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“FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING”
2019 Annual Stewardship Initiative

Two Worship Services
On Sunday, November 4th,
we will resume two services

9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time 

ends on Sunday, 

November 4th.  

Remember to set your 

clocks back one hour.

Don’t miss
VISION SUNDAY WORSHIP

Sunday, November 11th
9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

As we cast the vision for mission and ministry in 2019
~~~

Mark your calendars for the
MINISTRY FAIR AT FIRST

Sunday, November 18th following both services

A festival of mission and ministry featuring interactive displays
and delicious food and drink Fellowship Hall

~~~
Join your church family for 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
As we pledge our financial support for mission and ministry in 2019

 This year FPC members will be invited to pledge on one of two Sundays  
–  December 2nd or January 20th  –  on the schedule most convenient for you and your family.  

v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Finding Calm in the tumult
 “Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, 
it doesn’t seek its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints.”

1 Corinthians 13:4,5 (Common English Bible)

 An annual childhood tradition that comes to mind, whenever I read this passage 
of scripture, is the Atlanta Boat Show.  Naturally, as is true with boat shows today, this 
was an opportunity for manufacturers to exhibit new boats and related products and 
advance boating as a recreational pursuit.  The entire, weeklong event was designed to 
be attractive to all ages, particularly families with young children.  Plastic toy boats and 
other brightly colored toys were plentiful, all free in the sixties and early seventies, to 
ensure that children would not become bored as vendors sought to seduce the parents 
into making a major purchase.  Inexpensive and tasty food was plentiful and various 
recreational activities ensured that this annual event was one not to be missed.  My 
brother, Wayne and I marked our calendars each year for this event.

 The one activity Wayne and I looked forward to the most was trout fishing.  A 
rather large, artificial pond was placed inside the exhibit center filled with hungry trout.  
If you have ever experienced an Alaskan wild salmon run from June through September, 
you get the picture.  You could not drop a fishing line without hitting a trout.  And that 
was the point.  For a nominal fee, children could trout fish with a virtual guarantee of a 
successful catch.  That is precisely why this passage from 1 Corinthians reminds me of 
the Atlanta Boat Show – or specifically, trout fishing at that event; the passage is rich 
with wisdom and truth.  Drop a line anywhere in the thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians 
and you are going to catch something.

 There is present today, in our nation, political disagreements that have risen to 
an unhealthy state – one where the strains and tensions easily throw us into emotional 
turmoil and which are inevitably fatal to our peace of mind.  Each of us is easily upset 
and friendships, once seemly located on solid ground, seem fragile.  Quite simply, we all 
seem to have become irritable.  How, in this trying political climate, can we recover our 
emotional poise?  Is it possible to recover a sense of personal calm in the present tumult?  
Located in this passage is our pathway.  Here, we are asked to change the conversation, 
to recall our baptism that is placed squarely in the love of Jesus Christ.  Politically, we 
may disagree.  Yet, in our baptism we find common ground in the Lordship of Jesus – a 
Lordship that calls us to withdraw from the noise and tension of daily life and focus our 
energies on acts of worship and prayer.

 The phrase, “it isn’t irritable”, is not offered as a command.  It is identified as the 
natural consequence of turning our hearts and mind and will to Jesus, surrendering all 
our desires to knowing Jesus and providing our life as a channel for Jesus’ love to flow 
into all our relationships.  Angst and anger in the present political climate of our country 
is the result of living in a miserably restricted area surrounded only by our own feelings 
of what is right and protecting our own interest.  The natural result is irritability when 
others disagree – when others live in a different, but equally miserable, restricted area.  
1 Corinthians 13 asks that we prevent our world from becoming small by cleaving to 
Christ, by focusing our thoughts on the deep center of our baptism – the love of Jesus.  
As we move to that deep center God will restore calm in the midst of tumult. v
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Nurture Faith

 Nurture Faith: Five Minutes to Strengthen Your Walk with Christ is an expanded edition of Heart & Soul: 
Volume 2 with 24% new material in a more compact design.  This smaller book size takes up less room on your 
bedside table and is more portable for travel.

