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Meet Our Nursery Workers
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

A manda

Tidmore recently
graduated from South Technical
High School with certifications in
CPR,
Emergency
Medical
Responder, Nursing Assistant,
Home Health Aide, and Patient
Care, among other certifications.
She is a familiar face in the Nursery
as she has been taking care of
children for several years. Amanda
will be attending FAU in the fall
but will continue to work in our
Nursery.

Liz Landes is 16 years old
and will be entering the 10th grade
at Boca Raton Community High
School. She enjoys writing pieces
for different projects. She is most
passionate in the calling from God
for her to devote her time to
helping people, which brings her
self-satisfaction and leaves her just
as happy as the person being
helped. She is also a swimmer for
a club team and practices when not
working with children.

Nate Hood has a master’s degree
from Tisch at NYU. He is presently
writing articles for a number of
online publications as well as The
Spire. He also recently published
an article in Presbyterian’s Today
magazine. Nate has helped with
many
children’s
programs
throughout the years.
v v v
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From My Heart to Yours
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor
Moderator – Presbytery of Tropical Florida

Jessi Higginbotham, M.Div.

WHY GO TO CHURCH?

Associate Pastor

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been raised.
On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue as he
normally did and stood up to read.”

Jo Garnett, M.C.E.
Associate for Pastoral Care

Donald J. Cannarozzi, M.M., J.D.
Organist / Director of Music

James K. Poch, S.M.M.

Luke 4:16 (Common English Bible)

People are leaving the church – one major study indicates that people are
scrambling for the exit doors of the church. Those who remain are becoming
less frequent in worship. The felt need for a personal faith is undiminished.
Religious convictions remain strong in our nation according to the same study.
And many strive to live in a manner that is in accordance with those
convictions. The difficulty is that people are becoming impatient with the
church as an institution.

Luke’s Gospel records of Jesus, “On the Sabbath he went to the synagogue
as he normally did.” This observation is made as a sidebar in a larger narrative
but it is noteworthy. What it tells us is that the personal habits of Jesus included
as a priority the regular participation in corporate worship. Naturally, Jesus
knew, as any of us that God can be worshipped anywhere. He could have found
support in his day that holy moments can be realized in quiet meditation and
private prayer, under the open sky. In fact, each of the four Gospels record Jesus
doing just that – moments of prayer in a garden, upon a mountain and –
agonizingly – upon a cross. Each place made sacred by prayer and personal
worship. Nonetheless, on the day of the week when the faith community
gathered for public worship, Jesus was present.

Close attention to the Gospel stories offer nuanced clues that much of the
preaching Jesus heard was boring and the worship uninspiring. Yet, the fact of
the matter is that the character of the worship services did not affect his
attendance. For Jesus, the house of God was a spiritual home. It was where the
people of God belonged. Participation in shared worship offered a reminder
that life is lived for something larger and finer and more enduring than a
preoccupation of the individual life. As Theodore Roosevelt once wrote to his
wife, “I feel that as much as I enjoy loafing, there is something higher for which
to live.”1

Yet, right at the end of this brief verse in Luke’s Gospel lay the most
compelling answer for the question, “Why go to church?” Jesus stood up to
read. Corporate worship provides the opportunity of contribution, as well as
the receiving of religious experience. A shared witness and a mutual
encouragement in our faith journey are simply absent in private moments of
worship and prayer. The church may struggle with tedium and uninspired
worship from time to time. But worship is not about us – and our needs – as
much as it is about the community of God’s people and how we might be used
to strengthen one another. v
1David McCullough, Mornings On Horseback (New York: Simon& Shuster, 2001), 30.
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

DISCIPLESHIP MATTERS
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“No better testing ground for prayer can be found
than one’s own personal life.”
(John Sutherland Bonnell)

vvv

A Basic Approach to Spiritual Growth
Formative Practices
Worship Regularly
Pray Daily
Learn & Apply God’s Word
Participate in a Ministry
Give Financially
Time in Solitude with God
Identify a regular time each day to be alone with God for a minimum of twenty minutes reading the
Bible and prayer. Also helpful is the use of a devotional guide such as Dr. Hood’s Heart & Soul
available from the church.
Time in Community with Others
One hour each week, spend time with one or more people reading the Bible and discussing the
application to life today. Also share how your faith is growing or faith challenges you are facing. This
may be done with a spouse, children, or friends. Make it enjoyable with a beverage and snacks.
Time Sharing Your Faith with Another
Our faith expands richly by sharing with another person how we are personally experiencing God or
what we are discovering by our personal reading of the Bible. Be intentional and do this once or twice
each year with different people like colleagues at work or friends in social circles.
© W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

