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World Communion 
Invitation 

Sunday, October 7th – 10 a.m. 

“People will come from east and west, north and south, and sit down to 
eat in God’s kingdom. Look! Those who are last will be first and those 

who are first will be last.” 
Luke 13:29-30 (CEB)

 We come to Christ’s Table aware of our human frailty and our sin.  
Our world has been shattered by selfish and foolish pride. We also come 
knowing that God’s healing love can restore wholeness and welcome us 
home.  At Christ’s Table, we are made one with Christ and one with each 
other.  We also are united with the Church in every time and place.  The 
unity of the Lord’s Table is a sign of the unity that God wills for all of 
creation.  From Christ’s Table, we can go out with joy as witnesses of 
God’s love to work for the healing and the reconciliation of God’s world.  
Join Christians around the world at the great celebration.  Take your place 
at the Lord’s Table on Sunday, October 7th, at 10 a.m. and know the 
feeling of what it is like to be one with Christians everywhere. 

v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Unnamed SaintS

 “But his disciples took him by night and lowered him in a basket 
through an opening in the city wall.”

Acts 9:25 (Common English Bible)

 On March 4th, 1921 the United States Congress approved the burial of an 
unidentified American serviceman from World War I in the Arlington National 
Cemetery in Virginia.  Today, that monument is known as the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier.  It is considered one of the highest honors to serve as a Sentinel 
at the Tomb – fewer than 20 percent of all volunteers are accepted for training and 
of those only a fraction pass training to become Tomb Guards.  Out of respect for 
the interred, the sentinels command silence at the tomb from the thousands who 
visit each year.  Inscribed on the Western panel:  Here Rests In Honored Glory An 
American Soldier Known But To God.
 
 The Apostle Paul is the greatest evangelist of the early Christian Church 
and the author of nearly two-thirds of the New Testament.  Soon following his 
conversion to that faith he once sought to extinguish from the religious landscape, 
the Jews and their leaders at Damascus sought to silence him.  In fact, Acts 9:23-25 
narrates that “the Jews hatched a plot to kill Saul (Paul’s former name)” and “They 
were keeping watch at the city gates around the clock so they could assassinate 
him.”  Paul escaped by the heroic act of unnamed disciples who “took him by 
night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the city wall.”
 
 Not one of the disciples who aided in Paul’s escape is named.  Their identity 
remains unknown.  Yet, each one played an important part in the history of the 
Apostle Paul, without whom Paul’s great work might have never been completed.  
Paul would go forward from that glorious night to cover thousands of miles by 
sea and by land preaching the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Churches would be 
planted and life after life would be changed by his message of hope and eternal 
life available in the name of Jesus.  Through the robust ministry of the Apostle 
Paul, the Holy Spirit gave birth to a movement that would change the world.  
Yet, without the loyalty and devotion and courage of a few unnamed disciples 
one particular night, Paul would have perished at the hands of his enemies in 
Damascus.
 
 Our nation remains grateful to the tremendous leadership of great leaders 
such as General Patton, General Eisenhower, and General MacArthur.  The 
Christian Church continues to build upon the work of the Apostle Paul that is 
without parallel.  But it is true in our nation’s history and the history of the church 
that who they were and what they contributed would have never been realized 
had it not been for the loyalty, devotion, and courage of the unknown soldiers and 
unnamed saints who risked their lives, and in many cases laid down their lives for 
something they believed in.  We all depend upon one another.  We all need each 
other. And nothing becomes strong without the strength of the many. v
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My Daily Practice for Nurturing Faith
By Dr. Ken Janson

 Our Nurture Faith column has a new look! Contributors will be sharing short responses to 
questions about their personal daily spiritual practices for nurturing faith.

What is your daily practice for spending time with God?
 First I like to start the day with a cup of coffee, followed by a few minutes of meditation to feel the sense 
of a quiet mind.  Then I will read a few pages of The C.S. Lewis Bible.  The remarkable insights of C.S. Lewis 
have a powerful ability to translate the many powerful messages of the Bible into practical applications for 
daily life.  I make a regular attempt to reflect on these Christ-inspired insights daily, and especially when 
circumstances of life become difficult.  The Bible, and also for me the writings of C.S. Lewis, have the ability 
to bring honest truth and clarity to the spiritual messages of the Bible.  And, as a physician trained in physics, 
chemistry, biology, and advanced mathematics, I am continually impressed with the synergy between science 
and spirituality, not the opposite.  I see no conflict.  Virtually every advanced scientific discipline ultimately 
leads to a point of “something beyond”.

