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Sunday School
will start
September 13, 2015
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

O ur children will be using
a curriculum called Growing in
Grace and Gratitude which has
been crafted by the PCUSA. This
curriculum focuses on God’s
relationship with humankind,
which is grounded in a covenant of
grace and love. The Bible stories
will give us a glimpse into the heart
of God. We will learn about love,
betrayal, trust, and reconciliation.
We will see that God makes
unlikely choices in a way that dares
us to trust in God!

C hildren will have access to
activities to do at home via online
resources. There will also be a
downloadable e-book for ibooks
and kindle which is intended for
families to use at home!
S unday

School will be a
multi-age group of 1st through 5th
grade, which will be led by Grace
Hood. Sunday School children
will be dismissed following the
Time with the Children in
Sunday Worship. Y
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September 2015

SUMMER SUNDAY
SCHOOL
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

What did you do over the
summer is the question that is
asked of every school child on
the first day of school. This
summer the children of our
church celebrated summer with
an unusual program of fun and
education. Each Sunday during
the summer was dedicated to a
fun activity rooted in our faith.
The highlight for June was the
Father’s Day craft led by the
wonderful ladies of the Holly
House. In July, the children
baked cookies for Punch on the
Patio, learned how to play the
chimes with Jim Poch and had
a church scavenger hunt led by
Aaron Strippel. August started
with a snow day. A craft day was
followed by Anne and Olivia
Gaudree helping the children
with a cooking day. The month
ended with a program presented
by Betsy and Mike Owen as
they captured the children’s
imagination with their work
around the world. Y
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From My Heart to Yours
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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Associate Pastor

Jo Garnett, M.C.E.

BECOMING ANXIOUS FOR GOD

Associate for Pastoral Care

“One by one, they all began to make excuses.”

Donald J. Cannarozzi, M.M., J.D.

Luke 4:18 (Common English Bible)

James K. Poch, S.M.M.

An anxious eye on the clock and the unending fight with time accurately
describes the character and tempo of life today. We are a people always on the
move, operating on a tight and crowded schedule. The pace of life seems swifter
than that of a previous generation, the pressure harder and responsibilities to be
borne heavier than they should be for any one person. The tragic consequence
for millions is that little time is given to cultivate the life of the soul – little time
left to know and enjoy God.

Luke’s story offers caution. In this parable, Jesus speaks of a man who
prepared a great feast and sent out invitations to his friends to be his guest. One
by one they sent their apologies. The first had bought a farm and felt it prudent
to go and look it over. The second closed a deal for five oxen and was off to
check on them. The third had recently married – perhaps the strongest excuse
but an excuse nonetheless. At that the host directed his servant to go out and
bring to the feast the poor, the crippled, blind, and lame. Jesus’ point is clear.
All three men were engaged in perfectly legitimate activities. Yet, so immersed
in them were they that they left room in their lives for nothing else.

Jesus’ life was also filled with many legitimate activities. Some may say
that Jesus’ life was burdened with the needs and hurts of others. But do not fail
to notice an important distinction between the life lived by Jesus and the life
of the men in the parable. Jesus made time for quiet, for prayer, and for God.
Precisely because the demands of life exhausted Jesus he would slip away from
the crowds and the bustle to be alone with God. If Jesus realized the sustaining
need of regular time with God, how much more do we? Jesus’ deepest need to
get through each day was spiritual. So is ours.
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We are a busy people. Occupied and preoccupied by this and that, and
the other thing, those things that matter most are often crowded out. Luke’s
Gospel makes a plea for the human heart and soul – a plea for perspective and
recognition of the supreme values for which Jesus stood. In an overcrowded
life, and the pressure and pace being greater than they should be, Jesus’s own
life calls us to practice discrimination – to choose wisely what will fill our
lives, never neglecting to reserve time for the spiritual. The spiritual should
have priority over everything else. Our duty to God comes before all other
demands placed upon us. Should we become anxious about what we face this
day, let us first be anxious for God. Y
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the
name of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

