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Associate Pastor 

Nominating 
Committee

 Our The Associate Pastor 
Nominating Committee has been 
diligently working to find an 
Associate Pastor for our church. 
We announced our position 
opening in the spring and are 
conducting a broad national search. 
We have reviewed and evaluated 
more than 120 applications and 
interviewed three candidates. The 
committee continues to search 
for qualified candidates through 
contacts at theological seminaries, 
posts in Christian publications, 
and through other resources. We 
are being careful and mindful 
in our efforts, proceeding with 
hope and faith that we will soon 
connect with the individual that 
God is preparing to serve as our 
Associate Pastor. We appreciate 
the congregation’s prayers and 
support during this process.   

v v v

by Kristin Calder, 
Co-Chair, APNC

World Communion Sunday

 World Communion Day is October 1st.  Millions of Christians 
around the world come to the Lord’s Table that day from before the 
sun rises to well past the sunset. The Invitation to the Table is given in 
hundreds of different languages. Different types of bread are used that 
reflect each country. There are so many differences in faces, languages, 
cultures, and clothes. What brings us together is that we break bread in 
communion as we remember what God has done for the world.  

 On this World Communion Sunday, we will be hearing parts of our 
service done in the many languages represented in our church family. 
If you speak any language other than English, and would be willing 
to participate in the worship service, please contact Grace Hood at 
gracehood@firstdelray.com. 

v v v  



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

What Makes PeoPle Good?
 “But examine everything carefully and hang on to what is good.”

1 Thessalonians 5:21 (Common English Bible)

 This year (2017) celebrates the bicentennial birthday of Henry David Thoreau. 
In a splendid new biography published to mark this occasion, Henry David Thoreau: A 
Life, Laura Dassow Walls, a professor of English literature at the University of Notre 
Dame, offers an account of one evening, after young Henry had been sent to bed by his 
mother, he was found awake long after, staring out the bedroom window. She asked her 
son, “Why, Henry dear, why don’t you go to sleep?” “Mother” said he, “I have been 
looking through the stars to see if I couldn’t see God behind them.”1 Thoreau reminds us 
that a journey of faith begins by “looking.” For Christians, we look for God by paying 
attention to the person of Jesus Christ.
 In his first letter to the church in Thessalonica, Paul offers instruction for a journey 
of faith. Paul’s beginning point is an invitation to “goodness.” Though goodness is 
difficult to define – and Paul makes no attempt to do so here – it is wonderfully easy to 
recognize. Often, simple goodness is observable on first contact with another. Paul asks 
that followers of Jesus “examine everything” and take notice of goodness wherever it 
may be found. If we believe that goodness is of paramount importance, as does Paul, 
it is obvious that we should do all we can to learn how it is achieved. That begins, 
suggests Paul, when one takes notice of everyone and everything that is good and 
placing ourselves in contact with it wherever it is found. The disciples became “good” 
men chiefly as a result of their acquaintance with Christ. That is because the soul grows 
by what it touches.
 After bringing ourselves into steady contact with those of good character, 
Paul instructs the church to, “hang on to what is good.” What Paul speaks of here 
is the discipline to identify and break down any barrier that hinders the soul from 
being positively influenced by those of good character. When people fail to respond 
to goodness it is because they are not sufficiently aware of impediments that block 
personal transformation or they fail to discipline their own behavior in the manner of 
good people. Behind any positive change is a period of “practice” and “self-mastery” 
over a period of time. “Hang on to what is good,” says Paul. Grip it until the moment 
arrives that it grips you.
 Some years ago, on a Celebrity cruise with my wife, I watched in wonder at a 
demonstration of glassblowing – through Celebrity’s collaboration with The Corning 
Museum of Glass. Artists, with what seemed to be little effort, created beautiful colored 
glass pieces, one after another. After dazzling the passengers with their craft, they shared 
that “mastery” in their craft took 10,000 hours of practice. Each piece of glassware they 
produced took an incredibly brief period of time to produce. But, what could not be seen 
was the long, disciplined time of practice and mastery that made that speed possible. 
We tend to not notice, or we forget, what preceded anything done successfully. In the 
same manner, goodness is difficult. But Paul shows us the way. Place ourselves in direct 
contact with what is good and hang onto it until we profit by it. v
1Laura Dassow Walls, Henry David Thoreau: A Life (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 
2017), 43.

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.