How long have you followed this practice?
 I have followed this practice for several years.  Previously I felt that I had no time beyond the personal 
and professional challenges of the day.  In retrospect, I feel that if I had started this spiritual journey earlier, 
it would certainly have helped with making better personal and professional decisions, and with being able to 
find peace and perspective in the midst of daily stress.

What time of day do you do this?
  I try to begin and end the day in this manner, and to keep some appropriate Biblical thought in mind to 
apply throughout the day.

What are you now reading for spiritual inspiration other than the Bible?
  I enjoy Doug Hood’s Weekly Meditations and other Christian commentaries.  I strongly recommend 
everyone to read C.S. Lewis’s great book Mere Christianity, which I initially read many years ago and enjoy 
re-reading.

Which Bible passage is most meaningful to you and why?
  I wouldn’t know where to start.  Every day brings new discoveries and fresh insights.

What are the difficulties you encounter as you seek to nurture your faith?
  I find that stepping back from the imminent demands of the day to find spiritual perspective and balance is 
an ongoing challenge, but remains critically important.  In a way, I feel that there is an analogy to the practice 
of starting a vigorous daily physical exercise program:  it is hard to start, but once begun, and certainly when 
finished, these disciplines are found to be of undeniable value and can clearly make for a much better day.  I 
still struggle with the “Why do bad things happen to good people?” dilemma.  This is an area where we all 
need the support, counseling, and expertise of trained theologians to help us find honest and accurate spiritual 
perspectives.  Dr. Hood explained to me some time ago that a better way to rephrase the question would simply 
be: “Why do bad things happen?”  Asking the question that way made a lot of sense to me.  We do live in a 
broken world.  I have come to understand that, in our role as Christians, we should accept this reality, but then 
do everything in our power to bring peace and healing to this broken world:  praying and acting so that we can 
move toward “Thy Kingdom come, on earth, as it is in Heaven”. 

v v v
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Your Mission Outreach Committee
By Jeanne Heavilin, Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

“And the second (greatest commandment): You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  
Matthew 22:39 (Common English Bible) 

What is the Mission Outreach Committee?  
  We are a group of members who are interested in serving our neighbors in our community and overseas.  
Anyone interested is welcome to attend meetings and become involved.

What do we do?  
  We allocate funds from the Mission budget to assist organizations that provide essential services, here and 
abroad.  These are listed on First Presbyterian’s website along with descriptions of their missions.  We identify 
the recipients of our annual Christmas Eve and One Great Hour of Sharing collections as well as coordinating 
a number of special events and projects.
  We  started this year with the Pajama and Book Drive last month and thank you all for your participation. 

The following are upcoming events and projects for all members:

This month, October, is one of two months that our congregation is asked to collect food for CROS Ministries 
to help keep their food pantries stocked.  You can bring in non-perishable food (see the list provided on the 
brown bags we’ll have available) during the entire month.  

On Saturday, October 6th, be part of the First Delray Beach team at CROS Ministries’ Hustle2EndHunger 
5K (Run/Walk) Family Fun Day at John Prince Park in Lake Worth.  You can walk, run, bring the family, 
or support participants by sponsoring them. 

On Sunday, October 21st, Pam O’Brien, the Executive Director of AVDA (Aid to Victims of Domestic 
Abuse) will be our guest at our worship service.  First Presbyterian has had a long relationship with AVDA.

In November, we ask our members to help fill Thanksgiving Boxes for the Caring Kitchen to distribute 
to needy families in our community.  These boxes contain everything needed to complete a Thanksgiving 
turkey dinner.

In December, partnering with the Back to Basics Angel Program, we will need help to wrap shoeboxes 
containing sneakers, socks, underwear, and a small toy for 60-70 children in our local schools who lack 
these basics. 

