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Regular Sunday School
Started August 25th  

 Our children and youth are using a curriculum called Awesome Adventures which has 
been crafted by the PCUSA. For thirteen weeks the children are looking at the life of Paul and 
his amazing quest. From Paul’s life we will learn how God uses each of us to share his love 
in astonishing ways across cultures, languages and countries. This curriculum includes comics 
starring Anna and Jake as they follow the life of Paul.  

 Children who have started first grade through 5th grade are with Grace Hood. If your child is 
in 6th grade and up, please chat with Grace. We are always looking for helpers!

 Alice Barrett and Iva Branscome lead Bible Bunch for children aged 
3 through kindergarten. Nursery care is available for children under three.  
Our Nursery Workers are Mandy Tidmore and Serenity Reeves. 

Put on Your Fall Calendar:
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November 3rd, 

Puttin’ Into Fall
 

November 24th, 

Hanging of the Greens

v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Knowing god’s will

 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; don’t rely on 
your own intelligence. Know him in all your paths, 

and he will keep your ways straight.”
Proverbs 3:5-6 (Common English Bible)

 How can we know God’s will?  It is a real question for many people.  
The world is so vast, with billions of people on it, that it is occasionally 
incomprehensible to fathom God takes notice of us much less has a 
divine purpose for our life. Yet, the faith we encounter in the Bible is 
that all human affairs are under divine direction – that God has a design 
for the world and that each one is an integral part of that design. We do 
not live by chance or fate. Our lives are under the guiding hand of God.  
Sometimes that guidance is clear and unmistakable.  More often, that 
guidance is reduced to a still, small whisper and listening is difficult. The 
question remains, how can we know God’s will?
 
 Absent dramatic intervention – which was and remains one of the 
means by which God communicates God’s guidance – people must 
develop an eye for the quiet succession of apparently natural events that 
unfold.  Listening is also important. The unexpected impulses, sudden 
promptings and uncommon challenges that confront us all hold the 
possibility of God’s direction of our steps. Paying attention to everyday 
situations can awaken us to God’s presence and activity in our lives. We 
shall recognize God in the little things each day – and follow – if we are 
in touch with God.  As exercise strengthens the body and proper diet 
sustains energy, so the spiritual faculty within us expands through regular 
prayer and meditation on the Bible.
 
 Immersion in a community of faith is also important. King David 
listened to Nathan, the disciples honed one another’s application of 
Jesus’s teaching and the apostle Paul was instructed in the faith by 
Ananias.  Personal discernment of ordinary events in our lives is important 
but there are times when it is wise to listen for God’s guidance through 
another, particularly those people who have developed an uncommon 
capacity to see God in the ordinary.  They can enlarge our vision and 
sharpen our understanding.  They see our lives from a different angle and 
can offer a dispassionate take on where God may be actively leading us.
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are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.
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“Can 
Retirement 

Be 
Purposeful?”

Sunday, 
November 10, 2019

v v v

Dr. Tom Tewell

SAVE THE DATE!

Mr. Skip Randolph

 
 What remains is the hardest – surrendering our lives to God’s will.  Prayers are more often, “This is what 
I would like you to do, Lord,” rather than, “What would you have me to do?”  What we really seek is divine 
approval of what we desire. The words of Gardner Taylor are wise, “It is hard for us to realize that on this 
uneven journey there are directions, right choices that we cannot know because we are not God.”i Perhaps the 
greatest challenge of the Christian faith is learning that we only have two choices in life – a choice of masters.  
Either we will remain in charge of our own lives or we surrender ourselves to God and trust in God with all our 
heart. It is in confidence of the latter that the author of Proverbs wrote. v

_________________________
iEdward L. Taylor, The Words of Gardner Taylor, Volume 2 (Valley Forge: Judson Press, 2000), 24. 

Continued from page 2
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BLESSING OF THE PETS
“All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these  

brother and sister creatures.” 

(St. Francis of Assisi, Patron Saint of Animals) 
 
 Join us on Sunday, October 27th, for our Annual Blessing 
of the Pets. The Blessing will take place at 4 p.m., under the 
Portico on the south side of the church.

 Pets must be on a leash or in a carrier, container, or cage.  
If you are unable to bring your pet, feel free to bring a photo.  
Children’s stuffed animals are also welcome. 

 The Delray Beach Police Department’s K-9 Unit joined us 
last year, and we expect that they will return to join us this year.  
We also hope to welcome the Mounted Unit from the Palm 
Beach County Sheriff’s Department. 

 A free-will offering can be made, which will be used for 
our Deacons’ Scholarship Fund.  This Fund provides assistance 
to deserving high school seniors who have demonstrated their 
love and dedication to God and our church. 

