FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
C H U R C H

O F

D E L R A Y

B E A C H

The Community Church by the Sea

T he S pire

Thank You
by Rev. Aaron Janklow
Associate Pastor
of transition, I gained invaluable
experience that has been formative to
my growth as a minister. I will not
only carry this with me, but the
friendships that have meant so much
to me and have been a source of
s I wrote in my letter to the con- comfort and strength for me throughgregation on June 7th, it is a difficult out. No matter where I go in mintask to express both the excitement I istry, and in life, my time at this
feel about my future studies and church has certainly shaped me in a
church involvement, as well as the positive way.
thankfulness I deeply feel for the
blessings and experiences the past
Reflecting on my three years here,
three years have provided. This fall I I have to express my appreciation to
will begin my Ph.D. studies at the the youth, their parents, and our TnT
University of Edinburgh in Scotland. (Twenties and Thirties) group, as
In moving across the Atlantic, I take well as the entire congregation. This
with me many meaningful friend- church is always quick to support
ships and memories. Remarkably, I and get behind these programs. I
first studied in Edinburgh ten years first sensed this when I interviewed
ago. As I return there ten years to the here, and this feeling has been conmonth, I cannot help but reflect on firmed over and over again. It has
the fact that I am returning with so been a blessing to reach into our
many new experiences and accom- community to bring youth, young
plishments. I have graduated semi- adults, and people of all ages closer
nary, been on countless youth and to God in faith. I value time spent on
adult mission trips, lived and served mission trips to Immokalee, Norfolk,
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and have Jamaica, and Haiti, and the frequent
been blessed by so many wonderful meals and discussions with our TnT
experiences during my time here in group. This is a fine group of people
Delray Beach.
who I am proud to call my friends.

A

I want to thank you for the support
and encouragement I have felt from
my very first day. As I took on additional responsibilities during a time
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wonderful things I can say, but I
want all of you to know how much
you have meant to me. First
Presbyterian Church of Delray
Beach has been a huge part of my life
these past three years, and I have so
enjoyed it. Thank you. Thank you
for allowing me to be a part of your
lives. Thank you for your friendship.
You’ve heard me say this over and
over again, but one of the qualities
that has most impressed me about
this church is the way in which you
care deeply about one another and
this community. I truly feel blessed
to have been a part of all of this and
a part of your lives. As I am in
Edinburgh studying, it will be such a
comfort to know that I am in your
prayers. Please also know that you
will be in mine. To feel God at work
in your life is an amazing thing. I
have certainly felt Him at work in my
life throughout my time here. Once
again, thank you.

INSIDE . . .
If I were to write everything I
wanted to tell this church, this Spire
article would probably turn into an
issue in itself! There are so many
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From My Heart to Yours
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

C hurchS taff
Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor

Theodore A. Bush, Ph.D.
Pastor Emeritus

“A redemptive community consists not of robots but of mature people who know
how to live together and who know how to live with God.” Dallas Willard

Aaron Janklow, M.Div.

With considerable joy I have now begun my shared ministry with you. In the
coming months, even years, we will learn much about each other. We will share
with one another our stories and celebrate together the holy moments of our lives.
Most importantly, we will embrace one another in those places of agreement and
disagreements as we seek to be a redemptive community held together by one
common confession, the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Associate for Senior Ministries

I have been asked why I felt called to this church as pastor. It is an honest and
fair question. The short answer is that as I read your Church Information Form my
heart experienced delight. The delight I speak of is similar to a single person meeting another and sensing that he or she is the one. It is somewhat intangible but very
real. You just know that it is right.
More concretely, your desires and priorities for shared ministry and my own
came together like a beautiful dance. In such a dance the partners don’t think very
hard about the movements across the dance floor. They simply glide together, each
step taken effortlessly as they celebrate being together. I heard four broad desires
in your Church Information Form, the church resumé that you prepared, for your
continuing ministry:
Connecting people in the community meaningfully with Christ and the
body of Christ, the local church. You have a heart for people who do not
know Jesus and wish to develop meaningful relationships with them and
share with them your faith. Some call this “evangelism.” I find it helpful to call
this “Connect Ministry.”

1.

Engage people in intentional processes of spiritual formation so that they
may increasingly take on the character of Christ. You are not satisfied with
simply going through the motions of church membership. You wish to
drink deeply from the promises of scripture. This is my single greatest passion and
was the focus of my doctoral studies. I find it helpful to call this “Grow Ministry.”

2.