The Deacons’ Secret Weapon: Our Amazing Church Staff

From our previous articles, you
can see that the Deacons are a busy
group year-round, and every day,
working either as a team or
individually to support the life of our
congregation. But little that we do
could be done without some very
special people on our church staff who
offer particular support to the activities
of the Deacons: Jo Garnett, Nancy
Fine, Paula Hare, Christine Davis,
Aaron Strippel, Miles Knapp, and
Rita Avery. We always look good
because they are behind the scenes
making sure that we have everything
we need to be successful in our role.
So this month, we want to pause to
thank each of them for the big and
little things that they do, to the glory
of God, which are so essential to our
ability to serve.
What can we say about Jo
Garnett? She is our super-Deacon,
our role model, our spiritual support
in her calm and knowing way, and the
pastoral guidance for all that we do.
Along with Nancy, she ensures that
Deacons are there when an illness or
death occurs in our congregation, and
we, in turn, funnel back information
to her on our flocks, enabling us to
work in partnership to minister to
those in need of support. At the
beginning of our monthly meetings,
she leads us in prayer for all those in
and outside of our congregation to
whom we extend our mission of
caring, and at the end she joins us in
our circle as we say the Lord’s Prayer
before going our separate ways to
serve – knowing she is there if we
need guidance as we tend our flocks.
As most of us know, the
ultimate dynamo behind the welloiled administrative machine that runs
First Delray Beach is Nancy Fine. I
think some Sunday mornings she
must magically clone herself because
she is everywhere -- seemingly at the

same time! She is the ultimate test of
whether all things and people are in their
proper places. Back in the office, she works
tirelessly to ensure that the congregation
lists are accurate and that each Deacon’s
flock is continuously updated. She knows
everyone, and has the answer to any
situation, whether it is handling a homeless
person who comes by the church or
planning for a memorial service. She is
there with not only solutions, but
emotional support.

Paula Hare is one of those very
behind-the-scenes people who also keeps
everything running smoothly, without
demanding any of the limelight for herself.
Along with Nancy, Paula ensures that we
have all the information we need about our
flocks and each other, and that we all know
where we are supposed to be and when. She
makes sure we turn in our monthly reports
to Session on time, and helps with many
other administrative details. She did heroic
duty for our No Talent/Talent Show by
taking in the auction items and then
supervising their arrangement for the event,
which ended up taking several days.
You can’t run any kind of an
organization without some financial
guidance, and the Deacon Treasurer gets
enormous support from Christine Davis, our
church Accountant. From my own
experience, having asked for help in
explaining our finances to you in this
column, she is incredibly patient and
understands how to speak to all of us nonaccountants in a way that we can actually
understand! Like our other staff members,
she is personally involved with our
congregation, understands the work of the
Deacons, and is always there when we need
her help.
Maybe Aaron has those same
magical powers as Nancy of being
everywhere at once? On Sunday morning,
he’s outside in the parking lot, then inside,
helping to be sure all of the chairs, books,
and pews are in order. Many of our events
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require set up of tables, etc., and Aaron
makes sure that we always have what we
need. We know that the physical plant is
cheerfully well taken care of and we can
depend on his help to solve any challenges
we might face. It is so reassuring to see his
smiling and capable face!

Miles is listed as our “Video
Technician,” but he must have one of those
clauses in his job description that says “and
any other duties requested or assigned.” I
understand he quickly solved the sound
problems for the recent performance of the
“Supremes” at our Talent Show. But like
other members of the staff, he knows First
Delray Beach inside out and can help with
almost anything. I think we should make
him an honorary Deacon based on the
caring way that he greets each person in our
congregation. It’s clear that our older
members particularly appreciate his helping
hand as they navigate into and out of the
Sanctuary.
Many of you may not know Rita
Avery, who officially serves as our
custodian but, in her quiet and cheerful way,
does so much more. She is always there
when we have a food function in the
Fellowship Hall, and the Deacons say she
can take any edible thing they make and
bring in – no matter how unappetizing it
may look to them when they arrive, arrange
it on a plate, and declare it lovely! She is a
joy to work with and a tremendous help to
our Deacon team.
When I asked my fellow Deacons for
their input, many mentioned some common
characteristics that all of the staff share: they
are always willing to interrupt their normal
duties to answer a question or help with a
problem we might present, and most
important – they are always smiling,
reminding us of what it means to cheerfully
and joyfully serve the Lord.
Thank you to our church staff who
support us; you are truly a blessing.
vvv