 This event is open to the entire community. Please encourage 
your pet loving friends and neighbors to attend!

 Rev. Greg Rapier and Pastor Len Battifarano will preside 
as they did last year. v

  There are many people in our local 
community who go hungry each and 
every day. This October, we are once 
again asking for your help in meeting 
the very real, very basic needs of those 
who are hungriest in our community.  
You can do this by picking up a simple 
brown bag with a “shopping list” at the 
Welcome Center following the Sunday 
worship service. You can shop for any 
of the listed items, but any canned 
products or boxes of non-perishable, 
unopened, unexpired products would 
be greatly appreciated. Food may be 
left in the Narthex during the week 
or on Sunday mornings throughout 
the month of October. Not a shopper?  
Donations are also appreciated, with 
your check made payable to “CROS 
Ministries” and placed in the collection 
plate on Sunday mornings throughout 
the month.

v v v

Fill a Bag . . . 
Feed a Family

By Courtney Szakats
Deacons’ Corner
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  During the months of July, the Session 

took no actions.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH JULY
 
                                                           2018                      2019
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $398,503 $431,509

Other Operating Receipts 155,428 163,532

Investments Used 285,589 283,094

Operating Reserves 25,674 –
 
Funding Sources $865,195  $878,135
 
Operating Disbursements $865,195 $878,135

 

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 
congregation is extended 

to the family of the following member 
upon the death of their loved one:

– Helen Antal – 

August 26, 2019

Session Report  

Save the Date:
By Jeanne Heavilin, Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

 Join us on Saturday, October 5th for CROS Ministries’ 
Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk) at John Prince Park 
in Lake Worth. This is a family event to benefit CROS 
Ministries’ End Hunger programs. There will be a kids play 
area, and the best 5K runners in Halloween costumes can win 
prizes!

 You can participate in our First Presbyterian team by 
walking, running, pledging or praying. On-site registration 
begins at 6 a.m.; Run begins at 7 a.m.; Walk begins at 8 
a.m.  For more information, visit the Welcome Center in the 
Narthex, and look for more details in the Sunday bulletin and 
on the church website. v

Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk)
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Holly House

 “Holly House” began in 1969 
as the “Church Improvement and 
Holly Days Committee” and 
consisted of a group of clever and 
skillful ladies who worked to help 
fund various needs of the church 
by creating and selling their 
crafts and handiwork. In their 
meeting place in the Christian 
Education Building the women 
knitted, crocheted, painted, 
sewed and quilted, and made 
floral arrangements, decorations, 
jewelry and other crafts.  

 A house on Bronson Avenue 
(to the right of the church) became 
the second meeting place for the 
Church Improvement and Holly 
Days Committee. Apparently 
this house had such a narrow 
staircase leading to the second 
floor that few were brave enough 
to use it, but that was where the 
sewing machines were located!  
The sewing machine room was 
lovingly called the “sweat shop”.  
Soon a move was made to a green-
colored house next door.  This 
house was christened “The Holly 
House” by Regie Moorcroft, 
Board Member and Head Chair.

 No record exists of the 
amounts the ladies donated to the 
church from 1969 through 1977.  
On Easter Sunday 1977, worship 

THE HISTORY OF HOLLY HOUSE
By Martha Smith

as told by Maria Graham & Maryann Rana

was held in the beautiful new 
Sanctuary of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach, and 
in 1978, a wireless microphone 
system for the Sanctuary and a 
duplicating machine for the office 
were purchased with proceeds 
from the Holly Days sales.  
 
 Between 1980 and 1982, the 
powder room was built off of 
Fellowship Hall, the church parlor 
was refurbished, and the patio roof 
was extended – all projects funded 
by Holly House.  Joan Sopp, past 
member of the board, recalls the 
chairs for Fellowship Hall were 
also funded by Holly House.  In 
1982, the Covered Patio was built 
to accommodate the many visitors 
that arrive during the seasonal 
months, thanks to Holly House.   

 An undated article by Barbara 
Vanderkay, probably written 
sometime in the 1980s, states that 
the Holly Days Bazaar was one of 
the biggest functions of the year.  
All proceeds were earmarked 
for church needs and wants not 
included in the budget.  Seasonal 
items such as Thanksgiving 
and Christmas place mats, table 
runners and napkins, Raggedy 
Ann and Andy dolls, Christmas 
trees, wreaths and ornaments 
of all kinds were available for 

sale. The costume jewelry table 
was very popular at the time, as 
was the food table.  Helen Antal 
remembered that homemade jams 
and baked goods, mango chutney, 
watermelon rinds, mango jam and 
zucchini relish were among the 
favorite items.