February is our second Food Collection Month for CROS and we will again ask for non-perishable food to 
be donated.  Local congregations are asked to collect food during two months each year.

Early next year, we will be hosting another tour of some of the agencies we assist.  These tours provide an 
opportunity for members to learn about the incredible services offered by these agencies.  

In April, we’ve scheduled a mission trip to Brit’s Home in Grand-Goâve, Haiti from April 7th – 13th.  This 
will be a week of service and exploration at this orphanage built by the Be Like Brit Foundation to honor 
Britney Gengal, one of the Lynn University students killed in the 2010 earthquake that devastated Haiti.  

We will provide more information about these events and projects during the year. First Presbyterian Church 
of Delray Beach is known in this community for our loving and caring congregation that has supported so 
many organizations over the years.  We thank you for continuing to provide that support, and for the love and 
compassion you show to our neighbors. v
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Session Report  
  
  During the month of August, the Session 
examined and received new members. They also 
approved a grant application that the church submitted 
to the Presbytery of Tropical Florida.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH AUGUST
 
                                                           2017                      2018
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $480,436 $443,228

Other Operating Receipts 150,526 164,019

Investments Used 222,310 285,589

Operating Reserves 24,236 58,634
 
Funding Sources $877,507  $951,471
 
Operating Disbursements $877,507  $951,471

We Welcome 
to Our Membership

Emily May

Matthew May

Celebration of  
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is 
extended to the families of the following members  

upon the death of their loved one:

Doris Davies – June 5, 2018

Alan Armour – August 18, 2018

Cathy Bolinger – September 15, 2018

Robert Stoner – September 16, 2018

Walk… Pledge… Pray…

Save the Date:  
1st Annual Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk) Family Fun Day

  Join us on Saturday, October 6th for CROS Ministries’ 
Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk) Family Fun Day at John 
Prince Park in Lake Worth to increase awareness about 
hunger in our community and raise needed funds for 
CROS Ministries’ hunger programs.  This is a great day 
for families and fellowship.  You can walk, run, bring 
the family, or support participants by sponsoring them.  
Registration begins at 6 a.m.; Run begins at 7 a.m.; Walk 
begins at 8:15 a.m.  The Family Fun Day Activities are 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.  For more information, visit the 
Welcome Center in the Narthex, and look for more details in 
the Sunday bulletin and on the church website.

v v v

by Jeanne Heavilin, Chair, Mission Outreach Committee
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Roads To Membership

“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you.  Heal the sick who are there  
and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’”  

Luke 10: 8-9 (NIV)

By Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

  And so, Jesus sent out the 
70 to spread the Good News of 
the Gospel and to begin building 
the Christian Church.  Those 
must have been challenging, yet 
exhilarating days.  Here in the 
City of Delray Beach, we too 
are at work building the Church 
of Jesus Christ.  Becoming 
a member of our wonderful 
congregation is certainly easier 
than “back in the day”.

 As one of the fastest 
growing churches in Southern 
Florida, we are blessed with a 
beautiful Sanctuary, a newly 
renovated Church Campus, and a 
beautifully landscaped property.  
More importantly, we are blessed 
with a warm and welcoming 
congregation, first-class musical 
Directors, an Angelic Choir, and 
the preaching of Dr. Hood and 
Reverend Rapier.

 Every Sunday it seems as if 
we have more and more visitors, 
many of whom have chosen 
to make Delray Beach, Boca 
Raton, or Boynton Beach their 
permanent home.  And so, I am 
often asked the question, “How 
can I join your church”?

 The answer is wonderfully 
simple.  We offer the opportunity 
to join our congregation on the 

first Sunday of every month, 
immediately following worship.  
Becoming a member takes just 
a few minutes.  We receive new 
members in our Covered Patio, 
just to the right of the Pulpit.

  There are four ways through 
which you can join:

 Via a Letter of Transfer:  If 
you are currently a member of 
another church, you may join 
via a letter of transfer.  Please 
give the name and address of 
the church where you currently 
have your membership.  We will 
notify them and inform them of 
your desire to unite with us.

 Reaffirmation of Faith: If 
you have professed your faith 
before and joined a church, but it 
has been a while or there is no 
membership to transfer, you may 
join by reaffirmation of faith in 
Jesus Christ.

