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Two Worship Services
On Sunday, November 3rd,
we will resume two services

9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, 
November 3rd.  

Remember to set your clocks back one hour.

 One of the masters of the art 
of writing biography was Philip 
Guedalla.  During a lecture, Guedalla 
spoke to the difficulty the biographer 
has of finding out what kind of 
person his subject truly was.  As an 
example of how he approached this 
difficulty of preparing a biography 
of the Duke of Wellington, Guedalla 
obtained the Duke’s old checkbook.  
“A checkbook is a reliable source 
of a person’s true character,” said 
Guedalla.  Combing through the 
Duke’s old stubs and canceled 
checks, Guedalla found what kind 
of man Wellington was.  From a 
checkbook, anyone can find what 
matters most to a person.  Within 
it is found a reliable record of what 
is of supreme importance.  There 
is the real index of a person’s 
innermost soul.  Perhaps nothing 
reveals a person’s true self more.  

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr. 
Senior Pastor
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

To put it another way: You are, you 
increasingly become, what you care 
about most.

 Without a checkbook, anyone 
can find out if you are a member of a 
church, that you attend regularly, and 
that you may even serve effectively 
on boards and committees.  But 
suppose that, in looking through 
your personal checkbook and other 
records, someone learns that your 
giving is significantly below your 
capacity.  Would it not be true to 
comment, based upon the evidence, 
other things mattered more than God?  
The key word here is “capacity.”  
Naturally, each church is filled with 
those who, for one reason or another, 
have honorably accepted personal 
responsibility for ageing parents, 
siblings, or the care of children 
who have extraordinary needs such 

as a college education.  Care of 
others experiencing financial need, 
or financial support for genuinely 
good causes such as supporting 
scholarships for under resourced 
students, is giving to the Kingdom 
of Christ.  The question is one of 
personal lifestyle.  Do personal 
luxuries factor higher than giving 
generously to support Christ’s work? 

 Our stewardship theme this 
year is Faithful Living, Generous 
Giving.  Faithfulness to Jesus and his 
continuing work results in generosity.  
It is difficult to argue with Guedalla.  
Our money follows our heart’s true 
desire.  My hope this year is that, 
should a biographer gain access 
to your personal checkbook, your 
faithfulness to Jesus, as a disciple, 
would be unquestioned. 

v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Living in the Present tense
“Therefore, stop worrying about tomorrow, because tomorrow will 

worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
Matthew 6:34 (Common English Bible)

 It is the practice of the Eskimos never to carry the day’s evil experiences, 
its troubles and its quarrels, over into the next day.  Two Eskimo hunters might 
become engaged in a violent dispute over the division of the game which they 
had taken, and heated words might even bring them to blows, but once the sun 
had set and they had retired to sleep, all memory of the quarrel would be erased 
from their spirits, and the next day they would greet each other as brothers.  If 
you were to exclaim in surprise: “But I thought you were enemies. You were 
fighting yesterday!” they would answer: “Ah, but that was yesterday and we live 
only today.” i  That is living in the present tense!
 
 Mark Twain, with his characteristic humor, once commented that he has 
suffered many things, most of which never happened.  Doctors tell us that much 
of our anxiety, which often results in physical, emotional, and spiritual unease, is 
located in tomorrow, a preoccupation with fears of the future.  Consequently, our 
fears of tomorrow rob us of the opportunity to live fully and abundantly today.  
Naturally, wise and reasonable decisions and personal behavior must shepherd 
us in the present day.  Careless spending today will result in debt tomorrow.  A 
word carelessly spoken or a relationship betrayed may negatively impact all of 
our tomorrows.  Not all of us have been nurtured in the Eskimo culture!
 
 Jesus’ invitation in this teaching is to locate our hearts in God.  Worry and 
anxiety is all about trying to avoid something, about trying to get away from 
something.  The strain of worry is indicative that we don’t trust the future.  Jesus 
asks that we approach life from another perspective.  Rather than fleeing what 
we fear most, Jesus asks that we run toward God.  As Augustine once said, “Our 
hearts are restless until they rest in Thee.” ii  Jesus asks that we live in the present 
tense, free from the regrets of yesterday and the fears of tomorrow.  That is 
possible after we have accepted God’s forgiveness for the past and trust in God’s 
care for the future.
 
