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One Worship 
Service

at 10 a.m.

Starting 

Sunday, May 5th,

we will begin holding 

only one

worship service at 10 a.m.

Check the 

Sunday Bulletin for

education class schedules.

We will resume 

two services

in November.

by Kari Shipley

 Did you know that 10 percent of what you give to the church goes to our 
Mission budget, which distributes the money to various local organizations?  
The largest recipient is CROS Ministries.  Now, in addition to giving financially, 
we also have the opportunity to serve the hungry and homeless right here on our 
campus.  

 Our church started an 8-week trial period serving lunches with CROS 
every Thursday in Fellowship Hall.  CROS brings volunteers and the hot 
lunches, which are prepared at another location.  Dr. Hood and Len Battifarano 
attended the first week, where we served 38 guests.  The following week we 
served nearly 60 guests.  

 The program has been running smoothly, thanks to the very experienced 
and organized Shona, Melanie, and Jay from CROS, as well as our own Nancy 
and Aaron who helped with logistics.  It is a joy and a privilege for us to be a 
part of this wonderful ministry doing God’s work right here on campus. 

v v v 



    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

AdequAte FAith
 

“The bed is too short to stretch out, 
and the shroud is too narrow to cover oneself.”

Isaiah 28:20 (Common English Bible)

 A bed that is too short and a blanket that is too narrow are inadequate 
for restful, healthy sleep.  Both may serve us well as temporary 
arrangements when nothing else is available.  But in the long term, either 
we find an adequate bed along with a sufficient blanket or we suffer;  we 
will suffer general discomfort in our rest, experience aches and pains of 
every sort, and possibly move through the day with sleep deprivation.  
Adequate rest requires adequate accommodation.
 
 Just as a short bed fails to provide for a growing body and a narrow 
blanket leaves people shivering in the cold, so does a short and narrow 
faith leave us morally stunted and shivering with every kind of fear.  God 
desires that we have a bed of faith on which to stretch a full human life 
and be warmly wrapped in the mantle of confidence in the living power 
of the risen Christ.  When we hear of those who are short on integrity and 
frightened of every uncertainty, it is reasonable to ask the nature of the 
faith that is sustaining them.
 
 Many who self-identify as Christians today live in the danger of 
believing too little.  They are very uncomfortable on the beds of their 
faith.  Ignoring the inevitable growing pains of faith, such people do 
little to nourish personal spiritual growth.  They seek to make do with 
the cradle of faith provided them by others.  The untroubled sleep of their 
early years now demands more – a larger bed of faith and a wider blanket 
of confidence in God.  The faith question presses:  Will they pursue a 
faith-growth plan that furnishes them with the largest and broadest and 
strongest thoughts of God that will sustain them as adults?  Or will they 
continually seek to squeeze back into the crib in which they were so 
happy in childhood?
 
 Perhaps there is nothing more pathetic than to see a Christian, who 
ought to be flexing an adult’s faith in the challenges of life, content with 
a mere child’s share of understanding of God.  Instead of stretching onto 
an adult-sized faith, they tuck themselves into a cradle.  Each morning 
they get up from it lame and aching.  Worse, they are chilled by every 
blast of unbelief and uncertainty that blows. v
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First Presbyterian Church

of Delray Beach

Distinguished 
Preacher Series

Elevate the Power
of the Pulpit

for Transforming 
Lives

in Jesus Christ

dr. MichAel Brown
January 26, 2020

A frequent lecturer, preacher, 
and motivational speaker.

dr. toM long
January 31, 2021

Named one of the twelve most effective 
preachers in the English speaking world 

by Baylor University in 2018.

rev. SuSAn SpArkS
January 23, 2022

An ex-trial lawyer, turned 
standup comedian and Baptist minister.
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by Rev. Greg Rapier, Associate Pastor

Growing Young

 Back in 2016, the Fuller 
Youth Institute conducted a study 
about churches that are bucking 
current trends and growing young.  
By ‘growing young,’ here’s what 
they meant:  Churches that are 
growing numerically, while also 
reducing the average age.  Sound 
familiar?  It should, because this 
is exactly where we are at First 
Delray Beach.

 Fuller sought to determine 
what exactly these churches are 
doing that makes them attractive 
to younger generations, and they 
published their findings in a 
book titled Growing Young;  it’s 
a fascinating read for anyone 
interested not only in the church, 
but also for anyone interested in 
how to make a difference in our 
church.  What they found goes 
against a lot of conventional 
wisdom, and I thought I’d share 
with you a few key findings.  
Together, we as a congregation 
can put this information into 
practice, so we can make an even 
greater impact on this community.