 The list price is $24.95, but beginning in November, copies will also be available to purchase directly from 
the church at the special price of $15.  All authors’ royalties, including electronic sales, go toward supporting 
the ministry and mission of First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach.

“Nurture Faith: Five Minutes to Strengthen Your Walk with Christ by Doug Hood 

provides a meaningful resource for people of faith as it blends Biblical passages 

with experiences of today, resulting in a meditation guide as well as a self-help 

manual.  By consistently relating God’s word with current examples, Dr. Hood 

has revealed his own struggles in being faithful while providing insight into 

possible responses to temptations and challenges which impact all Christians in 

one way or another on their faith journey.”

— Heath Rada, Moderator, 2014 General Assembly, Presbyterian Church (USA)
 

v v v

Faith Conversations: Questions People Ask

 Join us on Sunday, November 18th at 5 p.m. at Benvenuto Restaurant (1730 N. Federal Highway, Boynton 
Beach) for Faith Conversations: Questions People Ask.  This premier event will feature Dr. Bruce Main and 
Dr. Doug Hood discussing “Does God Guide Us?”.  The event is $40 per person and includes dinner.  Space 
is limited.  Reservations may be made on the church website or by calling the church office (276-6338).  Join 
us for a fun-filled, faith-filled educational evening of Faith Conversations. 

v v v
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The Wonderfulness of One Gift
 As you read this, we are quickly 
moving into the “holiday” season. 
But as we prepare to celebrate 
our many blessings – material, 
emotional, and spiritual – we are 
haunted by the tragedies that have 
been so frequent over the past few 
months and the pain that they have 
caused for so many.  We suspect you 
feel the same.  All around us, people 
are suffering loss and, oftentimes, 
the sense of being abandoned in their 
times of need. 

 Our role as Christians is to try 
to help those who feel diminished 
and abandoned to regain a sense 
of wholeness and worthiness.  We 
have the opportunity, through the 
Deacons’ Christmas Tree, to do 
this right here in the Delray Beach 
area – through one gift to one child.

 How Does It Work? This 
month you will see a Christmas tree 
appear in the Narthex with colorful 
tags attached to its branches.  Simply 
choose one of the tags (or more than 
one if you are able), and sign up 
with one of the Deacons who will 
be standing by to record who has 
which tag.  Then, just follow the 
instructions on the tag, making sure 
to note the return date.  The request 
may be for a specific gift or for a 
gift card, which may be purchased at 
church from one of the Deacons.

Dates to take a tag:  
11/18, 11/ 25, or 12/2

 Who Do We Serve? The 
organizations we work with serve 

some of the neediest families 
in our local area.  The gifts that 
we so carefully shop for, trying 
to picture the child on the tag, 
make a huge difference for these 
families.  Because of what you, as a 
congregation, so generously share, 
hundreds of children receive not just 
a gift, but the feeling that they are 
uniquely loved, because the gift is 
just for them.
 
  In addition to gifts for children, 
we also assist one or more families 
with much-needed clothing and other 
items that we may take for granted, 
providing for each adult and child.  
In cases where the specific needs 
of the recipients are not known, we 
provide gift cards and donations that 
the agencies can use to brighten the 
lives of those whom they serve.

 Here are the agencies 
with which we work:

• The Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Palm Beach County – which works 
to help youth of all backgrounds 
develop the qualities needed to 
become responsible citizens and 
leaders.  The Club offers daily access 
to a broad range of programs in six 
core program areas: character and 
leadership development; education 
and career development; health and 
life skills; the arts; sports and fitness; 
and technology.
• Aid to Victims of Domestic 
Abuse (AVDA) – where our gifts 
are put in a “store”, allowing clients 
to “shop” for items they want to give 
their families.

• Adopt-A-Family – which serves 
homeless and low income families.
• Achievement Center for 
Children & Families – where we 
gift 100 of their 800 children.
• Milagro Center – to support 
under-resourced children in the local 
area.