 Thomas Long writes that there is a kind of worry about the coming day that 
is normal, even healthy.  “Tomorrow’s chemistry test or job interview is bound 
to provide concern, and this command ‘stop worrying about tomorrow’ is not an 
invitation to finesse the exam or to waltz into the interview unprepared.  Rather, 
it speaks to the deeper, more basic fear that something is out there in the future 
that can destroy our basic worth as a human being, something finally stronger 
than God’s care, some silent killer shark swimming toward us from the future.” iii  
Jesus asks that we cling to God in such a manner that we can affirm that whatever 
tomorrow brings, it also brings God.  v
_________________________
i Clayton E. Williams, “Living Today Forever,” Best Sermons: 1955 Edition, edited by G. 
Paul Butler (New York, London & Toronto: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1955) 106.
ii Thomas G. Long, Matthew (Louisville & London: Westminster John Know Press, 1997) 76.
iii Long, 76.

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 
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“Can 
Retirement 

Be 
Purposeful?”

Sunday, 
November 10, 2019

v v v

Dr. Tom Tewell

Make Your Reservation Now as Space is Limited!

Mr. Skip Randolph

Calling All Kids!
  
 You can help our church celebrate Christmas!  
Our children will join the adult choir and Westminster 
Ringers on Christmas Music Sunday (December 
15th at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.) for a service of seasonal 
music.  Rehearsals will be held in the “Meeting 
Room” on the second floor of the Center for 
Christian Studies.  Further information on rehearsal 
times will be emailed to all interested families.  
Please contact Kelye Cauldwell at childrensmusic@
firstdelray.com for more information.  v

Book review by Tomás Negron

The Bible Explorer’s Guide: 
1,000 Amazing Facts  

and Photos
  
 The Philistine Goliath stood over nine feet tall.  
He wore a coat of bronze armor that weighed 125 
pounds.  The iron point on his spear weighed 15 
pounds.  This giant challenged the army of Israel to 
fight.  David was the only one brave enough to step 
forward.  David whirled his sling slot and put one 
stone in and hot the giant in the forehead.  The giant 
was killed.  v
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By Jeanne Heavilin, 
Co-Chair, Mission Outreach CommitteeBy Maria Graham

  A huge thank you to all who walked, 
ran, and pledged to support CROS Ministries’ 
Hustle2EndHunger 5K early last month at John 
Prince Park in Lake Worth.  We don’t have a 
final tally as yet of the total amount collected 
to help feed the hungry in our community. We 
will post this in the Bulletin.

  All of the money raised stays in our local 
community to provide food at the Caring 
Kitchen and at the food pantries operated by 
CROS Ministries. v

Monday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study

Hustle2EndHunger 
Walk was a Success!

Advent Bible Studies to Be Based on the Sermons 
of Rev. Susan Sparks 

 I was privileged to attend Week Six (July 27 – August 2, 
2019) at the Chautauqua Institution, which focused on the theme 
of “What’s Funny?” in partnership with the National Comedy 
Center.  The Rev. Susan Sparks, a preacher, stand-up comic, and 
author of Laugh Your Way to Grace, served as the ecumenical 
guest chaplain for the week.  She explained that humor is based on 
the juxtaposition of two unrelated ideas that clash, and therefore 
she chose as the theme for her daily sermons “Christmas in July”, 
Christmas and July being two things that don’t usually go together. 
The titles of the series of six sermons are:  

“It wasn’t exactly a Silent Night” – tapping the inner peace within ourselves to 
counteract the chaos around us.

“A Star is Born” – keeping our hearts full of the little light of hope we were all born 
with, and using it rather than earthly vanities to get us through the tough times.

“The Politics of Sweet Potato Casserole” – seeking peace and common ground to 
resolve conflicts.