 Profession of Faith:  If 
you have never professed your 
faith in Jesus Christ and never 
joined a church, you may join 
by profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ.  If you have never been 
baptized, we will join with you in 
celebration of your baptism into 
the family of God.

 Affiliate: If you are a 
resident in the area only part of 
the year and wish to maintain 
your membership in your other 
church community, you may 
join as an affiliate member.  You 
are entitled to all the rights and 
privileges of active members 
except for the right to vote and 
hold office.

 We will be offering a new 
procedure to receive affiliate 
members in the next couple of 
months.  Regular visitors from 
around Florida, the US, Canada, 
and the world, who watch our 
worship services through our 
Live Stream, will be able to 
become affiliate members of our 
church through a remote process.  
Details regarding this method 
will be published in an upcoming 
Spire issue and on our website. 

 And so, just as our Lord 
Jesus asked the 70 to spread the 
Good News of the Gospel, so do 
we, to his Honor and Glory.

Yours in Christ,
Len Battifarano, RE, CLP

v v v
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BLESSING OF THE PETS
“All praise to you, Oh Lord, for all these  

brother and sister creatures.” 

(St. Francis of Assisi, Patron Saint of Animals) 
 
Join us on Sunday, October 28th at 4 p.m. in the Courtyard 
for the Blessing of the Pets.  Pets must be on a leash or in 
a carrier, container, or cage.  If your pet can’t make it, 
bring a photo of her or him.  Children’s stuffed animals are 
welcome.  A free will offering will be taken to benefit the 
Deacons’ Scholarship Fund, which provides assistance to 
deserving high school seniors who have demonstrated their 
love and dedication to God and our church.  This event is 
one of the Deacons’ yearly projects.  We hope that you will 
participate and encourage your pet-loving neighbors to also  
join us. v

  There are many people in our local 
community who go hungry each and 
every day.  This October, we are once 
again asking for your help in meeting 
the very real, very basic needs of those 
who are hungriest in our community.  
You can do this by picking up a simple 
brown bag with a “shopping list” at the 
Welcome Center following the Sunday 
worship service.  You can shop for 
any of the listed items, but any canned 
products or boxes of non-perishable, 
unopened, unexpired products would 
be greatly appreciated.  Food may be 
left in the Narthex during the week or 
on Sunday mornings throughout the 
month of October.  Not a shopper?  
Donations are also appreciated, with 
your check made payable to “CROS 
Ministries” and placed in the collection 
plate on Sunday mornings throughout 
the month. 

v v v

  The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. 
in the Meeting Room to pray together for all those who request 
prayers.  This includes concerns, thanksgiving, and praise.  
Each request is treated with respect, confidentiality, and caring.  
If a request includes a name and address, a card will be sent 
to confirm the group is praying for those concerns.  You are 
invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (561-414-9165).  She will be happy to provide additional 
information about this ministry and welcome you to participate.
 

v v v

Fill a Bag . . . 
Feed a Family

Prayer Ministry Team
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Holly House

 Holly House workers have created floral, coastal, tableware, jewelry, and craft projects.  Beautiful all-
season decorations are available every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Wreaths 
and trees for the sailboat enthusiast, tennis player, or nature lover are available.  Trees made with shells and 
corks are big hits.  Fine jewelry and costume jewelry are on display.  Pick up unique items for gift giving.  

Holiday Gift Shoppe

 The Holly House Workshop has been 
transformed into the Holiday Gift Shoppe, ready 
for its grand opening on Tuesday, October 2nd.  
Halloween and Autumn items will be available.  
Thanksgiving and Christmas items that have 
been made and packed away for the sale will be 
available.  Transitional decorations that can be 
used from fall through winter will be ready for 
purchase. 

 While the transformation is taking place, 
the Holly House Workshop will continue.  If 
you would like to help set up the Holiday Gift 
Shoppe or if you would like to sew, craft, create 
shell decorations, or floral designs, you are 
welcome to participate.  This is an opportunity to 
discover hidden talents.  Everyone is welcome.  

 Jill and her daughter joined us at a Holly 
House Workshop recently, and together they 
made a beautiful seashell tiara.