2

 W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor

Kernie Kostrub, M.Div.
Associate for Pastoral Care

Donald J. Cannarozzi, M.M., J.D.
Organist / Director of Music

James K. Poch, S.M.M.
Associate Director of Music

Grace Cameron Hood, B.C.E.
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Nancy Fine, CA
Church Administrator

 Christine Davis Mindi Cole
 Accountant                   Secretary

 Aaron Strippel Rita Avery
 Head Custodian Custodian

C hurchS taff

First Presbyterian Church
33 Gleason Street

Delray Beach, FL 33483
phone: 561-276-6338

fax: 561-272-8505
e-mail:

administrator@firstdelray.com
web page: www.firstdelray.com

T he S pire
EDITOR:

Tim Knapp

LAYOUT:
Char Conklin

SPECIAL THANKS:
Printers Choice



3

Journey Map for Spiritual Progress
– Using Heart & Soul Volume 2 –

© Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

Gettin
g Started Go Deeper

Develop CommunityInvite Others

•  Read the brief scripture provided.
    •  Read the meditation that follows scripture.

•  Thoughtfully answer each of the
    provacative questions.
    •  Pray the prayer provided.

•  Identify one to three others to share
    this process.
    •  Agree to meet weekly at a set
        time for 90 minutes.
            •  Each person takes a turn sharing  
 with the group their written
 responses to each question. 
 Take one question at a time.

•  Grab an additional copy of
    Heart & Soul Volume 2.
    •  Give to a neighbor, work
        associate, acquaintance and
        invite them to worship with you.

“This transformation (spiritual growth) is what can happen when we come to the 
scripture formationally rather than informationally, when we allow the Word 
to address us through the text, when we willingly take the posture of the object 

that the text addresses rather than trying to control it.”

(M. Robert Mulholland, Jr.)



4

 Join us for our new Sunday Adult Education Class, led by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, beginning October 8th 
at 10 a.m. in the Conference Room in the Center for Christian Studies.  The focus of the class will be the best-
selling book, “What On Earth Am I Here For: The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren.  If you would like 
the church to order you a book for $10, contact Nancy Fine (276-6338, ext. 10 or nancyfine@firstdelray.com).  

v v v 

by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

What On Earth Am I Here For?

 In our Directory for Worship there is a section entitled Pastoral Care that reads, “The Christian community 
offers pastoral care to its members in their personal and communal life.  The church may provide different levels 
of the mutual ministry of care.”

 In previous editions of The Spire, I have written about three levels of care: individual member to another 
member; the work of the Deacons; and, as I mentioned last month, the work of Stephen Ministers.  This month 
we look at a fourth level of pastoral care, that provided by pastors in a church or community.

 IIn our church at this time, we have two pastors on the church staff: Dr. Doug Hood and me.  Additionally 
in the future, we will be calling a new Associate Pastor.  Dr. Hood and I are available for pastoral care for 
members and friends of the church.  We regularly visit people in the hospital or nursing homes as well as people 
in their homes.  If you would like a pastoral visit, please contact either of us.

 In addition, our church is associated with the Community Christian Counseling Center.  This is a counseling 
center that provides a team of highly trained professional counselors for the needs of the church.  If you would 
like to meet with one of these counselors, please call them at 622-5423 for an appointment.  There is a charge 
for their services.

 If you are finding yourself in need of some pastoral care, your pastors and the Counseling Center are here 
for you.  Please let us know how we may be of help to you and your family.

v v v 

by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

A Word from Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care
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 You are invited to join walkers on Flagler 

Drive in West Palm Beach for a 3.1 mile / 5K 

intracoastal walk.  This is great for families and 

fellowship.  Wagons and strollers are welcome.  

Walk, run, or jog on Saturday, October 7th at 

8 a.m. (rain or shine).  The meeting location is 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 211 Trinity 

Place, West Palm Beach (Exit Okeechobee East, 

to Chase, turn left).  Watch for more details in the 

Sunday Bulletin and church website.

v v v 

We Welcome 
to Our Membership

Katheryn Buhle
Warren Buhle

Michael Coleman
Connie Dennehy
Gale Le Gassick

Josephine McQuaid
Debbie Moore

Lynda Widmayer

Session Report  
The Session met during July to receive new members 

and approve a baptism.

v v v

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,338,698
Amount Received: $2,480,610

As of 8/9/2017Save the Date: 
Annual  

End Hunger Walk
by Jeanne Heavilin, 
Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

Walk…

Pledge…

Pray…
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“Pardon Our Dust”
by Kurt Bagwell, Co-Chair, Capital Campaign

  Have you ever remodeled part 
of your house and lived there while 
the work was performed?  You 
told yourself “well, they are only 
working in that area over there, it 
won’t be so bad, right?”  As many 
of you know, it’s always a little 
more disruptive than we had hoped 
for, and our project at the church is 
no different. 