“What are you getting the Baby Jesus for Christmas?” – using kindness, humility 
and justice to express love and to transform the world.

“Healing the Humbug” – being given second chances to make choices that lift us 
up and lift others up, about healing the humbug within us so we can live the joy 
of Christmas every day.

“Taking Down the Tree” – not being afraid to let go of emotional baggage that 
prevents us from focusing on God and being fully present to his healing power.

 She graciously gave permission for our Monday Morning 
Women’s Bible Study to base their Advent Bible Study on 
these sermons.  Come join us as we listen to recordings of her 
delightful sermons, discuss what they mean to us, laugh, and share 
fellowship. 

 We meet in the Youth Room in the Center for Christian 
Studies from 10 a.m. until noon.  The first session will be on 
Monday, November 11th.  All women are welcome, and I 
guarantee you will be greeted with a smile and learn something 
new!  For further information contact Maria Graham (973-723-
9340 or mmg2352@gmail.com).

Rev. Susan Sparks will be preaching at First Presbyterian Church 
of Delray Beach on January 23, 2022 as part of our Distinguished 
Preacher Series. v

 
Celebration of  
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation 
is extended to the family of the following member 

upon the death of their loved one:

We Welcome to 
Our Membership

Helen Haro
Ralph Haro

Riva Richards
Mike Van Wagoner
Patti Van Wagoner

Cornella Wilder

– Claire Parasiliti –  June 29, 2019
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  During the month of September, the Session 
approved the 2020 Communion dates, which will 
be published in the January 2020 newsletter.  They 
approved the worship schedule for the Sunday 
following Christmas (December 29, 2019) that only 
one worship service be held at 11 a.m., as consistent 
with previous scheduling. Session approved Dr. 
Hood’s request that the remaining two weeks of his 
sabbatical be deterred and used in 2020. They also 
approved to eliminate the Associate for Membership 
and Pastoral Care staff position due to financial 
constraints. v

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH SEPTEMBER

                                                            2018                      2019

Members’ Pledge Payments $495,620 $526,104

Other Operating Receipts 178,390 184,934

Investments Used 285,589 339,887

Operating Reserves 78,860 15,910

Funding Sources $1,038,460  $1,066,835

Operating Disbursements $1,038,460 $1,038,460

Session Report  

By Marchele Courtney, Co-Chair, Mission Outreach Committee

 On September 28th at the Palm Beach Kennel Club, 
four greyhound service dogs were formally given to 
their Veteran owners.  The first of our two sponsored 
greyhounds, Liberty (“Libbee”), was given to Marj 
Kozyra, Air Force Veteran.  Several church members 
attended the emotional ceremony, complete with the 
Presentation of the Colors by PBC Sheriff’s Color Guard 
and the Quilts of Honor for the Veterans and their service 
greyhounds.

 Marj served in the US Air Force from September 
1967 to February 1988.  Her many accomplishments 
include basic training at Lackland Air Force Base, TX 
before going to Sheppard Air Force Base, TX where she 
focused on the dental field.  She eventually ran her own 
dental clinic in Wiesbaden, Germany and participated in 
the Air Force European Olympics.  After Germany, she 
was assigned to Mather Air Force Base, CA where her 
duties included the Pregnancy Health Program and the 
Children’s Health Program.  She initiated the Handicap 
Dental Health Program Air Force-wide.  Sergeant Kozyra 
has earned many awards:  Sergeant of the Month, the 
Quarter, and the Year, and an Air Force Commendation 
Award.  She retired from Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
AZ and currently lives in Wellington, FL.

 We thank all the Veterans for their service and proud 
to play a part in the Hounds & Heroes program. v

HOUNDS & HEROES CEREMONY: 
AWESOME GREYHOUND ADOPTION
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Holly House

 The Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays in November and December 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Beginning on Thanksgiving Saturday, November 30th, and continuing through December 
15th, it will also be open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon and on Sundays after services until 1 p.m.  The last 
day for shopping will be Sunday, December 15th.  

