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LEARN HOW TO BE A
SUPERHERO!
Vacation Bible School
June 12-16, 2017
9:00 to Noon
3 year olds to completed 5th grade

A t VBS Hero Central, students will enjoy an interactive, energizing,
Bible-based good time as they discover their strength in God. They will become
Heroes and explore how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives.
After a high-energy opening assembly at Hero Central, the Heroes make

their way to the Bible Story Headquarters. Interactive Bible lessons reveal Hero
Codes to equip your Heroes for an active life with God. Your Heroes will
discover a Hero Verse (Bible memory verse) that will remain with them in their
faith long after VBS.

The students will expand on what they’ve discovered by participating in

a variety of activities: making their own art projects at Craft Headquarters,
singing new songs at Music Headquarters, exploring the wonders of creation at
Science Headquarters, playing games at Recreation Headquarters, and enjoying
tasty treats at Snack Headquarters. Along the way, the Heroes will hear about
our mission project and as their respond to a call for action!

Let’s go!
V olunteers are still needed to help with many areas of this wonderful

program. Please consider being a super hero to the children of our church and
community! Contact Grace Hood at gracehood@firstdelray.com.

T he S pire
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One Worship
Service
at 10 a.m.
Starting
Sunday, May 7th,
we will begin holding
only one
worship service at 10 a.m.
Check the
Sunday Bulletin for
education class schedules.
We will resume
two services
in November.
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There’s A Girl

Associate for Pastoral Care

“I was beaten with rods three times.
I was stoned once. I was shipwrecked three times.
I spent a day and a night on the open sea.”
2 Corinthians 11:25 (Common English Bible)

Trent Harmon shared recently that his country single, There’s A Girl, was
inspired not by one girl, but by several romances that Harmon has experienced.
With an upbeat and happy tempo, the song is about how guys are driven by girls
and how they drive guys to do things they normally wouldn’t do. “Why would
we drive six hundred miles one way? Blow through cash that we ain’t made. Get
tattoos, wash our trucks, push and press our luck.” The storytelling is crisp and
true, a light-hearted look at the old, well-worn phrase, “love makes you do crazy
things.” The song is deeply heartfelt and romantic while also poking fun at himself
for all the stupid things he does when a girl consumes his attention.
In his letter to the Corinthian Church, the apostle Paul is singing a similar

song, “I was beaten with rods three times. I was stoned once. I was shipwrecked
three times. I spent a day and a night on the open sea.” Why would any rational
person subject themselves to these things? They wouldn’t. And that is precisely
Paul’s point. Trent Harmon does stupid things because, “There’s A Girl,” and Paul
opens himself to such mistreatment and danger because, “There is a man named
Jesus” who has overtaken any rational thought. Harmon has been taken captive
by his love for a girl; Paul has been taken captive by Jesus’ love for Paul. A lyric
in Harmon’s song is, “Why does any man do anything in the whole damn world?”
The apostle Paul has an answer. It is love.

Paul acknowledges in his letter to the Corinthian Church that he is bragging

when he shares all he has suffered. But Paul is equally clear that this bragging is
not for self-aggrandizement. What Paul urgently wants the reader to hear is that
there is a man, a man named Jesus, and that if you pay attention to that man, his
love for you will get to you; his love for you will result in you doing stupid and
irrational things. The love of Jesus Christ is so pervasive that neither beatings, or
stoning, or being shipwrecked can drive that love out of you.

Naturally, what Paul desires by his “bragging” is that we would become
curious about this kind of love. Trent Harmon sings, “Why would we ask when
we know we can’t dance? Show our hands and change our plans. Lose our minds,
break our hearts and learn to play guitar. Why does any man do anything in the
whole damn world? ‘Cause there’s a girl. ‘Cause there’s a girl.” Why would Paul
place himself in harm’s way, suffer beatings and endure stoning and spend a night
and day on an open sea when that is so dangerous? Because there’s a man who has
gotten to him. And Paul wants you to know him also. v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the
name of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

