
One Great Hour 
of Sharing 2011

by Jean Heavilin
Mission Outreach Committee

Each year, we designate two

offerings to support mission proj-

ects, Christmas Eve and One Great

Hour of Sharing (Palm Sunday).

Historically, we have assisted local min-

istries through our Christmas Eve giving and an interna-

tional project through One Great Hour of Sharing.

In the past few years, we have focused on the basic

needs of food and shelter, reflecting the needs we see in

our community and globally. You gave very generously to

assist local families impacted by the recession. Last year,

you generously gave to our One Great Hour of Sharing to

provide tents to those left homeless as a result of the earth-

quake in Haiti. Through our Christmas Eve Offering and

One Great Hour of Sharing, we have provided shelter to

the homeless, pumps to provide water to villages in Africa,

a van to be converted to an eye clinic at the Caridad Center

and funds to build a free clinic in Bata, Philippines.

These are wonderful and worthy ministries. This year,

we feel we need to look at our own ministries at First

Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach: music ministry,

mission outreach, family ministry, youth ministry, Stephen

Ministers and seniors’ ministry plus a beautiful Sanctuary

in which to reflect and worship; places for learning and

fellowship. In addition to these, we assist families in our

own congregation who find themselves in need, provide

assistance to our seminarians, have pastoral staff and

members available for
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Celebrate Easter
Palm Sunday Services

in the Sanctuary
Apri l 17th – 9 & 11 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Communion
in the Sanctuary

April  21st – 7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday Services
in the Sanctuary

Apri l 24th – 9 & 11 a.m.

Palm Sunday Directions
The Delray Affair has been moved

this year from the week following Easter
to the week before. Please be aware that
the Delray Affair will be held on
Atlantic Avenue on Palm Sunday, April
17th. Please allow yourself plenty of
time to arrive for the Palm Sunday 9
a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services and
take the Linton Avenue or George Bush
bridge to A1A. Follow the directional
signs to Miramar Avenue and approach
the church parking lots from Gleason
Street.
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If you or a family member

are hospitalized, please

notify the church office.

Even if you give the name

of the church upon

admission, the hospital

will NOT notify us.

counseling and offer food to

those who come to us in need.

Our spire is a beacon to the

entire community, welcoming

all to worship. With pledges

down, we too need assistance to

continue our wonderful and

worthy ministries to those who

seek us. Please join us in sup-

porting First Presbyterian of

Delray Beach by participating

in this year’s One Great Hour of

Sharing. v
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Offering Envelopes
We need to place our order for offering envelopes for 2012.

Please inform Christine Davis (276-6338, ext. 16 or christine-
davis@covad.net) by May 15th if you would like to receive offer-
ing envelopes for 2012.
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by Karlton Brown

My awareness of God’s call to

prepare myself to go out and preach

His Word became a reality in the year

of 2008; which was a wonderful spiritually enlight-

ening year for me. After being steeped for sometime

in the love and outpouring of spiritual support of

First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach, I real-

ized that I was being truly blessed by God with a

strong and spiritually nurturing environment. It was

because of the grace of God, leading me to First

Presbyterian, that my love for Christ, His Church,

and His people became further fortified. 

At this time of enhanced spiritual discovery, I

prayed for clarity, guidance, and understanding. I

felt compelled to reach out to the spiritual support of

fellow Presbyterians in this congregation.

Thereafter, I felt further moved by the Spirit to dis-

cuss this enhanced discovery with my pastor. I recall

the afternoon that Dr. Bush and I met in his office. I

poured out my heart and soul, telling him that I felt

called to become a Presbyterian Minister of Word

and Sacrament. A few moments of silence, which

seemed to endure an eternity, fell upon the room,

extinguishing even the sound of the ticking clock on

his wall. 

Dr. Bush sat at the round table, with that familiar

comforting smile on his face. He uncrossed his

hands and grabbed my shoulder, as a father would

just before proclaiming words of wisdom to his son.

He drew in a deep breath and with

an unsurprised look on his face, he

said, “Kid, you are blessed to have

the opportunity to fully seek out

and be led in the direction that the

Holy Spirit is taking you”. Later,

that very same day, I discovered the

University of Dubuque Theological

Seminary located in Dubuque,

Iowa. The following week I met

with Dr. Bush again to inform him

of my findings. I told him about

UDTS and how I felt especially

called there because it is a Presbyterian Seminary

with a Ministry unlike any other; which was very

meaningful to me. 