 The Holiday Gift Shoppe has items that the ladies at Holly House have been working on all year.  We have 
beautiful fall and year-round items, such as in our floral and coastal areas.  Many interesting items have been created 
with shells from our local beaches—a must see!  We also have beautifully decorated wreaths and trees, all with 
unique themes, as well as new and vintage ornaments.

 Our jewelry department has been creating stunning one-of-a-kind necklaces, bracelets, and earrings.  We also 
have interesting pieces of costume jewelry. 

 Another area worth noting comes from our sewing group of talented ladies.  We have been creating placemats, 
napkins, table runners, table toppers, table cloths, aprons, shoe and gift bags, and Christmas tree skirts of all sizes.  
We also have Raggedy Ann dolls which are handmade right here at Holly House. 

 Did we mention that we haven’t left out your pets?  We have advent calendars, where every day during advent 
your pet gets a treat, as well as their own placemats, personalized ornaments, and more.  Something for everyone!

 We welcome everyone to come and check out the Holly House.  We also welcome your feedback, especially 
ideas for items you would like to see created in the future!

For further information, contact Cindy Pemberton (561-251-4334). v

 October 16th marked a special night 
of festivities in celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of Holly House and the opening 
of this year’s Holiday Gift Shoppe.  An 
announcement was made that the Church 
Improvement Committee, also known as the 
Holly House ladies, have funded the repair 
of the carillon bell system.  The bells, which 
have been silent for several years, now ring 
out to the community at noon and 6 p.m.  
Thank you to the Fellowship Committee 
for their contribution of delicious desserts, 
to all who helped plan and set up this event, 
and to all who joined us in celebration and 
support of the Holly House Ladies and all 
that they do for our church, our community, 
and each other.

v v v

Holiday Gift Shoppe  

Holly House 50th Anniversary Celebration a Success!

By Linda Prior
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 Come join your church family as we putt into 
Fall!!  You are invited to a church family event on 
Sunday, November 3rd from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at 
Putt’n Around Delray Beach located at 350 NE 5th 
Avenue in Delray Beach.  This fun church event is 
for anyone who enjoys pizza, mini golf, and being 
with friends and family.  There is no cost but as 
there is a limit of 50 people, registration is required.  
Everyone who registers will receive one game of 
18 holes, pizza, and a soft drink.  To register, go to 
the church website and click on Upcoming Events 
or email mindicole@firstdelray.com.  This is a first 
come first served event, so do not miss out on this 
fun afternoon!  v

By Grace Cameron Hood, 
Director of Children 
and Family Ministry 

Faith and Fun 
for Families  
and Children

Putt’n 
Into Fall

By Linda Prior

Women’s Monday
 Book Group

 The Women’s Monday Book Group will 
resume on November 4th.  They meet in the 
Meeting Room on the first Monday of the month 
at 12:30 p.m. from November through April.  All 
women are invited to join the discussion and are 
encouraged to note the dates and titles of this 
year’s selections.  For more information, contact 
Martha Smith (571-218-7982 or martha.smith@
comcast.net). v

November 4, 2019
Varina

By Charles Frazier 
 

December 2, 2019
Madame Fourcade’s  

Secret War
By Lynne Olson

 
January 6, 2020
The Great Alone

By Kristin Hannah
 

February 3, 2020
The Other Einstein
By Marie Benedict 

 
March 2, 2020

Beartown
By Fredrik Backman

April 6, 2020
Where the  

Crawdads Sing
By Delia Owens

2019-2020 Book List
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DEACONS’ CHRISTMAS TREE
 
 Join As we celebrate our many 
blessings during the holiday season, 
our role as Christians is to try to 
help those who feel diminished 
and abandoned to regain a sense 
of wholeness and worthiness.   We 
have the opportunity, through the 
Deacons’ Christmas Tree, to help 
make the holidays a little brighter 
for the children in need right here 
in the Delray Beach area.

How Does It Work?  This month 
a Christmas tree will appear in the 
Narthex with colorful tags attached 
to its branches.  Before or after 
each service, choose one of the 
tags (or more than one if you are 
able), and record the selected tag 
with one of the Deacons.  Then, 
follow the instructions on the tag, 
making sure to note the return date.  
The request may be for a specific 
gift or for a gift card.  The Deacons 
will have gift cards for purchase.