 In 1991, Holly House 
donations enabled cleaning of 
the curtains in Dr. Bush’s office 
and the secretary’s office, new 
carpeting for several offices and 
the nursery, and extensive outdoor 
lighting and numerous kitchen 
items. 

 In 1998 and 1999, Regie 
Moorcroft and Edna Fisher 
oversaw the Holiday Bazaar, and 
between $45,000 and $50,000 
was earned for the restoration of 

Continued on page 7
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Fellowship Hall and the adjoining 
Memorial Garden.  Both of these 
restorations were awarded a listing 
on the Register of Historical 
Places in Delray Beach.  At this 
time, Regie suggested that the 
Holly House meetings begin with 
a moment of silence (lasting about 
one and one half minutes) to honor 
God, then share updates on news 
and upcoming events.  

 In 2000, the hardworking 
Holly House gals had had enough 
of working on the second floor 
of an older house without air 
conditioning.  They couldn’t take 
it anymore and went on strike!  The 
police were not called, everything 
ended peacefully, and those 
involved found it a very laughable 
moment indeed.  In 2003, Regie 
extended the traditional moment of 
silence and added a well-deserved 
coffee break.  In 2013, a dream 
came true for the Holly House 
Ladies:  they received their own 
building behind and to the right 
of the church.  Holly House now 
had a total of 3,600 square feet for 
work space, storage space, display 
areas, and a little kitchen.  Regie 
was still at the helm and her ladies 
were at her side.

 The work of the ladies seemed 
to get better and better, and Holly 
House exploded with bigger and 
more extravagant holiday items.  
The Step-Above Rummage Sales 
sponsored by Holly House became 
an enormous hit in Delray Beach, 
so much so that the Men’s Club 
needed to direct traffic!

 From 2001 through 2018, 
over $140,000 had been earned 
by Holly House and used to buy a 
second golf cart, pay for custom-
made cushions for the pews, 
and helped replace the steeple 
blown down during a hurricane 
in 2005.  Refrigerators have been 
replaced, ceilings repaired, and the 
Sanctuary AV system upgraded in 
2018.

 In 2019, Holly House is 
celebrating fifty wonderful years 
of lively ladies sharing their 
lives and enriching not only this 
church but also Delray Beach 
and the surrounding towns.  New 
members are always welcome.  
Don’t worry about fitting in, or 
not knowing what you could do 
to make a difference and be of 
some value to this group.  You 
will find something fun for you, 

and perhaps learn something new.  
Please come visit Holly House to 
shop or to join.  You will discover 
wonderful treasures!

 On September 26th the Holly 
House Workshop will begin 
transforming into the Holiday 
Gift Shoppe in preparation for 
the grand opening on October 
16th.  Halloween, Autumn, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas items 
will be put on display.  Transitional 
decorations that can be used from 
the fall through the winter will be 
ready for purchase. 

 While this transformation 
is taking place, the Holly House 
Workshops will continue.  If 
you would like to help set up the 
Holiday Gift Shoppe or if you 
would like to sew, craft, or create 
shell decorations or floral designs, 
you are welcome to participate.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
discover hidden talents.  Everyone 
is welcome. Come to the Holly 
House on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings between 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. to express your 
creativity and enjoy fellowship.  
For further information, contact 
Cindy Pemberton (561-251-4334). v 

Continued from page 6

Be sure to check out our  facebook page: (www.facebook.com/CleverCrafter).
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Youth and Young Adult Happenings
By Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

REFUGE Youth Group Gearing Up for 2019-2020
The Christian life is hard.  It’s hard to maintain and live out our faith when so much competes for our attention, 
and when the social and academic pressures of school pull us in every direction.

Jesus understood how hard it is to walk alone in this world.  That’s why he gathered with his twelve closest 
friends to share life together.  They served together.  They ate together.  They worshipped together.  They had 
fun together.  Amidst so many outside pressures, their community served as a refuge, keeping one another 
grounded and encouraged.

As school is ramping up, and as we at First Delray Beach are getting ready to kick off our REFUGE youth 
events for the upcoming year, we turn to Jesus and his relationship with his disciples for inspiration.  Starting 
later this month, our youth will serve together, eat together, worship together, and have fun together.  Other 
than a break in December, each month will find us doing the following: One service project (serve together); 
one dinner together at one of Delray Beach’s many local restaurants (eat together); and one traditional 
youth group (worship/fun together).  For the dinners, we will meet at the church and walk or drive to that 
day’s restaurant. 

