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Save the Date for Christmas  
in October!  

 On Wednesday, October 16th, Holly House invites you to a celebration of their 50 years of service to 
the church and the opening of the Holiday Gift Shoppe. Festivities begin at 5 p.m. and admission is free. 
Enjoy hearty hors d’oeuvres while shopping for unique handmade gifts in the Holly House, just north of the 
Center for Christian Studies. Tempting desserts will be served in Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. 

 What is Holly House? - A Place That Nurtures Creativity
• a building full of craft materials and equipment located near the Center for Christian Studies
• a place for crafters to work every Tuesday and Thursday morning, year-round
• a producer of beautiful jewelry, tableware, coastal items, wreaths and trees, kitchen accessories, and more; 

some recycle shells and corks
• a lively marketplace October 16 and December 7-8 and 14-15, 2019

 What is Holly House? - A Home-Away-From-Home
• a place for women to make one-of-a-kind gifts
• a place to make friends and share common interests
• a source of funds for emergency needs, such as the hurricane-toppled steeple in 2005

 What is Holly House? - A Vital Part Of Our Church For 50 Years!
• makes Christmas decorations and gifts for annual Holiday Gift Shoppe
• holds a Rummage Sale every February, distributing unsold items  

to local charities
• encourages year-round creativity beyond Christmas decorations
• has contributed over $250,000 to the church treasury since 1969

By Martha Smith
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    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Some PeoPle Do

 “Love doesn’t keep a record of complaints.”
1 Corinthians 13:5 (Common English Bible)

 Country music artist, Old Dominion, recently released a new 
song, Some People Do. Co-written with Thomas Rhett, this moody 
ballad explores how hard it is for most people to change, particularly 
abandoning unhealthy and hurtful habits. Old Dominion self-identifies 
this track as very emotional and personal, the story of someone accepting 
responsibility for behavior that has hurt someone very close to them. 
Considerably more raw and vulnerable than other songs in Old Dominion’s 
canon, Some People Do begins, “I know you’re hurt. I know it’s my fault. 
But I’ve kept ‘I’m sorry’ locked in a vault.” Such honesty is rare today. 
Perhaps that is because it is scary to admit – without reservation – that 
we are the one who is wrong. Many people are willing for relationships 
to remain broken rather than venture into the scary place of vulnerability; 
of confessing that all responsibility for the hurt falls on them.
 
 Danya Ruttenberg shares in her spiritual autobiography, Surprised by 
God: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love Religion, that following 
her parents’ divorce, she was angry with both of them. “I held on to my 
anger and resentment as tightly as I could, but my need for both of my 
parents was, it turned out, determined to emerge despite it all.”i That is 
precisely the journey taken by Old Dominion’s song, Some People Do. 
Love for another is so deep and determined that vulnerability is risked. 
“Most wouldn’t forgive what I put you through. But I’m here tonight, 
hoping some people do.” Hope is the dominant note that is struck by 
this song. Hope for forgiveness. Hope that the one who has been hurt 
will not keep a record of complaints. Hope for the opportunity for a new 
beginning.
 
 1 Corinthians 13, often referenced as the “Love Chapter” in the 
Bible, is commonly read for marriage ceremonies. Certainly the author 
of these words, the Apostle Paul, would have no objection to his words 
used in this manner. What would unsettle Paul is how easily they are read 
and heard with apparently no grasp of the difficult terrain they cover. 
“Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t 
arrogant, it isn’t rude, it doesn’t seek its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, 
it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, but 
it is happy with the truth.” The original readers of Paul’s letter will 
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My Daily Practice for Nurturing Faith
By Benjamin F. Tidwell III

 As a young child growing up, I will always remember my mother teaching us to pray. I didn’t quite 
understand why I was praying, other than she said to do it. Our prayer as a child went something like this: “Now 
I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to 
take.” Our ritual every night was to kneel at our bedside and clasp our hands as we bowed our heads and recited 
this prayer.

 It wasn’t until I became a teenager at thirteen that I realized how important prayer was. The prayer I prayed 
that day, to accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, was the most important prayer of my life. That prayer 
allowed me access to the very throne room of grace.

 Prayer is, and should be, the most important aspect of every believer’s life. Prayer is one of many of God’s 
provisions for the believer in time and God expects us to use it. The books of the Old and New Testament are 
full of examples of great men of God that prayed and had their prayers answered:

Isaiah 65:24 tells us that when we pray, God hears us immediately. 

