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The Community Church by the Sea

Wonderful
Wednesday
by Chris Del Mastro

Wonderful Wednesday

is a
weekly program that will begin
on September 18th. It will start at
5:30 p.m. with a time to catch up
with friends and make new ones.
Dinner will be served from 5:45
to 6:15 p.m. There will be a time
of music and prayer prior to the
programs which will run from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and have
different speakers and topics each
week. The Kids’ Choir will
practice with Mr. Poch while the
adults are enjoying the program.
Dr. Hood will be our first speaker
on Wednesday, September 18th.

The cost for dinner is $5 for
children, $7 for adults and $20
maximum per family. Beginning in
September, you can sign up for
dinner following the worship service
in the Courtyard, make your
reservation each week on the church
website,
www.firstdelray.com
(under Resources, Upcoming
Events) or call the church office
(276-6338). Please make your
reservation by Monday afternoon
each week, so the chefs will know
how many to cook for.
Join us.
All are welcome!
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Summer 2013

Faith,
Hope
and Love

A Series

by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham
Associate Pastor

It

seems certain Scriptures really stick out to us throughout
our Christian Journey. Some of us rely on the Psalms to get us through
hard times, some of us relate to the prophets of the Old Testament and
some of us read Paul’s letters like trusty advice columns. No matter
where you find your peace and strength in the Bible, we all seem to
consider Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians the go-to on love. No
matter what kind of love you have in your life, romantic love, love of
neighbor, love of family or God’s love, we can all find its meaning here.
The thing we miss, including myself, is Paul’s mention of two other
important attributes within this same Scripture: faith and hope. The first
three Sundays in August, we will explore these three together and
individually. While they seem to fit perfectly here in 1 Corinthians, they
show up together many times throughout the Bible. How is it these three
things fit together in Scripture? Do they fit together in our lives? v
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From My Heart to Yours
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

C hurchS taff
W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor

Jessi Higginbotham, M.Div.

“What is the body of Christ like when the lights are out,
the doors are locked, and the parking lot is empty?”
–– Bill Hill

The late Elton Trueblood’s statement in 1979 still rings true today:

“Perhaps the greatest single weakness of the contemporary Christian
Church is that millions of supposed members are not really involved at all,
and what is worse, do not think it strange that they are not.”

Elton Trueblood is, of course, speaking of involvement in the life,

worship and ministry of the church. Yet, the involvement he speaks of is not
one that proceeds out of duty or “have-to-do-this” but an involvement that
proceeds from people in the process of becoming spiritually mature. This
kind of involvement is the natural result of persons growing in
Christlikeness. Therefore, the greatest single weakness of the contemporary
Christian Church is, in other words, that millions of members who say they
believe in Jesus don’t have as a personal priority a desire to be in
relationship with that Jesus.

George Barna has found in his own research of the Christian Church

that millions of church members lack the passion, perspective, priorities,
and perseverance to develop their spiritual lives. As a result, they begin
celebrating the wrong things. Halloween becomes a bigger celebration than
Christmas, conquest over one’s personal enemies more important than
forgiveness and reconciliation, material success trumps sacrificial lifestyles
that would permit more resources to be poured into the work of the church.

The result, of course, is a church that is trying to reach the world
without genuine disciples among its membership. I have to agree with
Trueblood; this is the single greatest weakness of the contemporary
Christian Church.
In my first year as your pastor, I have asked the membership to join me

in taking personal responsibility for intentional spiritual growth in their own
lives. Additionally, I have then asked that each of you look for opportunities
to multiply that commitment through other people with whom you may have
influence. As members of our own church begin to become dissatisfied with
“membership without relationship with Jesus” we will see a power
unleashed among us that will resemble the power of the early church.

