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Capital Campaign Update 

 As you all know, we ran a 
Capital Campaign during the 
months of March and April 
2016. Our goal was to obtain 
pledges of at least $3.5 million 
dollars to upgrade our facilities 
as identified by our Long 
Term Planning Committee. 
The proposed projects include 
enhancing and enlarging our 
parking areas, consolidating 
our ancillary campus meeting 
spaces into our existing 
Christian Education/multi-
purpose building, refreshing 
our CE/multi-purpose building,  
and expanding and enhancing our 
Narthex, including the addition of  
new restrooms. 

 We are off to a great start with 
our pledges and have just about 
$3 million of the $3.5 million 
goal committed to this project, 
or approximately 85%. We still 
need more though, and are 
asking each of you to consider 
what else you can do for your 
church on this project. If you 

by Kurt Bagwell and Rob and Joan Tanner, Capital Campaign Project Directors

have not committed yet, please 
consider doing so. If you have 
made a commitment (which was 
greatly appreciated!) and can 
increase your pledge by 10 %, 
that would be an excellent show 
of additional support!

 As for the projects themselves, 
our timeline is for work to start 
now (it already has) and be 
completed by mid-fall of 2017. 
The first order of business is to 
perform the enhancements on 
the Christian Education/multi-
purpose building. New windows 
(hurricane and energy rated), 
external doors, LED lighting, 
paint and flooring have all  
been quoted out, we’ve received 
some very competitive pricing, 
and work begins in June 2016, 
with a goal to complete it all by 
the end of August 2016. Once 
that is complete, the 5 “yellow 
houses” will come down in late 
summer/early fall 2016 and the 
landscape will truly begin to 
change for the better! 

 In parallel, our architects 
are working through detailed 
designs and plans for the bigger 
construction projects, and also 
beginning work with the City 
of Delray Beach in regards to 
gaining site plan approval and 
permits (which is no easy task!).

 We plan to continue to 
provide interim updates as  
the projects progress, and you 
will soon begin to see visible 
signs of progress! 

  v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor

 

Doing What We Can (LoCation: Cana)
“His mother told the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’”

John 2:5 (Common English Bible) 
 Jesus’ first miracle was in Cana, on the occasion of a wedding celebration. David 
A. Redding, a Presbyterian pastor, declares that this one miracle is a masterpiece to 
love.i Jesus makes an unforgettable impression that he knew how to laugh and have 
a good time. Though it goes without saying that moments of grief need God’s help, 
says Redding, this miracle demonstrates that gladness needs it, too. What is dominant 
in this story is not the miracle, or the wine, but Christ’s presence. Jesus showed-up 
when people were celebrating and having a good time. This says a great deal about 
Jesus. Jesus came to live with people and to love them – both in the midst of sorrow 
and loss, as well as in times of gladness and celebration. 

 From this miracle we make another discovery about Christ; Christ has both the 
power and desire to help people, even ordinary people like you and me. It is important 
that the wedding couple is never identified by name. Their name is irrelevant. They 
are, perhaps, ordinary people like us, busy celebrating their wedding with family and 
friends when something embarrassing happens – they simply run out of wine before 
the celebration has concluded. So, Jesus’ own mother comes to him and asks for his 
help. It is the most basic pattern of prayer; simply asking God for help.

 Naturally, Jesus does help. Jesus performs the first miracle of his ministry. But to 
read this story swiftly, without careful attention to how John, the evangelist, tells the 
story, is to miss a most powerful dynamic of how Jesus works miracles. Notice, Jesus 
never touches the six stone water jars mentioned in the story. Jesus turns to servants 
and asks that they do the work of filling them with water. Notice again, Jesus doesn’t 
draw water from the six jars. Jesus never touches the water at all. Jesus simply asks 
the servants to draw some water and deliver it to the headwaiter and they do. When the 
headwaiter tastes what has been drawn from the jars he comments that it is the finest 
wine of the celebration! The miracle of Jesus, the miracle of turning water into wine, 
follows when others first do what they can. 