Equip people for God-honoring service to the community that lives may be
changed by the power of God working through you. Your many missional
projects and efforts in Palm Beach County are clearly evident. It is clear
that this is a church that understands that Christ is now at work in the broken
places of the local communities and you want to join Christ in that work. I find it
helpful to call this “Serve Ministry.”
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A strong and vital ministry of pastoral care to the whole church, particularly in those moments of life that the darkness falls and the wind blows
Continued on Page 3
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

Summer
Update
W

e are at an exciting time in
the ministry of First Presbyterian
Church. Over the last several
months, we have witnessed a successful mission project to Haiti, a youth
mission program, and the groundbreaking for a new Holly House. We
have made a few improvements to the
church facilities and there has been
much excitement awaiting the arrive
of a new Senior Pastor.
We are now blessed to have as our
Senior Pastor, the Rev. Dr. Doug
Hood, a gifted preacher, who can be
expected to lead our congregation in
an energetic and purposeful manner.
Under the guidance of the Board
of Trustees and with the assistance of
the church staff, we continue to monitor costs and expenditures very care-

by Leo Phillips
Chair, Board of Trustees

Please be sure to join us

fully. However, we need everyone’s
help. As of May 31st, we have an
approximate shortfall in pledged giving receipts of $30,000 against
amounts pledged and used to prepare
our annual budget. If all pledges
could be brought current, it would
help the church meet its budget.
We are grateful to all who have
pledged in support of our church.
Thank you for your commitment
as we enter a great new chapter in the
life of our church. v

  

Continued from Page 2

against us. You wish to “stand with”
one another in those difficult moments.
I find it helpful to call this “Care
Ministry.”
Each month in this column I will
think with you more deeply about
these ministries, how we may understand them more fully and increase our
effectiveness in being a church together. Most importantly, it is my hope that

Dr. Hood’s
Installation
Service

we will grow to embrace the truth that
good Christians sometimes disagree
but that we have been called to be a
redemptive community who know
how to live together and who know
how to live with God. v
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on Sunday, July 15th at 4 p.m.
in our Sanctuary as we install
Rev. Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
as our Senior Pastor.
Preaching during the service
will be Rev. Dr. Howard
Edington, retired pastor from
First Presbyterian Church in
Orlando. Dr. Edington is an
outstanding preacher and
published author. Come and
support Dr. Hood and his
wife, Grace, during this
important service in the life
of our church.

“Deacons’ Corner”
by Siena Del Mastro
Continuing from two articles
ago, I am now going to introduce
the remaining new Deacons to the
congregation. Last month, I wanted to focus the article on Maxx
Esteves, who received the
Deacon’s Scholarship. He will be
attending college starting this
summer. Please pray for all of the
high school seniors connected to
our church as they start college
this summer or in the fall. These
seniors are Maxx Esteves, Miles
Knapp, Ryan Kasemeyer, Nicole
Fernquist, Ashley Fernquist,
Kendall
Bagwell,
Molly
Parkinson and William Miranda.
Now, I’ll get to the Deacons. I
first met Bill Fisher when he was
volunteering at Vacation Bible
School (VBS) in charge of the
sports and games. It was very
entertaining to meet him and his
two sons and daughter. I would

always tease his younger son
Bricen and got him saying the
phrase, “That is so beast, bro.”
This was at the beginning of last
summer so I have only known Bill
and his family for about a year.
Getting to work with Bill and the
other people at VBS was definitely one of the highlights to that
summer.
Bill was nominated to be a
Deacon after Aaron became the
Associate Pastor. He was busy
with work and other things but he
couldn’t say no any longer. He is
now on the Deacons’ Scholarship
Committee along with my father,
Scott Del Mastro, and I am very
confident that they will make a
fabulous team. Bill currently
works as the Director at the
United Soccer Academy/ United
Sports Academies organizing soccer events and tournaments for
players of all ages. Some of the
interesting facts about Bill are: he

Thank You

has
met
three
American
Presidents; Bill Clinton, George
H.W. Bush and Ronald Reagan.
The next new Deacon to be
introduced is Sharon Koch.
Unfortunately, I never had the
opportunity to meet Sharon prior
to her becoming a Deacon. From
the meetings that I have attended,
she has proved herself to be a very
lovely and caring woman. She is a
good fit for the job of being a
Deacon of this church. Sharon has
been an Elder in some of the
churches she has attended prior to
becoming a member here. She has
been an active church member in
Virginia, West Virginia, Illinois,
Oklahoma, London and other
places in England. She loves theatre and directed and acted in several plays in London and Chicago.
Sharon is currently on the
Deacons’ Special Events and
Memorials Committee. v

by Dr. Mack Sigmon

Amy, Patti, and I would like to express our appreciation to the congregation and the wonderful staff for your gifts, your kindness, and
your support. We are truly overwhelmed by your generosity. May Christ
continue to richly bless you as you move forward with your worship and
work. You will always have a special place in our hearts.
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We Went Deep With God
Vacation Bible School
by Jen Buce
Children’s Ministry Coordinator