It’s true, if you are honest, that our schedule and energy follows our
passions. If you argue that you don’t have the time and energy to develop
a personal plan for spiritual growth you may have to ask the hard question,
“Just where do my passions lie?”
Joy,

v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

DISCIPLESHIP MATTERS
Five Minutes for Christian Formation
“If you’re not careful, you can go to this meeting, and
teach that class, and visit the Sunday school party, and
wind up spending your life carrying on a program, and
never reproduce disciples. That’s what you have to watch.
It’s difficult to keep that perspective.”
–– Robert E. Coleman

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Make no mistake, the church must have people who

will run meetings and plan social activities. The question is,
“What is all this activity about?” The bottom line for Jesus
Christ, and every organization must have a bottom line, is that
increasing numbers of people begin to live differently from
the rest of the world. As William Willimon once said, “We
know we are making progress in the Christian life when others
look at us like we are some sort of alien.” People who are
growing in Christ simply look different from the rest of the
world. They are more generous with their money, they
exercise care with how they speak and treat one another and
there is urgency in their lives to advance the work of God in
their spheres of influence. Church members who are busy
with church functions certainly make the church stronger for
all their effort. People who are attentive to their Christian
formation make the church the bride of Christ. v

Coleman wrote these words to pastors. But they speak

to all of us, don’t they? It is very easy to become busy in good
church activities and neglect the intentional work of spiritual
growth. What is most tragic, many who are busy planning
meetings and various church socials think that is all there is to
“doing” church. What are neglected are intentional spiritual
practices such as daily prayer, study of the Bible and seeking
intentional application of God’s teachings to the daily living
of their lives. Many are good at “playing church” with all their
good intentions, energy and effort. And the church is the
stronger for their effort. Difficulty is, what all this activity
produces is exhausted Christians who show little formation
in their personal lives.

Reprinted from Dr. Hood’s blog of June 28, 2013.

A Basic Approach to Christian Formation & Discipleship
Formative Practices
Formative practices, intentional disciplines or habits, are how we make our home in Christ rather than in
the world. They are lifestyle routines that help us keep on track in living into the life and character of Jesus.
Five formative practices that are generally considered fundamental are, worship regularly, pray daily,
learn and apply God’s Word, participate in a ministry and give financially to the work of the church.
Time in Solitude with God
Christian formation and growth require a growing attentiveness to God, to where God is active in our
lives, and to where we are being led. This attentiveness requires that we regularly make a place in our
lives to sense God’s presence and to hear God speak. This is a time for reading the Bible, prayer and
sitting before God in silence.
Time in Community of a Small Group
The Kingdom of God is relational. A decision to follow Jesus and grow in His likeness cannot be
accomplished alone. The Apostle Paul teaches in his letter of Romans that, though Christian discipleship
is intensely personal, it is corporate in character (Romans 12: 3-5). Regularly meet with a small group
and commit to the study of the Bible using this basic structure: Read, Reflect and Respond. Additionally,
small group members hold one another accountable for spiritual growth and offer encouragement.
Time Sharing Your Faith with Another
Our daily conversations do more than provide a running narrative of our lives; such conversations
shape our experiences, practices and life with one another. Ultimately, Christian formation is the quality
of life we live. That life develops positively in the manner of Jesus as we regularly make time to share
with another our personal growth in faith.
© W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
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Deacons’ Corner

Church
Improvement

by Siena Del Mastro

This year, Taylor Dykstra and

Amanda Gaudree both received the
Deacon’s Scholarship Award. They
were both given a substantial
amount of money to help pay for
their college educations and are
both looking forward to attending
college in the fall.

H

owever, to make this article
a little more interesting, I am going
to write a little bit about how much
these girls have meant to me and
how proud I am of their
accomplishments.

Taylor and I have been good

friends since we first arrived at the
church. Our favorite memories
include going to the Wednesday
night dinners and choir practice
with Mr. Poch beforehand. We
remember having a game room
with all of the computers, upstairs,
and we would always play before
choir and bells. We are both
veterans of the youth group. My
favorite memory of us, however,
was when we attended Alexander
W. Dreyfoos High School of the

by Barbara Vanderkay

Arts. There were two trains to take
in the morning, the middle school
train and the high school train. We
would always catch the middleschoolers’s train and would arrive
early so we could visit Starbucks or
Publix before school began. I will
also never forget how much we
have laughed together and shared
our problems.