 Our Deacon and Church 
Staff. Making this effort happen 
requires a lot of coordination and 
dedication.  This year, we have a 
great team led by Holly Anderson 
and Jen Buce.  We also receive 
lots of help from the church staff – 
particularly Nancy Fine, Mindi Cole, 
Aaron Strippel, Justice Reeves, 
and Christine Davis.  All of these 
people make it possible to get the 
tree up, write the tags, hang the tags, 
organize and bag the gifts, and keep 
everything straight on the financial 
side.
 
  This is one of our really feel-
good projects as it brings so much 
joy to the recipient and to the church 
member who knows he or she is 
making a difference in a child’s life.  
Remember that you can provide the 
wonderfulness of one gift by stopping 
by the Deacons’ Tree this month in 
the Narthex.  Please feel free to take 
as many tags as you wish!

v v v 

Deacons’ Corner
by Chuck Holderness
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Session Report  
  
  During the month of September, the Session examined and 
received new members.  They also approved the 2019 Communion 
dates, which will be published in the January 2019 newsletter.  
Session also approved the worship schedule for the Sunday 
following Christmas (December 30, 2018), that only one worship 
service be held at 11 a.m., as consistent with previous scheduling.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH SEPTEMBER
 
                                                           2017                      2018
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $521,240 $495,620

Other Operating Receipts 158,914 178,390

Investments Used 222,310 285,589

Operating Reserves 50,149 78,860
 
Funding Sources $952,613  $1,038,460
 
Operating Disbursements $952,613  $1,038,460

Celebration of  
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation is 
extended to the families of the following members  

upon the death of their loved one:

– Walter Teninga – 

September 24, 2018

 

– Charles “Buck” Atherton – 

September 29, 2018

– Ron Williams – 

October 7, 2018

– Jean Bice-Vejvoda – 

October 11, 2018

“The Old that is strong does not wither, deep roots are not reached by the Frost”

90 is the New 70! 

  First Presbyterian is delighted to announce a Birthday Celebration for all of our members who are 90+ 
years of age!  So for all of you Young 90+ members, please join us on Sunday, November 11th, at noon in 
Fellowship Hall.
 
  We will be serving Birthday Cake and refreshments with an American Theme in honor of Veterans Day.
 
  If you would like to attend please kindly advise the Church Office by November 5th.  And, if you would 
like to bring a guest, please certainly do so.
 
  We look forward to making this day a special one for our Members who have reached the wonderful and 
magical mark of 90 years of living.

v v v

by Len Battifarano, Associate for Membership and Pastoral Care

Now is a great age to take a chance
And do all you want to do
Your creativity knows no bounds
What you need is right in you

Your wisdom is wiser than ever
Your spirit is bolder than bold
Your humor is more than humorous
There’s just no time to be old!
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Youth and Young Adult Happenings
by Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

REFUGE Youth Group (Grades 6-12)

 You may have noticed that we have a new name!  Gone are the days where our youth group was simply 
called Youth Group.  In October, we underwent a collaborative two-week process of changing names.  During 
the first week we brainstormed together and decided on three potential candidates, then during the second week 
we voted on our new name: REFUGE.  It gives off a chill, beachy vibe, and we feel it captures our group 
perfectly – an oasis, an escape from the trials and stresses of life as a middle/high school student, a place where 
you can rest, have fun, and enjoy God.

 The month of November is going to be awesome!  Here’s what you can look forward to:

 x  On the 4th, our Video Scavenger Hunt – more info below!

 x  On the 11th, Putt’n into Fall – youth group at a mini-golf course.

 x  On the 18th, our regular youth-group.

 x  On the 25th, no youth group. Have a great thanksgiving!
 
 The big event for this month and real star of the show is the Video Scavenger Hunt on November 
4th from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Teams of youth will be set loose along Atlantic Avenue (with adult supervision 
of course), competing in tasks, challenges, and puzzles, and capturing everything on video.  Parents are invited 
to watch the results with us over dinner at 6:45 p.m.  More people = more fun, so feel free to bring a friend!