DISCIPLESHIP MATTERS
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

“He (Jesus) found Palestine, like the rest of the world, full of unpromising people
– women of Samaria, Prodigal Sons, dishonest public servants like Zacchaeus,
fishermen like Peter, James, and John, getting nowhere in their lives –
and he left them changed so that one would hardly recognize them.
Moreover, Jesus always took it for granted that such change is an essential part
of human living so that, far from being strange, it is to be expected.”
(Harry Emerson Fosdick)
The question we must ask ourselves is this:
Are we allowing the Risen Christ sufficient access to our own lives
such that we might be changed? Below is one pathway for opening
our lives to the work of Jesus Christ.
YYY

A Basic Approach to Spiritual Growth
Formative Practices
Worship Regularly
Pray Daily
Learn & Apply God’s Word
Participate in a Ministry
Give Financially
Time in Solitude with God
Identify a regular time each day to be alone with God for a minimum of twenty minutes reading the
Bible and prayer. Also helpful is the use of a devotional guide such as Dr. Hood’s Heart & Soul
available from the church.
Time in Community with Others
One hour each week, spend time with one or more people reading the Bible and discussing the
application to life today. Also share how your faith is growing or faith challenges you are facing.
This may be done with a spouse, children, or friends. Make it enjoyable with a beverage and snacks.
Time Sharing Your Faith with Another
Our faith expands richly by sharing with another person how we are personally experiencing God or
what we are discovering by our personal reading of the Bible. Be intentional and do this once or twice
each year with different people like colleagues at work or friends in social circles.
© W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

Catching Up with Our 2014 Scholarship Recipients:
Faith and Service, Thriving in Life Transitions

One of the blessings of
being a Deacon is in following
the life events of those in our
flocks. Watching the growth
of our younger members is
particularly rewarding, and
through our yearly scholarship
program, we have a special link
with our scholarship awardees.
Since it is your generosity
that makes these scholarships
possible, we thought you would
like to hear how the first year
of college went for our 2014
recipients.
Siena Del Mastro, who
has completed her first year at
FAU, is happy to have found
her place in a school of 20,000
students through membership
in a faith-based sorority. While
still officially pursuing a degree
in Communications/Film
Studies, she tells me that her
recent job as a nanny has made
her think of changing to a major
in elementary education. If she
does switch, she would like to
teach 1st through 3rd grades
because at this point, “you can
really impact how kids learn
for the rest of their lives.” Stay
tuned! Siena shared that in
addition to making new friends
and learning the ins and outs of
navigating campus life, it has
been quite a challenge to figure
out how to balance studying,
working, participation in a
sorority, and, since she is living
at home, continuing to share
everyday life with her family.
Over the year, she feels she
has adjusted to taking on adult
responsibilities through learning
to manage her own time.

Siena has found her sorority
membership to be particularly
rewarding and strengthening. She
describes being with her sorority
sisters, many of whom are Jewish,
as a “home away from home,”
as the group reads scriptures and
prays together regularly, sharing
their different faiths. She says that
knowing that she can “rely on God,”
whatever the situation, has helped
her handle the many changes she has
experienced in the past year. When
she turns 21, she looks forward
to perhaps becoming the camp
photographer or a small group leader
at Montreat.
Olivia Gaudree, who is
planning for a career in business,
also found herself on the campus
of a very large university, Florida
State in Tallahassee, which proved
to have a culture quite different
from here in South Florida! While
she anticipated that she might be
homesick, never having spent much
time away from her family, she found
that she was ready for this transition.
Like Siena, she was able to find a
more intimate community within the
larger university through sorority
membership, making a number of
good friends, and finding a mentor
in one of the older girls who helped
her a great deal in making the college
transition. Although she has decided
not to continue with the sorority in her
sophomore year, she is very glad to
have had the experience and to have
made the connections it provided her
as she started out at FSU.
Olivia says she shopped around
broadly for a church near the FSU
campus, but hasn’t really found one
yet that she wants to attend on a
regular basis. She anticipates that this
will change in the coming year as she
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becomes more settled in other aspects
of college life. She has continued
to do volunteer work through her
sorority, raising donations and
helping with a community event
called “Hamburgers for Hearing” to
benefit FSU’s speech and hearing
clinic. She also participated in the
sorority’s “Clay Classic,” which was
a trap shooting competition to raise
funds for the Painted Turtle Camp and
the Starkey Hearing Foundation (and
no, she didn’t have the opportunity to
test her marksmanship!).
Brianna Seanor has
completed her first year at the
University of Central Florida, from
which she plans to graduate early
with a B.S. in Communication
Sciences and Disorders.
Her
comments on the biggest challenge
of the college transition echo those
of Siena and Olivia: It was “learning
to be independent”- staying on
track while having so many new
opportunities and options. Brianna
is proudest of being hired by UCF’s
DHRL (Department of Housing and
Residence Life). She finds it fulfilling
to share what she has learned with
new, incoming students, helping
them with all kinds of questions,
from housing to homework to social
struggles. She will continue in this
role in her sophomore year.
Brianna is also in the LEAD
Scholars group on campus, which
consists of first and second year
students who take leadership courses
and do outreach projects on and off
campus. Through living in a LEAD
dorm last year, she found it was easy
to get acquainted with others who
shared her love of volunteering, and
to get involved in such groups as
(continued on page 5)

