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Hanging of the Greens Dinner 
and Worship Service

Two Worship Services
On Sunday, November 5th,
we will resume two services

9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time 

ends on Saturday, 

November 4th.  

Remember to set your 

clocks back one hour.

 Please join us on Sunday, November 26th at 6 p.m. for a dinner in Fellowship Hall.  The cost 
is $7 per adult, $5 per child, and a maximum of $20 per family.  You may RSVP for the dinner on 
our website under Upcoming Events or call the church office (276-6338).  This will help us with our 
planning.

 Then at 7 p.m., join us as we decorate the Sanctuary in preparation for Advent.  The Hanging 
of the Greens is a special worship service filled with familiar carols and traditions.  We will also 
decorate the Chrismon Tree.  There will be a special presentation by the children.  If you are unable 
to attend the dinner, do plan to attend the worship service.

v v v



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

Hesitant Believers

 “At that the boy’s father cried out, 
‘I have faith; help my lack of faith!’”

Mark 9:24 (Common English Bible)

 The boy’s father cried out, “I have faith; help my lack of faith!” His cry 
is our cry. We live in an anxious time. Natural disasters, terrorist activity, 
and anger unleashed in the midst of shifting cultural values have brought 
uncertainty and fear. We may profess faith in God but that faith is hesitant, 
uncertain, and unsatisfactory. The forces of evil, destruction, and pain can 
do that; diminish a steady and certain faith in the presence and activity of a 
loving God. Faith may remain but it isn’t the robust faith we desire. Mixed 
with our faith is a good measure of doubt: “help my lack of faith!”

 This father’s son is possessed with a destructive spirit. Since an early 
age, this spirit has thrown the boy into a fire and into bodies of water with 
one intention: to kill him. The Bible doesn’t tell us how many years this has 
been going on but the father has now exhausted all hope for his son. Hope 
extinguished is reflected in the father’s question to Jesus: “If you can do 
anything.” It is a frail request. It is what anyone who has nearly given-up 
would ask. In modern parlance, it is a resignation to, “What can it hurt to ask 
Jesus to help.” The father has moved way past desperation. 

 It is then that the arch of the story shifts. Jesus confidently answers, “All 
things are possible for the one who has faith.” The father finds that he stands 
before a faith so glorious and strong, a faith that has sufficient resources to 
meet any need, that his prayer grows larger. Certainly, the father’s desire for 
his son’s wholeness remains. But suddenly present is something more. The 
father seeks to possess the faith he sees in Jesus, “help my lack of faith!” 
How many of us are represented by that father’s plea?

 Each of us has felt the desire to find within our faith the resources to 
counterbalance the tumult of the world. These are desperate days we are 
living through. And as one tragedy follows another, we grow weary. Jesus 
does heal the father’s son. And when the disciples ask how, Jesus simply 
answers, “Throwing this kind of spirit out requires prayer.” Apparently, 
Jesus speaks of something more than perfunctory prayers offered before a 
meeting, a meal, or bedtime. If we wish to be glorious believers who call 
upon uncommon powers, we will fulfill the conditions of a more thoughtful, 
robust life of communion with God. This is a deeper prayer life than many 
of us have ever known.   v

If you or a family member 
are hospitalized, please 
notify the church office. 

Even if you give the 
name of the church upon 
admission, the hospital 

will NOT notify us.
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Howard Cameron, former Presbyterian Church USA missionary, was, along with his wife, Wilma 
Cameron, a part of the worship, work, and witness of the Presbyterian Church of the Congo, Africa.  
The Congo was granted independence from Belgium and went through the post-independence 
disturbances of the 1960s.  Howard and Wilma, both deceased, were the parents of Grace Cameron 
Hood who was born in the Congo.

Reflections on Mission

Amazing Women 
 Is it possible to divide nothing in half and come up with two “somethings”?  Everything we know says, 
“No, it can’t happen.”  But it does – every day in the Congo.  They call it Le Miracle Congolais, “the Congolese 
Miracle.”  It’s happening among the Presbyterian women of the Limete Church here in Kinshasa.

 August 1, 1997, 423 women of this congregation gathered to commit themselves to prayer for God’s 
blessings on Congolese refugees gathered in Kinshasa and to ask God’s guidance in how they could meet the 
refugees’ needs.

 These women are amazing!  Their own needs are overwhelming – they have practically nothing.  The 
average monthly salary of 1,000,000 zaires (less than $10) doesn’t allow much of anything.  The struggle to feed 
the family begins at dawn and continues until long after sunset.  A change in the Kinshasa political situation 
could, in just hours, make them refugees in their own country.  Yet they do what they can for those who have 
been run out of their homes, who have even less than those who do not have enough.