Young Adult Happenings

 Young adults (19 to 40+) in our church have recently committed to trying something new – to sharing life 
together over the next several months and seeing where the Lord takes us.  This group meets once a month, with 
an emphasis on intentional community and life-exploration.  New faces are always welcome!

 This month, we’ll be having Show-and-Tell at the church!  Come join our group Sunday, November 
18th from noon to 1:30 p.m. and bring a bible, a tattoo, a picture, a story, anything you feel is 
meaningful to your faith.  No need for childcare – children are welcome to attend and participate!

 Save the Date: on the evening of Monday, December 17th, we are having a Christmas Party and 
White Elephant Gift Exchange.  Location and time TBD! ($15 limit, silly gifts only).

Questions?  Comments?  Ideas?  

Contact Greg Rapier (gregrapier@firstdelray.com). 

v v v
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by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

Putt’n Into Fall
 Come join your church family as we putt into Fall!!  You are 
invited to a church family event on Sunday, November 11th from 2 
p.m. until 4 p.m. at Putt’n Around Delray Beach located at 350 NE 
5th Avenue in Delray Beach.  This fun multi-generational event is 
for anyone who enjoys pizza, mini golf, and being with friends and 
family.  There is no cost to attend, but space is limited to 50 people 
and reservations are required.  Everyone who registers will receive 
one game of mini golf (18 holes), one slice of pizza, and a soft drink.  
Additional games, slices of pizza, and soft drinks are available at cost.  
To register, go to the church website and click on Upcoming Events, 
or email mindicole@firstdelray.com.  This is a first come first served 
event, so do not miss out on this fun afternoon!  v
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 This year, for our annual 
giving initiative, we have chosen 
the theme “Faithful Living, 
Generous Giving”.  As co-
director of the Annual Giving 
Team, I would like to share 
several thoughts about this 
year’s initiative with our growing 
congregation. 

 W e have a unique 
opportunity to position our 
church as one of the top 
leadership churches in the 
nation.  Our Capital Campaign 
was a remarkable success that 
exceeded all expectations, and 
we can all see the dramatic 
physical improvements that 
have resulted.  Moreover, our 
church membership has risen 
45% over the past several years 
following the arrival of Dr. Hood 
as Senior Pastor.  A substantial 
number of young adults and 
young families have joined the 
church, with a major increase 

by Kenneth Janson, MD

in children going to Sunday 
School and participating in  
youth activities. 

 T his year,  we have 
implemented a strategy for the 
Annual Stewardship Campaign 
similar in style to our highly 
successful Capital Campaign.  
We have retained John Hewett, 
of Hewett Consulting, to guide 
us in not only growing our 
stewardship base financially, 
but more importantly, to also 
increase active participation and 
engagement

 E v e n  t h o u g h  o u r 
membership has grown 45%, 
our annual expense budget has 
grown only 9%, and the growth 
of our annual pledge dollars (not 
total giving, but pledge dollars) 
has remained relatively flat.  A 
significant percentage of our 
overall budget comes from a 

small number of large pledges, and 
we have many members that do not 
pledge at all.  A huge opportunity 
exists here.  If we can encourage 
those that don’t pledge to begin 
pledging anything, NO MATTER 
HOW SMALL, the results will  
be dramatic.  

 If those that do pledge increase 
their pledge by only 5 to 10%, this 
increase in funds will go to the 
bottom line: the lights stay on, the 
salaries are paid, and we will have 
paid off all debt by the end of the 
year.  After this, the pledge dollars 
from new pledges will go toward 
the missions and services that serve 
the endless needs of those around 
us.  This is what our church’s 
existence is all about: to serve our 
own needs, so that we are able to 
best serve others. 

 The health and vitality of a 
successful church such as ours 

FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

FAITHFUL LIVING, GENEROUS GIVING

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF DELRAY BEACH

Continued on page 9
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goes way beyond finances 
- it is directly related to 
participation in the life of 
the church.  Now comes the 
exciting part (far more than 
budget issues)!  

