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Vacation Bible
School 2014
by Rev. Jo Garnett, Minister to Children and Families

G

et a jump start on your summer and register for “Workshop of
Wonders” Vacation Bible School 2014. Join us the week of June 9th
through June 13th to see how God turns the ordinary into the
extraordinary. The children will display their creativity and imagination
to explore the Bible. Come to meet those who used their gifts to produce
something great for God.

Y

ou may register your children, 3-years-old through completed
5th graders, on our website or by contacting Paula in the church office
(276-6338, ext 23 or paulahare@covad.net).
v v v

One Worship Service
at 10 a.m.
Starting
Sunday, May 4th,
we will begin holding
only one
worship service at 10 a.m.
Check the
Sunday Bulletin for
education class schedules.
We will resume
two services
in November.
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From My Heart to Yours

C hurchS taff

by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.

W. Douglas Hood, Jr., D.Min.
Senior Pastor
Vice-Moderator – Presbytery of Tropical Florida

Senior Pastor
“The bed is too short to stretch out, and the shroud
is too narrow to cover oneself.”
Isaiah 28:20 (Common English Bible)

A bed that is too short and a blanket that is too narrow are inadequate for
restful, healthy sleep. Both may serve us well as temporary arrangements when
nothing else is available. But in the long-term, either we find an adequate bed
along with a sufficient blanket or we suffer; we will suffer general discomfort
in our rest, experience aches and pains of every sort and possibly move through
the day with sleep-deprivation. Adequate rest requires adequate
accommodation.

Just as a short bed fails to provide for a growing body and a narrow blanket
leaves people shivering in the cold, so does a short and narrow faith leave us
morally stunted and shivering with every kind of fear. God desires that we have
a bed of faith on which to stretch a full human life and be warmly wrapped in
the mantle of confidence in the living power of the risen Christ. When we hear
of those who are short on integrity and frightened of every uncertainty, it is
reasonable to ask the nature of the faith that is sustaining them.

Many who self-identify as Christians today live in the danger of believing
too little. They are very uncomfortable on the beds of their faith. Ignoring the
inevitable growing pains of faith, such people do little to nourish personal
spiritual growth. They seek to make do with the cradle of faith provided them
by others. The untroubled sleep of their early years now demands more – a
larger bed of faith and a wider blanket of confidence in God. The faith question
presses, will they pursue a faith-growth plan that furnishes them with the largest
and broadest and strongest thoughts of God that will sustain them as adults or
will they continually seek to squeeze back into the crib in which they were so
happy in childhood?

Perhaps there is nothing more pathetic than to see a Christian, who ought
to be flexing an adult’s faith in the challenges of life, content with a mere child’s
share of understanding of God. Instead of stretching onto an adult-sized faith
they tuck themselves into a cradle. Each morning they get up from it lame and
aching. Worse, they are chilled by every blast of unbelief and uncertainty that
blows.
Reprinted from Dr. Hood’s March 28, 2014 blog. v
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If you or a family member
are hospitalized, please
notify the church office.
Even if you give the name
of the church upon
admission, the hospital
will NOT notify us.

UNDERSCORED:
Thoughts on Living Faithfully
by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
Senior Pastor

These thoughts are provided to assist in life change. They are actual sentences that I have underscored in my own personal
and professional reading. Though it is true that they have been lifted from a larger context, they contain, in their brevity, a nugget
of truth or insight; insights that have the potential of impacting our lives.

“There is nothing wrong with the church that discipleship will not cure.”
Dallas Willard

“The truth is that anyone working to better people’s lives
is reflecting the heart of God.”
Reggie McNeal

“A vital dimension of a church’s teaching and preaching
is the regular reminder that spiritual maturity is indeed our calling:
it is our destiny, our human vocation in Christ.”
Gordon T. Smith

“City transformation begins with a transformed church that engages the needs of
the city with works and words of love – good deeds and good news.”
Eric Swanson

“It is important for the senior minister of the downtown church
to be a visionary, creative, and future-oriented leader.”
Howard Edington

“We are on dangerous ground when we seek to define the worth
of a church by how it meets our felt needs.”
Darrin Patrick and Matt Carter

“So, what is spiritual formation? It is the process of transforming the person into Christlikeness
through transforming the essential parts of the person.”
Dallas Willard
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Deacons’ Corner

Get to Know the Deacons
by Anne Gaudree

Wor
Sear d
ch!

In the Word Search, find the names of the Deacons.

They are hidden vertically, horizontally,
diagonally and backwards. The answer key will be published in the next edition.

Alexandra, Anne, Betsy, Bill, Cindy, Don, Ellen, Etta, Evelyn, Jeane, Jen,
Jim, Kate, Linda, Lynda, Marilyn, Mary, Mary, Maryann, Merrill,
Michael, Patricia, Robert, Robert, Ron, Ruth, Scott, Sharon, Virginia
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Church Improvement
by Barbara Vanderkay

S pring is here and many

activities at First Presbyterian
Church are winding down in
anticipation of summer. The
contrary Holly House group,
however, is revving up as these
ladies are looking ahead to
November and their Holly Days
Bazaar. (Get a head start on
Christmas by making a note on
your calendar for the weekend
of November 7th and 8th).