1) Cool Is Overrated:  Contemporary 
services are not a magic bullet 
– plenty of churches that offer 
contemporary worship struggle 
too.  Young people don’t care 
about leaders being hip as much 

as they care about leaders being 
‘real.’  It’s about authenticity.  
It’s about relationship.  The way 
that’s delivered (be it with electric 
guitars or pipe organs) is mostly 
packaging.

2) It’s Not About The Pastor:  or the 
Associate Pastor, or the music, 
or the sermon.  It’s not that these 
elements are irrelevant, but rather 
that youth care more about other 
pieces.

3) It’s About Real, Lived-In Faith:  Young 
people don’t want a watered-down 
gospel.  They want something that 
matters.  They want substance.  
If you’re struggling, be open 
about those struggles.  If you’re 
doubting, bring your doubt with 
you to church.  Model a faith that 
is genuine and true to you, that 
interacts with your life in all its 
messiness and beauty, and leave 
room for others to do the same.  
Leave room for young people to 
question, doubt, and explore, to 
walk and wander.  As you model 
a lived-in faith, leave room for 
young people to discover a lived-in 
faith for themselves.

4) Subjects, Not Objects:  This one 
makes perfect sense to me.  As 
a white male, the church is just 
about the only place where I’ve 

been tokenized.  People don’t 
want to be tokenized.  People 
want to be valued.  This means 
saying hello before and after 
service, not because the person 
looks different, but because you 
genuinely mean it and care.  This 
means full participation at every 
level, not just on Youth Sunday.  
Youth in particular are fantastic at 
volunteering, and often are more 
than willing to help, but make sure 
you see young people as subjects 
first – not objects.

5) It’s All About Relationships:  Of all the 
findings in Growing Young, this 
was the most important – the one 
piece the book kept returning to.  
Churches that ‘grow young’, care.  
Genuinely.  At its best, church is a 
warm and welcoming community 
for all.  At its worst, it can be 
impenetrable, cliquish, and stale.  
Our church does pretty well, but 
we can do better – all churches 
can.  And that begins with you – 
with showing and sharing God’s 
love with everyone who walks 
through the door.  Remember, 
worship isn’t transactional.  We 
attend worship not only to receive, 
but also to give.  We worship so 
we can be an outpouring of God’s 
love.  It’s what we are called to do.  

v v v
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  During the month of March, the Session approved 
new members and approved three baptisms.  They 
approved the Mission Outreach Committee’s request to 
designate Hounds and Heroes for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering.  Session also elected Kari Shipley as 
Clerk of Session for a one year term and Tom Elliott as 
Treasurer for a one year term.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH FEBRUARY
 
                                                           2018                      2019
 
Members’ Pledge Payments $171,870 $176,966

Other Operating Receipts 81,053 89,789

Investments Used 68,872 67,756

Operating Reserves 11,925 –
 
Funding Sources $333,720  $334,511
 
Operating Disbursements $333,720  $334,511

We Welcome to Our Membership
Christian Blonshine 

Melinda Blonshine 

Paul Ludwig

Jack Marshall

Jim Pahlke

Celebration of 
Eternal Life…

Our Deepest Sympathies as a 

congregation is extended 

to the family of the following member 

upon the death of their loved one:

– Warren Shifferd – 

January 1, 2019

Session Report  
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by Marchele Courtney, Mission Outreach Co-Chair

 On March 13th, several church members joined us for our annual visit to local charities supported by First Presbyterian 
Church of Delray Beach.  This year we toured The Soup Kitchen and Caridad Center, both in Boynton Beach, then Adopt-
A-Family in West Palm Beach.
 

The Soup Kitchen (Host: Enrique, CEO) provides 
a safe, clean, uplifting environment for those in need of food 
and fellowship.  Their primary goal is feeding the hungry in the 
community.  They serve 600 meals a day, 365 days a year.  Last year 
they served 210,000 hot meals and distributed over 37,000 grocery 
bags of food.  The Soup Kitchen relies 100% on private funding and 
donations.  For more information about The Soup Kitchen and their 
programs, visit their website (www.thesoupkitchen.org).

 
Caridad Center (Host: Rosa, Director of Volunteerism) is the largest 
free healthcare clinic in Florida, serving the very poor, uninsured, and 
underserved individuals and families in our community.  Their mission is to 
upgrade the health, education, and living standards of underserved children 
and families, and their vision is to eliminate the cycle of poverty for the 
families they serve in South Florida.  Their healthcare services include 
medical, vision, and dental treatment for thousands of patients annually.  
For more information about Caridad Center, visit their website (www.
caridad.org).
 