SAVE THE DATE: 21ST ANNUAL END
HUNGER WALK (C.R.O.S. WALK)
by Jeanne Heavilin,
Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

WALK . . .
PLEDGE . . .
PRAY . . .
You are invited to join walkers on Flagler Drive in West Palm
Beach for a 3.1 mile/5K intracoastal walk. This is great for families
and fellowship. Wagons and strollers are welcome. Walk, run, or jog
on Sunday, October 11th at 3 p.m. (rain or shine). The meeting location
is Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 211 Trinity Place, West Palm Beach
(Exit Okeechobee East, to Chase, turn left). Watch for more details in
the Sunday Bulletin and church website.
YYY

(continued from page 4)

the “Knights Go Pink Breast Cancer
Awareness” and “St. Baldrick’s
Foundation UCF.” While she hasn’t
joined a sorority as yet, she has made
many wonderful friends who also
share her faith, in both the Christian
Fraternity Kappa Upsilon Chi and the
Christian Sorority Theta Alpha. Her
job and activities have made Brianna
feel very involved at UCF, and she
is hopeful she can manage to balance
them all (along with studying) in the
coming year. She looks forward to
keeping old friends and gaining new
ones, exploring herself, and to the
new opportunities that may come her
way.

For each of our students this
has been a pivotal year. As Brianna
says, “It is a learning experience and
just figuring out how to adapt to this
new-found freedom can change a
person, and their mindset, for better
or worse.” Clearly, their faith and
commitment to service has guided
these three young women in making
the most of their initial college
experiences, and their willingness to
share what they have been learning
strengthens us all. Let’s keep all of
our students in our prayers as the new
school year begins – they are truly a
blessing to our congregation!
Reminders from
the Deacons

Be sure to mark October 25th
at 4 p.m. on your calendar for the
Blessing of the Pets and tell your
friends. This event helps to raise
funds for the Deacons’ Scholarship
Fund.

21ST ANNUAL
CROS MINISTRIES

Remember that October 4th is
a Deacon Envelope Sunday. Your
support of this offering helps our
Deacons minister to others in our
church family.
YYY
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World Communion Invitation
Sunday, October 4th – 10 a.m.
“People will come from east and west, north and south,
and sit down to eat in God’s kingdom. Look! Those who are
last will be first and those who are first will be last.”
Luke 13:29-30 (CEB)

We come to Christ’s Table aware of our human frailty and our
sin. Our world has been shattered by selfish and foolish pride. We
also come knowing that God’s healing love can restore wholeness
and welcome us home.

At Christ’s Table, we are made one with Christ and one with
each other. We also are united with the Church in every time and
place. The unity of the Lord’s Table is a sign of the unity that
God wills for all of creation. From Christ’s Table, we can go out
with joy as witnesses of God’s love to work for the healing and the
reconciliation of God’s world.

