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INSIDE . . .

Come one, come all . . . 
. . . to our Fall Festival on Sunday, November 2nd at
noon, following the second worship service.  There will
be hot dogs, clowns, games, a bounce house, and, we
hope, you.  Come join in the fun or just have a hot dog
and enjoy watching the festivities.  Register on our
website www.firstdelray.com under Upcoming Events
or call Paula Hare (276-6338, ext. 23) so that we can
plan accordingly. v

Gobble – Gobble!
Adopt a Delray Beach family for Thanksgiving

by providing the ingredients for a delicious,
traditional Thanksgiving dinner.  C.R.O.S.
Ministries is making the direct connection of
distribution to less fortunate families in Delray
Beach.

Pluck a paper feather from the
Thanksgiving Turkey in the
Courtyard following the
worship service.  We have 50
families of 5-6 members who
will need the items listed on
the turkey feather.  We will
supply the boxes to maintain
uniformity for ease in storage and
distribution.   v

On Sunday, November 2nd, 
we will resume two services

9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

TWO WORSHIP SERVICES



From My Heart to Yours
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

Why Go To Church?
“All things are possible for the one who has faith.”

Mark 9:23 (Common English Bible)

Why go to church? This is a question that is increasingly asked today.
Decades ago there was a promise that as technology continued to advance,
lifestyles would find increased time for leisure and rest. Technology has
advanced – and continues at a blazing speed no one ever anticipated – but our
lives have become more difficult, more stressed and terribly deficient of rest.
Meaningful participation in church is simply “one more thing” in an already
crowded life. Indeed, one may ask, why go to church?

The best answer is that church will provide what is most urgently needed
today, faith and hope and love. People are weary. With weariness comes fear
and apprehension. Difficulties and problems result in many who live defeated
lives. Meaningful participation in church and the practical application of the
Christian faith has an enormous capacity to lighten our burdens, soothe our
anxieties and order our lives. Those who go to church regularly discover a life
that is better than they ever imagined. The reason, simply, is that through a
pattern of living that applies the Christian faith, Christ takes up residence in
our lives.

Many are not aware of this simple truth that Christ will come into their
lives, into their hearts and into their minds if they simply ask him to. The answer
for much that disturbs the human heart and mind today is simply the indwelling
Christ. I have personally discovered Christ’s power to transform the individual
by renewing confidence and hope in the future regardless of the present
circumstances. Christ will guide us in the solution of our problems, whatever
they may be.

What do I mean by practical Christianity? I mean the opposite of
intellectual consent to the teachings of Jesus. I mean that right belief does not
change a life. Satan believes correctly in the promises of Jesus Christ. He is
still the devil! What I mean by practical Christianity is living purposefully and
intentionally in a relationship with the living Christ. No life will be changed,
nor will they ever have victory and power, unless they find Christ personally.
Such a fruitful relationship is begun – and nourished regularly – by going to
church.

Reprinted from Dr. Hood’s September 27, 2014 blog posting. v

If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.

Even if you give the name
of the church upon

admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.
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These thoughts are provided to assist in life change. They are actual sentences that I have underscored in my own personal
and professional reading. Though it is true that they have been lifted from a larger context, they contain, in their brevity, a
nugget of truth or insight; insights that have the potential of impacting our lives.

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

UNDERSCORED:
Thoughts on Living Faithfully

“Consumerism has had a devastat ing impact  on spiritual  vital ity.”
Thomas K. Tewell, lecture given at Princeton Theological Seminary

“The spirit and practice of generosity is always an outward 
sign of an inward commitment.”

Chris Willard and Jim Sheppard

“Money follows mission, not the reverse.”
Kennon L. Callahan

“There’s a fundamental connection between our spiritual lives 
and how we think about and handle money.”

Randy Alcorn

“By not talking about God’s perspective of money and possessions, 
we conditioned people to become consumers instead of givers.”

Chris Willard and Jim Sheppard

“But stewardship is a part of  life. If  we don’t learn how to handle our resources
the way God intends, we’ll never be able to live the life God created us to live.”