In Matthew 7:7 we are commanded to pray: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:17 tells us to “Pray without ceasing.”

 Note that prayer is for the believer. Why just for the believer? Because it is one of many wonderful things 
we receive at the point of salvation. Like salvation, it is a gift of God, a perfect gift by God’s grace, and not the 
result of anything we have done or can do to earn it.

 God’s word, the mind of Christ, has been given to us to sustain us in good times as well as bad. Prayer is 
the key to unlocking the abundant life that God has provided for the believer in time. I have found that before 
I go to the Word, I must clear my mind and prepare my soul for the intake of Bible doctrine. The Bible tells us 
that we all have sinned, and because of the old sin nature we are going to continue to sin, even as believers. I 
have found that claiming the promise of 1 John 1:9, before I even attempt to study anything biblical, helps to 
clear the decks of this world and prepares my soul for the intake of bible doctrine:

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us  
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

 How do we become more like him? God communicates with the believer 
through the Word, the mind of Christ. In order for us to understand the Word, the 
Holy Spirit, by grace through faith, applies the Word, the mind of Christ to our 
human spirit so that we might share and discern all things in love both toward God 
and toward man.

 Try in your daily study of God’s Word to first ask forgiveness, and you will be 
surprised how gracious God can be in providing discernment of his Word. v

Prayer
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By Marchele Courtney, Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

Meet Marge, Air Force Veteran, and Liberty (“Libbee”), her service greyhound in training: working and resting.

Hounds & Heroes Update

 Our church donated our One Great Hour of Sharing offering to the Hounds & Heroes program (Awesome 
Greyhound Adoptions) that trains retired greyhounds as pets, therapy dogs, or fully-trained service dogs 
for Veterans.  Thanks to your generosity, First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach is sponsoring two 
service greyhounds, which will cover training as well as additional expenses (medical, food, supplements, 
equipment, etc).

 On June 22nd several church members met Marge and Liberty, who was just 3 weeks off the track, and 
it seems like they are happy together and making good progress.  Marge said that Libbee has already helped 
her self-esteem and mobility, and that she is calmer and better able to sleep at night. 

 We are looking forward to meeting our other service greyhound, Freedom, and his Veteran.  

For more information, contact Marchele Courtney (emcourtney0929@gmail.com) or 
visit their website (awesomegreyhoundadoptions.org).
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  During the months of May and June, the Session 
approved new members, including members of the 
Confirmation Class, approved four baptisms, and received 
an update about youth ministry from Rev. Rapier.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH JUNE
 
                                                           2018                      2019
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $350,616 $344,506

Other Operating Receipts 140,054 148,326

Investments Used 116,278 151,211

Operating Reserves 8,844 18,673
 
Funding Sources $615,792  $662,716
 
Operating Disbursements $615,792 $662,716

 

We Welcome to Our Membership
Gloria Blackburn
Harrison Calder

Gary Clark
Emalee Cortright

Karen Croy
Gavin Dick

Blake Dykstra
Devin Dykstra

Brittney Haynes
Robert Ressler

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 
congregation is extended 

to the families of the following members 
upon the death of their loved one:

C. Adams Moore – May 23, 2019
Dottie Morrison – May 23, 2019

Jo Garnett – June 8, 2019
Wm. Montfort Helm – July 16, 2019

Session Report  
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By Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

*{The title of this article is borrowed from the Rev. Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D,  
founder and Executive Director of Stephen Ministries.} 

  Reaching out to those of us who are in need, is one of the most important things, which we, as Christians 
are called upon to do.  Equally, important is what we do and say (or don’t say) when we reach out to the ill, the 
old, the lonely, the lost, and those among us who may just need a shoulder upon which to cry.

  As I have been trying my best to provide Christian care for 20+ years, I thought sharing some insights I 
have gained over the years might be helpful.  The very best way to provide wonderful caregiving is to be a 
“silent” presence in the lives of those whom we are trying to comfort.  For it is in the silence of our presence, 
that our Lord is truly present.  Our silence combined with prayer, Scripture, and a soft touch (when requested 
or appropriate) are truly the best gifts we can bring.