Journey Map for Spiritual Progress
– Using Heart & Soul Volume 2 –
“Train yourself for a holy life! While physical training has some value, training in
holy living is useful for everything. It has promise for this life now and the life to come.”
1 Timothy 4:7b-8 (Common English Bible)
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• Thoughtfully answer each of the
provacative questions.
• Pray the prayer provided.
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• Identify one to three others to share
this process.
• Agree to meet weekly at a set
time for 90 minutes.
• Grab an additional copy of
• Each person takes a turn sharing
Heart & Soul Volume 2.
with the group their written
• Give to a neighbor, work
responses to each question.
associate, acquaintance and
Take one question at a time.
invite them to worship with you.

y

• Read the brief scripture provided.
• Read the meditation that follows scripture.
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A Word from Kernie Kostrub,
Associate for Pastoral Care
by Rev. Kernie Kostrub,
Associate for Pastoral Care

F

or the next few months, I will follow-up on my March Spire article regarding pastoral care in the life of
our church. I mentioned four spheres of care: church members, Deacons, Stephen Ministers and Pastoral Staff.
In this article, I want to focus on the care provided by the individual member or family to another individual
or family. The second great command is to “love your neighbor as yourself” and Jesus adds to this in John
13:34, “I give you a new commandment: Love each other, just as I have loved you. … This is how everyone
will know you are my disciples, when you love each other.”

Jesus makes it quite clear that we are to show love in our homes and in our churches.

But what does this
look like in everyday terms? I have found a book called The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman to be a
good reminder as to what love looks like. The five ways we can love others are:
		
1) physical touch
		
2) quality time
		
3) giving gifts
		
4) acts of service
		
5) words of affirmation
It may be helpful to ask at the end of a day or week, did I show love to anyone from the church? If so, who
was it and how did I show it?

A

nother way to express love and care for others is found in Romans 12:15: “Rejoice with those who
rejoice and weep with those who are weeping.” Is there someone who is rejoicing now? Join them in rejoicing.
Is there someone you know who is weeping now? Join in their weeping and in this way you will show love and
caring member to member in the Body of Christ in Delray Beach.
vvv

Alzheimer’s 101
The Stephen Ministers invite anyone who would like to know more about
Alzheimer’s disease to attend a lecture with Stephen Minister Dale Bruhn,
who works with the Alzheimer’s Care Center, on Tuesday, May 9th at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room. For more information, contact Rev. Kostrub (2766338, ext. 18 or kerniekostrub@firstdelray.com).
vvv
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Remember
Loved Ones
with Flowers
on Sunday

As of April 18, 2017

by Linda Prior

Capital Campaign Goal: $3,500,000
Amount Pledged: $3,236,399

T he

beautiful flowers in the Sanctuary
during Sunday worship are donated in honor of
or memory of loved ones. The donor and the
loved one are listed in the bulletin. The cost of
the two arrangements is $50. If two families want
flower arrangements on a Sunday, the cost can be
shared. The donor may select the recipients for the
arrangements or the Deacons can be designated to
deliver the flowers to shut-ins. If you would like
to order flowers, contact Linda Prior, 330-0245.

Amount Received: $2,085,993

We Welcome to Our
Membership
Dee Bunt
Linda Church
Jimmy Emmerich
Judy Hill
Max Paul
Tara Paul
Holly Volle
Cindy Wilson
Jeffrey Wilson

Celebration of
Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathies as a congregation
is extended to the families of the following members
upon the death of their loved one:

– G. Vernon Slater –
May 8, 2015
– Eleanor Doverspike –
March 28, 2017
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Deacons’ Corner
by Mary Martinéz

We are Blessed -- More New Deacons!
F irst,

thank you to
everyone who attended “Meet
Your Deacon Sunday”! It
was wonderful for us to get to
know members of our flocks
who are new to us and catch
up with folks we already know.
In addition to the in-person
updates we collected at the
event, we are also trying to be
in touch by telephone or note
with everyone. If you receive
a call, we are just checking to
see how we might support you.
One of our goals for this year,
led by our pastoral liaison, Rev.
Kernie Kostrub, is to keep all of
you in prayer – one by one, on
a regular basis, and we would
love to pray specifically for
those things of most concern to
you.
Now, on to three
more of our new
Deacons…
Susan Canada has a
wonderful history with our
congregation! She has been
attending First Delray Beach
during spring vacations all her
life. Her great-grandparents
and grandparents worshipped
here, and both her parents
continue to do so. Despite this,
when she and her husband
became residents of Florida,
she decided to explore other