 As we finish the first 90 days 
of the final portion of the largest 
part of the church’s $3.5M Capital 
Campaign, we wanted to say “thank 
you for bearing with our dust”.  The 
work is moving very quickly, but 
it is a lot of work, and when you 
move mountains and mountains 
of dirt and rock … then add new, 
heavy construction on top of it, it is 
messy!

 But the good news is that the 
project continues to move quickly 
and they are making up ground on 
the delays we had in getting the final 
permits from the City of Delray 
Beach.  We are still targeting to be 
finished with everything right at the 
end of December, and of course are 
pushing hard to beat that date.  Our 
contractor, Mouw and Associates, 
has been wonderful to work with 
as has our architectural firm Currie 
Sowards Aguila.  They have both 
made this a fantastic project so 
far and are committed to a swift 
completion with a very high quality 
of work.  As you can see from the 
photos Nancy puts up on Facebook 
each week, there is a lot happening 
all at once.  The new addition to 
the Narthex (multiple restrooms, 
Bridal Room, larger Narthex) is 
well underway and under roof.  The 

new entrance and portico/drop-off 
area is well underway too.  All of 
the new drainage systems for storm 
water have been completed to the 
south and east.  Those on the east 
have disrupted our parking a bit 
more than expected, but it will help 
us gain time on the schedule.  The 
conduits are going in underground 
in the back and then we move the 
FPL electrical lines underground 
to maximize our parking space 
counts.  

 A first coat of asphalt on 
the south side and new entrance 
off Gleason Street is expected 
in September assuming good 
weather.  Once that happens we 
hope to open back up part of the 
main parking areas on the south, 
even though the new portico/drop 
off area and Narthex will not yet 
be open.  Access to the Sanctuary 
will continue to be through the 
front doors on Gleason Street and 
through the side Sanctuary doors 
off the Courtyard with continued 

access from the Center for Christian 
Studies.  

 On the funding front, we now 
have pledges committed totaling 
$3,338,748 on a goal of $3.5M.  We 
have yet to draw anything on our 
approved loan; we are using only 
our cash-on-hand for all payments 
to this point, as collections of 
pledges are ahead of schedule.  
For those of you who are able to 
finish off your 3 year pledge goals 
and send the cash in early, that 
will continue to help us stay on 
this favorable path.   For those of 
you who have the ability to make 
a pledge or increase your pledge, 
as many of our congregants have 
already done, those actions are 
blessed and welcomed!  

 The best part of this project 
for Rob Tanner and I so far are the 
reactions from many of you - a lot 
of “wow, this is all really coming 
together and very quickly, and we 
are getting a vision now of the final 
product and how big of an impact 
this will make!”  The support and 
understanding we have had from 
everyone while we continue to 
say “Pardon our Dust” has been 
tremendous.  Thank you for that.

 So, to wrap it up - the project 
is full speed ahead, very close to 
schedule, on budget, and in just 
a short time (less than 150 days) 
the fruits of everyone’s labor and 
God’s blessings will be clear for all 
to see !  Your continued patience 
and support throughout this trying 
yet exciting time is appreciated.

v v v 
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The Finish Line!
by Marshall Duane, Capital Campaign Follow-up Co-Chair

 The excitement is building. In several months we will have a new and improved church campus with 
beautifully landscaped parking lots, more convenient and additional parking spaces, an expansive portico and 
a roomy Narthex with larger restrooms. 

 We can be just as excited by the commitment of our members for this capital project. An astounding 
89% of our families have pledged ninety-five percent of the needed funds for the $3.5 million budget. It is 
understood that these improvements are important for our church not only for today but also for the future. 

 To date, we have received almost $2.5 million in payments against pledges. The remainder will be received 
over the next eighteen months. Thus it will be necessary for the church to draw upon its approved loan to make 
construction payments through the end of the year. Many members have kindly expedited the payment of their 
pledges. The more we can accelerate and increase our pledge payments the less will need to be borrowed; 
saving the church interest costs. 

