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Per Capita
(about that blue
envelope in your box of
weekly offering
envelopes)
In case you
are wondering
what the blue
envelope near
the beginning
of your 2012 offering envelope
box is for, you are not the only
one. “Per Capita” is the assessment each congregation pays
for each church member recorded on their membership rolls. It
is assessed by our denomination
(Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.)
to cover the required administrative expenses to operate the
Presbytery, Synod and General
Assembly offices of each judicatory. These expenses are
rounded out to $35 per member
for 2012.
Since the Per Capita is
included in calculating our
operating budget, not everyone
contributes extra to this source.
Others prefer to do so in order
to help ease a little of the financial burden that this places upon
the church budget. A little extra
giving does make a difference
when our congregation’s total
Per Capita assessment is
$21,973. Thank you to those
who choose to help. v
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Stewardship Campaign 2012 Update
by Kurt Bagwell

Pledge goal for operating funds is $1,000,000
So far we are still short of our goal and are looking for your support if you have not yet pledged.
The church has been operating in a
deficit for a couple of years and we need
everyone to commit time and funds as
they can. Our church has a lot of great
things happening right now and we need
to raise our operating funds to the proper level to support the programs and
avoid any cuts. If you have already
turned in your pledge card, “thank you!” If you have not, please contact
Christine at 276-6338, ext. 16, or send a note with your pledge. v

New Bible Study for TnT and
Friends & Fellowship
by Rev. Aaron Janklow
Our TnT (Twenties and Thirties) and Friends and
Fellowship Groups have each begun new studies this
past month. Each group is going through Gospel in
Life: Grace Changes Everything by Timothy Keller. It
is an eight week study on the Gospel and how we live it out in our lives.
There is Bible study on relevant Scripture, followed by a DVD lecture
by Timothy Keller on the topic for the week, and then guided discussions. TnT (Twenties and Thirties) meets the first and third Wednesday
of every month, and Friends and Fellowship meets on Sunday mornings at 10 a.m., between the worship services. Both groups always
welcome new participants. While
there is a take home Bible study
INSIDE . . .
component that will enhance conversation, the themes are so relevant
Rummage Sale . . . . . . . Page 3
to life that you should be able to join
Communion . . . . . . . . . Page 4
right in. Then, maybe after just one
Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 7
session, you’ll want to jump into the
take home study yourself. v
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Pearls for the New Year
I love oysters, and right now we are in the peak season for my favorite
seafood. I love oyster stew, fried oysters, steamed, casseroled, and even
raw (with the right cocktail sauce.) My wife, Amy, has never understood
my passion for what she calls “an ugly little shellfish,” but only the true
oyster lover can experienced the joy that comes between late September
and April, when the oyster harvest reaches its peak.
I started thinking about oysters when I came across a little article written
many decades ago by Rev. Harry Emerson Fosdick. Fosdick writes that not
only is the lowly oyster delicious, but it has an important lesson to teach us
about life and faith: “The most extraordinary thing about an oyster is this:
irritations get into its shell. It does not like them. But when it cannot get rid
of them, it uses the irritations to do the loveliest thing an oyster ever has the
chance to do – create a pearl. If there are irritations in our lives, there is only
one prescription: make a pearl. It may have to be a pearl of patience, but
anyhow, make a pearl. And it takes faith and love to do it.”
Starting off the New Year can sometimes be a little irritating. Taxes are
looming on the horizon. We struggle to begin or maintain our New Year
resolutions. There are no major holidays for the first few months, and as
the days slowly begin to grow longer, we become anxious to see the spring.
The New Year begins with a lot of colds and the ever-present threat of the
flu, and we have the typical after-Christmas let down. But if we take seriously the lesson from that little oyster, perhaps 2012 can be a time when
we make some pearls within our families, our church, and our community.
Pearls of forgiveness, service, commitment, and peace are ours for the
making, but it takes the love of Jesus Christ to do so. What has been bothering you lately? A troubled relationship? A particular anxiety or fear? An
old resentment or anger? An unfulfilled intent? A sense of distance from
the presence of God? Making pearls in 2012 can be as simple as reaffirming our love for Christ, and from that love, acting to resolve those irritations
that keep us from the peace of God. As with any new year, we have one of
two choices: we can let the year act upon us, and be reactive; or we can take
charge of the year, and be proactive. We can determine that, no matter how
the year unfolds, we will continue to act with mercy, grace, understanding,
and faith. We can commit ourselves to the worship and work of Jesus
Christ, and make 2012 not our year, but God’s year. We can create pearls
that will give luster and beauty to the lives of those around us.
What will you choose for 2012 – to make problems, or to make pearls?
Let us pray the God will make us into pearls of love and service in the year
to come. v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