 Come to the Holly House on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings between 9:30 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. to express your creativity and enjoy 
fellowship.  For further information, contact 
Cindy Pemberton (561-251-4334).  v



By Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children
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Putt’n Into Fall
 Come join your church family as we Putt Into Fall!!  You are invited to a 
church family event on Sunday, November 11th from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at Putt’n 
Around Delray Beach located at 350 NE 5th Avenue in Delray Beach.  This fun 
church event is for anyone who enjoys pizza, mini golf, and being with friends 
and family.  There is no cost, but registration is required as spots are limited to 50 
people.  Everyone who registers will receive one game of 18 holes, pizza, and a 
soft drink.  To register, go to the church website and click on Upcoming Events, 
or email mindicole@firstdelray.com. This is a first come first served event, so do 
not miss out on this fun afternoon!

Sunday School is in full swing! 
 Children are invited to attend church with parents, and after the Time with the Children, will be dismissed to their separate 
programs in the Center for Christian Studies: 

 Bible Bunch (Room 113)
Bible Bunch is led by Alice Barrett and Iva Branscombe.  This is for children ages 3 through Kindergarten.  This is a very 
special time for children to hear about God’s love and do a fun craft specially designed to illustrate the topic of the day.  

Children’s Sunday School (Room 109)   
Children from first grade through fifth grade are using the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum led by Grace Hood.  
Sarah Levine and Liz Landes are helpers.  

 Nursery Care is available for children up to age three.  Serenity Reeves and Amanda Tidmore are the nursery attendants. 

Opportunity for Service
 Our Sunday School has been growing steadily.  This is exciting!  We would like to divide the Children’s Sunday School 
class into two groups and are looking for a teacher.  There is a fun and easy to use curriculum, with help providing support and 
supplies.  This is an exciting opportunity for anyone who would like to share their love of God with the children of our church.  
If you are interested, please contact Grace Hood (561-276-6338, ext. 17 or gracehood@firstdelray.com). v

Don’t miss out on a New Season of Handbell Choir!

Westminster Ringers 
(handbells for high school youth and adults) will continue to meet 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:20 p.m. starting October 18th.  Anyone who 
is interested is encouraged to contact Jim Poch (561-276-6338, ext. 24 
or jimpoch@firstdelray.com). v

By Jim Poch, Associate Director of Music
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Christopher robin truly 
Doesn’t Care if you’re too 

JaDeD to enJoy it

  Jim Cummings is older now, 
about 30 years to be exact, from when 
he first voiced Winnie the Pooh and 
Tigger in Walt Disney’s animated TV 
series The New Adventures of Winnie 
the Pooh. And though director Marc 
Forster may have recast the voices 
of Pooh and Tigger’s other furry and 
feathery friends with new performers 
for Christopher Robin, the latest in 
Disney’s successful line of live-action 
remakes of their classic animated films, 
Cummings remains. Though the years 
have been kind to Cummings, perhaps 
the most chameleonic American voice 
actor since Mel Blanc, his voice has 
nonetheless turned more gravely since 
his first forays to English author A. A. 
Milne’s Hundred Acre Wood: there are 
pebbles in Pooh Bear’s mouth, ragged 
cords in Tigger’s throat; there’s a little 
more strain in the breaths between the 
“Oh bothers” and the “Woo-hoo-hoos!” 
But that’s the point, really. Why else 
would Forster age the otherwise ageless 
denizens of that enchanted land of make-
believe, turning their colorful fur ragged 
and grey like stuffed animals smothered 
with years of love? 

 Christopher Robin is a film about 
growing up—the growing up of its titular 
character, to be precise, as he casts off 
childish things during adolescence 
and adulthood, abandons toys and 
daydreams for schoolbooks and office 
desks. The England beyond the Wood 
has turned grey with age and exhaustion, 
poisoned by two World Wars and 
economic turmoil. But Pooh and Tigger 
remain, waiting for their friend’s return. 
And when we hear Cummings’ voice, 
we hear not just characters, but our 
childhoods. Here is a film unapologetic 
in its attempts to go for the emotional 
jugular vein. It seeks to strip the layers 
of maturity away from its viewers until 
nothing remains but the little children 
who loved these stories when they 
seemed so silly and big-hearted in such 
a not-so-silly, not-so-big-hearted world. 
It’s sappy, melodramatic, more than a 
bit clichéd, but it doesn’t care, for only 
adults can see things that way. For little 
children, it’s always the first time. And 
Christopher Robin tries to tell us that the 
first time need not be the last.

