
“For everything there is a season…”   Ecclesiastes 3:1

Sometimes, we really want things to happen now – like 
coming back to worship together in one place!
But based on the current COVID-19 situation, 

your church leadership has agreed that we must 
continue to delay re-opening of our in-person worship 

at First Presbyterian.

We are not setting a new target date; instead, we 
will carefully monitor the situation until we see 

progress that warrants re-opening.
Until then, be with us in spirit and look for more 

on-line and mailed messages that will keep us all strong 
 and hopeful as we wait on the right time for coming back.
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 As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, many of our members are still financially impacted. 
Your generosity to the Member Support Fund has provided funds to assist members. Over $31,000 
has already been distributed to help cover expenses such as rent, mortgage, food, car payments/repairs 
and more.  Unfortunately, the needs continue.  

 The Mission Committee is adapting our annual One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to “Our” 
Great Hour of Sharing to continue assisting members of our congregation.

 We have designated Sunday, August 30, 2020 as the date for this very important collection.  If 
you would like to help, you can send a check to the church and mark OGHS on the memo line or make 
a contribution through our website and indicated OGHS in the comment section.  

 We’re excited to announce that up to $10,000 will be matched, dollar for dollar, by one of our 
members.  Any amount you donate will be doubled.  If $10,000 is collected, $20,000 will be available 
to help our church family affected by the pandemic.

 If you have a financial difficulty due to the pandemic and need assistance from the 
Member Support Fund, please contact Dr. Hood (doughood@firstdelray.com) or Rev. Rapier 
(gregrapier@firstdelray.com).  Any information shared will be kept confidential. 

 No one ever anticipated a pandemic of this duration.  Please consider those who need our help as 
you make your donation!  Help us do for others as we would have them do for us.  v

By Marchele Courtney, 
Mission Outreach Co-Chair

“Our” Great Hour of Sharing Challenge
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    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Paul’s Keynote address
“Love never fails.”

1 Corinthians 13:8 (Common English Bible)
 
 One of my most dramatic experiences occurred one evening during a semester of study in Coventry, England. 
I gathered with other students to attend a performance of Handel’s Messiah in Coventry Cathedral. Hung from the 
chancel wall of that cathedral is a large tapestry that depicts Jesus seated in power over all creation, his two hands 
held up as if to communicate a blessing. We listened to the beautiful music from that oratorio, aware that we were 
being grasped by it’s message about the way the world ought to live, that we are to follow the way of Jesus and his 
example of love. As the Hallelujah Chorus began, the lights of the cathedral were dimmed, and then extinguished 
all together, leaving a bright spot light on the tapestry – a bright light on the seated Jesus offering his blessing to 
the world. 

 I was overcome with emotion. I stood to exit the cathedral to keep my tears private. As I turned my back on the 
chancel, turned my back on the seated Jesus now lit-up in the darkness, the visual impact almost brought me to my 
knees. The light on the tapestry was reflected on the all glass façade of the cathedral. Just outside of that cathedral, 
which was constructed following the Second World War, are the ruins of the original cathedral destroyed in the 
war. The visual impact that I experienced was Jesus seated in power, hands raised with a blessing, juxtaposed over 
the brokenness and devastation of the world. Since that evening I have often reflected on what it would mean if 
the world were to give itself completely over to the love of Jesus Christ.

 This chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian Church, chapter 13, is regarded as his keynote address 
– Paul’s great oratorio of love. Like the twenty-third Psalm, this is one of those passages of our Bible that is so 
saturated with imagery, and beauty, and power that the substance of our faith reveals itself in uncommon ways. 
While it daunts the reader it also fascinates and challenges. For in this hymn of love, Paul does more than assert 
the supremacy of love. Here, Paul declares that it is love that gives every other gift its value. He names many of 
the treasured gifts of the Christian faith – the gift of tongues, the gift of prophecy, a sturdy faith that can move 
mountains, and a generosity beyond compare and boldly states that they amount to nothing without love. 

 Paul turns the searchlight onto our lives. In our Christian walk, in our corporate worship, do we have love for 
one another? He helps us examine ourselves deeply and honestly. Are we patient with one another? Are we kind? 
Do we practice humility rather than arrogance? Do we put aside irritability and complaints and the insistence on 
our own way and consider the well being of others? Have we developed the capacity to think beyond ourselves to 
consider what may be best for the larger faith community? Paul is relentless. He pushes the question further. Do 
we still behave as a child who protests much when things are not going our way or have we matured in the faith 
and placed away childish things? This is how Paul concludes his keynote address. And the question lingers for 
each one of us to answer, have we love for one another?   v
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By Grace Cameron Hood, 
Director of Children and Family Ministry 

First Families Ministries

 All the children of the church are invited every week to participate in the 10 a.m. Online Worship Service and to attend 
a Zoom Sunday School Class at 9 a.m.  The link for Sunday School is sent every Thursday in an email to First Families.  We 
have been using the Friends with God Devotional which was previously mailed to all families.  We have been looking at some 
of our Bible Friends.  The Devotional also has a link to video games that the children can play as they collect Bible Hero cards!

 For Time with the Children during the Virtual Worship service, children have been included via responses to a question 
that was included in the Thursday email.   It has been wonderful to know that they have been given the chance to participate 
and lead the congregation in this uncertain time. Their faith has been a joy.

 If you have not been included on the weekly email and would like to be included, please email gracehood@firstdelray.com.

 A beginning of school tradition of the church has been a special blessing and a gift for students and teachers as classes 
begin.  We will be continuing this tradition this year. As schools open in many forms and dates, we will be finding a way to 
have this blessing in a fun and meaningful way.  More details to come!   v

By Rev. Greg Rapier, 
Associate Pastor

Youth Happenings

 Last week, during a quick trip to the grocery store, I happened to cross paths with someone I know from the church. 
We were both on a mission to collect our groceries swiftly and safely, but we acknowledged one another’s presence, and 
I’d like to think she was smiling behind her mask. I know I was. This brief interaction represented the very first time in 
the four months since this pandemic began that I saw a member of this church ‘in the wild.’ And while this interaction 
was not planned, the simple fact that we could see one another registered with me on a very deep level, and I found myself 
overwhelmed with emotion.

 I didn’t realize how lonely I’d been. It took a trip to the grocery store of all places for me to realize how much I missed 
seeing the friendly, familiar faces of this church. And I know I’m not alone. During my interactions with both adults and 
youth, I hear just how lonely and taxing this pandemic has become. Even those who found the reprieve nice at first have 
grown weary. This is why it is vital that we as a church continue to meet together, safely, in whatever capacity we can. In 
Genesis, God says it is not good for us to be alone, so we must find safe and meaningful ways to interact with one another. 
It is good for our collective mental health.

 For this reason, REFUGE Youth Group (grades 6-12) will resume this Fall via Zoom. Digital youth group is less-than 
ideal, and it cannot replace face-to-face interactions, yet the social distance and isolation we face makes meetings like this 
all the more vital. It’s essential that we have a group of familiar faces we can check in with and voice our frustrations to, and 
that we have people we can pray alongside. During these one-hour meetings, youth will have the opportunity to be with one 
another, to ask those difficult questions, and to bask in God’s love. We will indeed be living into our REFUGE name now 
more than ever.   v
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