What an exciting week we had
at Vacation Bible School. 50 children participated in this year’s
theme, “Operation Overboard”.
Each day, the children, otherwise
known as “the divers” went
deeper and deeper into the
ocean to discover God’s
Word and His stories of faith.

These are valuable terms that they
can use every day to help them
grow in their faith. We spent time
together in the Coral Reef singing
and dancing, making arts and
crafts in the Aquatic Arts room and
playing games in the High Tide
Hang Out. Snack time was also a
treat with the creative snacks made

fresh each day. The “Divers”
learned so much in so little time
and had such a great time doing it.
We raised over $133 for the
Heifer Foundation and will adopt a
goat to help a family in another
country.
The week could not have
been possible without all of
the parents’ support, the donations made for decorating, and
the volunteers who spent their
time during the week of VBS.
Thank you to all! v

They spent time in
Underwater Passage, where
they learned insight words:
Dare to Care, Depend on
God, Claim Jesus, Follow
Jesus, and Change the World.

The children of Operation Overboard Vacation Bible School performed songs
that they had learned during the June 17th worship service.
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by Jeanne Heavilin
Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

Twelve of us, Gaby Ajram,
Bobbi Connelly, Daphne Hartley,
Jeanne Heavilin, Becky Knapp,
Melissa Knapp, Rev. Aaron
Janklow, David Janklow, Nancy
Jones, Patricia Lesesne, Marianne
and Randy Shine, left Delray
Beach on May 16th to spend a
week in Haiti building three houses that you funded through One
Great Hour of Sharing. We flew
from Fort Pierce to Port-au-Prince,
Haiti on a DC-3, operated by
Missionary Flights International.
Our base while in Haiti was
Baptist Haiti Mission in Fermathe,
located in the mountains approximately 11 miles from Port-AuPrince but about an hour’s drive
(due to traffic and winding roads
through the mountains.)
Each day we traveled 45 minutes to an hour, standing in the bed
of an open truck, enjoying spectacular scenery as we drove further up
the mountains (elevation of 4,300
ft) to our work sites in Sate. A typical day at work involved hauling
sand and cinder blocks to the home
sites and, working with local
masons, laying blocks, sifting sand
and applying stucco. In the
evenings, we shared and explored
what we had experienced during
the day.

crete and stucco. With no plumbing, water had to be carried long
distances over rocky mountain
trails. All three families had lost
their homes as a result of the earthquake
two
years
ago.
Miraculously, all twenty-one family members survived with no serious injuries. All three houses were
built on the foundation of the original houses.
We completed all three houses,
working in teams of four with our
translators and local masons. The
Haitian workers, our team and the
three families participated in an
emotional dedication ceremony at
each home site, presenting a Bible,
blankets and a lantern to each family. We listened to each family’s
story of surviving the earthquake.
Thank you so much for your
support - in funding the construction of these three houses and for
your prayers. We’d like to share a
few thoughts and images from our
trip:

Each of the three families
receiving a home had to document
ownership of the property and provide water for the mixing of con6

“It’s impossible to describe the
experience we shared in a few
words and images but perhaps this
will convey some of what we did.
This was one of several mission
trips that I have been on but I
would say this trip had a profound
effect on me emotionally, physically and spiritually. It was great to
be with a diverse group who
enjoyed each other, all on different
paths, and all concerned, all
prayerful. I would like to thank the
congregation for your prayers and
for the donations for the houses we
built. God was with us, hearts
were touched and lives definitely
changed!” Gaby Ajram

Remembered
“Being in Haiti was an experience I will remember for the rest of
my life. We went there to build and
give three homes for families who
lost them in the earthquake, little
did I know they would give back
even more. The earthquake caused
destruction that is still there today,
but it did not shake their faith. The
Haitian faith is strong and it
inspired me to want to be closer to
them and God.” Daphne Hartley