Nelson Searcy

“When the focus of meeting after meeting is primarily on getting enough money 
to balance the budget, people’s generous impulses wither.”

Kennon L. Callahan
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Deacons’ Corner

by Anne Gaudree

Green construction paper
cut into the shape of a tree.  Neatly
written strings of letters on the
paper listing wishes and desires.
Strings cut, threaded and tied on
the request tags.  Christmas music
blaring, yes blaring, in the
Narthex as the big tree is covered
in paper trees.  Many little things
are done by the Deacons so that
come Sunday morning – there it
is, the Deacons’ Christmas tree
festooned with gift requests for
local children and residents!

The Deacons’ Christmas
Tree is a tangible way that we, as
a congregation, can give joy to
those in our community who so
deeply need a bit of joy and we get
a little joy in return.  We can

choose the request card that is
meaningful to us.  Perhaps you want to
find a gift for a young girl or boy.
Maybe you remember a time as a
teenager when you desperately wanted
something you could not have and so a
card for a teenager makes sense for you.
Or maybe you or a friend experienced
domestic violence or a financial
challenge that you could not see a clear
path through, then a card for an adult
may speak to you.  If shopping is not
your thing or is difficult for you to do,
a gift certificate may be what you
select.  And naturally, there is the
wonderful option of giving the Deacons
a check and we will shop for you.

Selecting, shopping and giving
are wonderful fun.  And best of all,
while we will not be there when that

child or adult opens the gift, we all
know that amazing feeling of knowing
you are loved!

v v v

So Much More Than The Sum of its Parts . . .

HANGING OF THE GREENS DINNER AND WORSHIP SERVICE

Please join us on Sunday, November 30th at 5:30 p.m. for a dinner in Fellowship Hall.  The cost is $7
per adult, $5 per child, and a maximum of $20 per family.  You may RSVP for the dinner on our website
www.firstdelray.com under Upcoming Events or call the church office (276-6338).  This will help us with
our planning.

Then at 7 p.m., join us as we decorate the Sanctuary in preparation for the beginning of Advent.  The
Hanging of the Greens is a special worship service filled with familiar carols and traditions.  We will also
decorate the Chrismon Tree.  If you are unable to attend the dinner, do plan to attend the worship service.
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by Jim Poch, Associate Director of Music

In Appreciation
This is a new column where members can express their apprecia-

tion to the congregation.  Submissions are limited to 50 words
and may be given to Nancy Fine in the church office.  The editor

reserves the right to modify for length and clarity.

The family of Malcolm Graham wishes to thank all the kind people of

First Presbyterian Church for their love and prayers, cards and calls which have

sustained us throughout Malcolm’s long illness. A Memorial Service will be held

at the church at a later date to celebrate his life.   v

Christmas Pageant

The Christmas Pageant will be presented at both the
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services on Sunday, December
14th.   Rehearsals will be held on Sunday mornings in
November, starting November 9th, from 10:30-10:55 a.m.
in Room 204 of the Christian Education Building.  The
final rehearsal will be December 7th at 10 a.m.  All
children who can attend at least four rehearsals are invited
to participate.

This year’s pageant will be “Christmas Letters:
The Musical.” It tells the Nativity story through
songs, letters written from contemporary children to the
characters in the Biblical narrative, and receiving answers
from those characters.  The letters will be read, so there
are no lines to memorize!  For more information contact
Jim Poch at jimpoch@firstdelray.com or 276-6338,
ext. 24. v
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T he Church Improvement
Committee members, aka the Holly
House ladies, are pleased and proud
to welcome everyone to the first
Holly Days Bazaar in the Holly
House and not Fellowship Hall.  This
event begins with the customary
Presale on Thursday, November 6th
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. for church
members and regular attendees only.
On Friday, November 7th, and
Saturday, November 8th, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., we will be open to the
public.

N ow we will be able to
entertain our guests in our real
“home”, first for the Bazaar and
afterward for the Holiday Craft
Boutique which will be open
Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. from Tuesday, November
11th through Saturday, December
13th.  As Christmas gets closer, this
quick, easy place to find gifts
becomes more important.  

