Pennies from Heaven” during the 

worship service.  All monies collected are donated on a quarterly basis to local food programs as well 

as to regional and national hunger programs.  We collected $412.91 from the October Offering.  

Since September 2012, we have collected $35,585.21.  Our next collection is next Sunday, 

November 25th. 
 

Mission Opportunity 
     We are making Hygiene Kits for The Caring Kitchen.  If you have unopened travel size items 

that you would like to donate, please put them in the collection basket in the Narthex. 
 

Partners in Prayer 
     You are invited to participate in a six-week ministry of prayer called Partners in Prayer for 

First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach Leaders.  This six-week ministry does not require 

attendance at any meetings.  Participants receive a resource packet with the names of six church 

leaders. Simply, the ministry is a commitment to pray each day for one week for the same person. 

Each week for six weeks you will pray for a different church leader. At the beginning of each week 

you will write an encouraging note to that leader indicating that you are praying for him or her. 

Contact Nancy Fine (nancyfine@firstdelray.com or 561-276-6338, ext. 10) for a resource packet 

with all the details including sample notes, messages and prayers.  
 

Prayer Ministry Team 

     The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room to pray 

together for all those who request prayers.  This includes concerns, thanksgiving, and praise.  Each 

request is treated with respect, confidentiality, and caring.  If a request includes a name and address, 

a card will be sent to confirm the group is praying for those concerns.  You are invited to join this 

prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (561-276-6338).  She will be happy to provide 

additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate. 
 

     Prayer Concern Cards are in the pews.  If you have a specific prayer concern, please complete a 

card and place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Concerns are forwarded to 

members of the Prayer Ministry Team and pastoral staff. 

 

 



  

 
 

 

This is a repeat of a meditation from Dr. Hood’s new book, 

Nurture Faith: Five Minute Meditations to Strengthen Your Walk with Christ, 

available for sale in the Narthex at a discounted price of $15. 

 

The Secret of Spiritual Power 

 

READ: Isaiah 40:31 (Common English Bible) 

 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not be tired; they will walk and not be weary.” 

 

REFLECT: 

 

A woman stepped into my office today. With tears and considerable emotion, she asked that I 

pray for the world. She mentioned nothing specific. She didn’t need to. Another shooting this 

week on a college campus that left ten people dead. An accidental bombing of a Doctors Without 

Borders hospital in Afghanistan killed twenty-two people. Hundreds of thousands of people 

fleeing terrorism, seeking news homes throughout Europe and the United States. These stories 

drain our strength and cause us to need renewed power.  

 

In the time that Isaiah wrote these words, his people also faced despair. Threatened by 

domination by a mighty foreign power, Isaiah’s people needed all the encouragement and 

strength that a genuine faith in God could bring. So do we. Just as the natural rhythm of life 

demands nourishing food, exercise and rest for the body, the same condition applies to our souls. 

Spiritual energies are rapidly depleted by the crises, suffering and fear that consume our 

attention. Replenishing that spiritual energy is urgently needed. So Isaiah reminds his people – 

and us – that our sufficiency is of God. We remain weak unless we derive strength from God. 

 

How do God’s people claim this strength? “Hope in the Lord,” writes Isaiah. The “hope” Isaiah 

speaks of is not wishful thinking or “hoping for the best.” Here is Isaiah’s call to “trust 

unfailingly in God.” It is a call to “hold onto God” with expectant dependence. A constant 

reliance on God, meditating on God’s words and promises in the Bible, generates spiritual power 

and makes each of us alert for God’s intention to use us mightily for God’s redemptive purposes 

in the world. Isaiah asks that we attach ourselves to God as a child clings to a parent.  

 

As in the day of Isaiah, it still takes time to be holy; to be a people set apart for God’s purposes 

in a world shaken by fear. Schedule time each day for reading the Bible and prayer, for reading 

devotional literature that awakens the senses to new understandings, and do not neglect moments 

to simply be still and contemplate God’s love. These things, along with weekly worship in a 

community of faith, gives release to the inflow of God’s power that renews strength, restores 

hope, and lifts hearts as on the wings of eagles. 

 

 

 



  

RESPOND: 

 

1. How has this scripture or meditation spoken to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What insight can you apply to your life this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What one specific act do you intend to take, an attitude to change, a person to see, or 

prayer to pray? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAY: 

 

Father, you guide me with kindness and direct my steps with love. Teach me again that the 

source of spiritual power is found in daily communion with you, as you are revealed in my 

reading of the Old and New Testament. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Hospitalization 
     If you or a family member are hospitalized, please notify the church office (561-276-6338).  

Even if you give the name of the church upon admission, the hospital will not notify us. 
 

Special Prayer List as of November 13
th

  
     Please keep our members and friends in your thoughts and prayers this week. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

This Week: November 18
th

 through November 23
rd

  

Sunday, November 18
th

  

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Nursery Care – Nursery 

9 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary 

10 a.m.    Ministry Fair – Fellowship Hall  

10:15 a.m.   Chancel Choir – Choir Room 

10:30 a.m.   Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsal – Sunday School Room 

11 a.m.    Worship Service – Sanctuary  

11 a.m.    Bible Bunch Sunday School – Bible Bunch Room 

11 a.m. Sunday School (1
st
 – 5

th
 grades) – Sunday School Room  

12 p.m.  Ministry Fair – Fellowship Hall 

5 p.m. Faith Conversations: Questions People Ask – Offsite 

6 p.m.  Refuge Youth Group – Youth Room 

Monday, November 19
th

 
10 a.m.    Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study – Youth Room 

Tuesday, November 20
th

 

9:30 a.m.   Holly House Workshop – Holly House 

10 a.m.    Holiday Gift Shoppe – Holly House 

10:30 a.m.   Staff Meeting – Dr. Hood’s Study 

Wednesday, November 21
st
  

3 p.m.    Prayer Ministry Team – Youth Room 

Thursday, November 22
nd

   Office Closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday 

Friday, November 23
rd

  Office Closed 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 

 