Church Improvement
What a wonderful congregation belongs to the First
Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach! The economic
climate may not be good, but if helping hands are needed for a big event like the November Christmas Bazaar,
everyone rallies around and once again the hundreds of
jobs get done, and we have a great time of fellowship
while we make money for extras for our beautiful
church. At this time, we have deposited about $14,500,
a bit ahead of last year, with more still to come. Each
of us deserves a pat on the back. (Don’t try this on
yourself, please! Wait for another member.)
We are glad to say that we may now rest on our laurels until Tuesday, January 24th, when Fellowship
Hall will be open from 9 a.m. until noon to receive
donations for the Step-Above-Rummage Sale to be
held the second week in February beginning on
Wednesday, February 8th, from 1 to 3 p.m. for members and regular attendees only. The general public

equipment, anything for children, and small pieces of
furniture that you can bring in your own car or van. No
cribs or mattresses can be accepted. Of course, costume jewelry is much in demand, and may be brought
at any time, left in the office or given to a worker. The
jewelry committee ladies need time to inspect,
appraise, clean and perhaps make minor repairs on
some items.
Remember that this is the Step-Above-Rummage
Sale, and we have developed a reputation for the best
sale in the area, so give us your better discards.
Beautiful things come in for our Antiques and
Collectibles Department, and our prices are, shall I say
it? CHEAP. If you have furniture for us, please call
Regie Moorcroft at 495-5376 to arrange to leave it at
the “Old Holly House” at 39 Gleason Street, where it
will be displayed for sale.
Sign-up sheets will be enclosed in the Bulletins for
your convenience. Please fill one out and join the
workers before, during, and/or after the sale. On
Tuesday, February 14th, we will pack up the leftovers

will be welcome on Thursday, the 9th, Friday the
10th and Saturday, the 11th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The days for receiving contributions will run weekdays and Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to noon until
Saturday, February 4th. Thank you for adhering to
these hours and days. We wish we could accept things
earlier, but we just do not have the storage space. We
will be grateful for CLEAN clothes and linens, small
WORKING appliances, dishes, hardware items, sports

to be picked up by one or more of the local charities
that the church supports. Nothing is wasted.
Together we will help many people in the community at the same time that we work for the beautiful
church campus for which we are responsible. In a way,
this is our place, made by those who came before us,
but with the primary idea of building for the glory of
God. How wonderful that we can worship here in such
surroundings. v

by Barbara Vanderkay
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A Year in Review
by Jen Buce
Children’s Ministry
Coordinator

Another year is behind us; how
quickly time passes and we don’t
even realize it. Last year, some of
my most memorable moments
were doing God’s work in Jamaica
with our youth, planning Sunday

mornings for your children, and
spending time with my family and
watching my two beautiful nieces
blossom and learn throughout the
year. I laughed and shared memories with all of them to keep with
me forever. What is so awesome
is a new year lies ahead with the
same opportunities! I look forward to seeing which child will
advance next from the nursery to
Bible Bunch, who will lose the

Christmas Pageant
Was a Success

Once again, the Children’s Christmas Pageant held on Sunday, December
11th at the 11 a.m. service brought smiles to the faces of the congregation.
Coordinated by Jim Poch and Jen Buce, this annual event was one of the highlights of the Advent season. v

next tooth or who will read the
next lesson. I anticipate that my
10 year old niece, Cameron will be
as tall as I am by June, and Jordan
who is 6, will catch up in a couple
of years. This summer, I expect to
take every chance I get to go on
the mission trips with our youth.
Life moves so fast, we need to
remember to slow down a little
and remember what is important;
our faith and family. v

Sacrament
of
Communion
The Worship and Music
Committee recommended to
Session that the Sacrament of
Communion be celebrated
monthly. Session enthusiastically endorsed this idea. For
2012, Communion will be
celebrated on the following
dates: January 1st, February
5th, February 26th (the first
Sunday in Lent), April 5th
(Maundy Thursday), May
6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August
5th, September 2nd. October
7th (World Communion
Sunday), November 4th and
December 2nd. v
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Back to Basics Angel Program
by Becky Knapp
57 Pine Grove Elementary students in Delray Beach will be the
recipients of promised new
underwear, socks and basic white
tennis
shoes
from
First
Presbyterian Church through our
Mission Outreach Committee.
Each Holiday Season, this local
mission effort serves up to 6,000
needy school-aged children in our
county, enabling them to be properly equipped with the basics to
participate in physical education
classes at their schools.
The non-profit Back-to-Basics,
Inc. Angel Program was created
27 years ago by Don and Beverly
Perham of Wellington, Florida, to
help fill this need. They orchestrate the gift donations and
arrange distribution to specific
students through participating
schools. “As concerned citizens,
we have a responsibility to serve
those less fortunate than ourselves. By participating in the
Back-to-Basics Angel Program,
we are experiencing the joy of
helping and giving that will last a
lifetime.”
Thank you to the following
people who helped me to shop
and assemble the items for the
students: Jen Buce, Nancy Fine,
Anika Kinnear, Melissa Knapp and
Mary Jane Sickel. Their help was
appreciated.v
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Deacons’ Christmas Tree
by Siena Del Mastro