 Several of our members have taken advantage of the recent rise in the stock market to increase their 
pledges. Donating appreciated securities to the church has allowed them to receive a charitable tax deduction, 
avoid capital gains taxes, diversify their investment portfolios, and increase their income by reinvesting into 
higher yielding securities. This is a win-win strategy for the member and the church. 

 As the construction progresses toward completion we ask that everyone give prayerful consideration to 
increasing their pledge and expediting their payment. An additional 5 – 10% of every pledge will get us across 
the Finish Line.

 We are grateful for the generosity of our members and friends. The continued success of the mission of 
First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach is influenced by our commitment. 
  

v v v
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 Because of uncertainties due to the construction this year, the traditional Holiday Bazaar will be offering 
new opportunities for holiday shopping sprees. We will open a “Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House” 
on September 5th. Shoppers will be invited to The Holly House Gift Shoppe on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings between 10 a.m. and noon, while “elves” busily work on a broad array of new gifts. Fall decorations 
will be available on Sunday, September 10th in Fellowship Hall during the End of Summer Social event after 
services.  The Holiday Gift Shoppe will be open after services on Sunday mornings starting October 1st. 

 New this year are the jewelry designers, “Beads 
Gone Wild”. Lucy Moreau, an experienced jewelry 
maker, has formed a team that has created unique 
necklaces, bracelets, and earrings using crystals, stones, 
and wood.

 Barbara Matusik, a renowned quilter at Holly House, 
has tree skirts galore, many sizes, but all beautiful. Her 
quilted placemat and napkin sets are exquisite. Wait 
until you see the cross body purses that new member, 
Norie Gelfond, had made. Joan Sopp, an original board 
member of the Holly House, has made capes that are 
perfect to keep shoulders cozy when going into a cool 
restaurant.  

 Coastal products are excellent for year round décor 
in homes by the sea.  There is a selection of shell 
trees, driftwood crosses, oyster shell wreaths, sailboat 
wreaths, and sandscapes in glass containers. 

 The Clever Crafters, led by Betty Rodriquez, have 
made elves and choir people from clay pots. Bird 
lovers will love the bird houses. Several creations are 
in process.  

 The Fantastic Florists have an array of wreaths and 
trees. A unique miniature creation is an Advent tree 

on a chest of drawers. Each day during Advent, an ornament from the chest will be placed on the tree. By 
Christmas, the tree will be completely decorated. Wreaths, trees, and swags are available in several sizes and 
designs. 

 A magnificent Christmas Village is available for sale.  Individual items and the whole set is available  
for sale.  

 Challenges create opportunities. Because Phase II of the construction will limit access to the Holly House, 
we are offering a wider array of products over a longer period of time. Red, white, and blue decorations 
are available for Labor Day, Columbus Day, and the rest of the national holidays. Fall, Halloween, and 
Thanksgiving decorations are available.  Since the workshop continues during the shopping season, shoppers 
will want to make several trips to see what’s new.  v

Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House
by Linda Prior
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Regular Sunday School starts August 27th

 Our children and youth will be using a curriculum called Growing in Grace and Gratitude which has been 
crafted by the PCUSA. This curriculum focuses on God’s relationship with humankind, which is grounded in a 
covenant of grace and love.  The Bible stories will give us a glimpse into the heart of God.  We will learn about 
love, betrayal, trust, and reconciliation. We will see that God makes unlikely choices in a way that dares us to 
trust in God!

 Children will have access to activities to do at home via online resources. There will also be a downloadable 
e-book for ibooks and kindle which is intended for families to use at home!
 
 Children who have started first grade through 5th grade will be with Grace Hood.  Alice Barrett and Iva 
Branscome lead Bible Bunch for children aged 3 through kindergarten. Nursery is available for children under 
three. Our Nursery Workers are Mandy Tidmore and Serenity Reeves.

v v v

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

Put on your fall 
calendar: 