“Generally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your 
eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints and very shabby.  But these things don’t 

matter at all, because once you are Real you can’t be ugly, except to people who don’t 
understand.” —The Skin Horse, Margery Williams’ The Velveteen Rabbit

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 11
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 The film stars Ewan McGregor 
as Christopher Robin, all grown up as 
an efficiency expert at the dull, drab, 
London-based Winslow Luggage. At 
home, he has a wife, Evelyn (Hayley 
Atwell), and a daughter, Madeline 
(Bronte Carmichael), neither of 
whom he sees much of anymore as 
his tyrannical boss Giles Winslow Jr. 
(Mark Gatiss) forces him to work long 
hours and weekends. Finally, after 
years of toiling, Christopher schedules 
a weekend with his family at their 
countryside cottage in Sussex—the 
same cottage with the door to the 
Hundred Acre Wood. But at the last 
minute, Giles makes him cancel his 
plans and figure out how to decrease 
company expenditures by 20%…
by any means necessary. Agonizing 
over his broken promise to his wife 
and daughter and tormented by the 
realization that he’ll have to fire many 
of his co-workers, Christopher is 
stunned when none other than Winnie 
the Pooh shows up in his garden after 
the silly old bear somehow wanders 
there in the search for honey.

 So begins a saccharine series of 
happenings wherein Christopher and 
his growing cadre of stuffed friends 
scamper back and forth the 50 miles 
between London and Sussex, first 
trying to find the missing inhabitants 
of the Wood, then returning to London 
for an important business meeting, 
and finally skipping said business 

meeting to find Madeline in both 
places after she goes missing. All the 
while Christopher discovers his lost 
childhood and the Things In Life That 
Truly Matter, namely his family, his 
friends, and the realization that life 
isn’t a sum accumulation of work, but 
the moments of joy and contentment 
between the toilings. It’s all predictable 
pap—particularly the embarrassingly 
contrived last ten minutes where 
Christopher miraculously figures 
out how to save Winslow Luggage 
from going bankrupt without firing 
anyone—but it’s pleasant, pleasing 
pap at once gentle and achingly 
melancholic. McGregor is warm and 
tragic as a Christopher Robin forced 
to smother his deep currents of love 
and imagination for the sake of his 
adult responsibilities. Likewise, 
the new voice cast is downright 
charming, particularly Brad Garrett 
of Everybody Loves Raymond fame 
as the chronically depressed donkey 
Eeyore who steals every scene he’s in 
with a bottomless series of despairing 
one-liners. If there’s one flaw with the 
filmmaking, it would be that Matthias 
Koenigswieser’s cinematography is 
terminally under-lit, transforming late 
40s London into a washed out, bleary 
series of dull concrete buildings, 
duller shadows, and duller still rays of 
blinding light. This might be excused 
for a creative choice if the Hundred 
Acre Wood wasn’t also filmed much 
the same way, with only occasional 

splashes of green and red dotting the 
thistly countryside. (But considering 
I saw this film in a major movie 
theater in New York City and many 
said theaters have been caught lazily 
leaving 3-D projection lenses on for 
2-D screenings thereby darkening 
entire films—a practice that all but 
doomed most screenings of Ron 
Howard’s Solo: A Star Wars Story to 
opaque blackness—that might have 
just been my showing.)