Dr. Bush asked me with a tone of subdued

amazement, why I felt especially called to pursue

my seminary education at UDTS out of all of the

Seminaries recognized by the Presbyterian Church

(USA). I responded that I felt led to UDTS by God

and upon further research I had discovered that they

are currently the only fully accredited Presbyterian

Seminary that offers a Masters of Divinity in a

hybrid format. This of course means that I would

therefore be blessed with an opportunity to continue

to serve the First Presbyterian Church of Delray

Beach while pursuing my seminary education. Dr.

Bush said with an unexplained sense of familiarity,

“but it’s in Iowa!” I then explained that the program

requires me to be in residence (physically in Iowa)

for two weeks during the months of January and

August, while the rest of the program is completed

virtually online. This means that while our residen-

tial classmates sit in class, the online contingent

watches and communicates electronically from a

distance. Dr. Bush then proudly said, “Wow, they

have continued to do great things since I graduated

with my M.Div. from UDTS.” This disclosure

warmed my heart. Prior to my call to Ministry, or

conversation with anyone, I didn’t know that 

UDTS was Dr. Bush’s alma mater. This was yet

another spiritually confirming moment for me and

that long before I was born God had this moment in

the making.

Let this stand as my testimo-

ny that despite the barriers of

this wayward world, God will

guide us and make a way for us

to serve Him and His Church.

There is no doubt in my heart,

mind, or spirit that God has

manifested a way by which I am

able to answer His call to min-

istry and simultaneously serve

His people at First Presbyterian

Church of Delray Beach where I

Here and There by the Grace of God

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathy as
a congregation is extended to the
families of the following members
upon the death of their loved ones:
Mary Porter – January 7, 2011
Betty Calvi – February 25, 2011
Alice Shaffer – March 10, 2011
Liz Armstrong – March 10, 2011 

Continued on Page 4



have served as an

Ordained Deacon,

the 2010 Moderator of Deacons, and most recently

as an Ordained Elder on Session as the Chairman of

Worship and Music Committee and the Liaison to

Session for Christian Education. 

Lastly, I would like to point out that a few years

ago this opportunity to simultaneously answer

God’s call to Ministry and also serve my local con-

gregation would not have been possible. UDTS has

been “preparing faithful, effective, and compassion-

ate ordained leadership for the Presbyterian church

since 1852” however, my seminary distance cohorts

and I are but only the third group (year) of students

to be enrolled in their five year distance Masters of

Divinity program. This journey has been spiritually

fulfilling evidence to me that God is alive and well

in His creation and that He is constantly knocking

down barriers that seek to prevent His Word from

reaching the ends of the world as He has pro-

claimed. 

I am perpetually blessed to be a child of God and

to have such a loving congregation walk this journey

with me. I praise God for giving me life and strength

to receive His good favor in the opportunity to be

both “Here and There by the Grace of God.” 

Do you know how much a student in the seminary

would appreciate your making a donation for him or

her? To make a donation, specify “Seminary

Scholarship Fund” on your check or credit card

payment to First Presbyterian Church of Delray

Beach. The Mission Outreach Committee. v

by Jen Buce

Springtime has almost arrived. The
flowers are blooming in vibrant colors,

birds are singing and the sun is shining, with the wind blow-
ing just right. It is a beautiful time of year to spend in the
outdoors with your family by the pool, at the beach or in the
park. Springtime also means that Easter is around the cor-
ner. For children, it’s a time for chicks, bunnies, egg hunts,
Easter Baskets and lots of candy. As Christians, it is our job
to teach them that Easter is a celebration of Jesus’ victory

over death and mankind’s hope for eternal life. 
Although, some children may think of Jesus’ death as a

sad or sorrowful time, it is actually a time to reflect on the
miracle of renewed Faith, Hope and Love it has brought to
us. Jesus loved us so much that He promised eternal life
to those who followed Him. In John 3:16 it says, “For God
so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life.” 

From my family to yours, I wish you a very Happy and
Spiritual Easter. v

Children’s Corner

Continued from Page 3

by Rev. Aaron Janklow
Associate Pastor 

Since we entered the season of Lent, the weekly messages
and small group discussions at Sunday Night Youth Group are
taking a careful look at different challenges to faith.  To kick off
this message series, we had each small group list challenges
that they or their friends face. Some of the issues listed are
time, family expectations or beliefs, and peer pressure. The message for each week is then focused on one of the chal-
lenges that the youth came up with, and the small group discussion that follows allows them an opportunity to talk
about these issues in light of the message, Scripture, and their own experiences. All youth, 6th grade and up, are invit-
ed to join us in the Youth House on Sunday Nights from 5 to 7 p.m. v

Youth Group Message Series
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“Deacons’ Corner”

by David Fellows

As many of our winter residents
prepare to head north for the sea-
son and others begin to plan their
summer vacations, we want to
make everyone aware of a new
way to stay in touch and view our
worship services when you are not
able to physically be here. It’s
called “Video Streaming.” This
twenty-first century computer tool
has been set up and is maintained
for us by one of our Deacons,
Grant Winker. 