B esides all the interesting toys
and gifts for family right on up from

Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

babies to great grandparents, there
will be decorative and useful items
for those of all ages between, even for
the shoppers themselves, perhaps
something different for Thanksgiving.
Of course, the homemade goodies are
fun to eat as well as to give.  Our
baking ladies will display their usual
variety of selections on both Friday
and Saturday.  Hint: there are more
choices in the morning and we’ll put
your purchase aside for you until you
are ready to leave.

What about lunch?
The men always take care of that
from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m.  We Presbys
do appreciate a nice lunch with a
chance to sit and rest before having
another look around at what might be
still waiting to be discovered.

I hardly need to mention our
famous jewelry tables, except first-
timers.  If you will pardon the
expression, “It’s awesome!”

T here are two choices we’d

like you to consider.  Will you sign up
to help at the bazaar, or will you be
one of our loyal customers?  These
are not mutually exclusive, of course.
If you are a helper, please be assured
that we will not assign you to any job
you don’t feel comfortable doing.
This is fun, not hard work.

D onna King is really the
Queen of this affair, ably assisted by
Co-Chair Princess Edna Fisher.  They
ruled calmly and graciously over the
Holly House elves who worked on
various crafts all summer, in greater
numbers than in other years.  Donna
and Edna will be highly visible at the
bazaar, available for consultations
and suggestions.

Come join this special
fall event and get a good
start on Christmas!

v v v

HOLLY DAYS
BAZAAR
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by Kathy Smith

Wonderful Wednesday
Join us in Fellowship Hall each week for

Wonderful Wednesday.  At 5:30 p.m., there is a
time to catch up with old friends and make new
ones.  Dinner is served from 5:45 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
There is a time of music and prayer.  The programs
run from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with different
speakers and topics each week.

The cost for dinner is $7 for adults, $5 for
children, and $20 maximum per family.
Reservations are requested for the dinner each
week so that the cooks know how much food to
prepare.  You may make your reservations on our
website (www.firstdelray.com) under Upcoming
Events, call the church office (276-6338), or sign
up in the Courtyard following the worship services
on Sunday morning.  Reservations are requested by
Monday at 5 p.m.  You will need to make your
reservation each week.

Come join us during November for delicious
dinners, delightful conversation, and dynamic
programs.  Menus and program details can be
found in the weekly bulletin or on the church
website.

November 5th: Achievement Centers for Children
& Families, Nancy Hurd and Peg Bowen.
The Coastal Star Newspaper stated, “The flock of
children whose care has been shepherded by Hurd,
perhaps into the tens of thousands with the center,
started with just 20 kids in a spare room at a local
church, today serving more than 700 children and
200 families each year.”  Our very own Peg Bowen
tells the story from the beginning of the “Child
Care Center” here in our church.  Nancy Hurd,

Director for 44 years finishes the story and the
evolution to the Achievement Centers for Children
& Families.

November 12th: Mindfulness, Paula Winker.
"Mindfulness is a mental state achieved by
focusing one's awareness on the present moment,
while calmly acknowledging and accepting one's
feelings, thoughts, and bodily sensations. It is used
as a therapeutic technique."

November 19th: Delray Beach City Library,
Bonnie Seltzer.  The Community Relations
Director for more than 13 years shares her insight
into the challenges in this tech world and how our
library achieves community interaction and
programming that fills the parking lot. 

Wonderful Wednesday will take a short break
and start up on January 14th, 2015. 

Coming in January:  

Dr Sapp has agreed to come back for one final bow
before retirement. 

Joe Gillie is offering a personalized tour for our church
members, through “his” Delray Beach Cultural Arts
Center before his retirement.

v v v



8

Celebration of
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a

congregation is extended to the

families of the following 

members upon the death of their

loved one:

Malcolm Graham 

October 1, 2014

Gay Stoner 

October 22, 2014

�
We Welcome 

to Our
Membership . . .

Stacy Adams

Daniel and Jade Fink

Nathanael Hood

Thelma Miller

Welcome

Westminster Ringers
 Westminster Ringers began their season in late October.  We are pleased

to welcome some new ringers to the group, and we look forward to using all
five octaves of our Schulmerich handbells in the coming months.