 But then, of course, there’s 
Cummings as Pooh Bear and Tigger. 
Oh, to see these old friends once 
more, one still seeking honey, one 
still bouncing up and down on his 
tail. So much obvious love and 
attention was put into these two, not 
just by Cummings and the animators, 
but by the screenwriters who outdid 
themselves in replicating Milne’s Zen-
like, epigrammatic authorial voice. 
When Cummings sagely explains as 
Pooh that Nothing is the Something 
he likes to do best or growls at Tigger 
when he sees his own reflection ‘cause 
he’s the only Tigger there is, it’s 
impossible not to feel five years old, 
five years loved and safe and cared 
for, all over again. Christopher Robin 
knows this and isn’t ashamed of it. 
In fact, it’s the very reason it seems  
to exist. v

Continued from page 10

Rating: 7/10
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Youth and Young Adult Happenings
By Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

Youth Happenings
Youth Group (Grades 6-12) is back in full swing!  We meet every Sunday from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth 
Room for food, fellowship, and fun.  We’ve got several BIG events coming up:

October 7th we’ll be having Youth Group at the beach on Atlantic, right across from the church. 

October 28th we’ll be partnering with Family Promise to serve the homeless (parents: expect more 
details on that later this month).

November 4th, we’ll have an extended Youth Group as we embark on a Video Scavenger Hunt.  
Teams of youth will be competing in challenges all along Atlantic Avenue and the beach, then watching the 
results over dinner at the church.  Be sure to wear comfortable walking shoes – you’ll need them!

Speaking of walking, CROS Ministries is hosting a Hustle2EndHunger 5K (Run/Walk) Family Fun Day on 
Saturday, October 6th.  First Delray Beach participates in the walk each year, and it’s a great event for the whole 
family!  For more information, contact Jeanne Heavilin (jcheavilin@gmail.com). 

Young Adult Happenings
Ages 18-40 and beyond:  If you’re looking for an authentic, hospitable community, if you’re looking for good 
people, good fun, and good food, and if you’re looking to grow and stretch your faith, look no further. Young 
Adult gatherings are back!

Join us for our first gathering Sunday, October 28th at noon.  We’ll meet at the church, and then head 
down Atlantic for lunch.  Childcare will be provided.

After that, we’ll meet once a month.  Our second gathering will be Sunday, November 18th for Show 
and Tell. Yes, exactly like in Kindergarten.  Bring a bible, a picture, a tattoo, whatever you want – something 
meaningful to your faith and walk with God.  There will be no childcare this month, but children are welcome 
to attend (and participate!).

Questions?  Comments?  Ideas?  Contact Greg Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com). 

v v v
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By Linda Prior

Monday Morning Women’s  
Bible Study

 The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin the Fall season on Monday, October 1st.  We will 
resume studying Professor Craig R. Koester’s video series, “Reading Biblical Literature: Genesis to Revelation”.

 The Bible has shaped thousands of years of faith, art, and human history.  Yet for all its importance to 
believers and nonbelievers alike, we rarely engage with the Bible as a collection of unique narratives that were 
only later united into what we now know as the Old and New Testaments.

 Adept at explaining each book’s meaning and highlighting its literary beauty, Dr. Koester transforms 
the encounter with these ancient texts into a grand learning experience that’s equal parts educational and 
entertaining. Koester says,  “My hope with this course is that, by tending to the different viewpoints within the 
Bible, readers of all sorts might find promising avenues to explore. We share our perspectives with those of 
others, we join a conversation that’s ongoing.”

 Come join us Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room in the Center for Christian Studies.  As always, you 
will be greeted with a smile and quite possibly learn something new!  For more information, call Linda Prior 
(561-702-0245).

v v v

Bible Study participants enjoying lunch. 
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Please come and join us for food, fellowship, fun...and shopping!  

 The Fellowship Team is excited to announce our Meet and Greet/Progressive Dinner – a wonderful 
opportunity to socialize with members of your church family, enjoy good food, and get an early start on your 
holiday shopping.  

 On Wednesday, October 24th at 5 p.m. we will begin with a “meet and greet” at Holly House. Tasty 
appetizers and faux cocktails will be served for your enjoyment as you peruse the lovely items that our Holly 
House ladies have created to delight those on your holiday shopping list.  In addition to Christmas items, other 
seasonal (Fall, Halloween, etc.) and coastal items will be available.  

 Immediately following, we will “progress” to Fellowship Hall at 6 p.m. for a delicious dinner of chicken, 
candied sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce, and homemade pumpkin pie or apple pie.  

 The program for the evening is the best … it is visiting with old friends and making new friends … in other 
words, fellowship with your church family.  