Our 2015 Deacon Scholarship Winners –
Showing Us the Way to Greater Service
by Mary Martinéz

It’s that time of year again
when the Deacons have the joy
of bringing one of our ongoing
projects to fruition:
the
awarding of college scholarships
to deserving young people from
the First Delray Beach
congregation. Based on your
generosity as a congregation, we
were pleased this year to be able
to extend scholarships to three of
our seniors: Jesse Esteves,
Carley Meeks, and Amanda
Tidmore. Recipients of the scholarships are
required to be church members, have been
active participants in youth activities
sponsored by the church and community;
to submit an application with
recommendations, and write an essay
describing “How I have been enriched by
my church and community involvement.”
We’d like to introduce you to each of them.

Jesse Esteves became a member of
First Presbyterian in 2010, when he was
also confirmed, but his church participation
in the Delray Beach area goes back much
earlier to his membership in the Church by
the Sea and its youth group. During his
high school career, Jesse not only was a
strong student and outstanding athlete, but
was also a Teacher Assistant and held a
number of part-time jobs. Like our other
scholarship recipients, he participated in
many church and community volunteer
projects and programs. In addition to
helping with youth sports (Little League
and tennis) programs, Jesse contributed his
energy and talents to Habitat for Humanity
(as a Volunteer and Crew Leader), Relay for
Life, and several youth mission trips, one to
Puerto Rico with our church, and another to
Ocala, Florida with the Church by the Sea.
Jesse says that the opportunities he has had
to learn from the Bible, peers, and church
staff have taught him to see the world in a
different light and made him more caring
and understanding: he has learned that

Agriculture, and says she looks
forward to continuing to build her
faith.

“everyone deserves my respect, kindness
and patience.” Jesse will be pursuing a
degree in Coastal Environmental Sciences
at Flagler College.

Carley Meeks has been a member of
First Delray Beach for five years, first
attending our youth group in 7th grade.
While maintaining a high grade-point
average, Carley has taken a strong
leadership role in the Delray Beach youth
community, especially through her work
with the Youth Council, which she joined in
6th grade and for which she served as
President in 2014-15. She has also
volunteered in the Cornell Museum for the
Arts reading program for children from
disadvantaged backgrounds, Key Club,
UF’s Alachua Conservation Trust, and
Education Rocks (sponsoring a child in Bali
through two years of school). She
participated in our youth mission trip to
New Orleans, and served as a volunteer
group leader for Vacation Bible School at
Trinity Lutheran. Carley says that her
favorite activity with our church has been
the youth retreats, but clearly she has also
gained a tremendous satisfaction from the
mission trips, about which she writes, “…
just being able to see their faces when we
finished was all the reward I needed.”
Carley appreciates what the community
inside and outside of First Presbyterian has
given her – a strong foundation for her life.
She will be attending University of Illinois
at Urbana, working toward a B.S. in
5

Amanda Tidmore is perhaps
most familiar to many of us for her
musical contributions to the church
as a pianist, handbell player, and
singer. She has been a member at
First Delray Beach for six years,
serving as an active and
enthusiastic worker in our nursery
care program, a Deacon, a
Vacation Bible School leader, and a devoted
participant in our youth group and its
mission efforts. She says, “…the love and
support this church has given me has helped
me give that love to others, whether they are
of the same religion as myself or not.” She
has demonstrated her desire to “give back”
the love she has felt from our congregation
through participation in six mission trips,
and many other youth and church
endeavors. In addition to her regular high
school classes, Amanda has studied nursing
at the South Tech Charter Academy,
achieving nursing certifications that make
her qualified to obtain a job in the healthcare
industry. Throughout, she, like our other
recipients, has combined strong academic
performance with commitment to family,
church and community, surmounting some
real challenges in her early life to achieve
these successes. Amanda is attending FAU
this fall, pursuing her dream to obtain a
degree in music and responding to a desire
to fully use the special talents that God has
given her.
Please congratulate all of the
scholarship recipients and keep
them in your prayers as they begin
their college careers.
vvv

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT
by Kurt Bagwell, Sr.