 On November 18th we 
have planned a “Ministry Fair” 
that will showcase our church 
ministries.  This will be in the 
style of a “country fair” with 
multiple booths and displays set 
up in Fellowship Hall to explain 
the mission and importance 
of their activities, as well as 
highlight the many organizations 
that benefit from our donations 
of time and financial resources.  
This fair should not only 
increase our understanding 
of where many of our church 
resources are directed, but also 
INVITE PARTICIPATION and 
volunteerism in organizations 
and activities which may be of 
interest to our church members. 

 T he needs of our 
community, and our world, are 
endless.  Many of our church 
members want to be involved in 
church ministries and activities, 
but don’t know where to start.  
Our young people are filled with 
idealism, but are not sure how 
to fulfill their idealistic goals.  
Newly retired members feel a 
vacuum after completing their 
busy careers and now have time 
to “give back”.  Many are seeking 
social connections and growing 
friendships.  The list goes on.  
This is a perfect opportunity to 
find a good fit for one’s personal 
desire to participate.  There are 
many needs, and to feel that sense 
of personal satisfaction for being 
able to fulfill those needs is a  
true joy. 

 This church has 
been a major positive 

influence in my life, and is 
unlike any other church I’ve 

known.  We have a full staff, a 
beautiful campus, an amazing 
music program, no debt, a rapidly 
growing congregation, and are 
now uniquely positioned to lead 
the way in fulfilling the mission 
of Christ.  Our church can set 
the example nationally of how 
it can be done.  For me, this is 
not an obligation.  For me, being 
involved in this church is a joy.  
Let’s all team up together to 
share this joy, to spread the love 
of Christ, and to make this world 
a better place. 

Will you join me  
on this journey?

v v v

Continued from page 8
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Marilyn Zechman displays a dog advent calendar.  Barbara 
Matusik holds a set of quilted placemats she made. 

Holly House

 The Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays in November 
and December from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  It will be closed on Thanksgiving and December 4th.  Beginning 
in December, the Holiday Gift Shoppe will also be open on Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and on Sundays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The last day for shopping will be Sunday, December 16th.  

 The Holiday Gift Shoppe has items that the ladies at Holly House have been working on all year.  We have 
beautiful fall and year-round items, such as in our floral and coastal areas.  Many interesting items have been 
created with shells from our local beaches—a must see!  We also have beautifully made decorated wreaths and 
trees, all with unique themes, as well as many new and vintage ornaments. 
 
 Our jewelry department has been creating stunning one-of-a-kind necklaces, bracelets, and earrings.  We 
also have interesting pieces of costume jewelry. 
 
 Another area worth noting comes from our sewing group of talented ladies.  We have been creating 
placemats, napkins, table runners, table toppers, table cloths, aprons, shoe and gift bags, and Christmas tree 
skirts of all sizes.  We also have Raggedy Ann dolls which are handmade right here at Holly House. 
 
 Did we mention that we haven’t left out your pets?  We have Advent calendars, where every day during 
Advent your pet gets a treat, as well as their own placemats, personalized ornaments, and more.  Something for 
everyone!

 We welcome everyone to come and check out the Holly House.  We also welcome your feedback, especially 
ideas for items you would like to see created in the future!

For further information, contact Cindy Pemberton (561-251-4334).

Holiday Gift Shoppe at Holly House
by Linda Prior

v v v

A fall wreath decorated with colorful leaves, 
flowers, and berries on a grapevine wreath, 

made by Linda Prior.
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Women’s Monday Book Group 

 The Women’s Monday Book Group will resume on November 5th.  They meet in the Meeting Room on 
the first Monday of the month at 12:30 p.m. from November through April.  All women are invited to join 
the discussion and are encouraged to note the dates and titles of this year’s selections.  For more information, 
contact Martha Smith (571-218-7982 or martha.smith@comcast.net).

 November 5, 2018   
The Yearling
By Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings
 
December 3, 2018  
Waking Up White, and Finding Myself  
in the Story of Race
By Debby Irving
 
January 7, 2019    
Lilac Girls: A Novel
By Martha Hall Kelly
 

February 4, 2019   
The Tall Woman 
By Wilma Dykeman. 
 