Grant has made Video
Streaming amazingly simple! All
you need is a computer with high
speed internet access. You don’t
even need a 14-year-old grandkid
to help you figure it out. Just 
go to our church’s website,
www.firstdelray.com, scroll to 
the bottom of the home page and
click on the “Sunday Streams” link
for the video streaming. You will
be prompted to enter your “Ticket
ID”. You need to request this from
Nancy Fine (276-6338, ext. 10 or
nancyfine@covad.net) in the church
office. You can then watch the

service either live, or “archived”.
Each Sunday service is available to
be viewed for the entire week. 

Video streaming can allow
you to watch services
while you are away for
the summer, on vaca-
tion, have to work on
Sundays, are home
sick, or convalescing.
Stephen Ministers have
even taken our service to
members who were in the hos-
pital and have shared this link
with individuals receiving
Stephen Ministry assistance at a dis-
tance as sometimes a certain ser-
mon can provide a special source of
comfort to someone in crisis.

With everything that’s happen-
ing at First Presbyterian Church,
video streaming can be the perfect
way to keep up with current events.
You’ll be kept informed on the
progress of welcoming our new
Interim Pastor and not have to wait
until the fall to hear him or her
preach. The Pastor Search
Committee will be making period-
ic reports on their efforts to locate
a new permanent Senior Pastor,

which you can see through Video
Streaming.

Remember, to access video
streaming, simply contact

Nancy Fine in the church
office to obtain a Ticket

ID. Nancy is tracking
the use of this service
because, like just
about everything else

in life, it costs money.
We hope that this new

service will allow the mem-
bers of our church family who
are unable to be with us on

Sunday, to stay more connected on
a regular basis. Our church is in a
period of transition we have not
experienced in over a quarter of a
century. Now, more than ever, we
need to be unified in our support of
our church’s mission. Each of us
can demonstrate this through our
continued efforts to personally pro-
vide whatever prayer, volunteer,
and financial support we can. May
God continue to bless our church
family and direct us to the new
Senior Pastor most perfectly suited
for First Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach. v

Stephen Ministry Outreach

by Kim Winker

Introducing the Deacon Class of 2013
“For those who serve well as Deacons gain a good

standing for themselves and great boldness in the faith that
is in Christ Jesus.” (1 Timothy 3:13)

You may have noticed some new, friendly folks in navy
blue and white greeting you Sunday mornings. That’s
because the Board of Deacons has welcomed in a new class
of Deacons to serve along with our veteran Deacons. We
hope you got a chance to meet them at the “Meet Your
Deacon Sunday” receptions on March 20th, but if not, we

proudly introduce our newest Deacons: Jane Amme, Lynda
Avampato, Siena Del Mastro, Laurie Erickson, Anne
Gaudree, Olivia Gaudree, Joanne Greedan, Beverley Jensen,
Charles Moore and Patty Years.

High school students Siena Del Mastro and Olivia
Gaudree are our church’s youngest Deacons. The Class of
2013 is comprised of dedicated members of our church who
will, along with all the other Deacons, work diligently to
serve you by ushering Sunday mornings, calling on you if
you are ill or shut-in, and endeavoring to create a vibrant,
welcoming church community. v
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by Rev. Aaron Janklow

Associate Pastor 

Beginning in October and continu-

ing throughout the year, the confirmation class has

met in the Youth House every Sunday night, learning

about the Christian faith and how to live as disciples.

We have talked about revelation, the Bible, the

Trinity, mission, worship, the PCUSA, First

Presbyterian Church, and much, much more. To finish

up the year, all the confirmation students have been

asked to write a one or two page faith statement.

These faith statements are honest writings about their

faith and how they understand God. Some questions

that might be answered in their faith statement are:

What do you believe about God, Jesus Christ, and the

Holy Spirit? How do you see God at work in your life

or in the world? How has faith helped you? How have

you felt God and what can you do to strengthen your

relationship with God? What are some of your

favorite pieces of Scripture and why? What are some

ways that you will live out your faith (worship, mis-

sion, spiritual practices, etc.)? 