Last year, the church completed and published results of a Long Term Strategic Plan. That plan called for a review of
the church’s physical facilities. A committee has studied this issue, come up with preliminary areas of need, and a
professional consultant was brought in to help get feedback from the full congregation for the committee to use the feedback
to help guide final decisions.
Below are the highlights of those surveys. In addition, we received many written comments. All of the feedback was
very insightful, and it is being studied right now by the Trustees, Session, and the committee with the intent of creating a
final plan to be approved by Session.
A Capital Campaign will then be launched to raise the funds for the approved projects, as these funds are above and
beyond what is collected each year in the normal Stewardship Campaign which funds cover the normal operating budget.
As the plans for the work become clear, the congregation will again be informed. We are trying to maintain a high
level of openness and communication on this project.
Thank you to all who provided survey feedback.
Kurt Bagwell, Se., Chair

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH
CAPITAL FEASIBILITY STUDY MAY 2015
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LEADERSHIP
Leadership Interviewees and Questionnaire Respondents suggested the names of 66 individuals they trust to give leadership
and direction to a capital campaign.
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W ORTH WATCHING
“C HOCOLA T ”
A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, New York University

That is, at least, until a strong
People

follow the rules in
Lansquenet-sous-Tannes. But then
again, they don’t have much of a
choice. The villagers of this small
French village live and work, worship
and pray like wind-up automatons.
Their mayor, the imposing Comte de
Reynaud (Alfred Molina), smiles over
recollections of the time his ancestors
forced the Protestants out of the village
generations ago as he scribbles
“corrections” to the local parish priest’s
Sunday sermon. In his quest for moral
rectitude, he births a stillborn
community:
colorless,
joyless,
suffocated. Down the street is a
nervous young woman driven to
uncontrollable kleptomania by the
hands of her abusive husband.
Crossing the square now is a dying old
woman forbidden from ever seeing her
grandson because her daughter has
declared her a “bad influence.” But
never mind them. There is no room for
their heartbreaks and struggles in the
perfect village of Lansquenet-sousTannes. Such is life in the world of
Lasse Hallström’s Chocolat (2000).

wind blows Vianne Rocher (Juliette
Binoche) and her daughter Anouk
(Victoire Thivisol) into town. To the
horror of the Comte, they open a
chocolate shop. Even worse, they do so
on the first day of Lent. But one by
one, Vianne transforms the people of
Lansquenet-sous-Tannes. She offers
them chocolates and sweets seemingly
custom made for their temperaments
and personalities: a mug of hot
chocolate spiced with chili powder
here, a pouch of Guatemalan cocoa
nips there. But Vianne offers more than
just sugar: she offers a kind heart, a
sympathetic ear, and love, love, love.

Suddenly color returns to the
village. The battered wife leaves her
husband and begins working at the
chocolate shop. The old woman
reconciles with her grandson and
daughter. But her greatest triumph is
with the Comte. Ever so slowly, she
chips away at his fierce veneer and
discovers not a giant, not a tyrant, but
a wounded man clinging onto the
exercise of his office’s power as the
only facet of his life that he has any
control over. Vianne doesn’t just save
the people of Lansquenet-sous-Tannes,
she heals them.
9

All of Vianne’s gifts of chocolate
were against the rules of Lent; a time
of fasting and self-denial. But for
Vianne, the rules were irrelevant: she
saw that the villagers were in pain and
she resolved herself to helping them
however she could. In the Gospel of
Mark, Jesus encounters a similar
situation where he is challenged by
Pharisees after his disciples pick grain
to eat on the Sabbath. But Jesus was
not fooled by their bureaucratic
insistence on following the rules to the
letter of the law. Jesus knew that if his
disciples didn’t pick grain, they would
go hungry that night. Now, Jesus never
claims that rules aren’t important. But
pay close attention to what he said in
verse 27: “The Sabbath was made for
man, not man for the Sabbath.” Rules,
like the Sabbath, were created to help
mankind. The moment that rules begin
to hurt instead of help they should be
ignored. And so Jesus’ disciples ate
bread that night. And so the people of
Lansquenet-sous-Tannes found new
wholeness in chocolate.
vvv