Join Christians around the world at the great celebration.

Take
your place at the Lord’s Table on Sunday, October 4th, at 10 a.m.
and know the feeling of what it is like to be one with Christians
everywhere. Y

World Communion Day
by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

W orld

Communion Day is
October 4th. Millions of Christians
around the world come to the
Lord’s Table from before the sun
rises to well past the sunset. The
Invitation to the Table is given in
hundreds of different languages.
Different types of bread are used
that reflect each country. There
are so many differences in faces,
languages, cultures, and clothes.
What brings us together is that we
break bread in communion as we
remember what God has done for

the world.

On

World Communion
Day, you will be invited to bring
forward a loaf of bread that
reflects your cultural heritage
and place it on the Lord’s Table.
Delray Beach has attracted people
from many different countries
and backgrounds. Consider your
family origins. Is there a type
of bread that is specific to this
different country? Does your
family have a special tradition
6

around a special type of bread? As
part of the Time with the Children,
you will be invited to come
forward with your bread offering
to place on the Table.

P lease

email me, at
gracehood@firstdelray.com to
share what you will be bringing.
YYY

WORTH WATCHING
F OOTLOOSE
A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, New York University

T

he preacher-man runs to the
front of the library where a trash
can flames and smokes. A stream of
happy-faced zealots march towards the
inferno with books tucked under their
arms. They look to the preacher-man
for validation.
“You yourself agreed that this is
garbage…” one bow-tied man begins.
But he is quickly cut off.
Throwing his arms in the air, the
preacher-man beseeches the crowd,
“Everybody, listen to me! When did
you all decide to sit in judgment? Who
elected all of you to be the saviors of
everybody’s souls in Beaumont?”
“Reverend, we have a perfect right
to determine what our children—“ the
bow-tied man protests. But he is once
more interrupted.
“When you’ve burned all of these,
what are you going to do then?” Passing
off the surviving books to a young boy,
the preacher-man continues: “Satan is
not in these books…he’s in your hearts.
Go on home, all of you. Go and sit in
judgment of yourselves.”

As many might have guessed,

this preacher-man is none other than
John Lithgow in Herbert Ross’s 1984
classic Footloose, a true classic of
1980’s popular cinema about a young
man played by Kevin Bacon who
moves from Chicago to a small midwestern town where dancing and rock
music have been outlawed, though
fondly remembered for its intricate

dance numbers, Bacon’s charismatic
break-through performance, and Kenny
Loggins’s eponymous (and Academy
Award nominated) theme song. But
watching the film, I was particularly
struck by Lithgow’s turn as Reverend
Shaw Moore, the de facto leader of
the town of Beaumont who led their
crusade against “wickedness.”

Tyrannical ministers are by no

means a new idea in Western media.
But Reverend Moore was surprisingly
atypical of the trope in that he was
genuinely sympathetic. Unlike his
fire-and-brimstone brethren, Moore’s
actions are influenced not by sincere
overbearing Puritanism, mental
instability, or spiritual corruption, but
by personal tragedy. Years earlier he
lost a child in a terrible accident which
he blamed on lascivious teenage living.
In banning dancing and rock music,
Moore honestly believed he was doing
the right thing to protect Beaumont’s
children, first and foremost among
them his precious surviving daughter
Ariel (Lori Singer).

B

ut that’s the tricky thing about
children: they grow up. And at some
point every parent has to make the
decision to let their children make their
own. By keeping Ariel under lock and
key, she began to resent him. And that
resentment turned to hatred. And that
hatred turned to rebellion which led
to the exact kind of behavior that he
was trying to shield her from. What’s
worse, his zealotry warped the goodnatured (if prudish) adults of Beaumont
into book-burning fascists.

T

he power of Reverend Moore’s
story-arch comes from his coming to
terms with his own insecurities as a
7

father and as a religious leader in the
community in order to make up for his
mistakes. By trying to micromanage
his daughter, he stifled her growth as
a young woman. By trying to dictate
“Christian” rules into legal law,
the town became the antithesis of a
Christian society: insular, hostile,
violent. Beaumont’s Christians had
mutated from Disciples to Pharisees.