Adopt-A-Family (Hosts: Emily 
and Shay) is the largest service provider for 
homeless families in Palm Beach County, 
providing access to services for more than 2,000 
families with children per year.  Their mission 
is to strengthen families with children in their 
efforts to achieve stability and self-sufficiency 
by offering access to all-encompassing services.  
For more information on their services and how 
they help the community, visit their website 
(www.aafpbc.org).

 Our group learned that there exists a great need to continue supporting these organizations, and that 
First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach truly makes a difference to the underserved in our community.

v v v

Mission Committee Agency Tour
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Final Musical Essays of Schubert and Brahms, 
with a diversion by Francis Poulenc

by Don Cannarozzi  

 One activity I began enjoying after I retired from law is practicing piano.  I learned one of my favorite 
pieces, Frank Schubert’s last piano sonata, and thought I would share the music with whomever wants to listen.  
I enlisted the help of two wonderful musicians to complete this musical presentation – Dean Peterson, bass, and 
Leeann Berry, flute. 
 
 On Sunday, May 5th, there will be a recital beginning with Dean Peterson singing Johannes Brahms’ Vier 
ernste Gesänge (Four Serious Songs), followed by Francis Poulenc’s Sonata for Flute and Piano, and ending 
with Schubert’s Piano Sonata No. 21 in B flat major.
 
 Johannes Brahms (1833 – 1897) wrote four songs with biblical texts, and called the set “Vier ernste 
Gesänge” literally translated as “four serious songs.”  Brahms wrote these songs in 1896 in anticipation of the 
death of a friend who had suffered a stroke; they were the last songs Brahms wrote. Dean loves these songs, as 
they are most effective when sung by a low voice. 
 
 Next, Leeann Berry and I will perform Francis Poulenc’s Sonata for Flute and Piano.  Francis Poulenc 
(1899 – 1963) wrote the work in 1957.  It is in three movements and exemplifies Poulenc’s melodic, bright, 
and highly individual French musical style.  Leeann has played in a few services over the past year.  I knew 
Leeann when she was first flutist in a youth orchestra in the mid-seventies, in which I played trumpet and had 
a full head of long brown hair. 
 
 I will end the program with Franz Schubert’s Piano Sonata No. 21 in B flat major.  I will also give a brief 
talk about the work.  Although Franz Schubert (1797 – 1828) died when he was only 31  — both Brahms and 
Poulenc died at 64 — he produced an enormous musical output.  He wrote his last of twenty-one piano sonatas 
in 1828, the year he died.  It is a large-scale, four-movement work, taking about 45 minutes to perform.  Despite 
its length, the work does not seem too long, because Schubert’s masterful weaving of melody and ever-changing 
harmony always brings the listener to new places.  I performed the twenty-minute first movement at the music 
meditation on Good Friday. 
 
 I call the recital “Final Musical Essays of Brahms and Schubert, with a diversion by Francis Poulenc” 
because the Four Serious Songs were the last songs Brahms wrote, and the piano sonata was Schubert’s final.  
I find that the Poulenc is a wonderful contrast to the Brahms and Schubert.  The concert will be at 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 5th.  The concert is free, and is presented as a musical gift. 
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Deacons’ Corner

 Welcome to Deacons’ 
Corner.  We are the ones you 
seeing running around church in 
our blue blazers and white pants 
or skirts.  We just recently had our 
Annual Meet Your Deacon Sunday 
on March 24th, where you had an 
opportunity to get to know your 
Deacon and they got to know you.

 We are welcoming new 
faces in our ranks, but we are also 
saddened by the loss of some of 
our retiring Deacons (although 
they never fully retire – “Once 
a Deacon, Always a Deacon.”)  
Those leaving after serving their 
terms are Mike and Betsy Owen, 
Nancy Long, Pat Breman, and 
Maryann Rana.  We want to thank 
them for their service as Deacons 
and wish them success in their 
other endeavors.

 We have a number of new 
Deacons that were recently 
installed, and we traditionally use 
this space in May and June for the 
members of First Presbyterian to 
get to know them.  In order for 
you to learn a little about them, 
I asked them several questions 
about (1) what motivated them to 
take on the role of Deacon at this 
point in their life, (2) what special 
gifts, experience, or talents they 
bring to the role, and (3) one thing 
that most of us wouldn’t know 
about them that they would like to 
share.

by Tom Adams

 John Griffin 
was born and 
raised in the 
small farming 
c o m m u n i t y 
of Windsor, 
Illinois.  After 
receiving a B.S. 
degree from 

Eastern Illinois University, he received 
a graduate degree in Business from the 
University of Illinois, and attended 
several Executive management 
courses at the University of Michigan.  
After spending most of his business 
life in the Detroit area with Michigan 
CAT, ultimately as CEO, he retired 
and moved to Honolulu, where he 
taught management courses at the 
University of Hawaii for several years.  
He then moved to Florida, where he 
met Rose, and they were married at 
First Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach.  They love Delray Beach and 
the people of First Presbyterian, and 
especially enjoy Dr. Hood’s sermons 
and Grace Hood’s messages to 
children.  They said they get a spiritual 
comfort every time they attend.