I could probably write a novel

on Amanda Gaudree because she
and her sister, Olivia, are two of my
closest friends. The funny thing
about my relationship with Amanda
and her sister is that we have been
best friends much longer than I
originally remembered. I’ve had so
many great times with Amanda at
Montreat, on mission trips, and
outside of church things. I think the
main reason for that is how similar
we are. I consider Amanda to be my
“sister” because of how close we
are. She is also the perfect therapist
when I need someone to talk to. She
is a most caring and considerate
friend and I value our friendship.

xx

To

conclude, Taylor and
Amanda were both great assets
to our youth group, and to my
life. They will both be missed
immensely. As a congregation,
please pray for these two young
ladies as they take their first
steps in the next chapter on
their walk of life.
v v v
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The Holly House ladies are
busy at work at 9:30 a.m. on
Tuesday
and
Thursday
mornings preparing for the
Holly
Days
Bazaar
in
November. All women of the
church and their friends are
invited and no special skills are
necessary.

This summer, youth ages
10 and older are invited each
Thursday morning at 10 a.m. to
learn new crafts, or even
sewing, knitting or crocheting.
All the materials are provided
and expert helps is available.
Bring your mom or a friend if
you like. v

OUR MISSION AT WORK
by Nancy Fine, Office Manager

One

Monday
afternoon,
approximately a year and a half ago, a
young man knocked at the door of the
church office and was in crisis. This
22 year old told me that he was an
alcoholic and hadn’t had a drink in a
day. Shaking from withdrawal, he
shared that he had an intake
appointment with the Drug Abuse
Foundation (DAF) on Wednesday
morning but didn’t know if he could
stay sober until then.

This young man and I sat for over

an hour and talked. He shared how
alcohol had ruined his family
relationships. An honor student in
High School and College, he had
eventually dropped out of school due
to his dependency. He knew that he
had reached rock bottom and wanted
desperately to turn his life around.

I knew that if we turned this
young man away, he would end up
having a drink and missing his
appointment at DAF. I contacted Dr.
Sigmon, our Interim Pastor, and
received permission to pay for two
nights at a local hotel on Federal
Highway from the Minister’s
Discretionary Fund.
At

the end of the day, I took
several food bags we provide to the
homeless that are funded by our
Deacon budget, a Bible and this scared
young man and drove to the hotel.
Concerned that he would be
influenced and tempted by other
guests there, I told him to lock himself
in his room and start reading the
Psalms. Since he had never read the
Bible, I thought they were the best
Scriptures for him to begin his walk
with faith.

Two mornings later, at seven
a.m., he called me. He had made it

DRUG ABUSE
FOUNDATION
by Leo Phillips

through those two long nights by
reading the Bible I gave him and was
walking the six miles to make his
intake appointment at the Drug Abuse
Foundation. Upon his release, he
emailed me and told me that he was
sober and didn’t think he would have
made it without the help of our church.

Fast forward to one year later
when he called and reported that he
had made his one year mark and
invited me to his sober ceremony. I
would have loved to have been there
but I was out of town and unable to
attend.
Just a few weeks ago, he called
me again. He is living with three other
sober men and working as a cook. He
has reconnected with his family and
recently returned from a visit to New
York for his sister’s college
graduation.
This gentleman informed me that
he was thinking of reenrolling in
college this fall and has developed a
strong sense of faith. Since our initial
meeting, I have often prayed for him.
As he quoted Scripture to me, I could
feel God at work.
One life was changed because we
here at First Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach have a strong tradition
in mission. Dr. Sigmon trusted my
judgment that a small investment from
the Minister’s Discretionary Fund
would reap a greater reward. Our
Deacons’ provide food bags to feed
the homeless. And, through our
Mission Outreach budget, we help
support the Drug Abuse Foundation,
which provided the treatment services
to this lost soul. Thank you for caring
so much about those in our
community. You made the difference
in this young man’s life. v
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Founded in 1968, the Drug Abuse
Foundation (DAF) is a fully licensed,
accredited not-for-profit chemical
dependency and prevention agency
headquartered in Delray Beach. They
work to respond to current and emerging
substance abuse and mental health needs
of Palm Beach County residents and
provide an array of programs that are
both affordable and accessible.
The mission of their preventative
services is to promote drug free living,
social functioning and mental wellbeing.
Their intervention services encourage,
engage, facilitate and support substance
involved individuals and families in
receiving the early intervention services
they require. DAF’s crisis stabilization
services mission is to receive, triage and
stabilize individuals who are in acute
distress due to alcohol or drug
intoxication. And, lastly, their treatment
services encourage and support recovery
from chemical addiction.
The Drug Abuse Foundation is one
of the local agencies supported by our
Mission Outreach budget. v