 When there is a need or a problem in our lives, Jesus is concerned and stands 
ready to help. But this story teaches that we are expected to participate in our own 
miracle. Before Jesus fed the thousands, Andrew, one of Jesus’ disciples, first brought 
a little boy, with his lunch, to Jesus. Before a sick woman was healed, she touched 
the hem of Jesus’ garment. Before a blind man could see, he obeyed the command of 
Christ to go and wash his face in a pool. To receive a miracle from Christ, each one of 
us must do what we can. No person’s situation is so bad that they can’t do something. 
But it is after we have done what we can, that Jesus does what he needs to do. It is 
then that miracles happen. v
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by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
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Where to Begin
“Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
John 2:5 (Common English Bible)

 When the king in Alice in Wonderland was asked where to begin, he said gravely, “Begin at the 
beginning… and go on till you come to the end: then stop.” Begin at the beginning. Naturally, that guidance 
seems reasonable. That is, until you have to actually open your mouth, and speak. With thoughts racing from 
one place to another, it quickly becomes apparent that there are many fine places to begin. Jesus tells his 
disciples, here in Acts, “you will be my witnesses.” Where do the disciples begin? Where are we to begin? 
Sharing our faith in Jesus seems reasonable until we actually confront that moment – that moment when we 
are asked, “Who is Jesus?”

 That moment came to me one Easter morning. I was enjoying breakfast in a Doylestown, PA diner, 
looking over the message I would preach in just a few hours. Mary, the waitress assigned to the table where I 
was seated, approached with coffee and said, “I guess this is your big day, pastor!” “I guess so,” I remarked. 
Then Mary asked, “What is Easter all about anyway?” Initially, I dismissed her question, not thinking she 
was serious. But I was mistaken; Mary was very serious. It was then I took the time to really notice her, to 
look into her eyes and really see her. I will not forget those eyes - eyes that betrayed her silence; silence of 
considerable pain. “Where do I begin?” I thought. I began with her pain. “Easter means that you can stop 
beating yourself up. Whatever guilt you may have now, whatever mistakes you have made in life, Easter 
means that you are to stop immediately from beating yourself up. God has removed it all.”

 “But there is more,” I said to Mary. “Easter is an invitation to pay attention to Jesus.” I shared with 
Mary that as she paid attention to Jesus, by reading of him in the Bible, she will discover that she will want 
to be more than she is now. “Pay attention long enough to Jesus and you will experience a compulsion to 
be something more; you will begin to live differently.”  Mary needed to hear that Jesus doesn’t leave a life 
unchanged. Any significant time spent with Jesus always results in a desire to be made new. “Your whole 
world will appear different. You will want to be different.”

 “Finally, Mary, begin to follow Jesus as you learn about him.” I shared with her that what that means 
is to “do what he asks in his teaching.” Imagine Jesus as a mentor in life and do everything that is asked of 
you. Something inexplicable happens when someone commits to doing all that Jesus’ asks: they receive an 
uncommon power to do so. People who obey all that they understand of Jesus’ teachings receive a power 
from outside of themselves; a power that actually makes them something so much more than what they were. 
Mary began to cry and asked how to begin. That is when I knew I had come to the end. And there, in a diner 
in Doylestown, PA, Mary gave her life to Jesus.

  v v v
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 Please visit the Caps of 
Love Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/Caps-of-Love to 
see some of the children receiving 
their wheelchairs and visit  
www.capsoflove.com or our own 
website under Serve/Mission 
Opportunities to learn “What to 
Collect” and “How to Sort”.

v v v

 U.S. troops overseas continue 
to ship large boxes of plastic lids 
and caps to our local collection site 
here in South Florida.  One BIG 
box recently came from a U.S. Air 
Force troop in Dubai.  Other boxes 
have come from Air Force troops 
in Qatar and Kuwait as well as a 
U.S. Army troop in Afghanistan.