 From a nearly bare cupboard, a woman brings one of the three cups she has for a family of five.  Another 
brings the shawl she throws across her shoulders to ward off the early morning chill.  Another woman brings 
a pot.  Another brings some food.  Another brings a small amount of money.  And another, and another, and 
another – all of them bringing a small something.  Four hundred and twenty-three small somethings.  They 
divided nothing between themselves and came up with a big “something.”

 They then took their “something” and shared it with the refugees.  There were greetings, songs, prayers, and 
conversation.  It’s called kusamba muntu – which means to comfort and encourage someone who is suffering or 
grieving by surrounding that person with love and leaving something in their hands.  These women enveloped 
the refugees with their love and shared with them their “something.”

 They call it Le Miracle Congolais, but there is a better name.  The real name is the miracle of God’s love.  
The church of Jesus Christ doesn’t shine any brighter than in this miracle.

 Is it possible to divide nothing in half and come up with two somethings?  In the miracle of God’s love, 
Yes!  It happens every day in the Presbyterian Church in the Congo.   v



Faithful Presence
Stewardship 2018

 Several weeks ago a woman approached the church staff and asked if she may be permitted to pray 
in our Sanctuary. Additionally, she had brought a bouquet of fresh flowers that she wished to place 
“upon the altar” (The Lord’s Table) as an offering to her Lord. Naturally, we welcomed her into the 
Sanctuary, placed the flowers carefully in the chancel area, and left her alone for her time of prayer. In 
our busy downtown location of Delray Beach, with its myriad opportunities for shopping, enjoying a 
meal, and the recreation of the beach, here was an individual who sought spiritual refuge from it all. At 
that moment, First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach became the reality of God’s presence in our 
community. 

 Your church makes God visible in downtown Delray Beach. Amid the world’s struggles and 
pain, our beautiful church campus makes God’s presence concrete and real. The church campus also 
demonstrates that in a culture of striving – striving for more success, more economic opportunity, and 
more “stuff”, we, as God’s people, are building a new culture. The culture that we are building is one of 
generosity, of compassion and concern for one another. Our faithful presence in this community helps 
people, like the woman who sought prayer in our Sanctuary, take notice that God is present all around 
us and is powerfully at work to transform lives in the person of Jesus Christ.

 Faithful Presence is the theme of our annual stewardship campaign for 2018. By completing 
the Estimate of Giving Card you will receive this month by mail, and returning it to the church, you 
demonstrate that you want to add your name to our shared striving of building a new culture in our 
world. The capacity of this church to be an “on-the-ground” presence of God who desires to dialogue 
and interact with those who live, work, and play in downtown Delray Beach is directly proportionate to 
the total estimate of giving by those in this place who demonstrate by their gift, “you can count on me” 
to make a difference in the lives of others.  v 
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We Welcome 
to Our Membership

Patricia Barnett

Rosemeire Teixeira

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,348,176
Amount Received: $2,514,460

As of 10/11/2017

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 
congregation is extended  

to the family of the following member  
upon the death of their loved one:

– Dorothy Briggs – 
October 21, 2017

Gobble
Gobble

 Again this year, we are 

happy to continue our tradition 

of donating Thanksgiving 

boxes for The Caring Kitchen 

in Delray Beach.  Please 

pluck a feather from the 

Thanksgiving Turkey in the 

Courtyard to sign-up to fill a 

box with all the “trimmings” 

for a Thanksgiving dinner 

or make a donation to feed a 

family.

v v v

by Jeanne Heavilin, Co-Chair, 
Mission Outreach Committee
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Logan Lucky

  One of the things I get 
asked the most as a film critic is 
what I look for in a good movie. 
Inevitably people ask me what I 
mean when I say that a film’s plot 
is generally low on the list. In fact, 
I’d argue that nine times out of ten 
the plot is the least important or 
interesting part of any given movie. 
Perhaps this is partly because 
after seeing literally thousands 
of movies I can guess how the 
stories of most movies will go. 
But there’s a deeper reason: as you 
watch more and more movies, you 
become more interested with what 
a movie’s trying to SAY rather 
than what it’s ABOUT. I’ve seen 
hundreds of cheesy action movies. 
But the best ones – the ones I find 
myself returning to again and 
again – are those that are trying to 
communicate something. 