Dates to Take a Tag:
11/24, 12/1, 12/8, or 12/15

Who Do We Serve?  The 
organizations we work with serve 
some of the neediest families 
in our local area.  The gifts that 
we carefully shop for and so 
generously share as a congregation 
make a huge difference for these 
families.  

By Courtenay Szakats
Deacons’ Corner

 In addition to gifts for children, 
we also assist one or more families 
with much-needed clothing and 
other items that we may take for 
granted, providing for each adult 
and child.  In cases where the 
specific needs of the recipients are 
not known, we provide gift cards 
and donations that the agencies 
can use to brighten the lives of 
those whom they serve.

Here are the agencies 
with which we work:

The Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Palm Beach County works to help 
youth of all backgrounds develop 
the qualities needed to become 
responsible citizens and leaders.  
The Club offers daily access to 
a broad range of programs in six 
core program areas: character and 
leadership development; education 
and career development; health 
and life skills; the arts; sports and 
fitness; and technology.

Aid to Victims of Domestic 
Abuse (ADVA) is dedicated 
to empowering and supporting 
survivors of domestic violence to 
live violent-free and self-sufficient 
lives.  Our gifts are put in a 
“store”, allowing clients to “shop” 
for items they want to give their 
families.

Adopt-A-Family serves homeless 
and low income families by 
strengthening families with 
children through access to all-
encompassing services in order 
to achieve self- sufficiency and 
stability.

Achievement Center for 
Children & Families provides 
programs for under-resourced 
children that support educational 
growth, skill building and healthy 
lifestyles.  We gift 100 of their 800 
children.

Milagro Center ensures academic 
and social success of underserved 
children through Cultural Arts, 
Living Values, Academic Support 
and Mentoring.

 This effort is led by the 
Deacons, Holly Anderson, and Jen 
Buce, with enormous support from 
the Church Staff.

 This project brings great joy 
to the recipient and to the church 
member who knows he or she is 
making a difference in a child’s 
life.  Remember to stop by the 
Deacons’ Christmas tree and take 
as many tags as you wish!

 v v v
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 Friends, I have a confession to make: I’ve always 
had a tumultuous relationship with Thanksgiving.  In 
Elementary School, where every holiday was celebrated 
with a classroom party, we learned about Thanksgiving 
as a time where “Pilgrims and Indians” (as was the 
nomenclature back then) set aside their differences and 
came together in a spirit of unity and thankfulness.  But as 
the years went on and I learned more about this country’s 
often painful and unjust treatment of Native Americans, I 
had trouble reconciling this Thanksgiving narrative with 
the reality of history.

 Recently, something changed. 

 In the book of Romans, Paul says that the whole of 
creation groans with longing for the kingdom of God.  
In life, we occasionally experience a foretaste of God’s 
kingdom, and that foretaste, while absolutely beautiful 

A Word from Reverend Greg 
By Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

A Little Slice of Heaven (And Pie) On Thanksgiving

CROS’ Volunteer Spotlight - Wally Hartung
 Wally Hartung is 
one of our most dynamic, 
boisterous, and high-
spirited (80 something 
year old) volunteers. The 
best words to describe this 
Caring Kitchen volunteer, 
though, are ‘dedicated,’ 
‘heartful’ and ‘selfless.’

 The Caring Kitchen 
can be short-staffed of 

volunteers on any given day. When calling upon him, it is 
not uncommon to find Wally rescuing stray animals and 
nursing them back to health or chaperoning neighbors to 
doctors appointments. But he never says NO, and we are 
so grateful that he always makes time in his busy schedule 
to assist in any way.

 Wally’s heart always beats for others. A master 
woodworker, he has built ramps for our homebound 
client’s homes as well as for The Caring Kitchen to aid with 
our deliveries. He overhears a client’s need for clothing 
and sneakers, and Wally will run to the store to purchase 

and powerful, causes us to groan for heaven with even 
more anticipation (Romans 8:22-23).  Simply put, 
we occasionally experience sacred, holy, beautiful 
moments here on earth that transcend pain and suffering 
and give us a little experience of heaven.