Handbell Festival
Cancelled
by Jim Poch,
Associate Director of Music

Members
of
our
Westminster Ringers who
planned to attend the Area IV
Festival in Jacksonville this
summer
were
very
disappointed by the news that
the event had been cancelled
as a result of low registration.
Music we purchased and
rehearsed for the festival will
be presented during worship
this coming season, and our
ringers hope to attend a future
massed-ringing event. v

Family First

Senior

Select

by Bob Teninga

The Knapp Family

W

hat a wonderful caring family
this family is. Tim and Becky Knapp
are both avid gardeners. In fact,
Becky has her own business, BJ
Tropical Plants, that ship plants
nationwide. Tim owns Printers
Choice of Delray Beach and does all
of the church printing. They both like
to boat and fish in their limited spare
time.

Their daughter, Melissa, works

in our church Nursery on Sunday
mornings. She always has a smile on
her face and our children love her.

T

heir son, Miles, is our video
technician. If you watch our services
on Sunday mornings on the
televisions in the Covered Patio or
through our internet streaming, most
likely that precise camera work is
being done by him. In addition to
working in our video room, Miles is
often outside directing traffic or
offering a helping hand to anyone
who needs it.

by Bob Teninga

N

ot to be outdone, their father,
Tim, takes most of the pictures of our
church activities. And, he is our
official New Member Church
Photographer.

E

xtremely mission minded,
Becky and Tim have coordinated our
annual “Turkey Box” drive just prior
to Thanksgiving to help deserving
families in our community. Becky
coordinates our C.R.O.S. Walk
participation every October and
spearheads our Back to Basics effort
which provides shoes, socks and
underwear to children in our local
community.

W

e are extremely fortunate to
have this wonderful family as part of
our church family. The next time you
see them, make sure to say “thank
you”. v

N

ancy
Young always
has a smile on
her face and
dresses
impeccably.
Nancy
has
been our Church Historian for many
years. She just completed the
supervision of archiving all of the
church’s historical documents in our
new Historical Room on the second
floor of the Christian Learning
Center.

As Historian, she has given
tours showcasing the stain glass
craftsmanship as well as the
significance of each pane of the
stained glass windows in the
Narthex and Chancel. Several years
ago, when the stone building plaque
fell off the east entrance of
Fellowship Hall and exposed a
historical Time Capsule, she
coordinated the investigation and
preservation of the findings and
made a presentation of the items to
show our congregation.

In addition to her Historical
love for our church, Nancy is a great
bridge player and is also a past
President of The Little Club. Thank
you Nancy for everything you have
done to preserve the history of our
church.
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SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION

C
O
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by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr., Senior Pastor

Literature

published by our
church in 1974 spoke of the dream
of a School for Christian Living for
the First Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach. The
aim of that school
would be to teach and
nurture all ages on the
journey inward and
the journey outward.
Informed by that
dream nearly forty
years
ago,
your
elected leaders, the
Session, announce the
first annual School for
Christian Formation
this November 9th
and 10th.