T

he Holly House ladies
meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays are already busy
making some new items for the
sale. There are several projects
in the works and others lined up
for the months to come. Some
things are practical, some are
cute, clever or funny. Of course
there will be Christmasy items
to wear or to hang as
decorations. There is a lot to do
and many eager “Christmas
Elves” are needed to help.

O ur

new Holly House
enables us to spread out in a
large, open area where we can
see everyone there and find out
what they are doing. We may
learn some new techniques or
we may make a useful
suggestion.
There is no
competition here, just a group of

“church
ladies”
working
together informally to make
money
for
Church
Improvement.

T his is a more the merrier

get-together with few rules. We
begin about 9:30 a.m. and stay
until 11:30 or later. People
come and go as they must, all
are welcome whenever they
arrive. Come alone or bring a
friend; Presbyterianism is not
required.

A

fairly recent craft of
making jewelry has developed.
Several women are quite
talented and are glad to mentor
anyone who is interested.

D on’t forget that your

unwanted costume jewelry
is always welcomed by the
members of a special
committee who clean,
repair, and price your
donations whenever
you
give
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them to a worker or leave them
in the church office.

A re you convinced now

that Holly House is worth
looking into? We need lots of
elves because some of them may
head for the North Pole in the
summer!

P.S. : The clincher: As

loyal Presbys, the requisite
coffee break always has
homemade goodies.
v v v

Palm Sunday Was a Success!
O

n Palm Sunday, April 13th, the children of our Wednesday Kids’
Choir and Sunday Church School presented “The Singing Bishop”, the story
of “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”, the hymn we sing at the opening of Palm
Sunday worship every year. Jim Poch directed the performance and our Head
Custodian, Aaron Strippel, constructed the scenery. It was truly a wonderful
treat for the congregation.

F

ollowing the second worship service, over fifty children and their families participated in our Annual Easter Egg Hunt and festivities. Guests were
treated to pizza and make your own sundaes. The children enjoyed the bounce
house and doing an Easter craft. The laughter and delight of one and all was
heard in the grassy area by the Holly House. This was the largest Easter Egg
Hunt celebration that we ever had. Thank you to all the volunteers and staff,
especially Rev. Jo Garnett and Paula Hare, who worked so hard to make the
event a success. v

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
DINNER
Sunday,
January 11, 2015
Featured Speaker
Dr. Tom Long
More Details to Follow

v v v

Celebration of
Eternal Life…
Our Deepest Sympathies as a
congregation is extended to the
family
of
the
following
member upon the death of their
loved one:

Betty Diener

We Welcome to Our Membership . . .
Joseph Freeman
Natalie Freeman
Bob Wade
Becky Wade

Welcome
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March 24, 2014

Donate a Common English
Bible Today!
On December 18, 2012, Session approved
converting all of the Bibles in the Sanctuary and
Covered Patio to large print Common English Bibles.
The names of those in whose memory or honor the
Bible(s) are given will be printed on a bookplate and placed in a Bible.
Help us provide this marvelous new worship resource for our First
Presbyterian Church family of faith.
Please send your
orders/donations to the church office.
___ Yes, I wish to purchase and donate ___ Common English Bible(s)
for our church!
Your name, as you want it to appear on the Bookplate (Please Print):
Given by ___________________
Choose Bookplate desire:
__ IN HONOR OF __________________
__ IN HONOR OF __________________
__ IN HONOR OF __________________
__ IN MEMORY OF ________________
__ IN MEMORY OF ________________
__ IN MEMORY OF ________________
__ I would also like to purchase additional Bible(s) for my own
personal use at home.
__ Number of Bibles requested for personal use.

Remember the
Church When . . .

Estate
Planning
Our

Endowment and
Remembrance Funds are two
excellent opportunities for your
giving consideration, be it your
will, stocks, or as a named
beneficiary of an insurance
policy. This financially wise
method of stewardship helps
ensure the long-term financial
stability of the church and
provides a planned means for
the church to continue its role
in the lives of our members and
those to whom we reach out, in
our community and beyond.
For more information on longterm giving, call the church
office (276-6338).

You will be contacted about delivery of your personal use order.
v v v

Signature ______________________________________
Phone _________________________________________
Cost $15 per bible
Total Amount Enclosed: $________
Please make your check payable to First Presbyterian Church of
Delray Beach and place it with your order form in the offering plate,
drop it off at the church office, or mail it to First Presbyterian Church,
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, FL 33483.
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If
you are interested in receiving an electronic copy of this
newsletter, please email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@covad.net.

Sunday Morning
Worship Service
10 a.m.
Please join us on Sunday morning as
we worship the living God together.
Church School
Worship Hour Sunday School 10 a.m.
Youth Fellowship 5 p.m.

The Pathway of Ministry & Mission
This is our ministry of connecting people with Jesus Christ and the church.
Jesus’ priority for the church is to share the Christian faith in such a way that
people place their trust in Jesus and participate with Jesus in His ongoing
work through the local church.
We were never intended to remain the same. Through this ministry, we
engage people in intentional processes for growing in the character of Jesus.

Implanted deep within the nature of men and women is the hunger to serve
others. Through this ministry, we engage people in a process that helps them
discover, develop and deploy their God given gifts for service to Jesus in the
local church and community.
One of the distinctive teachings of the Christian faith is that we are called to
live in community. In community, we support, encourage, hold accountable
and care for one another so that no one has to make the journey of life alone.