As Christians, one of the largest

pitfalls that we must avoid is living for
the rules like Reverend Moore instead
of letting the rules help us lead our
lives. The distinction can be a difficult
one. Small wonder that the Gospel of
Mark addresses this dilemma directly
in its second chapter. In it, Mark speaks
of a time when Jesus and His disciples
picked grain during the Sabbath. The
ever-watchful Pharisees challenged
Jesus, pointing out that harvesting grain
violated the Sabbath. Jesus’ response
was as simple as it was practical:
He answered, “Have you never
read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need?
In the days of Abiathar the high priest,
he entered the house of God and ate
the consecrated bread, which is lawful
only for priests to eat. And he also gave
some to his companions.” Then he said
to them, “The Sabbath was made for
man, not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark
2: 25-27, New International Version)

I

f Jesus’ disciples had followed
the Sabbath down to the letter of the
law, they would have gone hungry. But
God doesn’t want His children to go
hungry. Rather, our faith invites us into
a relationship with God that nourishes
and sustains life. Rules can never
do that. Y

Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

Save the Date for the Annual Holly House Bazaar
November 13 and 14, 2015
Activities are quickly increasing over the summer at the Holly House. The anticipation of the November Holly Days
Bazaar has everyone excited as they look at the projects that have been completed and the many new projects in progress.

Volunteer attendance is up 10%, and recently Holly House was blessed with three new members! Please join Holly House
as a volunteer. Volunteer when you can and as much as you can, all help and time is appreciated. There are lots of interesting
projects to work on, or if you need a suggestion for a great project to work on, we have lots of those too.

Holly House volunteers meet every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 9 a.m. to noon, with delicious treats following
the work for the morning. Anyone interested? Contact Donna King for more information at 523 6091. We would love to have
you join us!
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Here are the recent activities at Holly House:
Jewelry Department

– We
receive donated jewelry that we are
busy cleaning, repairing, pricing and
packing away for the bazaar. Rev. Jo
Garnett is our captain of watch repairs.
The jewelry department needs
jewelry donations - so check your
jewelry boxes for no longer used
jewelry and bring it to Holly House on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings, the
church office during the week, or give
it to one of the Holly House “ladies”.

Sewing Department – very
busy with lots of new items with
a backlog of items and patterns to
complete – from pillows, to tree skirts,

to darling items for children. If you like
to sew what a great area to volunteer.

Floral Department – The
Christmas trees are outnumbering our
volunteers – each one is more unique
and charming than the last. The newest
wreath designs are guaranteed to sell
quickly. The creative candle displays
are ready to be shown off.
Crafting Department

– There
are so many great new designs this
year. If you like knitting, or beads, or
gluing, or adding sparkles, or working
with papers, lovingly painting angels
and other ornaments – this is the area
to volunteer.

There is a place for you at
Holly House too!
Come join the camaraderie,
laughs, fun, prayers and joy.
By helping Holly House you are
helping our church.

Contact Donna King today at

561 523 6091 – or drop by on Tuesday
and/or Thursday mornings to see the
projects and meet the volunteers.
YYY

www.firstdelray.com
by Nancy Fine, Church Administrator

In

early July, our new church
website was launched. The new site
has all of the information found in
the old site, plus a whole lot more.
When you visit the website, the
first thing you will notice is that it
is now easier to find information
about the upcoming Sunday’s
service, including who is preaching,
scriptures, and even view a copy of
the bulletin.

If you are not sure who to contact
about an issue, there is a new page
(Whom to Call for What) in the
home section of the site. If you want
to contact a staff member, or even
see their picture, visit the Our Staff
page, found in the main menu.

It

is now easier to make your
donation online as the Give page
is listed in the main menu system.
Remember that this is a great way to
send your donation to help support
the work of First Presbyterian Church

One

of Delray Beach.

A

Membership Directory is
available on the site, in the Connect
section. This directory is password
protected. Members may request
the password by emailing me
(nancyfine@firstdelray.com). And,
members can opt out of being listed
in the directory by letting me know.
Remember that this directory is for
personal use only and not for business
purposes.

