
  

Easter Sunday 

April 21, 2019 

 

We welcome you to worship.  

 

Inspirational Thought For The Week 

“The stated purpose of this church is to bring men and women into the  

transforming presence of Christ, in the fellowship of the Spirit 

that they may be made over in his likeness.” 

(David H.C. Read) 

 

The Prelude                                “Who Rolls Away the Stone?”            Andreas Hammerschmidt 

 

“Who rolls away the stone from the sepulcher? For it is so large, so large, it is so large. 

 

Be not affrighted, for you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified;  

Be not affrighted; he is now arisen, he is not here. 

 

The Lord have they taken from the dark grave where death bound him; 

and we do not know where they have laid him. Woman, why weepest thou? 

 

The Lord have they taken from the dark grave; and we do not know where they have laid him. 

 

He is not here, he is now arisen. This is where they laid him, where he first was taken. 

Therefore go your way and say to the disciples and Peter that he will go before you into Galilee; 

There shall ye surely see him as he hath foretold to you. 

 

Christ is arisen from all pain and torment, therefore shall we all forever joyful be. 

Christ our redeemer will be. Therefore shall we all forever joyful be.” 

 

                                                               “My Eternal King”                                        Jane Marshall 

 

“My God, I love thee. Not because I hope for heaven thereby, 

Nor yet because who love thee not must die eternally. 

Thou, O my Jesus, thou didst me upon the cross embrace; 

For me didst bear the nails and spear, and manifold disgrace. 

Why, then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, should I not love thee well? 

Not for the hope of winning heaven or of escaping hell. 

Not with the hope of gaining aught, not seeking a reward, 

But as thyself hast loved me, O ever-loving Lord! 

Even so I love thee, and will love, and in thy praise will sing. 

Solely because thou art my God, and my eternal King.” 

 

Welcome 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

 

Call to Worship (Psalm 25:1-2a, 4-5)                         Responsively 

Leader: “The Lord is Risen! 

Congregation: He is Risen indeed! 

Leader: I offer my life to you, Lord. 

Congregation: My God, I trust you. 

Leader:  Make your ways known to me, Lord; 



  

Congregation: Teach me your paths. 

Leader:  Lead me in your truth – teach it to me 

Congregation: Because you are the God who saves me.  I put my hope in you all day 

 long.” 

*Hymn of Praise                          “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                            Easter Hymn 

 

“Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!  Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia!  Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!  Praise eternal as God’s love; Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!” 

 

*Opening Prayer 

 

First Scripture Reading                                                                                         Matthew 28:1-8 

     After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

came to look at the tomb. Look, there was a great earthquake, for an angel from the Lord came 

down from heaven. Coming to the stone, he rolled it away and sat on it. Now his face was like 

lightning and his clothes as white as snow. The guards were so terrified of him that they shook 

with fear and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I know 

that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He isn’t here, because he’s been raised from 

the dead, just as he said. Come, see the place where they laid him. Now hurry, go and tell his 

disciples, ‘He’s been raised from the dead. He’s going on ahead of you to Galilee. You will see 

him there.’ I’ve given the message to you.” With great fear and excitement, they hurried away 

from the tomb and ran to tell his disciples. 

 

Time with the Children 

Gathering Song: “This Is the Day That the Lord Has Made” 

“This is the day, this is the day, 

That the Lord has made, that the Lord has made. 

I will rejoice, I will rejoice 

And be glad in it, and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made, 

I will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made.” 

 

Going Song: “Jesus Loves Me” 

“Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so.” 

 

We encourage families to worship together on this special day. 

Children 3-years-old through Kindergarten are excused for Bible Bunch (11 a.m.)(Bible Bunch 

Rm) 

All older children, please worship with your families. 

 



  

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
     “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 

 

The Ministry of The Church 

 

Offering   . . . “Freely we have received, freely let us give.” 

 

Offertory Anthem                                   “Pilgrim Song”                                          Ryan Murphy 

Blake Dykstra and Amelia Williams, solos 

 

“My brethren, I have found a land that doth abound with fruit as sweet as honey.   

The more I eat, I find, the more I am inclined to shout and sing hosanna.   

My soul doth long to go where I may fully know the glory of my Savior,  

And as I pass along I’ll sing the Christian song, I’m going to live forever. 

 

Perhaps you think me wild, or simple as a child, I am a child of glory.   

I am born from above, my soul is filled with love, I love to tell the story.   

My soul doth long to go where I may fully know the glory of my Savior.   

And as I pass along I’ll sing the Christian song, I’m going to live forever. 

 

My soul now sits and sings and practices its wings,  

And contemplates the hour when the messenger shall say,  

‘Come quit this house of clay, and with bright angels tower.’  

 My soul doth long to go where I may fully know the glory of my Savior, 

And as I pass along I’ll sing the Christian song, I’m going to live forever.” 