churches. Fortunately for us, in
the end she found that nothing
could compare to the feeling of
connection to the order of service
and traditional music that she
found here.
A volunteer at the Caring
Kitchen for many years, she
recently felt she wanted to do
something more within the church.
When she heard that we needed
Deacons, she eagerly accepted
this call. Sue tells me that caring
for others and being interested
in what motivates people has
always held deep significance for
her. She has been well-prepared
by other experiences in her life:
in her 30s she was involved in
an organization called ICARE
(Interfaith Community Action to
Respond Effectively); she obtained
a degree in social work; and for 15
or more years she has participated
in Bible studies that have provided
a deeper understanding of herself
and others. In addition, she is a
Stephen Minister.
When asked for an interesting
fact about her, Sue told me the story
of being trained many years ago
to conduct a self-esteem class for
3rd and 4th graders. As part of this
training she had to do a “trust fall,”
where you stand on a level higher
than six people on the ground who
are lined up facing each other and

ready to catch you when you fall
backwards into their arms. The
first “victim” was dropped by the
group (not supposed to happen),
and no one else was ready to trust
them, until she “bit the bullet” and
volunteered. Sue says,“Trusting
is very difficult!! But exhilarating
when one survives!”
John Schneider and his
wife, Malorie (introduced last
month), have been attending
First Delray Beach for about
two years, drawn to our church
by Dr. Hood’s depth of message
and our wonderful music. John
grew up attending church and
was taught the Christian act of
outreach and utilizing one’s gifts
at a very early age. He says that
both he and Malorie feel blessed
by the messages and the teachings
that come from being part of a
Christian community, and believe
that active involvement in the
church is an important part of a
Christian’s life.
John brings not only his strong
commitment to service within
the church, but also his business
skills – which I’m sure we can
make use of! He says he has been
blessed to be involved in leading
many technology companies in
his career – which is what brought
him to South Florida. He lists the
gifts of leadership, understanding
Continued on page 7

6

Continued from page 6

of technology, and troubleshooting
business problems as being at the top
of his list of business talents. And in
case we need any additional help on
the current renovations to the Narthex,
he also enjoys repairing and restoring
homes!
Asked for something particularly
interesting about himself, John offered
a real teaser: it’s how he met Malorie
– which he didn’t want to detail for me
any further. I’ll leave this challenge
to all of you: get to know him, and
maybe he will tell you!
Pat Breman and her husband,
Sid (currently an Elder), have been
attending First Delray Beach since
they moved here in 1998. Having been
very involved with the Presbyterian
Church in their hometown of
Leechburg, PA, where Pat served
as both a Deacon and an Elder, they
wanted to continue attending a church
in this denomination. For Pat, there
was another special reason to attend
here: Our former pastor, Dr. Ted
Bush was of Hungarian descent, as
is she. Although she was born in this
country, she spoke only Hungarian
until she was three. Dr. Bush recited
the benediction in Hungarian for Pat
and Sid’s 40th Anniversary renewal of
their wedding vows, which meant so
much to her, and to her Mother, who
attended the ceremony.

a Deacon and looks forward to
being involved and carrying out our
mission, serving in whatever capacity
she is most needed. She enjoys
working with people and has, for
most of her life, volunteered for her
church, educational institutions, and
community service organizations. A
great deal of her professional life has
included working with volunteers
who provide services to individuals,
institutions, and communities, so the
prospect of serving others through
being a Deacon is both familiar and
welcome.
At the risk of aggravating existing
fan rivalries at First Delray Beach,
I’m going to share Pat’s “interesting
fact”: She is a avid football fan and
loves “her” Pittsburgh Steelers! She
also tells me she and Sid were thrilled
to celebrate their 50th Wedding
Anniversary on April 8, 2017, and
that their only child, son Eddie (who
lived in Hungary for 11 years), now
lives much closer to them, in Boca
Raton!

Welcome to these three
new Deacons. We are so
blessed to have our ranks
renewed by the energy
and enthusiasm of these
dedicated Christians.

Pat says she is honored to be

vvv
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Church Improvement
by Eileen Robinson

“All Things Seem Possible in May”
T

he month of May is here and the Holly House workshops are busy again. We are preparing items for
the November Bazaar. Last month’s Show and Tell brought several new ideas for our new Bazaar projects.