November 5th,  
Puttin’ Into Fall 

November 26th,  
Hanging of the Greens
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  Despite what the news may tell 
you, despite what the internet might tell 
you, despite what your friends at work 
or your family members over dinner 
might tell you, the world has never 
been a safer, more fair place in all of 
human history than at this very moment. 
Scientists estimate that between 2005 
and 2010 alone, the number of human 
beings living in poverty decreased by 
half a billion.1 Child mortality rates 
have plummeted, mankind’s previously 
unfettered population growth has begun 
to slow down, advances in medicine 
have wiped out plagues and viruses that 
have repeatedly crippled humanity, and 
most significantly, we are in the middle 
of what scientists have named a “long 
peace”—so far the twenty-first century 
has seen the fewest number of battle 
deaths in recorded history.2

 And yet one would be hard-pressed 
to find a time in recent memory where 
our rhetoric has been more poisonous, 
our hatreds and suspicions towards our 
neighbors more invective and vicious. 
We saw this first hand during the 2016 
presidential election when good men 
and women on both sides of the political 
aisle abandoned all pretense towards 
decency and respectful pluralism in 
favor of dehumanizing campaign tactics 
that favored destructive emotion and 
groupthink over rationality and reason. 
The world has never been a safer, more 
peaceful place. But does it feel like it?

 As I previously inferred in my 
review of Denis Villeneuve’s Arrival 
(2016), perhaps the most important thing 
lacking in our society today is a simple 
sense of empathy: empathy for strangers, 
empathy for people of different races and 
religions, empathy for people the world 

has taught us to hate and vilify. If it took 
a big-budget sci-fi epic to remind us of 
this last year, then in 2017 it seems like 
the job falls to Michael Showalter’s The 
Big Sick, the most unexpected sleeper hit 
of the summer. Based on the true story 
of Silicon Valley star Kumail Nanjiani’s 
romance with his future wife Emily V. 
Gordon, the film is a wickedly funny, 
devastatingly truthful look at prejudice 
and love’s power to overcome it.

 Kumail (who plays himself) 
starts the film as a struggling stand-up 
comedian in Chicago who moonlights as 
an Uber driver. His immigrant Pakistani 
family are desperate to marry him off 
to a nice Muslim girl, and almost every 
night at dinner they have an “unexpected 
guest” in the form of an eligible young 
woman who just so happens to have a 
headshot for Kumail. But things change 
when he meets Emily (Zoe Kazan) at 
one of his shows. They hook up and fall 
in love. But Kumail refuses to tell his 
family about her, aware that they have 
already disowned one of their own for 
marrying an Irish woman. After learning 
about his duplicities, Emily breaks up 
with Kumail.

 And that should have been the end 
of their story. But then Kumail gets a 
phone call in the dead of night: Emily’s 
very sick. She’s in the hospital and none 
of her other friends are able to make it 
there so won’t he please drop by and 
see if she’s okay? But immediately after 
arriving, he’s shanghaied by doctors 
who convince him to sign a series of 
papers giving them permission to put 
Emily in a medically-induced coma so 
they can fight a virulent, life-threatening 
lung infection. Afterwards, while still in 
a state of shock, Kumail calls Emily’s 
parents Beth and Terry (Holly Hunter, 
Ray Romano) who fly in from North 
Carolina. The two of them know full 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

well about their rocky romance and are 
less than thrilled to see him. But when 
the doctors tell them that their original 
diagnosis for Emily is wrong and they’ll 
have to keep her in a coma for several 
more days while they figure out why 
her body isn’t reacting to the antibiotics, 
the awkwardness and contemptuousness 
between these three desperate strangers 
breaks down.

 From a theological standpoint, 
it’d be easy to interpret this film as 
strictly symbolic: people from all walks 
of life come together into a common 
family through their love of Christ. 
Too easy, in fact. I think Showalter is 
trying to say something more about 
how we allow arbitrary differences 
in culture and religion divide us over 
insignificant things. Everyone seems 
opposed to Kumail and Emily’s 
relationship: when his parents find out 
that he’s marrying a white non-Muslim 
girl, they do indeed disown him. And 
though it’s never explicitly stated, it’s 
obvious that the country-music loving, 
white-bread Beth and Terry have their 
reservations about their daughter falling 
in love with a Muslim. But notice how 
Showalter introduces these stereotypes 
only to dismantle them. Beth might be 
a Southern drawl-speaking daughter of 
a military family, but she’s the first to 
defend Kumail when he gets called a 
member of ISIS at one of his comedy 
shows. Terry might be a reserved New 
York City bookworm, but he’s capable 
of powerful, explosive emotions, 
particularly concerning his family. 
And while Kumail’s Muslim family 
is extremely conservative, theirs is a 
home of love, laughter, and family with 
few reservations against adapting to 
American culture—marriage being the 
big one.