Journeying
Through Grief
by Rev. Jo Garnett,
Associate for Pastoral Care

Journeying Through Grief is a set of
four short booklets which your Stephen
Ministry sends to those at four crucial times
during a grieving process, during the first
year after the loss of a loved one.
Book I - A Time to Grieve is sent
3 weeks after a loss
Book II - Experiencing Grief is sent
3 months after a loss
Book III - Finding Hope and Healing
is sent 6 months after a loss
Book IV - Rebuilding and
Remembering is sent 11 months
after a loss

Each short booklet focuses on what
a person is likely to experience during that
point in the grieving process. They offer
understanding, empathy, compassion and
hope.

First Presbyterian Church of Delray
Beach sends these helpful books via
Stephen Ministry to our members who have
experienced the loss of a loved one. Please
contact Rev. Jo Garnett (276-6338, ext. 18)
if you or someone you know would benefit
from this ministry.
vvv

Youth Mission Trip with DOOR Miami
by Elizabeth Landes

The youth of First Presbyterian
Church of Delray Beach had the
fantastic opportunity to serve the
community with the organization
called DOOR Miami. DOOR
partners with agencies that are
nonprofits and need a few extra
volunteer help. One of the agencies
that we were so grateful to serve in
was Miami Rescue Mission where
we were given a tour of the facility,
then we helped with sorting clothes
in the thrift shop, and finally, we
served meals in the kitchen. Miami
Rescue Mission provides so much to
the homeless population by
providing the necessities that we
need to sustain life, like shelter,
food, clothes, education, and
medical care. Since 1922, Miami
Rescue Mission has provided meals,
shelter, life-changing programs—
and hope—to men, women and
children in need. Last year they
served over 550,000 meals, and
220,000 nights of safe shelter were
provided to people in need.
The next agency we worked
with was Missionaries of Charity of
Mother Teresa which is run by nuns
and opened its doors in 1980 to care
for the poorest of the poor in
Miami's inner city. They currently
operate a shelter for homeless
women and children near Jackson
Memorial Hospital. Dinner and
breakfast is provided, as well as
emergency clothing and toiletries.
This agency has a soup kitchen that
opens its doors from 9:30 a.m. to 11
a.m., Fridays through Wednesdays
and serves anyone who comes to the
gate. We got to serve two of the soup
kitchen meals which had roughly
108 people at each seating so we
served about 216 total that day.

The final agency that we
worked with was Farm Share. Last
year, Farm Share distributed
26,480,635 pounds of food to
hungry families, children, seniors
and veterans. More than half of that
amount was farmer donated
produce, fresh milk, and juices.
While we were there we worked as
an assembly line around a table. We
put food into bags and the last
person tied the bags. We had
someone count how many bags we
completed and we bagged over
1,500 packages in about three hours
of working together.
While we were serving in
Miami, Christ the King Lutheran
Church served at the same places
and times as us. For the second year
in the row, they allowed us to use
their facilities which we greatly
appreciated it.
Elizabeth is going to be
a sophomore at Boca High School.
She is an avid swimmer, works in
our Nursery, and loves babysitting.
vvv
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Journey Off the Map
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

We know that God is with us at all times!

God guides us, gives us wonderful examples of how to follow
Him and God promises to always be with us through the unknown. Through the story of Daniel the children at
VBS heard and experienced how faithful God is to us.

Around 45 children participated as 32 volunteers worked their magic. The children played games, ate
wonderful snacks, learned great music, made crafts, and heard the story of God’s love.

During our Friday wrap-up, over 100 children, parents and volunteers enjoyed pizza! The children also sang
the theme song during church.

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard
to make this week a wonderful success!
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6 Simple Things a FirstTime Church Guest Likes
This article was originally published at ThomRainer.com on June 24, 2015. Thom S. Rainer serves as President and CEO
of LifeWay Christian Resources. Among his greatest joys are his family: his wife Nellie Jo; three sons, Sam, Art, and Jess;
and seven grandchildren. Dr. Rainer can be found on Twitter @ThomRainer and at facebook.com/Thom.S.Rainer.

I

have
written
rather
extensively on first-time church
guests at this blog. Even more
importantly, I have received
hundreds of responses from church
leaders, church members, and
church guests about this issue.