Holly House is also planning FREE classes on the third Tuesday of each month.

The first class will
demonstrate, and you will participate, in making a bead bracelet. The class will start at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
May 16th. Other monthly classes will include creating Christmas Tree skirts, other jewelry making designs,
and craft projects. Each of these classes will last between 30 and 45 minutes.

P

lease join us and bring your friends. Our meetings are informal, open to new and old Presbyterian
women and their friends.

The Holly House is located on the north side of the church campus, next to the Center for Christian

Studies. We meet every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Holly House is always looking for any unwanted jewelry so when you come please bring some. (The

jewelry group cleans, sorts and prices the jewelry for the Bazaar.) They are also looking for unique seashells,
so if you have any you no longer want, please donate them for the new project ideas this year.

Cindy (374-8707) or Marilyn (274-0778) will be happy to answer your questions about Holly House.

Join this wonderful fellowship to help and support our church. We are looking forward to seeing you!
vvv
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Construction Update
by Rob Tanner and Kurt Bagwell

O n Monday April 17th,
the final piece of the Campus
Improvement
Campaign
began construction. You may
have noticed the beginning of
modifications of entrances to
the church Narthex, restrooms
and Covered Patio entrance for
our recent Sunday worship. In
the next few days, the front
(Southside) parking lot and
entrance from Gleason Street will
be shut down for an extended
period as construction begins with
the Narthex expansion along with
the elevation changes for parking
and drop off enhancements. There
will be continued adjustments to
parking and entrances as necessary
for construction.
DURING CONSTRUCTION
THERE WILL ALWAYS BE
ACCESS PROVIDED TO THE
SANCTUARY, MEMORIAL
GARDEN, FELLOWSHIP
HALL,
CENTER
FOR
CHRISTIAN STUDIES, AND
CHURCH OFFICES.
Parking accessibility to the
Sanctuary while the Gleason
Street entrance is closed will be
as follows:
• Our public parking lot
across Gleason Street from the
Sanctuary and church offices
will remain open throughout
construction
for
Sunday
morning worship. The front
entrance to the Sanctuary from
Gleason Street will remain
open throughout construction.
(Remember that if you use this

parking lot during the week, you
must put money in the parking
meters.)
• Parking and access to the
Sanctuary will also be available
from the Bronson Avenue
parking lot behind Fellowship
Hall and the Center for Christian
Studies. Bronson Avenue enters
the campus off Atlantic Avenue
ONE block south of A1A. There
will be ample parking, but we need
to be patient with each other as we
adjust to a traffic flow.
• Self-parking will be
available for early arrivers in the
current Bronson Avenue striped
lot and grassy areas.
• Free Valet Parking will be
available for all provided by Fran
Maricola from Caffé Luna Rosa
restaurant who has a professional
parking company to allow us
to stack park in our current two
empty lots that will be graveled
and leveled. Stacked parking is
used by most all valet services
and they will work to be efficient
in getting our congregation in
and out of the lots after church
services.
• Drop off will be at the
main back door for the Center
for Christian Studies on
Bronson Avenue that has direct
access to elevators, if needed.
While walking through the Center
for Christian Studies, you can
walk up a small set of stairs or
take the elevator to the Memorial
Garden Courtyard, which then
has direct access to the Sanctuary
side doors as well as Fellowship
Hall. There are restrooms on both
9

floors of the Center for Christian
Studies as well as a bathroom
near Fellowship Hall on the Patio.
Egress from the church after
services will be through Bronson
Avenue back to Atlantic Avenue
and also from Palm Avenue to
Atlantic Avenue (Palm Avenue
is the small exit west of the Holly
House grass parking area)
• Signage will be provided
to help remind and direct you.
• Restrooms in the Narthex
will not be open for an extended
period of time. There is a portable
bathroom off of Gleason Street.
There are also multiple restrooms
on both floors of the Center for
Christian Studies and a uni-sex
restroom on the patio adjacent to
Fellowship Hall.
We know this will be a
time of inconvenience for our
congregation.
We ask for
patience and grace in this period
construction as we complete our
project to enhance our campus.
The construction timeline remains
at eight months, creating an
exciting outcome we have all been
praying for to happen. So please,
during this time of construction,
do not avoid coming to church just
because of a little inconvenience.
As we await our car from valet
it will give us more time to
fellowship with our fellow guests
and members. Thank you! v