Starting with 354 gifts tags on the Deacons’
Christmas Tree, we pulled through and took care
of fulfilling all of those requests. There were
extra tags on the tree that people didn’t take, but
thanks to the generous support of the congregation, through dollar donations, we got each and
every gift for all of the people named on the tags.
Since our church family is so generous, I
knew we would make it. I can just imagine the
looks of the kids and adults opening their presents and being so excited for their gifts. It makes
me bubbly inside to think that we helped make
a difference in someone else’s life this
Christmas. It is only in giving that we receive.
Since we gave money and presents to those in
need, we get the reward of making people’s
Christmas a little brighter. We are definitely
spreading God’s light this holiday season.
We also had a little extra money that wasn’t
needed for the tree and that went toward purchasing food gift cards that were distributed to
local agencies in order to help those who are
hungry.
I am so blessed to be a part of this wonderful
and caring congregation and I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season. Remember
that the reason for Christmas was that Jesus
Christ was born into this world. v

Celebration of Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathy as a congregation
is extended to the families of the following
members upon the death of their loved ones:
Grace Charley
Eleanor Larry
Nathalie Rivera
Frances Dodson

–
–
–
–

June 15,
November 20,
December 8,
December 11,

2011
2011
2011
2011
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Spiritual Life Retreat
Coming in January
by Chris Del Mastro

Collecting Toiletries
by Shirley Kay

Do you want a break from cooking and
doing dishes for a whole weekend? Would
you like a weekend of fellowship with
friends? Would you like a chance to get to
know your church family better? If you
answered “yes” to any of these questions,
come join us for a great weekend at the “Circle F Dude Ranch”
in Lake Wales. January 20th through January 22nd are the
dates. The weather should be fabulous and there will be many
great activities to enjoy as well as time to grow spiritually. All
ages are encouraged to come. The only requirement is an
adventurous spirit, as we will be staying in cabins with bunk
beds. There are showers and delicious home-style cooking.
The cost of $65 is due as soon as possible. Please mark your
calendars and call the church office to reserve your space.
(276-6338) v

Did you shower today? Did you brush your
teeth today? Imagine if you had no soap or
toothpaste. In January, the Mission Outreach
Committee will be collecting sample sizes of
toiletries for The Caring Kitchen to dispense to
their clients. A box will be in the Narthex for
you to donate those extra items in your
cabinets or what you can gather while traveling over the holidays. Wanted are sample
sizes of soap, shampoo, conditioner, lotion,
deodorant, combs, razors, shaving cream,
toothbrushes and toothpastes. You may also
drop your donations off during the week at the
church office. Thank you for caring. v

Annual FAU Memory And Wellness Seminar
by Cynthia Rennick
Save the date. March 8, 2012 in Fellowship Hall at 9 a.m., the annual Memory and Wellness Breakfast Seminar
will be presented by Glenda Connolly, MSW, LCSW, Coordinator of Family Support Services, Kathleen Valentine,
Ph.D., RN, Director, and Michele Cooper, Social Work Intern, from FAU Louis and Anne Green Memory and
Wellness Center Hall. Services such as Comprehensive Memory Evaluations, Mental Health and Aging, Caregiver
Programs and Support, Counseling, Research, Driving Evaluations, Community Education and Outreach, Adult
Day Center and Volunteering, will be presented. Plan to join us for this informative presentation. v
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
you are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this
newsletter, please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@covad.net.

33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Services
9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Adult Church School 10 a.m.
Education Hour Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Hour Sunday School 11 a.m.
Youth Fellowship 5 p.m.

Actively Change Tomorrow
by Margot Tiernan
A.C.T. (Actively Change Tomorrow) Saturdays are
volunteer opportunities sponsored by the Mission Outreach
Committee, held on the third Saturday of the month. They
need 15-20 volunteers for each event. The next event will be
on Saturday, January 21st from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. to help
Habitat for Humanity. Please make sure to contact Margot
Tiernan (margot.tiernan@gmail.com) or Jeanne Heavilin
(jheavilin@bellsouth.com or 901-8714) to sign up. v
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The Annual Meeting
will be held in the Sanctuary
on Sunday, January 30th
immediately following the
11 a.m. service.