 John tells me he is motivated by 
James 2:14:  “What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if someone claims 
to have faith but has no deeds?”  He 
and his wife, Rose, “want to do our 
part to help Christianity bring order to 
a chaotic world”.

 Rose 
Griffin was 
also born 
and raised 
in a small 
f a r m i n g 
community, 
b u t 

in a different country – Minas 
Gerais, Brazil.  Rose received her 
undergraduate degree from Ulbra-

Itumbiara-Go and an MBA from 
FGV-Uberlandia-MG, Brazil.  She left 
a career with a telecommunications 
company and moved to the United 
States six years ago.  Rose is following 
her passion for animals and is a dog 
groomer in Delray Beach.  The one 
thing most of us wouldn’t know about 
Rose is that she grooms Pastor Len 
Battifarano’s two Standard Poodles 
and “loves them as much as he does”.  

 Rose transferred her church 
membership from Brazil, and John 
from Naples, Florida;  they are very 
happy they joined First Presbyterian 
and look forward to finding their 
niche.  John and Rose have four adult 
children and three grandchildren.  We 
are so blessed to have this wonderful 
couple join our Deacon ranks, and we 
hope you will get to know them more 
in the coming year.

 David Lewis 
is a returning 
D e a c o n , 
and we are 
so happy 
t o  h a v e 
him on our 
team again.  

David grew up in Poughkeepsie, 
New York and graduated from 
Poughkeepsie High School, then 
attended and graduated from Hope 
College in Holland Michigan, 
where he majored in math.  David 
worked for IBM Corporation for 
30 years as a Senior Systems 
Analyst.

 David had previously been a 

Continued on page 9



Vacation Bible School 

 It is time to sign up for VBS!!  From June 10th to 14th, 9 
a.m. to noon, we will be taking an out-of-this-world adventure as we 
explore where God’s power can take us!  Cokesbury’s To Mars and 
Beyond will be the resource we use as we look at lives of men and 
women in the Bible who showed God’s power.  Registrations are now 
being taken.  Please go to firstdelray.com to complete the forms.  The 
preschool class has limited availability, do not wait!!

9

by Grace Cameron Hood, Director of Children and Family Ministry

Faith and Fun for Families 
and Children

Family Promise Houses for Change 
 The children’s Sunday School class decorated cardboard “houses” and used them to collect money to 
donate to Family Promise of South Palm Beach County.  The children raised approximately $200.  

 v v v

member of Gilead Presbyterian 
Church in Carmel, New York;  
Coral Ridge Presbyterian 
Church in Ft. Lauderdale; and 
New Presbyterian Church in 
Pompano Beach.  He joined First 
Presbyterian Church of Delray 
Beach in 2014, where he served as 
a Deacon from 2015 to 2017. 

 David  has considerable 
experience with prior volunteer 
work, including the American 
Cancer Society and Habitat for 

Continued from page 8

Humanity;  he also volunteers with 
the Civil Observation Patrol of 
the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
Office.  David has been involved 
in road racing and marathon 
running for 30 years, highlighted 
by competing in the Boston 
Marathon.  He now enjoys biking 
and working out in the gym.

 David was motivated to 
become a Deacon again as he is 
committed to serving Christ, and 
believes that the primary role of 

Deacons is serving others.  He told 
me his prior church experiences 
with finance and administration, 
Sunday School Teaching, and 
other outreach has given him 
valuable experience he can use 
to serve the role of Deacon at 
our church. David has a son, two 
daughters and five grandchildren. 
 