 By recycling polypropylene 
(#5) and polyethylene 
(#2 and #4) plastic caps 
and lids, Caps of Love 
raises money to provide 
wheelchairs for disabled 
children under the age of 
21 in the USA. #5, #2 and 
#4 lids and caps are three 
different grades of plastic 
and are valuable when 
sorted and sold in bulk. 
The companies which 
buy them make “post-
consumer” plastic used 
in making products such 
as composite decking, 
janitorial  supplies, 
shipping pallets, park 
benches, paint cans, automotive 
interiors and many other items. 

More About 
Caps of Love

by Alexandra Harris
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 Come join us on Tuesday and/or Thursday 
morning 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Holly House 
where we are gathering together to make things 
for our fall Holly Days Bazaar, refreshments are 
served.
 
 The Holly Days Bazaar dates for 2016 will 
be November 10, 11 and 12 (Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday). We are always looking for jewelry 
donations - please remember us and donate any 
pieces you no long wear and we will get them 
ready to sell at the bazaar.

 A happy and sad good bye to Edna Fisher who 
is moving and will be very much missed for her 
enthusiasm, hard work and unwavering support 
for the Holly House. 

Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

 Please don’t hesitate to join us, we have 
fun sharing and being together. It is a great 
opportunity to meet new friends – so please 
join us!  Questions?  Contact Donna King at 
(561) 523-6091.  

  v v v
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

Our Scholars: 
Building Faith 
Through Service 

 While Bailey Warren 
and Carly McNall are, in terms 
of age, just at the beginning of 
their Christian journeys, their 
applications for the Deacons’ 
scholarships tell a wonderful 
story of how their faith has been 
inspired and nurtured by the 
volunteer work that they have 
done through our church, their 
schools, and in the community.  

 Carly McNall grew up here 
at First Presbyterian Church of 
Delray Beach, learning both from 
the formal instruction that came 
from the Scriptures and from her 
many experiences as part of the 
Youth Group at Montreat, Night 
of Joy, and its mission efforts. 
Carly emphasizes what a huge 

 Bailey Warren has also been 
involved with First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach since her 
elementary years, and believing in 
God became a strong center for her 
very early in her life. Since her parents 
were not active church members, 
her attendance and participation was 
sporadic until she joined the Youth 
Group, which made all the difference. 
Connecting with other youth, their 
families, and wonderful youth pastors 
who could help her feel included and 
give her guidance in growing her faith, 
Bailey found her place, and flourished. 
Like Carly, she participated in the 
Youth Group’s mission trips, learning 
that there are many opportunities to 
share Christian love, some quite close 
to home. She put this into practice by 
beginning to volunteer at local nursing 
homes and children’s hospitals where 
she used her musical talents to bring 
moments of joy to the patients there. 
As a member of the Junior Honor 
Society, Bailey helped to raise money 

impact the Immokalee, Florida mission 
trip had on her faith.  She says, very 
honestly, that that trip taught her what it 
means to love those who are, upon first 
contact, so different from ourselves 
that our natural instinct may be to shy 
away, rather than reach out to help. 
This point has been driven home to 
her by her volunteer work at the Palm 
Beach County Youth Court, where she 
has worked weekly for three years.  
As part of a jury that hears cases of 
youth who are looking to get a second 
chance rather than a jail term, she has 
chosen to see beyond their offences to 
understand the factors that motivated 
them to take these actions. Having 
received training in anti-bullying from 
the Anti-Defamation League, Carly has 
also served as a mediator among her 
high school peers. Already a talented 
photographer, Carly will be studying 
Interior Design at Philadelphia 
University. Wherever she goes, she 
will take her strong sense of empathy 
and the belief that all people deserve to 
be treated as children of God.

Role Models Among Us:
Our Deacons’ Scholarship Winners  

and Another New Deacon
Our 2016 Deacons’ Scholarship awardees and one of our newest Deacons teach us an important lesson:  

faith grows and is sustained when we put it to work through service.
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for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society and continued working with 
the National Honor Society in high 
school as its Community Outreach 
Coordinator, as well as participating in 
other service-based clubs.  Recently, 
she has volunteered at Allegro Senior 
Living and at Big Dog Ranch Rescue. 
Bailey will be pursuing a career as a 
commercial musician as she begins 
her studies at Belmont University in 
Nashville, TN – a Christian college 
where Bailey says her faith journey 
will continue. Stay tuned.