I took the opportunity to look
specifically at the comments from
first-time guests. After completing
this exercise, I was surprised to find
that the preferences of these guests
can be catergoized into six simple
groups.

Keep in mind, you are hearing
only from the self-identified firsttime guests. Each category has one
or more direct comments I
received.
Here are
requests:

their

six

simple

1. Be genuinely friendly.
“I can tell when someone has a
genuine smile and a genuine
concern for me.” “I don’t like the
stand-and-greet time because it
seems like many of the members
are forced to be friendly.” “I love
churches where people are
smiling.”

2. Don’t put me on the spot.
“Don’t ask me to raise my hand.”
“Don’t stand up and greet each
other while I’m asked to sit down.”
“Please don’t ask me to introduce
myself before the entire church.”
3. Provide clear directions.
“Make certain your websites have
the church address and the times of
worship services on the home
page.” “Have clear signage in the
parking lot when I enter.” “Please
have clear signage when I enter the
building.”
4. Please be empathetic.
“I am a single mom with four
children. Please understand it’s a
struggle to get to church.” “I am an
introvert who is scared to death
when I visit a church. Please don’t
invade my personal space too
much.” “I can’t afford the clothes
many people can. Please don’t look
down on me.”
5. Show joy in your lives.
“I came to church expecting people
to have obvious joy in their lives.”
“Your ushers look like grumpy old
men and women.” “There was
something intangible about the
third church I visited. I never went
to another church after that.”
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6. Don’t be rude.
“Don’t tell me I’m in your seat. If
you do, I will be happy to get up
and never return.” “Don’t make me
walk over you to get to a seat.”
“Why did they tell me I didn’t look
like I belonged here?”

I wonder what it would be like
if all of our first-time guests found
our churches joyous, courteous,
informative, and friendly. Think
about how God might bless them
and us. It’s really not that difficult.
These first-time guests are only
asking for basic courtesies and
considerations.

vvv

Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

Can you believe that we are now
thinking about November 13th and
14th. Those will be the dates of the
Holly Days Bazaar in 2015. Holly
House workshops are now open,
preparing for our Early Bird Christmas
Sale.

Each Tuesday and Thursday see a
wonderful group of church women and
their friends gathering to make things
for the sale. Some of them are talented
crafters, many are not, but all find that
there are different jobs they can do, and
they may have hidden talents and skills
they never used before. However you

view yourself, there is a place for you
here, and a lot of camaraderie to be
enjoyed.

W

e meet from 9:30 to 11:30
ostensibly, but usually there will be
some who keep working and enjoy
having lunch together, which may be
something brought from home or sent
out for. Very often, one of the workers
will provide a big pot of soup or a
casserole for the group. There are
always cookies and cake for helping
yourself (The army is not the only
group that “travels on its stomach!”).

We get a lot of work done in our
peaceful, cool workrooms. Newcomers
are very welcome. We have nametags

which help us to painlessly learn
people’s names. Don’t be timid about
coming in by yourself, we’re a friendly
bunch and you will be welcome
whenever you come. No reservations
are need, just come if you can.

P

lease bring your costume
jewelry to pass along. Our jewelry
committee cleans, adjusts, and prices
everything for the sale. The diversity
of these articles is amazing. Let’s add
to the collection.

We are a friendly church and the
Holly House ladies are the best
representation of that spirit. Try us,
you’ll like us!
vvv

Christmas Eve Of fering Update
by Kari Shipley

At a recent Mission Outreach
Committee Meeting, we were able
to present Mr. Gumbs our third
vehicle to a deserving family.
Joined by Steve Muschlitz from
Wheels from the Heart, smiles were
seen in everyone’s faces.

Our

fourth vehicle was
recently delivered to another Adopt
A Family recipient. These vehicles
along with a fifth car soon will
enable these families to get to work,
drive their children to school, get to
doctor appointments and go to the
grocery store. It is life changing for
all these families! Thank you to all
those in of our church for making a
big difference in the lives of these
families!

Jeanne Heavilin, Mary Jane Sickel, and Kari Shipley from our Mission
Outreach Committee, with Steve Muschlitz and Wheels From the Heart
board members along with our recipient Mr Gumbs and his new van.

vvv
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you
are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter,
please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.

Church School
Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.

Our Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