v v v
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Missing Link

  Pixar has emotion and 
morals, Illumination shapes and 
colors.  Disney has music and 
nostalgia, and Studio Ghibli 
heart and wonder.  What does 
that leave Laika, that Oregonian 
studio of stop-motion maniacs 
who hand-mold their films shot-
by-meticulous-shot?  The answer 
is darkness:  an unrepentant 
willingness to dive into the 
sinister and tragic in ways not 
seen in children’s movies since 
the heyday of Don Bluth (e.g. 
The Secret of NIMH [1982], 
The Land Before Time [1988]).  
Bluth’s explicit philosophy was 
that children could handle any 
kind of emotional terror and 
heartbreak as long as you had a 
happy ending, and in their first 
decade Laika seemed to agree.  
Their first two films Coraline 
(2009) and ParaNorman 
(2012) were dark fantasy 
horror, following small children 
who either fell into twisted 
nightmare worlds or had said 
nightmare worlds invade their 

own.  They explicitly dealt with 
mature topics like child abuse, 
insanity, mob mentality, and 
religious superstition in ways 
that made films for grown-
ups feel toothless.  Their 2014 
follow-up The Boxtrolls, a more 
deliberately family-friendly 
film about a race of child-like 
trash-collecting monsters living 
in England and their adopted 
human boy, nevertheless dealt 
frankly with class violence 
and the dehumanization of the 
homeless.  And while their 
2016 opus Kubo and the Two 
Strings largely abandoned 
moral allegory in favor of broad, 
mythopoetic storytelling, it too 
dealt with an orphan working 
through the trauma of losing his 
parents.

  Their latest film Missing 
Link seemed a natural 
continuation of their line of 
children’s movies written 
as much for parents as their 
kids:  a buddy-adventure film 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

Continued on page 11
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following British adventurer Sir 
Lionel Frost (Hugh Jackman) 
and the last surviving American 
Bigfoot named Mr. Link (Zach 
Galifianakis) as they travel to 
the Himalayas in search of a 
mystical tribe of Yeti.  Even with 
the Scopes Monkey Trial being 
nearly a century old, the naming 
of the film after the supposed 
evolutionary “Missing Link” 
seemed a deliberate challenge 
for right-wing Creationists to 
call their bluff.  This will be 
a film about conquering Old 
World superstition and religious 
zealotry, the title and trailer 
seemed to bellow.

  How unfortunate, then, that 
Missing Link not only sidesteps 
any actual evolutionary 
controversy—the main villain 
who wants Frost stopped 
and Mr. Link killed rambles 
about “right civilization” but 
never religion or any kind of 
church—but it’s by far the 
most thematically anodyne and 
mealymouthed film in Laika’s 
filmography.  Eschewing any 
darkness or maturity, it elects 
instead to be a gentle road-movie 
following Frost and Mr. Link 
journeying across the American 
Old West, the wilds of India, 
and lost Tibetan mountains.  

All this would have been fine if 
the comedy had been fresh, the 
action exciting, and the stakes 
thrilling.  But the film fails on 
all three accounts. 

  First, the comedy:  while 
Laika’s slapstick has never been 
better, much of the remaining 
comedy comes from Frost’s 
buffoonish self-confidence and 
Mr. Link’s cloying naivety, the 
latter manifesting in an Amelia 
Bedelia tendency to take figures 
of speech literally.  Both wear 
out their charm after the first act.  
Second, the action:  the heroes 
spend their journey fighting 
off a grizzled gunslinger 
named Willard Stenk (Timothy 
Olyphant) hired to assassinate 
them by an adventurer’s club in 
Britain eager to see Frost fail.  
However, Stenk never succeeds 
as a credible threat because he’s 
so unintentionally incompetent.  
The one good action set-piece in 
the film—a chase between Frost 
and Stenk down a steamship 
hallway turned sideways by a 
tidal wave—is so outstanding 
it only further emphasizes how 
underwhelming the rest of their 
adventure is.  And finally, the 
stakes:  Mr. Link is so absent a 
personality and the storytelling 
so laid back that we never 
feel any urgency or emotional 
investment in the narrative.  

Continued from page 10

There simply isn’t any momentum.

  Audiences looking for a 
pleasant ninety-five minutes with 
their kids could do worse than 
Missing Link—but they could 
do a whole lot better.  The film is 
more than just a disappointingly 
mediocre comedy, it feels like a 
betrayal of the ideas that made 
Laika so special to begin with.  
Without the darkness, there’s no 
room for the redemptive closure or 
spiritual healing that made Laika’s 
movies so atypical.  Their previous 
films spoke on primal levels of 
hope and loss, triumph and tragedy 
that made them feel like primers 
in how to be human.  But I doubt 
many will remember this film more 
than a few weeks after watching it.
 

v v v
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
C H U R C H  O F  D E L R A Y  B E A C H

This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Wednesdays at 3 p.m. in the Youth Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. You are invited to join this prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon 
Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide additional information about this ministry and 
welcome you to participate.

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Prayer Ministry Team

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

10 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.