REFUGE Youth group is for students Grades 6-12.  Youth groups will run Fridays from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and 
youth dinners will take place 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Friends are always welcome!  Youth and parents/guardians: 
please check your mailboxes for a more detailed letter and schedule.  I look forward to all this year has in store. 
See you soon!

Young Adult Gatherings Starting Soon
We revamped our Young Adult ministry last year (ages 18 to 40+) by leaning into a spirit of playfulness.  We 
committed, as a group, to trying something new each month to see what sticks – and what doesn’t.  Plenty stuck 
(and plenty didn’t).  So, this year, we’re going to continue being playful while focusing our efforts entirely on 
what “stuck”.

You may find this hard to believe, friends, but what people enjoyed most last year were the events where… (are 
you ready for this?!)… they had the most fun!  I know, shocking.  This year we have four big events designed 
to be just that – fun.  These are opportunities for you to let your hair down and enjoy meaningful time together 
with friends.  Childcare will be available for each event. 

The four dates are below:
September 12th – Board Game Night
December 6th – Christmas Party and White Elephant Gift Exchange
March 13th – Trivia Night
May 28th – Escape Room

We have fewer events than last year, but I like to think that we’ve “trimmed the fat” so that each event is truly 
something worth showing up to.  Rest assured, there will still be plenty of other opportunities to hang out.  The 
First and Last Bible Study will continue to meet on the first and last Wednesday of each month (6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m.), and we are also going to be partnering with CROS this year to participate in some service projects 
including the upcoming Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk).  More detailed information is on the way – check 
your email and mailboxes.

Young Adult Gatherings are open to everyone from ages 18 to 40+.  Friends are always welcome to attend.

Questions?  Comments?  Ideas?  Contact Greg Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com). v
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By Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

 There are many different prayers which we as Christians pray. As 
Solomon might have said in Ecclesiastes, there is a time for every prayer under 
heaven.  So here are a few examples of the prayers which we in the Presbyterian 
Church can, and perhaps should, pray on a regular basis.

 As you read through and reflect upon these prayers, please keep in mind 
that in prayer, we are responding to God’s grace and that prayer is a way 
of opening ourselves to God, to draw strength and inspiration from our 
relationship with our Lord.

Evening Prayer –
We actually begin here with a prayer at night time.  Why?  This follows the natural 
cycle of the day for both our Christian and Judaic faiths.  God calls forth light from the darkness, 
dusk precedes the dawn and, most importantly, death precedes the resurrection.  During this prayer let us 
remember that Jesus is the light of the world.  We give thanks for the day which has passed and as we prepare 
for sleep, we pray for one more glorious sunrise in the Lord’s Kingdom.

Morning Prayer –
When we rise in the morning, we give thanks for the gift of a new day, a new life in Christ, and seek God’s 
grace for the day that lays ahead.  Our morning prayer should also acknowledge that it was at first light that the 
tomb was laid open, signifying that Christ had indeed overcome death.

Pastoral Prayer – 
Each Sunday one of our Pastoral Staff prays the prayers of the people. This is actually a Pastoral Prayer – it is 
prayed both for and on behalf of the congregation, and has the primary purpose to lead us all into an awareness 
of the presence of the Lord our God.  As each of us prays this prayer we should try to include “A.C.T.S”:

Adoration of the Lord, who he is in our lives, and his holiness and power;  
Confession because we come to see our weakness and our sins and seek forgiveness from our Lord;  
Thanksgiving for all of the blessings in our lives; and finally
Supplication where we ask God for something, either for ourselves or for another. During worship, we 
try to include as many prayers of supplication as we can for all of us who are suffering in some way.

Prayers of Supplication – 
These may be our foundational prayer, which we can and perhaps should pray ceaselessly throughout the day – 
praying to the Lord our God for others in need, and for ourselves that we might grow closer to the Lord through 
this daily practice of prayer.

Dear friends in Christ, please know that every time we engage the Lord, we are praying – in silence or aloud, 
alone or with others. The Lord hears all of our prayers, and in his way, and in his time, he answers them all.

Let’s all commit to a richer life in Christ through prayer! And all of God’s people said, AMEN!
you’re fifteen minutes late to work.  Yet, the simplified commandment lingers in many of us.  No matter what 
the context, lying is bad. v

“Now when the Disciples asked Our Lord how they should pray, He responded by saying,  
Our Father Who Art in Heaven… ” (Matthew 6:9-13)

Let Us Pray
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The Farewell

  When little children first 
learn the Ten Commandments, 
they tend to learn a simplified, 
sanitized version.  Who wants to 
explain the nuances of adultery 
or coveting wives when they can 
be reduced to something cleaner 
and easier:  don’t have sex before 
marriage and don’t want what 
others have.  Among these abridged 
commandments is the eighth, 
translated in the Common English 
Bible as “Do not testify falsely 
against your neighbor.”  (Exodus 
20:16)  This is usually taught to 
children as the pithier “don’t lie,” 
but the original cultural context is 
crucial.  Biblical scholars believe 
that what’s being referred to here 
isn’t common, everyday lying, 
but instead the specific offense of 
legal perjury.  It’s the act of falsely 
accusing someone of a crime 
or lying during legal testimony 
that’s restricted, not little white 
lies about how a friend looks in a 
new dress or why you’re fifteen 
minutes late to work.  Yet, the 
simplified commandment lingers 
in many of us.  No matter what the 
context, lying is bad.