As I was talking about the faith statements this past

Sunday, a couple of the confirmation students

expressed their desire to read their faith statements to

the congregation on Confirmation Sunday. I am real-

ly looking forward to this. This will be a wonderful

opportunity to hear them articulate their faith. Our

confirmation students this year are: Kennedy

Bagwell, Jesse Esteves, Carley Meeks, William

Miranda and Amanda Tidmore. We have had great

discussions about the Christian faith this past year,

and I am looking forward to these confirmands con-

tinued involvement in the life of the church as they

grow as Christian disciples. I would also like to thank

Karlton Brown for being an advisor with the

Confirmation Class throughout the year. It has been a

wonderful process! v

Confirmation Sunday, April 10th

by Rev. Aaron Janklow
Associate Pastor 

Having previously read The Reason for
God by Timothy Keller and The Screwtape
Letters by C.S. Lewis, as well as participat-
ing in several Bible studies, members of
TnT (Twenties and Thirties) will now be
reading Counterfeit Gods: The Empty
Promises of Money, Sex, and Power and
the Only Hope that Matters by Timothy
Keller. Although reading the book will cer-
tainly help participation in our discus-
sions, reading is never a prerequisite for
attending. Each class is designed to intro-
duce a major theme from particular chapters of the book, from which we can
launch into discussions drawing upon our readings and personal experiences.
We would love to have you join us on the first and third Wednesday evenings
at 6 p.m. in the Christian Learning Center v

New TnT (Twenties
and Thirties) Book
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Palm Sunday
Drama

by Jim Poch

Associate Director of Music 

On Palm Sunday, April 17th,
the children of our Sunday
Church School will open our 9
a.m. and 11 a.m. worship serv-
ices with a short Chancel
drama. In song, dance, and dia-
logue, they will tell the story of
the first Palm Sunday, culminat-
ing in the waving of palm
branches during the opening
hymn. The children have been
rehearsing on Sunday mornings
since March 13th, and they are
excited about portraying the
children of Jerusalem as they
welcomed Jesus into their lives
and their city. v



Sunday, March 13th, was a perfect day for The First Presbyterian
Church golf tournament at Lakeview Golf Club.  The sun was bright
and the air was cool. Non-golfers joined the golfers for a buffet with
salad, pasta, meatballs, chicken, and dessert. Jack Williams entertained
us with his humorous songs and guitar playing. Great fun and fellow-
ship was had by all. Mark your calendars as the Fall tournament will
be held Friday afternoon, November 4th. 

Contest  Prize                March 13, 2011

Longest Drive (Man) Glove Skip Georgi

Longest Drive (Woman) Glove Sally Brush

Closest to the pin (Man) Sleeve of balls Richard Schaublin

Closest to the pin (Woman) Sleeve of balls Marianna Lewanski

Straightest drive (Man) Free lesson Ron Price

Straightest drive (Woman) Golf Cap Leanne Georgi

First Place (54) 4 free games of golf

Dick and Sally Brush

Skip and Leanne Georgi

Second Place (55) 4 free games  

Bill Kunkel of golf

Keith Coles

Ron Price

Jack Reutter

3rd Place (56) 4 free games 

Phil Ansted of golf

John Hertvik 

Tait McSparran

Jim Westby

First Presbyterian Church 

Spring Golf Tournament
by Linda Prior
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Services

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as 
we worship the Living God together.

Church School
Adult Church School 10 a.m.

Education Hour Sunday School 10 a.m.
Worship Hour Sunday School 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship 5 p.m.

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
you are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this
newsletter, please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@covad.net.

News from the Senior Pastor Nominating Committee
by Kathy Smith

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was established January 2, 2011 at the Special
Congregational Meeting held after the 11 a.m. worship service. The congregation elected the following
as members of the PNC: Ben Antal, Chris Del Mastro, Fred Devitt, William Earnhart, Kari Shipley, Mary
Jane Sickel, Kathy Smith, Rob Tanner and Grant Winker.   

At the first meeting of the PNC, the committee elected Rob Tanner and Chris Del Mastro as Co-
Chairs, Kathy Smith as Secretary and Grant Winker as Internet Communicator.  In subsequent meetings,
we have been studying and discussing information about the calling process using A Guidebook for a
Pastor Search Committee and a manual for churches seeking pastors published by the denomination. We
met with the Presbytery of Tropical Florida Committee of Ministry (COM) Chair, Leon Lovell-Martin
and our liaison, Dwayne Black, Jr., to establish a guidance relationship and to be clear about the defined
path to follow through this journey in the best way. We have decided that a Mission Study would help
in this process.

A Mission Study questionnaire is a tool that will include the input of the congregation into this process.
A Task Force will be set up with members of Session and the Pastor Nominating Committee to create a
questionnaire that will give us the details that will define the vision of this church. This information will
be used to help us in the selection process for our new Senior Pastor. 

It has been 27 years since our church last called a Senior Pastor and it is critical that we first under-
stand the requirements of the process clearly. Your patience and prayers are very important to us as we do
our very best to nominate the pastor God is calling for our church. v