 The cost for this special evening is $8 per person or $28 for a family of four or more.  Please make your 
reservations by Monday, October 22nd in one of the following ways: contact the church office; sign up online 
on the church website; or sign up on the sheet at the Welcome Center in the Narthex.

 We look forward to seeing you on October 24th! v

Meet and Greet/Progressive Dinner 
By Sid Breman

Employment Connections Ministry Is Branching Out and Growing
 Our ministry of helping the unemployed, underemployed, and unfulfilled here at First Presbyterian 
and in the community hasn’t taken the summer off. Besides helping our members in career or job searches, 
the core team has also worked on better defining and building our ministry’s infrastructure, creating 
training programs to help volunteers, defining workgroups who will help with creating programs, and 
the implementation of them in the coming year. In addition to that, we are now reaching out to other 
organizations in the community to create potential partnerships in an effort to help each other assist those 
people in need and seeking direction and employment by sharing programs, resources, and a commitment 
to serve.

 As we move into Fall, we’re excited about the ministry, our work, and these additional opportunities
to help people find the life they desire. If you are looking for an opportunity to do God’s work in this 
congregation and the community, we urge you to get involved in helping us by becoming a member of 
the Employment Connections Ministry. If you stop and think about it, everybody in our congregation 
has something to offer. You can volunteer to help us implement programs and develop an Employment 
Connections database. You can be a Career Shepherd who walks with and supports an individual in their 
search, or a Specialty Area Mentor who shares by phone your work area experience, knowledge, and 
support to one of our members or someone referred to us by our community partners. These are not things 
that require countless meetings or a great amount of time, just small time frames (30 minutes to an hour) 
on the phone or via video conferences from your phone or computer. If you have questions, please feel 
free to call Richard Story (561-969-3973) or Michaela Logue (561-284-3554) for more information. v
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By Kurt Bagwell

Our Main Church Financial  
Accounts and Funding

 Operating account/Stewardship/Annual Pledge Funds – This is our main account, with 
the majority of the cash raised from the annual Stewardship Campaign, or annual pledges.  These funds are 
what the church uses every day to pay mission outreach, salaries, power bills, insurance, maintenance, etc.  Our 
annual budget is approximately $1.45 million and our pledges typically come in lower than this amount.  On 
top of pledges, we get money from plate and special purpose collections on Sundays, gifts directed for specific 
operating purposes, from weddings and valet parking.  We then dip into our “Remembrance Fund” (described 
below) and our “Endowment Fund” (described below) to fill the gap as needed.  Our # 1 goal is to work with 
our membership to reduce our dependence on these other funds so we can continue to operate and expand 
our ministries fully.  Our annual “Stewardship Campaign” for annual operating pledges runs from November 
through January each year.

 Remembrance Fund – This fund includes unrestricted gifts to the church (wills, trusts, estates), 
including contributions made in “remembrance” of others.  These funds are used in support of the Operating 
account described above on an as-needed basis as approved by the current Elders who make up Session.  

 Endowment Fund – This is our long-term fund.  Historically these funds come from bequests from our 
congregation (wills, trusts, estates) that restrict the gifts for this purpose.  We transfer a portion of these funds 
each year to help cover our full operating budget as needed, but we never take more than 5 % of the current 
balance.  Many people view bequests as “perpetual pledges” to leave a legacy of continuing ministry.

 Capital Campaign – The latest Capital Campaign was a 2016-2018 campaign to upgrade most of the 
church’s physical facilities – parking, Narthex, bathrooms, Center for Christian Studies Building, etc.  A special 
campaign was put in place to raise $3.5 million and the project came in on time and on budget with completion 
in the first half of 2018.  A few ancillary capital projects are being included in this account to top off the work 
needed at our beautiful facility, and we will continue to strive to maintain a small balance here for future capital 
needs.

 Debt – Right now the Church has just $125,000 of debt.  This stems from the 3-year capital campaign 
project and is expected to be paid off by the end of 2018 as final pledge payments come in toward the $3.5 
million, which was fully pledged but not yet 100% collected.  We are blessed as one of few congregations 
nationwide to have no meaningful debt and a fully upgraded set of facilities.

v v v
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 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 6 p.m.