Linda Molespini:  
Following a Tradition 
of Service 

 Linda has been at our church 
for about five years, but she has been 
a Presbyterian all of her life.  If fact, 
she was a member of the church in 
her small town in New York for 51 
years!  The size of that congregation 
made her somewhat amazed to find so 
many Presbyterians in one place here 
on Gleason Street, but she has found 
her niche.  Her mother was an Elder 
and a Deacon in her home church, 
and Linda says that she would be 
proud that her daughter has now taken 
on this commitment. Linda quickly 
became involved with a number of 

activities here, including the Monday 
Morning Women’s Bible Study, the 
Adult Sunday School class, Wonderful 
Wednesdays, the Rummage Sale, 
Capital Campaign, and the Talent 
Show. (Look closely next time you see 
her: Linda was one of our Supremes!) 
Since she is a snowbird who summers 
in Long Island, NY, she looks forward 
to opportunities in the fall to be 
involved with the Deacons’ Christmas 
Tree and other initiatives that involve 
the whole congregation. In addition 
to all she has already contributed to 
the church, before even becoming a 
Deacon, she has done volunteer work 
with Family Promise, one of the not-
for-profit organizations supported by 
our church.

 Join us in wishing God’s blessings 
to Carly and Bailey as they start college 
life, and in welcoming Linda to our 
Deacon team. One of the greatest joys 
of Christian fellowship is that there are 
those all around us, young and perhaps 
not quite so young, who can inspire and 
teach us by their examples of service to 
the Lord.

v v v 
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 As you all now know, 
the angels came for my life-
long partner, Sergio Puig, 
on May 27th.  Although 
most of you have seen 
him because he played 
here every Christmas Eve 
for the past twenty years, 
and also participated in 
other worship services and 
concerts, most of you did 
not know Sergio and what 
he meant to me. 

 Sergio was born in 
Cuba and came to South 
Florida in 1969, the same 
year my family moved 
here from New Jersey. 
Sergio and I met at Florida 
State University; he was 
getting a bachelor’s in 
music in piano, and I 
was getting a master’s of 
music in organ. We met on 
Valentine’s Day in 1981, and have 
been together ever since. Sergio 
was the principal accompanist at 
Florida Grand Opera for almost 
two decades, and always in 
constant demand as a freelance 
accompanist. A little secret, Sergio 
was responsible for getting many 
of the singers you have heard 
at worship services throughout 
the years. He was sort of a First 
Presbyterian agent. I remember 
Sergio many times coming home 
from opera rehearsal saying, “I 
just heard this great singer, the 
folks at your church would love 
him or her!” 

 Our relationship was perfect, 
he was my joy in life. Whether it 

Thank You
by Don Cannarozzi, Organist / Director of Music

was riding our sports bikes, riding 
roller coasters, flying to Key 
West in one of my flying club’s 
airplanes, playing piano duets,  
or just sitting on the couch 
watching Seinfeld reruns, we 
loved every moment we shared 
together. We hated being apart, if 
even for a few days.  

 I got the news that Friday 
afternoon he collapsed at one of 
his Crossfit classes. He was in 
great shape and prided himself that 
at fifty-three years old, he could 
still wear his 1980 high school 
graduation class t-shirt. When I 
got the call I figured he just pushed 
himself too far and passed out from 
exhaustion. I experienced the most 

devastating moment in 
my life when I arrived 
at the hospital and heard 
those dreaded words, 
“His heart stopped and 
we did everything we 
could to save him.” As of 
today, there is no medical 
explanation why he died. 
He had not even begun 
his exercise class. The 
medical examiner saw 
nothing that caused the 
heart attack, his tissues 
have been sent for further 
analysis to see what went 
wrong. I was comforted 
to know there was a 
paramedic at the Crossfit 
class who immediately 
began CPR. It was just 
his time to go and leave 
me all alone.