In

the Grow section, there is
information about our children,
youth, twenties and thirties, adults,
women, and men’s programs. Make
sure to watch the video from the
2015 Montreat Youth Conference on
the youth page. If you are coming
to Wonderful Wednesday, make
your reservation on the Wonderful
Wednesday page or on the Upcoming
Events page.

of the newest features is
that you can submit your prayer
request by completing a form online.
Visit the Pray on Behalf of Others
page in the Care section.

And

of course, you can still
read current and previous issues of
the Spire online, in the Resources
section. A new feature is that you
can now request to be added to the
Spire distribution list by completing
an online form.

M ost

importantly, visit the
Upcoming Events page often, as this
page is your source for upcoming
events. And, making reservations for
these events is now easier than ever
before.

R emember
to
visit
www.firstdelray.com often. It is
your resource for what is happening
at the church.
YYY
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Wonderful Wednesday Begins September 16th
by Linda Prior

Wonderful
Wednesdays are
back!
This is an opportunity to renew
friendships while enjoying delicious
meals catered by Lou Glesmann.
If that isn’t enough, we will be
enriched by speakers with inspiring
and informative messages. This
season, the theme of our Wonderful
Wednesdays will be “God’s
Creation”. The creation stories in the
book of Genesis teach us that human
life is grounded in three intertwined
relationships: with God, with our
neighbor, and with the earth itself.
All our speakers will be talking about
an aspect of God’s Creation.

O ur

speaker on September
16th is Aaron Strippel, our Head
Custodian, who manages our church
campus, keeping the buildings and
grounds beautiful. What does it take
to run a facility with nine buildings?
Aaron seems to be everywhere and
always available to answer a question
or lend a helping hand.

On

September 23rd, our
speaker is Jane Faysash, a Zen
Buddhist Priest who will introduce
us to tools to help keep us in balance.
In order to be in relationship with our
neighbor, we must maintain balance
and equilibrium in our own lives.
Are we always running and feeling
guilty that we should be doing or
giving more? Are we feeling taken
advantage of? Are we using external

substances to add joy or to calm
ourselves? Do we recognize when
our lives are out of balance? When
our lives are balanced, we will be able
to have compassion for ourselves
and others and we will be able to let
go of the need to control ourselves
and others, reducing anxiety and
depression.

W e look forward to seeing
you on Wednesday evenings, starting
on September 16th at 5:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. The cost of the
dinner is $7 per person, $5 per child,
with a maximum of $20 per family.
Dinner is served from 5:45 to 6:15
p.m. The program is from 6:30 to 7
p.m.. If you can bring a dessert, call
Linda Prior at 330-0245.
YYY

Pope Francis’s Prayer for Our Earth:
High Lord, who art present in the whole universe, and in the smallest among Your creatures,
You who envelop with Your tenderness everything which exists,
You pour into us the strength of Your love, so that we can take care of life and beauty.
Flood us with peace, so that we may live like brothers and sisters without harming anyone.
Father of the poor, help us deliver the abandoned
and the forgotten of this earth that mean so much to You.
Restore our life, so that we may protect the world, not so that we may plunder it,
so that we seed beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those that only look for advantages
at the expense of the poor and of the earth.
Teach us to discover the value of everything, to contemplate with wonder, to recognize our being deeply
united with all creatures on our path towards Your infinite light.
Thanks for being with us every day.
Please support us in our fight for justice, love and peace.
10

We Welcome to Our Membership . . .
Michael and Fransuah Chin
Davis Lewis, Jr.
Henry and Barbara Matusik
Kelly McKeethan
Keith and Quisqueya Neff
Randall and Milissa Regnier
Beth Rivers

Celebration of Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is extended to the families of the following
members upon the death of their loved ones:
– Janet Lewis Bandtel –
April 16, 2015
– Edward Bates –
June 24, 2015
– Nancy Young –
June 25, 2015
– Peter Denault –
July 30, 2015
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.
Youth Fellowship
Sundays, 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Our Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.
Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