 Thanksgiving is one of those moments.  The first 
Thanksgiving feast was a beautiful blip in history, a 
moment of unity amidst the chaos, a moment of God’s 
kingdom breaking into a relationship otherwise defined 
by violence.  The spirit of Thanksgiving is not so much 
about denying the sometimes painful history of our 
country, just as it isn’t about denying the reality of sin 
and brokenness of those gathered around our dinner 
tables.  Instead, Thanksgiving is about acknowledging 
the brokenness and coming together anyway, celebrating 
what there is to be thankful for, breaking bread together, 
and enjoying a little foretaste of heaven. v

these items. He honors Caring Kitchen staff and fellow 
volunteers by remembering birthdays and anniversaries 
and always brings in a card for the occasion. Once, he 
was tasked with picking up some non-perishable food 
items from a wheelchair-bound donor. After delivering 
the food items to us, Wally then returned to the donor’s 
home and assisted the donor with some minor home 
repairs.

 Wally wears many volunteer hats. Not only 
does he deliver meals to our homebound clients on a 
weekly basis, he also picks up Caring Kitchen food 
donations from various congregations, agencies, and 
private residences. Wally serves as the church member 
representative for First Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach, our Thursday Caring Kitchen meal site. He also 
assists with the lunch service every Thursday including 
setting up the facility, loading/unloading the van, 
meeting and greeting clients, serving lunch, and facility 
maintenance.

 It is for these reasons and many more that we spotlight 
this amazing individual and wonderful volunteer. Thank 
you, Wally!  v
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The AddAms FAmily

  The essential irony of the 
Addams Family franchise is that, 
from its start as a long-running 
series of cartoons in The New 
Yorker in the late 1930s, the series 
has revolved around one of the 
healthiest, most loving families in 
American fiction.  They might be 
macabre monstrosities who spend 
much of their time trying to maim 
or murder each other, but few 
families this side of anodyne 1950s 
sitcoms so cherish one another’s 
company and take pride in their 
bizarre eccentricities.  Their love of 
the twisted and corrupt makes their 
virtues shine that much brighter. 
Consider the stark contrast between 
the utterly selfless devotion portly 
paterfamilias Gomez Addams feels 
for his spindly wife Morticia—a 
few words of French from her 
lips are enough to inspire in him 
paroxysms of maddened passion—
when compared to any number 
of television couples featuring 
a stern, clear-headed wife and 
a dundering boob of a husband.  
While cultural commentators can 
re-examine the Kramdens and 
the Bunkers and find startling 
symptoms of festering resentment 
and even spousal abuse, nobody in 
their right mind could accuse the 
same of the Addams.  Likewise, 
one could never imagine Gomez 
strangling his chubby son Pugsley 
like Homer Simpson does Bart 
or mocking his gloomy daughter 
Wednesday like Peter Griffin 
does Meg.  They are the model 
of a perfect nuclear family, albeit 
one living in a haunted Victorian 
mansion with a Frankenstein butler 
and a revolving cast of physically 
repugnant relatives.

  Though the Addams Family 
were a smash hit in the Sixties due 
to their classic ABC show and in 
the Nineties for a trilogy of (more or 
less) successful live action movies 
and a popular Hanna-Barbera 
cartoon, America’s favorite 
haunted family has lain largely 
dormant for the past few decades – 
at least until now with the release 
of The Addams Family, a 3D 
computer-animated film that seeks 
to tell the origin story of how they 
came to be.  The film begins with 
Gomez (Oscar Isaac) and Morticia 
(Charlize Theron) fleeing the “Old 
Country” after their wedding gets 
interrupted by a mob of pitchfork 
wielding villagers.  Never mind that 
in other incarnations of the Addams 
Family they probably would’ve 
found an old fashioned lynch mob 
charming – something has to get 
them to America.  And to America 
they go, or more specifically 
the wickedest, ugliest, and most 
disgusting place imaginable 
therein: New Jersey.  They take up 
residence in an abandoned insane 
asylum on the top of a mountain 
and set about having a family.  
Flash forward thirteen years and 
two children later and the Addams 
are threatened by reality TV show 
host Margaux Needler (Allison 
Janney), a Julia Child-meets-Bob 
Vila type who renovates houses 
into plasticine pastel-smeared 
nightmares.  Her efforts to create a 
planned community not-so-subtly 
named “Assimilation” at the foot of 
the Addams’ mountain forces them 
to interact with their Normal-with-
a-capital-N neighbors for the first 
time.  After a disastrous reception 
in the town square, Margaux 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