 When our former 
pastor’s son succumbed to brain 
cancer at a young age I remember 
thinking how could Dr. Bush have 
any faith after such a tragedy. 
Strangely, I feel a renewed faith 
from Sergio’s passing. I believe I 
owe that in part to you good folks 
who have allowed me to share 
music’s powerful spirituality at 
this church for the past twenty 
years. I know the music I help 
create here brings us closer to  
God, strengthens my faith, and 
is helping me get through my 
profound grief. The thought that we 
live in the hope of the resurrection 
now has personal meaning for me. 
Maybe someday God will provide 
some explanation for this tragedy. 
For now, I pray my beloved Sergio 
rests in God’s eternal light. v 
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Chancel Flowers
by Linda Prior

 Mary and Don Thompson are the Deacons 

in charge of delivering flowers that beautify our 

Sanctuary on Sunday mornings. Nancy Graham and 

Dick and Sally Brush donated flowers in memory of 

Malcolm Graham, Nancy’s husband, and Eleanor 

Wheeler, the mother of Nancy and Sally. The 

flowers were delivered to Harbour’s Edge Health 

Center in honor of the nurses who took care of their 

mother.  Every week after the service, the flowers 

are delivered to shut-ins or people who the donors 

wish to remember.  

 

 If you would like to donate flowers for 

the Sanctuary, contact Linda Prior, 330-0245,  

Linda_Prior@hotmail.com. v

We Welcome to Our Membership . . .

Jonathan Hendrix
Barbara Henn

Eric Hord
MeKenzie Hord
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Summer Spectacular Sunday School
 Each Sunday during the summer, the children in elementary school are exploring who God is with a 
different workshop during the Sunday School time. Each Sunday will be a unique time of fun and faith led by 
different people in the church. Nursery and Bible Bunch will continue as normal. We hope that this will make 
the summer a fun time for everyone in the church!

 b June 19th  
  Holly House Ladies will lead the children in a Father’s Day Craft.

 b June 26th  
  Grace will have a cookie bake with the children.

 b July 3rd  
  This will be a Family Sunday. We will encourage children to stay in church so they can 

experience Communion and worship.

 b July 10th 
  Exploring God’s creation of water.  Hint…we are going to get wet.

 b July 17th  
  Aaron Strippel will lead the children on a scavenger hunt throughout the church grounds.  Wear 

cool clothes!  It will be hot!

 b July 24th 
  Martha Smith will have a special Sunday School for the children that focuses on music.

 b July 31 – August 21 
  Grace Hood will take four Sundays to talk about how we welcome children to the Lord’s house.  

We will discuss liturgy, communion, baptism and parts of the service.  This will be done in a 
kid friendly way!

 b August 28th and September 4th 
  Jim Poch will teach the children how to play the chimes.

 All summer long the children of the church are learning about worshipping in the Lord’s House.  Every 
week there will be a short note in the bulletin to explain different aspects of our Worship Space.  Keep track to 
see how savvy you are about the church!

v v v 

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children
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 Everyone who helped Vacation Bible School in early 
June deserves a huge thank you!  It was a wonderful success. 
During the week of June 6th -10th, sixty children and thirty-
five volunteers came together for a time of play, study, song, 
crafts, mission and snacks.  Sharing the love of Jesus in our 
Deep Sea Adventure was our goal.  It was exciting to hear 
the children singing and praying!  The children truly learned 
that God is with us no matter where we go! v

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Vacation  
Bible School
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry of 
prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets once a week, on Wednesdays. from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. in the Christian Learning Center. These meetings are for the purpose of honoring prayer 
requests that come through our worship services or through the church office. Each request is 
handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a name and address, a card 
will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the request was received. You are 
invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (414-9165). Sharon will 
be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.

Prayer Ministry Team