Worth Watching
The Wedding
Plan (2016)
A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA,
New York University

I

write this knowing full well
that most of you will never see this
film, let alone hear about it long after
you’re done reading this review. It’s
a Hebrew-language Israeli dramedy
I managed to see while covering the
2017 Tribeca Film Festival. Usually
Tribeca films don’t get picked up for
wide distribution; the few that do are
usually in the English language. But I
still feel compelled to share with you
my thoughts on Rama Burshtein’s The
Wedding Plan, a gentle, heartfelt film
about one woman’s relationship with
God. The film follows Michal (Noa
Kooler), a devout Orthodox Jew who
gets dumped by her fiancé a month
before their wedding. But instead of
calling the ceremony off, the devout
Michal calls God’s bluff and keeps the
wedding date, insisting that she will
find a new groom in time.

desperate dates. There’s a man who
refuses to look at her, saying that if
he doesn’t look at women then his
wife will automatically be the most
beautiful woman in the world. Then
there a deaf-mute who asks via sign
language why she turned him down
for a date years ago only to turn to
him now in desperation. And finally
there’s an international pop star she
meets while visiting the tomb of a
famous Ukrainian Jewish leader.
Though they hit things off quickly,
he seems understandably spooked
when he learns that she’s looking for
a husband to marry in just a couple
of weeks. Meanwhile, her personal
life falls apart as her family panics,
the expenses for the ceremony add
up, and she learns that her long-time
roommate has gotten engaged to her
ex-fiancé.

With the aid of two professional

And yet Michal stays faithful,

match-makers, Michal embarks on a
series of increasingly ludicrous and
10

Continued on page 11

Session Report

Continued from page 10

There was no Regular Meeting of Session in
March. However, the Session was quite active. In
addition to examining and receiving new members
and approving several baptisms, the Session:

certain that God will not abandon her. Yes, the film
is funny and occasionally absurd. But Michal’s faith
provides an emotional countercurrent against the
craziness of the world around her. We gradually
realize that her quest to get married isn’t just about
fulfilling her need for companionship, but for proving
once and for all that God exists, that he loves her, that
he won’t allow her to be forgotten. Consider the day
Michal chooses for her wedding: the eighth day of
Hanukkah. Burshtein explained in an interview that
the date is especially important in Jewish theology:
“The eighth candle of Hanukkah is like the world
beyond. This life has only seven parts. The eighth
part is the world of faith and belief.” She’s essentially
putting her faith on trail. But not in the petulant
manner of a spoiled child, but in the manner of a tired
adult hoping that the life they’ve spent glorifying his
name hasn’t been all for naught.

1. Approved applying for a construction loan from
the Presbyterian Loan & Investment Program
for the Capital Campaign project and called a
Special Congregational Meeting for the purpose of
approving the loan. (The Special Congregational
Meeting was held on March 26, 2017 and the
congregation approved this item).
2. Elected Kari Shipley as Clerk of Session for a
one year term and Tom Elliott as Treasurer for a
one year term.
3. Approved the Ministry Information Form for the
Associate Pastor position, per the request of the
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee.

I won’t give away the ending, for I’d like to hold

onto the hope that the film might someday make its
way over to Netflix or Redbox. It’s more gradual,
deliberate pacing might frustrate some American
viewers raised on mile-a-minute blockbusters, but
the payoff is worth it. What a wonderful little film.

4. Approved the authorized signers on the church
accounts held at Bank of America and Bank of
America – Merrill Lynch. v

vvv
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday mornings as
we worship the Living God together.
Church School
Sunday School for Children 10 a.m.

Prayer Ministry Team
Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry of
prayer.
The Prayer Ministry Team meets once a week, on Wednesdays. from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in
the meeting room. These meetings are for the purpose of honoring prayer requests that come
through our worship services or through the church office. Each request is handled with respect,
confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a name and address, a card will be sent to confirm
that prayer was offered during the week the request was received. You are invited to join this
prayer ministry team simply by calling Sharon Koch (414-9165). Sharon will be happy to provide
additional information about this ministry and welcome you to participate.