  Active listening is also a part of caregiving;  when we listen to our loved ones’ stories, we help to validate 
them, and also validate that they are in pain;  without any judgement or unnecessary commentary.  It’s HARD;  
being a silent presence goes against our nature, “to want to make things better”.  But we can’t. The Lord 
certainly can, the doctors and nurses can, time does, but we can’t.  Please know in your hearts that by practicing 
this wonderful form of caregiving we are truly Christ’s presence in a broken world.

  Oh, some things we should never say;

• Don’t worry, you’ll get better

• You should be grateful, because it could be worse

• Oh, you fell and broke your hip? You know, I haven’t been feeling well myself

• That guy down the hall is “really sick”

• Don’t be silly, you have so many friends, you can’t be lonely

  When we say any of these, or words which are similar, we deny our loved one their legitimate pain or 
suffering or loss.  These words can actually be very hurtful, even though you may say them with the very best 
of intentions.  Just imagine for a moment how you might feel if someone said something like this, just after you 
received a terrible diagnosis?

  So let’s try to be great care givers, where less is almost always more.  Our quiet presence can do more than 
anything we might want to say.  And, dear friends in Christ, always remember that the Lord our God is the one 
true healer of all of our afflictions.

v v v

Don’t Sing to a Broken Heart *
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Save the Date:

By Jeanne Heavilin, Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

 Join us on Saturday, October 5th for CROS 
Ministries’ Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk) at 
John Prince Park in Lake Worth.  This is a family 
event to benefit CROS Ministries’ End Hunger 
programs.  There will be a kids play area, and the 
best 5K runners in Halloween costumes can win 
prizes!

 You can participate in our First Presbyterian 
team by walking, running, pledging or praying.  
On-site registration begins at 6 a.m.; Run begins at 
7 a.m.; Walk begins at 8 a.m.  For more information, 
visit the Welcome Center in the Narthex, and look 
for more details in the Sunday bulletin and on the 
church website. v

Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk)

recognize his string of negatives. They are the prevalent qualities that draw from the attitudes and behavior of the 
Corinthian church. We recognize them as well. Little has changed in the human heart. We find it hard to ignore 
a slight, indifference, or a hurtful remark. As the song repeats three times, “Most wouldn’t forgive what I put  
you through.”
 
 Ultimately, Paul appeals to his readers to look away from the wider culture and its negative manner of 
addressing the wounds caused by another. The hope espoused by this lovely song – the hope for forgiveness – 
is located in the values that come from Christ, not from the wider culture: “Love puts up with all things, trusts 
in all things, hopes for all things, endures all things” (verse 7). Some People Do begins with an uncommon 
honesty of the pain that has been inflicted upon another. And the song recognizes that “words by themselves 
can’t right all the wrongs.” Words often are not enough. Forgiveness requires more. What is required is a new 
orientation in Jesus Christ by the injured one. It is an orientation that makes possible what most people won’t 
do – forgive those who seek forgiveness. “Most wouldn’t forgive what I put you through. But I’m here tonight, 
hoping some people do. I’m hoping some people do.” It is a hope located in the values of Jesus Christ. v
_________________________
i Danya Ruttenberg, Surprised by God: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love Religion (Boston: Beacon 
Press, 2008), 18.

Continued from page 2



by hosting various functions during 
the year including the annual 
Blessing of the Pets, various music 
concerts, and movies at the church. 

 This year the Scholarship 
Committee awarded college 
scholarships to two of our 
outstanding youth members: 
Harper Hawk and Justice Reeves.
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Deacons’ Corner

Deacon’s Scholarship Committee Awards 
Scholarships To Two Outstanding Seniors

 One of the committees of 
the First Presbyterian Church 
Board of Deacons is the 
Scholarship Committee, which 
awards college scholarships to 
First Presbyterian members to 
assist them in funding their 
undergraduate studies.  The 
Scholarship Committee raises 
funds for these scholarships 

By Tom Adams

 Harper’s family have been 
members of First Presbyterian 
since 1973.  She says that “the 
church has been a safe haven for 
me throughout my entire life” and 
that “being involved in Sunday 
School and Youth Group from 
such an early age has taught me the 
importance of God’s love and the 
true strength of a community”.