“Our Haiti trip was a blessing –
I’m still feeling its warmth. Thank
you, members of First Presbyterian
Church, for making it possible.”
Bobbi Connelly
“Two simple, vivid images that
stand out for us explain why we
went to Haiti and why we will go
again. At the second house dedication, as we prayed and sang and
presented our gifts to the family,
the elderly man of the house, who
had been sitting in his rocking
chair by his family's old fragile shelter, watching as we
built his new cinder block
home, wiped tears from his
eyes. At the Creole church
service on Sunday, as the pastor prayed, a woman in the
pews knelt and lifted her arms

high, in praise and thanksgiving to
the Lord. The Holy Spirit is alive
and well in the people of Haiti!”
Marianne and Randy Shine
“I feel closer to God for having
given of myself in attempting to
make the lives of others better in
some way.” Nancy Jones

“While surrounded by poverty, I
sensed a deep faith among those
we met, which will be a lasting
example for me. It was a meaningful experience to form friendships
with those I traveled with, as well
as those I met and worked alongside from the local community.
This is certainly a trip that I will
always carry with me.” Rev.
Aaron Janklow
“I was so inspired by the
masons who could have easily
built these houses without our
help, but had the patience and even
willingness to teach us everything

from how to build the walls of the
houses to stuccoing. These men …
showed me that patience truly is a
virtue and I now strive to have the
patience and kindness for others
that they had for me ... The families we worked with got a new
house out of our trip but I got a true
appreciation for mine and everything that I have been blessed
with.” Melissa Knapp
“The mission trip was an incredible experience and one that, I can
say without hesitation, changed
me. My faith and outlook on life
was rejuvenated. I am so thankful I
had the opportunity to go on a truly
remarkable trip. I went in not
knowing many people in the group
and not quite knowing what to
expect from a country that has
been through so much, but left
with many great friendships and a
love for Haiti. I now have so many
wonderful memories that I will
always cherish and which I
will reflect on at those times
when life seems rough.
Thanks for all your support!"
David Janklow
Continued on Page 8
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Remembered
Continued from Page 7

“My original thought was to
help fulfill what I perceived as a
great need for self-sustainability
for food, erosion control etc; and
am pleased to learn first hand that
the people we helped in providing
suitable, safe and long term shelter
were very much self sufficient in
having plenty to eat and through
the practice of terracing, were well
on their way to controlling erosion.
Commercial farmer Mr. John Long
of Agri-Gators Farms, Palm City,
Florida through CROS Ministries,
stepped up to my request to bring
vegetable seed along on our trip
with a 33-pound bag of sweet corn
seed, enough to plant four acres. It
is my hope and prayer that this bag
of seed can be trialed by several
Haitian farming communities, is
nurtured to maturity and prove to
be a successful new food crop that
can be enjoyed and shared
throughout the region for years to
come.” Becky Knapp
“The most profound moments in
ministry for me have been those
moments in which the “minister”
and one being ministered to are
equally transformed. On this trip,
there were moments when it was
crystal clear to me that my spiritual need to be actively engaged in
God's work in a tangible way was
just as deep as the need that those
three families had for shelter after
their homes had “fallen down” during the earthquake two years ago.
After this trip, I am totally convinced that God works through the
giver, the gift, and the gifted in
ways that are indistinguishable one
from the other. We are all transformed!” Patricia Lesesne

“Driving into the mountains,
through clouds, on the way to our
work sites, I truly felt we were
travelling on Holy ground. Every
day I think about the gratitude of
the people we met, their hospitality, their resourcefulness, their
resilience and their faith in the
Lord and it humbles me and makes
me appreciate everything I have. I
learned so much from our families
and from my fellow teammates.
While waiting at the airport on the
way home, I found a book of
prayers of the Haitians who live in
these mountains. I think this one
captures what we witnessed each
day:

Lord,
Although we lack a dress to
wear to church,
Lack food at home,
And have only two cents in
our pockets,
The grace of Jesus is
enough.
With this grace, we are
rich.”
Jeanne Heavilin
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Celebration of
Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathy as a
congregation is extended to the
families
of
the
following
members upon the death of their
loved ones:
Vicki McCallion – June 1, 2012
Phyllis Evans

– June 5, 2012

Doris Schneider – June 11, 2012



Remember the
Church When

Estate
Planning
Our
Endowment
and
Remembrance Funds are two
excellent opportunities for your
giving consideration, be it your
will, stocks, or as a named
beneficiary of an insurance policy.
This financially wise method of
stewardship helps ensure the
long-term financial stability of the
church and provides a planned
means for the church to continue
its role in the lives of our members and those to whom we reach
out, in our community and
beyond. For more information on
long-term giving, call the church
office (276-6338). v

Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

The new Holly House has
been a concern for many
months, for many members of
the church. We are relieved to
be able to actually see progress
at last. Now we must, if you
will pardon the expression,
sweat it out, as the seasonal
showers interfere with the
schedules of the various subcontractors. Oh for the endless
sunny days of our Florida winters! We WILL get it finished
before the Holly Days Bazaar
busy times arrive.
Be of good cheer, keep
happy thoughts in your mind
about the fun things we will do,
and store up new ideas to be carried out by the still eager workers when we all get together.
We are happy to have Regie
Moorcroft back in circulation

with us, and we promise to work
for her and with her, dividing up
the many details she has overseen by herself for too long.
Here we are, Regie, send us!
The turnout on the first and
third Tuesday mornings for coffee, cake and conversation has
been greater than expected. We
will not allow ourselves to lose
contact with each other, no matter the summer activities that
might lure us away. The Holly
House Ladies are a special and
wonderful part of the First
Presbyterian Church, open to
new women at any time.
We will continue our meetings in Fellowship Hall until we
can at last move into our new
home. Join us in person, or in
spirit, and enjoy the rest of the
summer wherever you are. v

Montreat
Youth
Conference
This year, thirteen youths
and three advisors will be
traveling to Montreat, North
Carolina, from July 21st
through July 28th for a week
of worship, singing, and
devotions as they grow in
their faith and relationship
with God. Please keep them
in your thoughts and prayers.

e
Slidell
Mission
Trip
Fourteen youths and three
advisors participated in the
Youth Mission Trip to Slidell,
Louisiana from June 24th
through June 30th. In upcoming issues of The Spire you
will read how that trip
changed their lives and the
lives of those whom they
helped.

rs
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An Outreach Update
by Jeanne Heavilin
Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

Thank you, thank you, thank you

again! In December of 2010, we asked
for your help in assisting several local
families in need. You provided the
funds that Takelia needed to treat her
gum disease and acquire new teeth; a
computer for Johnny as he started a
new business; a used car for Lakeshia
so she could secure a second job; a
mobile home for the GuevaraCervantes family; and rental assistance
for the Josephs, coping with cancer
surgery for Roselaine a few weeks ago.
You have also provided food, furniture
and household goods for these and
other families who are doing all that
they can to get back on their feet again.
Your overwhelming response has
allowed us to provide assistance, not
only to those families, but also to others that have been brought to our attention in the past eighteen months.
You provided $1,000 in groceries to
Edwin, a 19-year old student who is
blind in one eye, his mother who earns
less than $400 per week and supports
Edwin, his 14-year-old sister and his
grandmother. They are barely able to
pay rent and utilities, let alone food
and clothing. We were able to help out
until a caseworker could obtain ongoing assistance for them.
You also provided groceries for
Tanya, her husband and four children.
Tanya is a full-time student, trying to
create a better life for her family. Her
husband works but they found themselves faced with car repairs and the
expense of dental work for one of the
children. We were able to help them
through a tough period in their lives.
There was the single mom who was
a victim of abuse. Her estranged husband took her car, leaving her with no
transportation to get to work. You provided her with a good used car so she
can support her children.

You have most likely seen the Chery
family in church: six boys age 9 – 22
years old and their father, Pierre. They
live with Pierre’s mother and their only
income had been her Social Security
income. Pierre’s wife is still in Haiti,
on a waiting list to relocate to the
States. We were able to help them with
rent and bunk beds for the six boys
who were sharing two bedrooms. The
two older boys are now working and
John, the oldest, passed his CNA
licensing exam and just found employment in the medical field. The family
is now self-sufficient. Many of you
have also spent time with this family in
a variety of activities, including helping Pierre become more proficient in
English so he can find employment
here.
Most recently, the Francisco family
was brought to our attention. Eva is a
widow with three young boys, two of
whom are hearing impaired, one partially due to facial disfigurement. She
supports the family by cooking meals
and delivering them. With your gifts
we were able provide grocery money
to the family. When she called a few
weeks ago to tell us her oven stopped
working, you provided a new stove for
her so she would not lose any income.
Recently, we learned that her car’s
transmission needed to be replaced.
You had her car repaired so she can
deliver her meals. Jason, her oldest
boy, has just had the first of several surgeries for his facial disfigurement and
hearing difficulties. She can now continue to take him to Miami for these
surgeries and for follow-up appointments with his doctors.
Yours is the gift that keeps on giving. From these families and all of
those we have been able to help get
back on their feet, THANK YOU! v
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Back
to School
BASH
Saturday, August 25th
at 4 p.m.
in the
Gathering Place
Join us for a Pot Luck BBQ
and Pool Party sponsored by
the

Christian

Committee

Education

on

Saturday,

August 25th at 4 p.m. in the
Gathering Place (two story
beige house located at the
southeast

corner

of

the

church property). This is a
great opportunity to catch up
with old friends and meet
new ones.