 J a m e s  C a m e r o n ’ s 
TERMINATOR 2: JUDGMENT 
DAY (1991) may have Arnold 
Schwarzenegger gunning down 
shapeshifting murder robots, 
but at its core is a message that 
we as human beings have the 
capacity to change our own fates 
and earn better futures. George 
Miller’s MAD MAX: FURY 
ROAD (2015) may literally be 
a 2-hour chase scene featuring 
leather clad mutants and scantily 
clad women in the desert, but the 
film’s a devastating indictment 
of misogyny and ultimately a 

supreme celebration of female 
empowerment. Again, this is what 
these films are trying to SAY. 

 Figuring out this nuance 
can be tricky for some people 
used to viewing movies as 
disposable entertainment. But it’s 
not impossible. To get started, 
I would recommend watching 
Steven Soderbergh’s LOGAN 
LUCKY. On the surface, the film 
is a heist comedy set in hills of 
West Virginia and North Carolina. 
After being unfairly fired from his 
construction job at the Charlotte 
Motor Speedway, Jimmy Logan 
(Channing Tatum) convinces 
his one-armed Iraq war veteran 
brother Clyde (Adam Driver) to 
help him rob it during a race using 
his knowledge of the complex’s 
pneumatic tube system used for 
transferring the vendors’ petty 
cash to the main vault. Much 
like Soderbergh’s earlier heist 
comedy masterpiece OCEAN’S 
ELEVEN (2001), the film spends 
much of its first half introducing 
us to the various members of the 
heist’s team of “professionals” 
and meticulously detailing how 
the theft will go. We’re introduced 
to several eccentric personalities, 
none more eccentric than the high-
strung yet charming Joe Bang 
(Daniel Craig), a safecracking 
genius they alternatively need to 
break out of jail and then break 
back INTO jail without the prison 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

guards noticing. Predictably, 
things don’t go according to plan, 
Jimmy and his gang scramble 
to get away with it, and just 
barely flummox the cops and 
investigators who try and figure 
out what happened. 

 The film is wildly funny and 
entertaining and even touching, 
especially with the subplot 
involving Jimmy’s relationship 
with his daughter Sadie (Farrah 
Mackenzie). But LOGAN LUCKY 
is more than all this. It is, at heart, 
an exercise in cinematic empathy. 
Most movies try to make us like 
their characters, but Soderbergh 
seeks to make us LOVE them, and 
not just for their personalities and 
motivations. Soderbergh makes us 
want to care for these people as 
PEOPLE—ordinary human beings 
with wants and hopes and dreams 
and fears. What’s more, he wants 
us to care for folks our society 
usually dismisses as rednecks 
and racists. The characters are all 
working class Southerners from 
West Virginia, a demographic 
either ignored entirely by 

Continued on page 7
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  For our Christmas Eve Offering last December, we asked 
for your help in providing wheelchairs and batteries for Caps of 
Love. Through your generosity, we were able to present a check 
for $10,000 to Caps of Love, the organization that you have 
supported by collecting your plastic bottle caps and lids to be 
recycled.  Caps are no longer being collected, but Caps of Love, 
now called Chariots of Love, continues to provide wheelchairs to 
children who need them.

 In our Sanctuary on Sunday, October 8th, one of the 
wheelchairs purchased with our donation was presented to 
4-year-old Alfonsina Burtones.   This is mission in action and 
you made it possible!  v

Mission in Action

Hollywood or crassly stereotyped 
as bigoted, ignorant rednecks. 
My friend and colleague David 
Shreve – himself a native West 
Virginian – wrote extensively 
about how surprising it was to 
see a film about impoverished 
Southerners that asks its audience 
to see it characters as actual 
people and not stereotypes:

 “T here’s  an a lmost 
disorienting sense of apolitical joy 
and benevolence in Soderbergh’s 
newest heist film, a politically 
unexamined affection for its 
characters. For this native and 
proud West Virginian, it’s strange 

Continued from page 6

Logan Lucky

to see the heavy affectation of the 
Boone County accent on screen…
without seeing the residents of the 
area reduced to novelty humor, 
examined for cultural motivation, 
or subjected to cinematic essay. 
 There isn’t a single joke in 
Logan Lucky that positions its 
down-and-out characters down-
and-out-ness as a punchline.”

 So, let’s review. LOGAN 
LUCKY might be about a heist. 
But what is it trying to SAY? 
That a traditionally maligned 
population are human. That great 
love and kindness can exist amid 
desperate poverty. That being a 

law-breaker doesn’t necessarily 
mean someone’s an inherently 
bad person. Because of all this, 
LOGAN LUCKY is one of the 
most astonishingly heartfelt films 
of 2017. And hopefully it can help 
you begin to look beyond what 
merely happens in movies and 
see what’s truly bubbling beneath 
their surfaces.