March 4, 2019   
Little Fires Everywhere
By Celeste Ng

April 1, 2019    
The Song of the Lark
By Willa Cather

v v v
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Seaman 
and 207

  Up north in Manhattan, 
past the Cloisters and Bennett 
Park, past where the rigid 
city grid starts to melt and 
stretch to the right like taffy, 
there sits a van at the corner 
of Seaman Avenue and 207th.  
The signs in the window read 
“Believe & Repent!” while the 
windshield declares “Come 
Out of Religion!”  The van has 
been there in the same spot 
for five years, never moving, 
come rain and sleet and snow.  
Sometimes the two passengers 
crack the window at night to let 
air in so they don’t suffocate, 
and sometimes they keep it 
all closed tight so passersby 
won’t spit or throw dog feces 
at them.  But day after day, 
night after night, Yacahudah 
Harrison and his wife Danetia 
Harrison keep their eternal vigil 
as missionaries for Jesus Christ, 
preaching for those who will 
listen, praying for those who will 
not.  When they met in 1994, 
he was a bodybuilder and she a 
psychoanalyst.  But after a few 
years Yacahudah read a book by 
Arthur W. Pink, famed British 
evangelical, that tore his mind 

from his life of professional 
vanity and directed it towards 
Christ.  So together with his wife 
they left their jobs and set up 
their impromptu chapel.  “They 
don’t know where to put us, in 
terms of categorizing,” Danetia 
wryly murmurs, “they never 
heard of missionaries in the 
United States, because we have 
so many churches and we’re not 
trying to convert anybody.”

  And they’re not.  If there’s 
one thing we learn from Sophia 
Tewa’s documentary Seaman 
and 207, it’s that Yacahudah 
and Danetia are not interested 
in mobbing people in the street 
and shoving a Bible under 
their nose.  Instead, theirs is 
a ministry of presence—they 
give of themselves their time 
and attention to anyone who 
comes by.  Most of the day 
they sit in their car listening 
to audio books of the Bible or 
roaming the two parks near their 
intersection, playing chess with 
the old-timers and waving at 
the children crossing the street 
to school.  They don’t know 
where their next meal will come 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 13
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Seaman 
and 207

from, they don’t know if they’ll 
have enough money for gas to 
keep the engine going and the 
heat flowing when it grows 
cold.  But they persist.  And 
miraculously, it works.  Over 
and over again we see strangers 
from the neighborhood come 
up to their car and tap on their 
window.  Who are you two, they 
ask?  I always see you two here 
on my way to work, but I never 
thought to ask.  And invariably 
the topic turns to Jesus.  Some of 
them are struggling Christians 
hungry for affirmation, some 
are nonbelievers who want to 
challenge their theology, and 
some are people who just want 
to know who this Christ is they 
keep talking about.  And they 
always answer.

  Seaman and 207 is one of 
the more fascinating portraits of 
missionary work in some time, 

in part because while the film 
clearly admires Yacahudah and 
Danetia for their efforts, it isn’t 
afraid to cock an eyebrow of 
doubt and incredulity towards 
their odd behavior.  It pairs 
scenes of Yacahudah facing 
down a belligerent, mentally 
ill man harassing Danetia with 
Christian love— “You will 
never make me hate you,” 
he bellows—with moments 
where he has to be restrained 
by neighbors from physically 
attacking someone trying 
to call the cops on them.  It 
zeroes in on the inner sadness 
of Yacahudah, a convert from 
the Black Hebrew movement, 
who still yearns for the Jewish 
prayers and community for 
his childhood.  Little attention 
is spared to Danetia and her 
reasons for going along with 
Yacahudah in their self-imposed 
homelessness—but one gets the 

Continued from page 12

feeling it may have been reticence 
on her part, not carelessness on 
Tewa’s.