 During her many years at 
First Presbyterian, Harper has 
been involved as a participant and 
later as a volunteer in a number 
of church-sponsored activities:  
Parents’ Morning Out, Vacation 
Bible School, Youth Choir, Youth 
Sunday, Youth Retreats, Montreat 
Youth Conferences and more.  
Harper says that “through my life 
at church, I have formed valuable 
relationships with youth, adults, 
and the clergy that I will carry with 
me throughout my life.”

 Additionally, Harper has been 
involved in community service with 
CROS Ministries and participated 
in school and beach cleanups.  She 
was also president and founder of 

Continued on page 9

SCHOL
ARSHIP
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the Scots for A Greener Earth club 
at Saint Andrew’s School, which 
organized bimonthly events such as 
gleaning freshly picked fruits and 
vegetables to donate to local soup 
kitchens.

 Harper graduated from 
Saint Andrew’s School in Boca 
Raton, where she was not only 
an honors student but also started 
and captained the varsity lacrosse, 
basketball, and junior varsity 
volleyball teams, and helped 
champion the varsity swimming 
team at districts.  Harper was on 
the school’s Headmaster’s List 
for outstanding grades and was 
awarded the Saint Andrew’s 
Academic Achievement Award 
as a sophomore; as a senior she 
received the Duff Tyler Spirit 
Award, presented to the senior boy 
and senior girl athletes who have 
done the most to promote a healthy 
competitive spirit for their athletic 
teams and events by embodying 
the values of former coach David 
“Duff” Tyler: perseverance, 
selflessness, loyalty, teamwork  
and honor.

 Harper will be attending the 
University Of Alabama this fall 
and will be studying engineering.

Continued from page 8

 Justice says the church was like 
a second home to him;  his mother, 
Mindi Cole, is the church secretary 
and so he was around the church 
almost every day.  Justice is a 
graduate of Olympic Heights High 
School in Boca Raton and has been 
involved in the Youth Program 
at the church for a number of 
years.  In addition to participating 
on Youth Sundays he has been 
on several Youth Mission trips, 
including the recent trip to intercity 
Chicago working on projects with 
Habitat for Humanity and other 
religious intercity organizations.  
Justice says that he has made a 
number of amazing friends on 
these trips, and during one trip his 
small group gave him the nickname 
“Teddy Bear” which has since been 
adopted by the First Presbyterian 
Youth Group.

 In addition to helping with the 
audio-visual and live streaming 
presentation each Sunday, Justice 
has been a big help to Aaron Strippel, 
the church’s maintenance manager, 
through assisting him in setting up 
and maintaining the church for 
worship each week.  Justice says 
that Aaron has been a big help to 
him not only with his work but also 
with life issues because of their in-

depth conversations each Sunday.  
Justice also assisted during the 
recent church renovation project 
including the demolition of the 
various houses the church owned.  
All of these construction activities 
influenced what he wants to do 
in the future, and Justice will be 
attending Palm Beach State College 
to study Heating, Ventilation, and 
Air Conditioning (HVAC).

 Reverend Greg Rapier, 
Associate Pastor and leader of the 
Youth Group, says that “Justice 
has the rare ability to make friends 
with anyone, not because he seeks 
popularity but rather because of 
who he is.  Justice is a smart, 
Christian man with a strong work 
ethic and a kind spirit, and First 
Delray is a better place because 
of his presence.  Any school or 
workplace he attends will be better 
off because of him.”  We see that 
kind spirit every Sunday as he 
performs many tasks around our 
church, always with a loving smile 
and kind words.

 We wish Harper and Justice 
continued success in their education 
and all their future endeavors. 

v v v
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The Last Black Man  
in San Francisco

  Who can be said to truly 
“own” a home? Is it the architect 
who designed it or the carpenters 
who built it? Is it the bank or real 
estate company who owns the 
deed or property? Is it the families 
who live there, the successive 
generations of parents passing it 
down to their children who took 
their first steps on its floorboards?  
Or is it something more intangible 
and inexplicable? What if what 
makes a home a home is some inner 
sense of belonging?