 To read the rest of David’s 
incredible analysis of LOGAN 
LUCKY, it can be found on the 
site AudiencesEverywhere.com 
under the title “Logan Lucky, 
Patti Cake$, And The Apolitical 
Politics of Desperate Poverty.” v

by Jeanne Heavilin, Chair, Mission Outreach Committee
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

 Be sure to visit the Holly House’s Holiday Gift Shoppe every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning from 10 a.m. to noon at the Holly House. You can park in the east parking lot by 
entering the church campus from Bronson Avenue off of Atlantic Avenue.

 The Holiday Gift Shoppe is also open following the Sunday morning worship 
services. As we transition back to our two worship schedule, stop by at 10 a.m. or 

at noon.

 Some of the newest items include coastal accessories, November holiday 
decorations and new gorgeous hand-made necklaces, bracelets and earrings 
from our Beads Gone Wild Holly House designers. 

 Donations: Please bring in your donations of your “old” costume jewelry and 
our jewelry department will spiff them up (they have some lovely “must see” 
vintage items this year).  We are designing beautiful items using seashells, so 
any seashells you can donate will go to make our coastal themed accessories. 

 WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP on one of these Saturdays? 
We are looking for helpers to work or to donate baked goods for 

these two Saturdays. Contact information: Cindy Pemberton (374-
8707) or Marilyn Zechman (274-0778) to volunteer. v

See You at the Holly House Gift Shoppe

SAVE THE DATE:
Holly House will be open two Saturdays this year.

November 18th and December 2nd
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

HOLLY HOUSE GIFT SHOPPE
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 Come join your church family as we putt into Fall!  You are invited to a church family 
event on Sunday, November 5th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Putt’n Around Delray Beach, 
located at 350 NE 5th Avenue in Delray Beach.  This fun church event is for anyone who 

enjoys pizza, mini golf, and being with friends and family.  There is no cost to attend but there is a limit 
of 50 people and registration is required.  Everyone who registers will receive one game of 18 holes, 
one slice of pizza, and a soft drink.  Additional games, slices of pizza, and soft drinks are available at 
cost.  The register, visit our website under Upcoming Events.  This is a first come, first served event, 
so do not miss out on this fun afternoon!  v

by Grace Cameron Hood,
Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

Putt’n Into Fall

Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study
by Linda Prior

 On October 31, 1517, Roman Catholic monk Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses (or topics for 
conversation and critique) to the castle church door in Wittenberg, Germany. This watershed moment 
ushered in an era of social and political change that resulted in the creation of many new Christian 
church traditions, including the Re-formed Tradition from which we Presbyterians are descended. 

 The motto of our Reformed branch of the Christian family tree is Once Reformed, Always 
Reforming, which points to our commitment to following God’s vision and call for our lives. This 
means that we are continually open to how God wants to form and re-form us, both as individuals and 
as a faith community. Questions we might consider are, “What is God doing in our midst today? How 
is God continually reforming us into more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ and a more faithful church 
community dedicated to following God’s vision for us and the world?” 

 The Monday Morning Bible Study is exploring the video series, “Luther: Gospel, Law, and 
Reformation”, taught be Professor Phillip Cary, Eastern University. Luther was only one man – a 
humble monk and Bible professor – yet he sparked a religious rebellion that changed the course of 
history. Who was Martin Luther? What made his theology so explosive in 16th-century Europe? Was it 
really his intention to start Protestantism, and with it a new church? Please join us on Monday mornings 
at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room in the Center for Christian Studies. For information about the study, call 
Linda Prior at 330-0245. v 

Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation  
and What It Means for Us Today 
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The Wonderfulness of One Gift
 As you read this, we are quickly 
moving into the “holiday” season. But 
as we prepare to celebrate our many 
blessings – material, emotional, and 
spiritual, I am haunted by the tragedies 
that have been so frequent over the 
past few months and the pain they have 
caused for so many. I suspect you feel 
the same. All around us, people are 
suffering loss, and, often, the sense of 
being abandoned in their need. 

 Our role as Christians is to try 
to help those who feel diminished 
and abandoned regain a sense of 
wholeness and worthiness. We have 
the opportunity, through the Deacons’ 
Christmas Tree to do this right here 
in the Delray Beach area – through one 
gift to one child.