STEPHEN MINISTERS:
by David Fellows

Change!
Perhaps the only constant in life is change. From
the day we are born until the day that we die, we are
changing. Whether we consider it a “good”
change, or a “bad” change, it is still change and it
is still stressful. Starting a new job brings anxiety
with it just as losing a job does. As much as some
people look forward to retirement, the accompanying changes in lifestyle can prove to be challenging. As a church family, we are still going through
the stressful process of saying “Goodbye” to a
much loved former Senior Pastor and his family,
“Goodbye” to a well-liked Interim Pastor,
“Goodbye” to a wonderful Associate Pastor who
has built up a vibrant youth program and helped
take this congregation through its leadership transition, and finally, “Hello” to a new Senior Pastor
and his family.
Another thing about change is that it is cumulative. Psychologists have assigned stress values to
different life events such as moving, having a baby,
starting a new job, having an illness, losing a family member, losing a pet, etc. Looking at the life
events that have occurred over the past 12 months,
they can determine the total amount of stress the
individual has been exposed to during the year.
Stephen Ministers have stress indices that they can
use to help determine the level of stress their Care
Receivers have been going through. Most often the
amount of stress the Care Receiver perceives is
way below the actual amount they have experienced. It you are interested, ask for a Stephen
Minister to sit down with you and do a stress
assessment. You might be very surprised at what
you learn.

him from driving at night or at
all, or an acquaintance
begins to show a consistent
change in the emotional
state of mind. Another subtle
clue to look for is the Snowbird
who does not make his annual
Northern migration. Any deviation
from an established pattern of behavior
is an indication that there is a stressor
active somewhere, and may indicate an opportunity to
offer support.
Often we are hesitant to take the first step to inquire
if another church member could use some support and
all too often the church member needing it is reluctant
to ask for it. So what are we to do? Many of us may
resort to a “pray and wait” strategy (perhaps that’s one
aspect of being a member of “the frozen chosen”). But
we have been commanded to love one another and it is
impossible to love another without first loving ourselves; we cannot give what we do not have. Thus,
both the offering of support and the asking for support
are acts of love, for in loving others and in loving ourselves, we are loving Christ.
So keep your eyes and ears open. If the Holy Spirit
draws your attention to someone, maybe even yourself,
take some loving action: pick up the phone, drop a note
in the mail, or speak to someone after church. As I
close this column, let me leave the following for you to
contemplate:

GOD’S WILL FOR ME . . .
ACCEPTANCE is the key to my
relationship with God today. I never just
sit and do nothing while waiting for Him
to tell me what to do. Rather, I do whatever
is in front of me to be done, and I leave
the results up to Him; however it turns out,
that’s God’s will for me.

As a church family, one of our tasks is to support
each other in times of change. Some life events
indicating a need for support are obvious: the death
of a spouse, illness, job loss, the last child moving
out of the home, divorce, or the added responsibilities a new caregiver faces in assisting an aging parent. However other clues of a need for support may
be less obvious: a friend is becoming more and
more forgetful, a regular church attendee starts to
miss services, someone’s sight begins to prevent
11

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
C H U R C H

O F

D E L R A Y

B E A C H

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

NonProfit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
West Palm Beach, FL
Permit #3064

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
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Sunday Morning
Worship Services
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Children’s Worship Hour Sunday School
10 a.m.

REV. AARON JANklOw’S last Sunday with us, as our Associate Pastor, will be
Sunday, July 29th. The Session has planned a reception in Fellowship Hall following the worship service to honor and thank Rev. Janklow for his ministry to us for the last three years. We
bid him a fond farewell and much success in his doctoral studies in Scotland.
A monetary “Thank You” gift will be presented to Rev. Aaron at the reception. If you
wish to contribute to this Farewell Thank You, please send your gift to the church office to the
attention of Christine Davis or place it in the offering plate, in a plain envelope, marked to the
attention of Christine Davis.
Checks should be made payable to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach and “Gift
for Aaron” written on the memo line. Your gift is not a contribution to the church and is not tax
deductible. Please do not combine your gift with any other contribution to the church.
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