  These questions haunt Jimmie 
(Jimmie Fails), an emotionally 
reticent young man obsessed with 
a quaint Victorian house built by 
his grandfather in San Francisco’s 
expensive Fillmore District in 
the 1940s. After the federal 
government forced out the native 
Japanese-Americans populating 
the neighborhood at the outbreak 
of World War II, his grandfather—
the self-described “First Black Man 

in San Francisco”—built it with 
his own two hands, mimicking the 
opulent mid-nineteenth-century 
architecture of the surrounding 
rowhouses, but adding a massive 
coned tower called a “witch’s 
hat” that reaches into the sky like 
a defiant fist. But as the decades 
went by the neighborhood began 
to change as the black families got 
priced out and affluent tech bros 
descended like locusts. Before long, 
Jimmie’s family was forced out too, 
and the gorgeous home was gobbled 
up by a pair of white retirees who 
let the gorgeous wood paneling and 
wainscoting rot. In their off-hours 
from work Jimmie and his best 
friend Mont (Jonathan Majors), 
a borderline Autistic playwright, 
sneak onto the property to fix up the 
place when the new owners aren’t 
there. For Jimmie, it’s not just a 
house—it’s his family birthright.

  So, when the current owners 
experience a tragedy and move 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 11



11

out, Jimmie and Mont move in 
as squatters; they re-install their 
family’s old furniture and trappings, 
transforming it from an empty 
house back into a home. How long 
they can stay there, especially after 
local real estate companies catch on 
that the house (listed at a whopping 
four million dollars) is empty, is 
another question altogether. This is 
the central conflict of Joe Talbot’s 
remarkable The Last Black Man 
in San Francisco, at once an 
achingly human drama and one of 
the most acerbic commentaries on 
gentrification in recent American 
cinema. The film rejects traditional 
cause-effect narrative storytelling in 
favor of a looser, more emotionally 
tactile and expressive approach, 
more reminiscent of poetry and 
experimental short stories than 
novels. The first twenty minutes—
particularly an astonishing opening 
montage meditating on the 
symbiosis between San Francisco 
and its largely vacated black 
population—does more to establish 
rhythm, tone, and atmosphere than 
plot: we watch Jimmie and Mont 
skateboard through town, comment 
on eccentric neighbors, putter 
about their blue collar jobs, and 
watch movies with Mont’s blind 
grandfather Allen (Danny Glover), 

with whom they’re both staying. 
So deliberately obtuse is Talbot’s 
plotting that we see Jimmie’s 
obsession with the old house 
long before we learn his family’s 
history with it, leading us to 
initially believe he’s some kind of 
guerrilla community improver like 
those old ladies who yarn-bomb 
neighborhood trees in the middle 
of the night. 

  As the film continues the 
house becomes a multivalent 
symbol of not just gentrification 
but the black experience itself, 
perhaps best seen in a scene where 
Mont invites Kofi (Jamal Trulove), 
a member of a group of local hoods 
who act as a ghettoized Greek 
chorus throughout the film, to hang 
out with them in the attic. As the 
three men smoke in their underwear 
and stare at the unfurnished ceiling, 
we realize just how unaccustomed 
they are to such surroundings—
the cavernous homes of their 
ancestors are now utterly alien to 
them, a generation who’ve known 
nothing but government housing or 
homelessness. For Jimmie, living 
in the house is an act of political 
defiance, a black reclaiming of a 
stolen neighborhood. 

Continued from page 10

  But, while very political, The 
Last Black Man in San Francisco 
is far from being an angry piece of 
agitprop. It’s about a house, only 
so far as said house is the center of 
a web connecting countless human 
lives—some good, some bad, most 
somewhere in the middle—eking 
out what meager lives they can in 
the shadow of circumstance and 
poverty. Talbot frequently diverts 
from the main action of the film for 
minor vignettes involving friends 
and strangers at Jimmie and Mont’s 
periphery: a raging neighborhood 
street preacher; Jimmie’s auntie 
living out in the hills with her 
skateboarding spouse; a polite elderly 
nudist. (According to my friend Odie 
Henderson, a fellow film critic and 
part-time San Franciscan, this isn’t a 
surrealistic sight in the city—a lot of 
old people really do just walk around 
in their birthday suits!) Here is a 
film about a city and the people who 
inhabit it, and though it sometimes 
suffers from sluggish pacing and the 
odd moment of pretentiousness, it’s a 
testament to the humanity that unites 
us all, even as it tears some of us 
apart. As Jimmie says in one scene to 
a couple of white women complaining 
about the city, “You can’t hate this 
city unless you love it.”
 

v v v
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email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team is taking a summer break.  However, prayer requests that come 
through our worship services or through the church office are still distributed by the church office 
to the prayer ministry team for individual prayer.

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.