   There is some interest in having a group learn about handbells from
step one.  You might really enjoy that.  Contact Jim Poch at 276-6338, ext. 24
or jimpoch@firstdelray.com for more information. v

by Jim Poch, Associate Director of Music

STEPHEN MINISTRY
by Rev. Jo Garnett

There is a lesson in the Stephen Ministry training called "The Art of
Listening."  Listening has been defined as “Following the thoughts and
feelings of another and understanding what the other is saying and meaning
from his or her point of reference”.

Really listening can make a difference in many areas of our lives.
After attending the listening session, one Stephen Minister gave this
testimony: "I came home and for the first time I really concentrated on
listening to what my spouse was saying.  It has made a difference in our
relationship."

Someone has written: “When I need you to listen and you start giving
me advice, you have not done what I need.  When I need you to listen to
me and you feel you have to do something to solve my problem, you have
failed me.  All I ask is that you listen, not talk or do-just hear me.  When
you accept as a simple fact that I feel the way I do, the answers become
more obvious to me.”

Do you need someone to really listen?  Our Stephen Ministers are
ready to listen.  To be assigned a Stephen Minister, call Rev. Jo Garnett at
276-6338, ext. 18. Listening can make a difference in your life.

v  v  v

Listening, a way of Life
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Estate 
Planning

Our Endowment and
Remembrance Funds are two
excellent opportunities for your
giving consideration, be it your
will, stocks, or as a named 
beneficiary of an insurance
policy. This financially wise
method of stewardship helps
ensure the long-term financial
stability of the church and
provides a planned means for
the church to continue its role
in the lives of our members and
those to whom we reach out, in
our community and beyond.
For more information on long-
term giving, call the church
office (276-6338).

v  v  v

Remember the 
Church When . . .

A gift to Macedonian Ministry is a gift that will renew the lives of pastors,
strengthen the effectiveness of their local churches and positively impact the
communities they serve. Pastors all over America are burning out at an alarming
rate. Over 20,000 pastors left the ministry in 2010 and a recent survey by the
Francis Schaeffer Institute indicates 71% of pastors serving churches today are
burned out and battling depression beyond fatigue. The survey also showed that
48% would leave their churches today if they could get other jobs.

This alarming rate of discouragement among pastors is felt by their churches.
The Growing Vital Church Network has found that presently 90% of all
congregations in America are either stagnant or declining. Only 10% are growing.
There is a direct correlation between the spiritual health of pastors and the churches
they serve. Local congregations simply cannot have a strong missional impact
upon their communities with discouraged pastors.

The name Macedonian Ministry comes from Acts 16:9, where the Apostle Paul
hears a call in a dream from a man in Macedonia to “come over and help us.” The
purpose of Macedonia Ministry is to “come over and help” local pastors – to
encourage them and increase their leadership capacity for high-impact ministry.

Macedonian Ministry renews pastors through a three-year mentoring program
that addresses the isolation and depression that increasingly affect clergy while
bringing alongside a seasoned, effective pastor to equip them with leadership skills
that are not adequately taught in seminary. With a proven curriculum that builds
skills for a high impact ministry, what are forged are dynamic learning communities
as well as a close-knit supportive community that vitally impacts pastors and the
churches they serve.

Your gift to Macedonian Ministry will be used here in South Florida to renew
pastors, strengthen churches and positively impact communities with God’s
tangible presence and work. Make a difference today with a gift to Macedonian
Ministry. 

Given by ________________________________________________________

I would like to make a gift to Macedonian Ministry in the amount of $__________

Please make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach
and place it with your form in the offering plate, drop it off at the church office, or
mail it to First Presbyterian Church, 33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, FL  33483.

Donate to Macedonian Ministry and
Renew Pastors, Strengthen Churches &

Positively Impact Communities
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you
are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter,
please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.

We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.

One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
9 a.m. &11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as 
we worship the Living God together.

Church School
Adult Sunday Forum 10 a.m.

Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Youth Fellowship
Middle School

5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Senior High

6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Our Pathway of Ministry & Mission