schemes to kick them out of town 
before Assimilation’s big prime-
time reveal on her show.

 Some commentators have 
mentioned that the film significantly 
tones down the darker material 
of the earlier live action movies, 
which occasionally veered away 
from the campy and mischievous 
to the outright horrifying and 
cruel—the 1993 movie Addams 
Family Values sees Wednesday 
burn a children’s summer camp 
to the ground.  And indeed, much 
of the playful shock value has 
been watered down: Margaux is a 
particularly underwhelming villain 
when compared to past Addams 
foes like Debbie Jellinsky (Joan 
Cusack) from Family Values, who 
wanted not just to rob the family 
but to murder them.  But the series’ 
standby themes of individuality 
versus conformity and family 
acceptance still shine through.  
Of the many subplots, the most 
rewarding sees Wednesday (Chloë 
Grace Moretz) befriend Margaux’s 
lonely, disaffected daughter Parker 
(Elsie Fisher) and rebel against her 
family as only a preadolescent life-
time goth girl can: wearing pink 
dresses and unicorn hair clips.  In 
the end the Addams are welcomed 
by their neighbors in Assimilation, 
Wednesday returns to the fold, and 
the Addams resume their place as 
the most well-adjusted family in 
American media this side of the 
Belchers from Bob’s Burgers.

Continued on page 11
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  But what of the movie 
itself as an entertainment?  
Well, despite its infantilized 
treatment of the family, it still 
provides enough creative 
set pieces and heartwarming 
character moments to please 
both fans and newcomers.  
The 3D character designs 
and animation by Cinesite 
Studios really pop and 
lead to some creative 
gags that would’ve been 
impossible in live-action, 
mostly involving Thing, 
the disembodied hand that 
functions as a secondary 
butler/attendant around 
the mansion.  The one sore 
spot is the film’s treatment 
of Gomez’s loving yet 
moronic (and indestructible) 
brother Uncle Fester (Nick 
Kroll): he’s saddled with 
some of the queasiest and 
most groan-inducing one-
liners in recent kid’s movie 
history.  Can we all please 
agree that when a character 
non-ironically quips “I can 
see my house from here” 
while up high on a ledge, 
roof, or mountain the writers 
should get an electric shock?  
I think I know a family up in 
New Jersey that could help 
us set the whole thing up… 

 vvv

The History of Veterans Day
By David Lewis

 Veterans Day as we know it today was first celebrated as Armistice 
Day, commemorating the armistice signed by the allied nations and Germany 
that ended World War I on November 11, 1918. One year later, President 
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November 11th as Armistice Day.  The exact 
time of the signing was 11 o’clock, and every year we pause and suspend our 
daily activity for two minutes in recognition of this event.

 In 1938, November 11th became a federal holiday; following World War 
II and the Korean War, this date was officially designated as Veterans Day.
 
 The first celebration using the term Veterans Day occurred in 
Birmingham, Alabama in 1947.  This “National Veterans Day” celebration 
included a parade and other festivities to honor all veterans.  Each year, we 
continue to follow this tradition.
 
 Unlike Memorial Day, which honors those who have given their lives 
in service to their country, Veterans Day also honors those veterans who are 
still alive today, numbering some 21 million.  

 vvv



 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. 

Prayer Ministry Team
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Friday evenings