Dr. Greg Ogden,
a Presbyterian pastor
and leading voice today in Christian
formation and discipleship will be
our first guest. Author of numerous
books and articles on Christian
formation, perhaps his most
important
is,
Transforming
Discipleship: Making Disciples a
Few at a Time. In this work, Ogden
speaks of eight causes for the lack
of spiritual depth in many churches
and what local congregations can
do in response. Additionally, he is
the author of Discipleship
Essentials: A Guide to Building
Your Life in Christ, a small group
curriculum used by tens of
thousands of people in hundreds of
churches across the nation. This
curriculum has been widely
acknowledged as one of the most
effective tools for encouraging
actual growth in personal

discipleship
formation.

and

Christian

Perhaps you noticed a slight
change in the name for
the school from the
one dreamed of in
1974. In the original
dream, the word,
“Living” is used.
While it is certainly
true that Christ calls us
to “live” in a different
manner from the
world, it is also
recognized in our
understanding of the
Bible that we cannot
live by our own effort.
We simply cannot be
the people that God
calls us to be without
the active work of the
Holy Spirit “forming” us from the
inside out. Simply, we are first
“formed” into the image of Christ
before we “live” as Christ. That
process of being formed or shaped
is a dynamic one of our effort
through spiritual disciplines and
God’s work in the Spirit.

M. Robert Mulholland, Jr.,
another leading thinker in Christian
formation, says that spiritual
formation is the great reversal: from
being the subject who controls all
other things to being a person who
is shaped by the presence, purpose
and power of God in all things. It is
my hope that you will plan to
participate in that “great reversal”
during our School of Christian
Formation in November. v

by Bob Teninga

This

column debuts with my
parents, Nancy and Wally Teninga,
who met while attending the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.
She is a native of Birmingham,
Michigan and one year was
crowned the city’s ice skating queen.
He came from the south side of
Chicago, Roseland, Illinois and was
a high school football star at Morgan
Park, as a halfback.

Nancy joined the sorority Kappa
Kappa Gamma and Wally joined
Sigma Kai. In 1949, he became
President of his class and a football
star. He played halfback, punter and
defense and even now can be found
in the University of Michigan record
books in many categories. In 1947
and 1948, he and his teammates won
The National Championship. He was
drafted by the New York Giants but
decided to work in real estate for his
father in Chicago.
Nancy and Wally kept in touch.
Eventually they married at Christ
Church Cranbrook in Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan.
Walter went on to become the Vice
Chairman of the Board of K-Mart
Corporation in Troy, Michigan and
Nancy was involved in many
fundraisers for local social clubs as
well as The Garden Club of America.
v v v
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DISTINGUISHED PREACHER SERIES
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr., Senior Pastor

In

March of 2014, First
Presbyterian Church will host the first
annual Distinguished Preacher Series.
Simply, this is a ministry where
women and men who have
distinguished themselves nationally as
preachers of considerable excellence
are invited to preach from the pulpit of
our Sanctuary. The hope is that
through this ministry, there will follow
a renewal of appreciation and study of
God’s Word – the Bible.

Peter Taylor Forsyth, a theologian
and preacher, wrote, “Let it (the
church) make greater demands on the
pulpit for power, and grasp, and range,
and penetration, and reality.” I am
convinced that as the church demands
more, expects more and receives more
authority and power from the pulpit,
the church will experience greater
energy.
During the centennial celebration
of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
New York City (1908), A. F.
Schauffler thanked the Session of the
church for its concern to provide
excellent preaching. In part, he said,
“The management of this church is of
such an intelligent nature that they
place in this pulpit men of national and
international reputation during June,
July and August, so that these pews
and galleries are full, never mind what
the thermometer says…” Though our
own Distinguished Preacher Series is
for one Sunday each year, not all
summer as Fifth Avenue, New York
City, your Session could well receive
this same compliment. As teacher and
preacher John Leith has observed,
“No higher tribute can be paid a
Session than that it provided

preaching of the highest excellence
and integrity.”