 How Does It Work? This 
month you will see a Christmas tree 
appear in the church with colorful tags 
attached to its branches. Simply choose 
one of the tags (or more than one if you 
are able), and sign up with one of the 
Deacons who will be standing by to 
record who has which tag. Then just 
follow the instructions on the tag. The 
request may be for a specific gift or for 
a gift card – be sure to note the return 
date.

Dates to take a tag:  
11/19, 11/ 23, or 12/3

 Who Do We Serve? The 
organizations we work with serve some 
of the most needy families in our local 
area.  The gifts that we so carefully 

shop for, trying to picture the child 
on the tag, make a huge difference for 
these families.  Because of what you, 
as a congregation, so generously share, 
hundreds of children receive not only 
a gift, but feel they are uniquely loved 
because the gift is just for them.

  In addition to gifts for children, 
we also assist one or more families 
with much needed clothing and other 
items that we take for granted, being 
able to provide for each adult and child.  
In cases where the specific needs of the 
recipients are not known, we provide 
gift cards and donations that the 
agencies can use to brighten the lives 
of those whom they serve.

 Here are the agencies with 
which we work:

• The Boys & Girls Clubs of Palm 
Beach County – which works to help 
youth of all backgrounds develop the 
qualities needed to become responsible 
citizens and leaders. The Club offers 
daily access to a broad range of 
programs in six core program areas: 
character and leadership development; 
education and career development; 
health and life skills; the arts; sports 
and fitness; and technology.
• Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse 
(AVDA) – where our gifts are put in a 
“store,” allowing clients to “shop” for 
items they want to give their families.
• Adopt-A-Family – which serves 
homeless and low income families.
• Achievement Center for Children 
& Families – where we gift 100 of 

their 800 children.
• Milagro Center – where last year 
we had the opportunity to help buy 
leotards for some of the girls that are 
taking part in a dance program the 
agency was sponsoring.
• Rolling Green Elementary – where 
the teachers and counselors provide 
suggestions based on their knowledge 
of the kids and we are often able to add 
in gifts so that all children in a family 
receive something, even if they don’t 
attend this school.

 Our Deacon and Church 
Staff Team. Making this effort 
happen requires a lot of coordination 
and dedication. This year, we have 
a great team of Deacons:  Jen Buce, 
Holly Anderson, David and Carol 
Lewis, Ruth Landis, Susan Canada, and 
Tom and Kay Adams.  We also receive 
lots of help from the church staff -- 
particularly Nancy Fine, Mindi Cole, 
Aaron Strippel, Justice Reeves, and 
Christine Davis.  All of these people 
make it possible to get the tree up, 
write the tags, hang the tags, organize 
and bag the gifts, and keep everything 
straight on the financial side. If you 
have any questions or would like 
to volunteer to help in some way, 
please contact Holly Anderson at 
734-646-3872 or Tom Adams at 
742-8942.

v v v 

Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz
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 One of the ways our church offers pastoral care to our members and friends is by sending them four 

booklets after a death in their family or of a friend. This is a special time of loss and Stephen Ministries has 

produced a series of four booklets to help someone through the grief process.

 In the first booklet, Kenneth Haugk, the founder of Stephen Ministries, writes of the three N’s of grief.  The 

first is that Grief is Normal.  It is part of dealing with the death of someone or any other experience of loss. 

Grief is normal.

 The second is Grief is Natural.  It is part of the human experience.  Just like we have feelings such as joy, 

guilt, and love, so we experience grief as normal in the face of death or loss.  Remember Jesus wept before the 

tomb of Lazarus.

 Finally, Grief is Necessary.  It is part of the process to deal with loss.  We cannot deny or avoid the reality 

of grief.  We must go through it and everyone has their way and time to grieve.  So what can we do to show 

love when someone is grieving?  Two main ways are:  1) just be there with the person…listening to them;  

2) pray for the person asking God to comfort them.

 If you are not grieving over some loss, think about someone in your life who is and see how God can use 

you to bring comfort to them.  If you know someone who would be helped by these booklets, please call Mindi 

in the church office and she will send the booklets to your friend.

 Grace and peace to you as we share in the ministry of processing grief.

v v v 

by Rev. Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care

A Word from Kernie Kostrub, 
Associate for Pastoral Care
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in the Meeting Room in the 
Center for Christian Studies.  However, prayer requests that come through our worship services 
or through the church office are still distributed by the church office to the prayer ministry team 
for individual prayer. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Adult Sunday School 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sundays, 6 p.m.