 

* Unison Affirmation of Faith                                                                          Colossians 1:17-20 

     He existed before all things, and all things are held together in him.  He is the head of the 

body, the church, who is the beginning, the one who is firstborn from among the dead so that he 

might occupy the first place in everything.  Because all the fullness of God was pleased to live in 

him, and he reconciled all things to himself through him – whether things on earth or in the 

heavens.  He brought peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

Special Music                                                            Amy Tate Williams, words by Fanny Crosby 

“Rescue the Perishing” 

Michael Testa, solo 

 

“Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, snatch them in pity from sin and the grave.   

Weep over the erring one, lift up the fallen, tell them of Jesus, the Mighty to save.   

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save. 

 

Tho’ they are slighting him, still he is waiting, waiting the penitent child to receive.   

Plead with them earnestly, plead with them gently. He will forgive if they only believe.   

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save. 

 

Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, feelings lie buried that grace can restore,  

Cords that are broken will vibrate once more! 

 



  

Rescue the perishing, duty demands it, strength for your labor the Lord will provide.   

Back to the narrow way, patiently win them.  

Tell the poor wand’rer a Savior has died.  He died to save.” 

 

                                                    “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”                                  Dan Forrest 

 

“Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow his example pure.  

Through a world that would deceive us, where to sin our hearts are lured.   

Ever in his footsteps treading, living here, yet home above, full of faith and hope and love.  

Let us do the Father’s bidding, faithful Lord, abide with me, savior, lead, I follow thee.   

 

Let us also die with Jesus, by his cross he conquered death,  

Freed us from our souls’ destruction, quickened us with life’s new breath.  

Let us mortify, while living, self and pride, and die to sin.  

And the grave that shuts us in shall prove the gate to heaven.  

Jesus, here I die to thee, there to dwell eternally.   

 

Let us gladly live with Jesus, he is risen from the dead.  

Death is swallowed up in victory, Jesus, thou art now our head.  

Living members of thy body, where thou livest, we shall be,  

Thou wilt keep us constantly, even so, dear Lord, come quickly, Jesus, here I live to thee.  

There to dwell eternally. Let us ever walk with Jesus.” 

 

Second Scripture Reading                                                                            1 Corinthians 15:1-20 

Brothers and sisters, I want to call your attention to the good news that I preached to you, which 

you also received and in which you stand. You are being saved through it if you hold on to the 

message I preached to you, unless somehow you believed it for nothing. I passed on to you as 

most important what I also received: Christ died for our sins in line with the scriptures, he was 

buried, and he rose on the third day in line with the scriptures. He appeared to Cephas, then to 

the Twelve, and then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once—most 

of them are still alive to this day, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all 

the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me, as if I were born at the wrong time. I’m the least 

important of the apostles. I don’t deserve to be called an apostle, because I harassed God’s 

church. I am what I am by God’s grace, and God’s grace hasn't been for nothing. In fact, I have 

worked harder than all the others—that is, it wasn't me but the grace of God that is with me. So 

then, whether you heard the message from me or them, this is what we preach and this is what 

you have believed. So if the message that is preached says that Christ has been raised from the 

dead, then how can some of you say, “There’s no resurrection of the dead?” If there’s no 

resurrection of the dead, then Christ hasn’t been raised either. If Christ hasn’t been raised, then 

our preaching is useless and your faith is useless. We are found to be false witnesses about God, 

because we testified against God that he raised Christ, when he didn't raise him if it's the case 

that the dead aren’t raised. If the dead aren’t raised, then Christ hasn’t been raised either. If 

Christ hasn’t been raised, then your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins,  and what's more, 

those who have died in Christ are gone forever. If we have a hope in Christ only in this life, then 

we deserve to be pitied more than anyone else. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead. 

He’s the first crop of the harvest of those who have died. 

 

Message                                               “An Endless Hope”                                               Dr. Hood 

 

*Hymn of Dedication                                                                                                          Llanfair 

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” 

 

 



  

“‘Christ the Lord is risen today!’  Alleluia!  All creation, join to say; Alleluia!  

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!  Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia!  

Death in vain forbids him rise; Alleluia!  Christ has opened paradise.  Alleluia! 

 

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!  Where, O death, is now your sting?  Alleluia! 

 Jesus died, our souls to save; Alleluia!  Where your victory, O grave?  Alleluia! 

 

Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven!  Alleluia!  Praise to you by both be given; Alleluia! 

 Every knee to you shall bow, Alleluia!  Risen Christ, triumphant now.  Alleluia!” 

 

*Benediction                         “Halleluiah” from Messiah              George Friedrich Händel 

 

“Hallelujah: for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. 

 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord, 

And of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

 

King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

 

Hallelujah!” 

 

*Postlude                                     “Symphony #5: Toccata”                          Charles Marie Widor 

*The congregation is invited to stand, if you are able. 