I am very pleased and honored
that our first guest in this series is a
former Senior Pastor of Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Church, Dr. Thomas
Tewell. During his ministry in New
York City, he earned wide acclaim as
a preacher of exceptional ability. Each
Sunday the pews of that great church
would be filled with business people
from around the world who had
learned of his powerful and effective
preaching. During my brief ministry
here, I have met a dozen or so of you
who have, at one time or another
personally worshiped at Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Church and appreciated
his strong ministry of preaching.
The following year we welcome
to this series Dr. Thomas G. Long, a
personal friend and teacher of
preachers. Some years ago Newsweek
Magazine identified Dr. Long as “One
of the twelve most effective preachers
in the English-speaking world.” I also
wish to point out that Dr. Long has, for
many years, been a favorite guest at
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
the Marble Collegiate Church in New
York City, as well as preaching here at
this church in 2007.
It is my hope that you share the
same energy and anticipation I have
over this new ministry. The dates for
2014 and 2015 can be found on our
website. Consider marking your
calendar now so that you will not miss
this rare opportunity to hear from
some of the finest preachers in the
nation today. You will not be
disappointed. v
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Deacons’ Scholarship

Thank You
by Maxx Esteves
To the First Presbyterian
Church of Delray,
I was both grateful and
honored to receive the Deacons
Scholarship from the First
Presbyterian Church of Delray
Beach in 2012. I greatly
appreciate the confidence that
my church has in me and their
contribution to my future
education at Florida State
University.
After completing my first
year as a Florida State
Seminole, I was fortunate
enough to earn high grades,
learn about my campus, play
sports, and meet great friends
that I will know for the rest of my
life. I contribute all of these
things to the scholarship that
was given to me. This is because
I was given an opportunity that I
would not have without the
generosity of the church. I was
able to attend summer classes
before initially starting the first
fall semester with the aid of that
scholarship. This allowed me to
get accustomed to the campus,
classes and prepared me for the
first semester that was only a
couple weeks away. Because of
this, I am eternally grateful. I
could not have asked for a better
start to my college experience.

Thank You for
Investing in
My Future!

We Welcome to Our Membership . . .
May 28, 2013
Jim and Susan Black

Celebration of
Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathies as a
congregation is extended to the
families
of
the
following
members upon the death of their
loved ones:

June 9, 2013
Arthur “Buzz” Bartholomew, III
Grant and Bonnie Fields
Jan Fisher
Harold and Joyce Mauney
Thomas and Dee Meyer
Mercedes Reyes-Rubin
June 23, 2013
Charles Gibson

Welcome

Isabel Puff

May 27, 2013

Charles Muse

May 30, 2013

Nancy Earnhart

June 17, 2013

Babette Rogers

July 2, 2013

Charles Erickson

July 4, 2013

Robert Vanderkay

July 9, 2013

Jayne Rayner

July 13, 2013

Richard Sheffler

July 20, 2013

Lillian Vanis

July 21, 2013



Remember the Church When . . .
Estate Planning

Distributing Funds
from an IRA

Our Endowment and Remembrance Funds are
two excellent opportunities for your giving
consideration, be it your will, stocks, or as a named
beneficiary of an insurance policy. This financially
wise method of stewardship helps ensure the longterm financial stability of the church and provides a
planned means for the church to continue its role in
the lives of our members and those to whom we
reach out, in our community and beyond. For more
information on long-term giving, call the church
office (276-6338). v

For 2013, anyone over 70½ can distribute funds
from an IRA (Individual Retirement Account)
directly to the church (or any charity) up to
$100,000. This will not be included in income and
will not be deductible, but it can be counted as part
of the required minimum distribution (RMD). This
is a great way for many of our congregants to
support the life and work of our church. If you are
interested in doing this, please call Christine Davis
(276-6338, ext. 16). And as always, for financial
matters, please also consult with your financial
advisor. v
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Relational Ministry
by Rev. Jessi Higginbotham, Associate Pastor

When I think of “mission”, I

think of doing something for
someone to show them Christ’s
love. I think of myself as someone
who knows something about
Jesus. I think of myself as
someone who has something to
share. I think God has touched my
life in so many ways that I just
can’t wait to tell anyone and
everyone about it.

When I think about mission

trips, I think about times where I
have gone and worked hard. I
think about where I have painted
and fixed and put things back
together that were once broken. I
think about trips to Mexico,
Guatemala and Mississippi. Long
before I was a minister, I was
someone who cared about mission
trips. I cared about God’s people
and I wanted to travel the world
and help people. I even considered
the Peace Corps.