  Still, Seaman and 207 burns 
and sears the emotions with its 
simple, earnest portraits of two 
elderly voices crying out in the 
wilderness.  Few times in modern 
history has the Church struggled 
more to connect with the public at 
large and the prevailing zeitgeist.  
Partly it’s due to increased 
scientific skepticism and other 
socio-economic forces.  But 
partly it’s due to our own failings 
as a community for Christ.  We 
are too insulated, too myopically 
concentrated on outdated 
traditions, ceremonies, and 
prejudices.  But as Yacahudah 
and Danetia demonstrate, 
sometimes all you need to do 
is sit down, meet the world on 
its own terms, and let it come  
to you.   v

Home Town Sunday:  
A Celebration of our Origins
Sunday, February 17, 2019

 At First Presbyterian Church, we are truly blessed. Our congregation is made up of members from all over the 
USA and beyond.  Unlike our hometown congregation where we grew up with each other, many of us came to 
Delray Beach as adults.  We may not know the person sitting next to us in the pew.  That person, sitting on your 
left or right, could be from your Home Town and you wouldn’t know it.  Home Town Sunday, sponsored by the 
Fellowship Team, is a very special day designed with activities to help us connect with each other.  So, let’s connect! 

We know your local address, but where is your Home Town?  As February 17th draws 
closer, you will find an insert in the weekly bulletins regarding Home Town Sunday.  We 
ask you to complete the short form.  Once you’ve completed it, please drop it in the Offering 
Plate or put it in the basket in the Welcome Center.  

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for February 17, 2019!  v
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Pajama Program Pajama 
and Book Drive

by Ann Gill

 The Mission Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone who participated in our first Pajama and 
Book Drive for the Palm Beach County Chapter of Pajama Program!  We are thrilled to report that we were 
able to deliver a total of 121 pajamas and 161 books, thanks to the generous donations of the First Presbyterian 
Church family.  This includes items that were purchased with financial donations.
 
We received a thank you letter from Bobbi Rini, Chapter President.  Bobbi wrote, 
“Thank you for helping us support every child’s right to a good night for a good day.  Your donation will enable 
us to give loving, comforting good nights to the children who need us most.  Our mission is to promote and 
support a comforting bedtime routine for children affected by instability to help them thrive.  Pajama Program 
offers at-risk children the unconditional, magical gifts of new pajamas and new books so that they can enjoy 
the greatest benefit of a loving bedtime and peaceful good night: a fulfilling good day.  After all, good nights 
are good days.”
 
As we serve our Lord Jesus Christ, it is a joy to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community, sharing his 
love and compassion to our neighbors.  Thank you for joining in this opportunity to bless the children with 
clean pajamas and new books!
 
“Sweet Dreams!”
Ann Gill and the Mission Outreach Committee

v v v
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 What if someone told you that you could touch a life in less than 10 minutes and it would cost less than  
10 cents?  Would you?

 Gail Benson, a member of Holly House, is asking for your help with a worthy cause. 

 Operation Gratitude is a non-profit organization that sends care packages to all those who serve our 
nation. To date, they have sent 2,107,264 care packages, each including one or more handwritten notes with  
encouraging messages. 

 Gail set a goal of sending 1000 cards this year and asked the ladies of Holly House to help. We just mailed 
our third batch of cards to the organization, bringing our small group’s total number of cards to more than 500. 
It’s time to take this on the road. 

OPERATION GRATITUDE 

 How can you help?
1. Donate any blank or Thank You cards you don’t need.  The ones you get in the mail for 

making donations are perfect.
2. Write cards at home and bring them to church or to Holly House.  No envelopes, please. 
3. Ask friends in your book clubs, prayer groups, or in your children’s schools to help.  See 

Gail for information packets.
4. Make a small donation for printing and postage costs.
 
 Here are some helpful guidelines for writing a letter:
• Begin with “Dear Hero” or “Dear Brave One” 
• Include words of encouragement: 
 * “Thank you for your bravery.” 
 * “Your sacrifice is so appreciated.”
 * “Good luck on your mission. We pray for your success.”
 * “Thank you for doing an impossible job under impossible conditions.”
 * “We are proud of your service.”
 * “Thank you for standing up for freedom.” 
 * “America thanks you and loves you.”
• End with your name, for example “Gail B., Delray Beach, FL”

Please keep this project in your prayers..........

v v v
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interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Sundays, 6 p.m.