  But what if lying could mean 
the difference between saving 
a family and tearing it apart?  
This is the dilemma we find in 
Lulu Wang’s The Farewell, an 
autobiographical dramedy that 
premiered earlier this year to 
great acclaim at the Sundance 
Film Festival.  The film follows 
Billi (Awkwafina), a struggling 
Chinese-American writer in 
New York City who learns that 

her beloved grandmother Nai 
Nai (Zhao Shuzhen) has been 
diagnosed with late-stage lung 
cancer and only has three months to 
live.  What’s worse, the family has 
decided not to tell her, following 
a Chinese tradition where the 
terminally ill are allowed to spend 
their final weeks believing they’re 
in good health.  The reasoning 
behind this cultural custom, Billi 
is told, is that the fear of their 
imminent death is what actually 
kills people with inoperable 
cancer, not the cancer itself.  But 
Billi, thoroughly Americanized 
with Western sensibilities, is 
horrified.  When she discovers 
that her extended family is forcing 
her cousin to marry his girlfriend 
of three months as an excuse to 
gather everyone back together one 
last time before she passes, she 
buys a plane ticket to Nai Nai’s 
home in Northeast China for one 
last visit.

  From there, Wang weaves a 
powerful tale about trans-cultural 
humanism as Billi finds herself 
torn between Western morality 
and Eastern filial piety.  The 
entire family suffers in silence as 
Nai Nai obliviously goes about 
planning the cousin’s wedding, 
haggling with caterers and brow-
beating photographers as her 
health deteriorates.  In living 
this magnificent lie, each family 
member is forced to confront their 
own brokenness and grief.  For 
the cousin, it means being saddled 
with a wife he’s known only a few 
months so the rest of the family 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

can say their guilt-free goodbyes.  
For Billi’s parents, it means 
reuniting with brothers and sisters 
they haven’t seen in the twenty-
five years since they moved to 
America.  And for Billi, it means 
remaining perpetually cheerful 
despite her suffocating sorrow.  
One can’t help but wonder why 
they all must suffer in silence.

  The answer, Wang explains, 
is love. Maybe not love as we 
commonly understand it in the 
West, but love nonetheless.  “It’s 
a good lie,” Nai Nai’s doctor 
assures Billi when she asks if 
they should keep deceiving her.  
And perhaps, the film seems to 
suggest, it’s a good lie for the 
rest of them, too.  Old wounds are 
healed and old tensions balmed as 
the family sacrifices themselves 
for the good of their elder:  Billi’s 
dad and uncle start talking again, 
Billi’s emotionally stoic mother 
gets in touch with her repressed 
feelings, and Billi finally finds a 
concrete purpose in her listless, 
directionless life.  In a very real 
sense, the lie brought wholeness 
to a family in their grief.

 But does that still make it right?  
The film leaves that question 
unanswered.  It’s more interested 
in the fragile people caught in this 
mess, in their hurt and their hope, 
than in the minutiae of the mess’s 
moral underpinnings.  And really, 
isn’t that the true mark of good 
theology? You lose sight of the 
love, you lose sight of God, and 
all that’s left are dusty words on 
the pages of old bibles. v
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by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

 World Communion Day is October 6th.  Millions of Christians around the world 
come to the Lord’s Table that day from before the sun rises to well past the sunset. 
The Invitation to the Table is given in hundreds of different languages. Different 
types of bread are used to represent each country. There are so many differences in 
faces, languages, cultures, and clothes, but what brings us together is that we break 
bread in communion as we remember what God has done for the world.  

 On this World Communion Sunday, we will be hearing parts of our service done 
in the many languages represented in our church family.  Adults are also encouraged 
to wear traditional clothing from their home country or culture.  If you speak any 
language other than English or would be willing to bake a special bread which 
represents your home country, and would be willing to participate in the worship 
service, please contact Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com) or Nancy Fine 
(nancyfine@firstdelray.com) or call the church (561-276-6338). v

World Communion Day
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C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.