 Showalter could have easily 
reduced these people into Characters 
with a capital “C.” But instead he allows 
them to be human beings: flawed, fragile, 
and capable of terrible mistakes. But 
ultimately, it’s our common humanity in 
times of strife that can save us. All of us 
should remember that going forward. v

1 https://www.brookings.edu/on-the-record/the-changing-state-of-global-poverty/
2 https://www.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424053111904106704576583203589408180
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Deacons’ Corner

Dogs (Cats, Birds, etc.), Donations, and Deacons – Get the Connection?

by Mary Martinéz 

  The summer is drawing to a 
close (even if it doesn’t feel like it). 
The Deacons are looking forward 
to many of their snowbird flock 
members returning from places to 
the north, or just from vacations 
that took them out of the sauna of 
South Florida.  

 As you know from previous 
articles, the Deacons don’t take 
any of the seasons off. To sustain 
our work year-round, we need 
your monetary as well as spiritual 
support. We seek your financial 
support in two ways:  1) special 
projects, and 2) the regular 
offerings you make to the Deacons’ 
Fund.  This fall, you can help us 
serve those inside and outside of 
the congregation in both ways!

 First, let’s talk dogs (all pets, 
actually) and the Scholarship 
Fund. Whether we have pets or 
not, many of us have a special place 
in our hearts for these non-human 
– but kind of human – beings, and 
so did St. Francis of Assisi.  Many 
churches in the United States 
celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi each year in early October 
by having a “Blessing of the Pets.”  
Celebrations commemorate St. 
Francis’ life, who was born in the 
12th century and is the Catholic 
Church’s patron saint of animals 
and the environment. Kevin E. 
Mackin, O.F.M. says, “No wonder 
people enjoy the opportunity to take 
their animal companions to church 
for a special blessing. Church is the 
place where the bond of creation is 
celebrated.” 

 Pets are comforting. They are 
there when our human companions 
aren’t or can’t be, and they offer 
a special service by helping (in 
some remarkable ways) those who 
are ill or need assistance of some 
kind.  Every fall, we offer the 
congregation and the community 
an opportunity for a blessing of 
their pets, with the donations given 
at the event going to our Deacons’ 
Scholarship Fund. This fund is 
dedicated to assisting high school 
grads from our congregation to 
pursue higher education. This 
year, the service and giving of 
individual blessings will be held 
at 4 p.m. on the afternoon of 
October 8th in the Courtyard. 
Please come with your family 
and friends, and bring your pet, 
a picture of your pet, or a stuffed 
animal to be blessed. They are all 
welcome!

 Now to the matter of regular 
offerings to support the Deacons’ 
work. Four times a year, you 
should notice a special envelope in 
your envelope box (or in the pews) 
that says, “Deacons’ Fund.” The 
contributions you make in this way 
support the everyday work of the 
Deacons. This includes:

• Christmas and Easter Cards sent 
to our “flocks” that remind them 
we are here to provide help through 
prayer or service, and that we share 
with them in the celebration of 
these special times in our lives as 
Christians
• Shut-in gifts

• “Special Distributions,” 
which are short-term/one-time 
instances of financial assistance to 
congregation members in difficulty 
• The Transient Fund, which is 
used for assisting non-members 
who present themselves with 
immediate needs for sustenance, 
housing, etc.
• Any supplies we need to carry 
out our work
• And, in some years, 
contributions to the Youth Mission 
Trip
 
 Except for the contributions 
to the Scholarship Fund and the 
Deacons’ Christmas tree, which are 
dedicated funds for those purposes, 
the Deacons’ Fund envelope 
collections are the sole means of 
funding our work.
 
 We know that you will continue 
to pray for us and to help us meet 
the needs of those we serve. We 
look forward to having you join 
us for the Blessing of the Pets and 
encourage you to use the Deacons’ 
Fund envelopes to express your 
financial support throughout the 
year. The message to remember for 
October is “Dogs + Donations = 
Deacons.”

“A generous person will prosper; 
whoever refreshes others will 

be refreshed.”  
Proverbs 11:25

v v v 
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 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team is taking a summer break. However, prayer requests that come 
through our worship services or through the church office are still distributed by the church office 
to the prayer ministry team for individual prayer. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.