I never thought I would be on

a mission trip, with eighteen other
people from our church where the
task at hand was simply to talk to
people. Get to know them. No
paint. No hammers. We were not
there to fix anything. The first
night the adults met in Puerto Rico
the YouthWorks staff tried to
explain to us that we are not there
to do physical labor. There
wouldn’t be any tasks for us at the
sites where we were visiting. No
one needed us to do anything but
sit and talk. I looked around the

room at the other adults and we all
exchanged a raised eyebrow. This
wasn’t going to be like any other
mission trip.

A

fter five days in Puerto
Rico sitting and talking with the
local people, I can honestly say it
was the best trip I’ve ever been on
in my life. I’ve never felt so
connected to so many people. The
youth worked on their Spanish,
they played basketball and video
games. They were normal youth
hanging out with other normal
youth who just happen to speak a
different language and come from
a very different background. We
played cards and dominos. We
laughed until we cried and we
shared meaningful stories about
our days. We had adventures: real,
true adventures.

My heart was changed that

week. My heart now knows
another type of mission and that is
the mission of Relational Ministry.
Simply put, it’s the mission of
sitting and talking with someone.
It doesn’t have to be about God or
church, it can be about anything:
weather, games, TV, sports or
even Salsa Dancing.

Back
to School
BASH
Saturday, August 24th
at 4 p.m.
in the
Gathering Place
Join us for a Pot Luck BBQ
and Pool Party sponsored by
the

Christian

Committee

Education

on

Saturday,

August 24th at 4 p.m. in the
Gathering Place (two story
beige house located at the
southeast

corner

of

the

church property). This is a
great opportunity to catch up
with old friends and meet

Thank you for
this beautiful
experience.
v v v

10

new ones.

STEPHEN MINISTERS:
by David Fellows

A

re there times when things have happened in your life,
or to those around you, and you had no idea how to respond,
or provide support? Can you think of instances where an
improved ability to listen to others and to communicate more
clearly could have improved an interaction with an
acquaintance, a friend, or a family member? Have you ever
wanted to improve your abilities to have healthy interactions
with others, perhaps even with yourself? Have you
experienced the urge to provide support to someone you care
about who may be seriously ill, but then stepped back because
you really didn’t know what to do or say? Have you been
looking around for an opportunity to do something that would
give you a strong sense of purpose and fulfillment? Have you
ever had the desire to more fully explore, embrace and express
your faith? Are you looking for a way you can use your
Christian faith to make a difference in someone else’s life? If
the answer to any of these questions is “Yes” please read on.

us to grow first as individuals and, second, as potential Stephen
Ministers. It is not at all surprising to me that several current
Stephen Ministers are choosing to take the training again in
order to further improve their skills. This program can help
you to improve all aspects of your life regardless of whether
or not you choose to become a Stephen Minister.

Early in October we will be starting a new Stephen

Ministry training program. Dates and times have not yet been
determined, but we will meet on a weekday night with time off
for the holidays. This 50 hour training program addresses
everything alluded to in the above questions and much more.
While commercial personal growth workshops can cost
hundreds, if not thousands of dollars, this one is free; the
church pays for all of the materials.

One segment of the church that is not well represented

among our current Stephen Ministers is the under 50 group. If
you are a part of this growing segment of our church, I would
encourage you to consider the impact this program can have on
your family life, especially with your children. If you have an
interest in this training, please call the church office and leave
your contact information; we will be in touch so we can inform
you about the class details.

Once enrolled in the new class, there is but one

commitment; to do your best to attend all sessions. This is
because the training program is designed for a group of
people, not for the individual; everyone learns from everyone
else and each class builds on the previous one. It may surprise
you to know that your participation in the class does not even
require your expressed intent to become a Stephen Minister.
That is a decision you can make after completion of the
training.

Peace
be
with
you.

Personally, I have never encountered a program that

helps people to discover their own spiritual gifts and then to
develop them in order to be of service to others like the
Stephen Ministry program does. This Christian training helps
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
you are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this
newsletter, please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@covad.net.

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday morning as
we worship the living God together.

The Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

