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Dear First Presbyterian Church family and friends,
 
 What a blessing you are to the children of Palm Beach County!  
Below is an excerpt from a letter from Bobbi Rini, President of the Palm 
Beach County Chapter of the Pajama Program, with the final counts from 
your donations:
   
 “Thank you for helping us support every child’s right to a good night 
for a good day.  Your donation of 315 pairs of new pajamas and 324 
books for our kids will enable us to give loving, comforting good nights 
to the children who need us most.  Our mission is to promote and support 
a comforting bedtime routine for children affected by instability to help them thrive.”
 
 A special thank you to the members and friends who came out after church to help sort and roll the 
huge stacks of pajamas and books on January 19th!  Also, thanks to the church member who invited 
friends to bring pajamas and books to a birthday dinner party!  Books and pajamas were purchased with 
all financial donations that were made.  
 
 On Saturday, February 1st, I had the opportunity to help Bobbi Rini prepare donations for local 
nonprofit organizations from the supply of pajamas and books on hand.  We totally emptied every bin 
and were still left with more requests that will be filled once more donations are received.  What an 
encouragement it is to see that all the donations we collected have already been distributed!
 
Donations to Pajama Program are always welcome.  
Thank you again for giving so generously! 
 
Sweet Dreams,
Ann Gill

v v v
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    From My Heart               to Yours
    by Dr. W. Douglas Hood, Jr.
    Senior Pastor 

A Life TrAined By ChrisT

“Train yourself for a holy life!”
1 Timothy 4:7b (Common English Bible)

 
 A physician once taught me an important lesson about spiritual growth – there is 
simply no substitute for regularly paying attention to God.  He shared this story with 
me.  In the midst of a successful practice as a doctor, he had little time for his wife or his 
children.  Seventy- and eighty-hour workweeks were customary.  He loved his patients.  
He loved his work.  Time at home was for rest and renewal for the next day.  Dinners 
with his family were rare.  Hard work seemed to pay dividends.  His salary rose steadily 
each year.  Admiration for him and his exceptional work held a privileged position in 
the community.  Everything seemed right, until it did not.  Both his wife and his children 
had found a way to get on in life without him.  “The day I realized that was the most 
painful day of my life,” the doctor said.
 
 The doctor held a stethoscope in his hand.  “Perhaps, this is the most important 
tool for a physician’s work,” he shared.  Doctors study and train to know how to listen 
to a patient with this tool.  What is supremely important is to know what “regular” 
sounds like when we hold the stethoscope to a patient’s chest or back.  If the doctor 
does not know what “regular” sounds like, then the doctor simply does not know what 
they are listening to with a patient seated in front of them.  Doctors must learn well what 
“regular” sounds like so, when using a stethoscope, they can recognize immediately 
what sounds “irregular.”  Once an “irregular” comes through the stethoscope, a decision, 
with the patient, is required.  This one part of practicing medicine is all about listening 
carefully, listening correctly.
 
 “I was failing at listening carefully to my life, to my family,” said the doctor.  
“Then, I almost lost them.  That terrified me.  The difficulty was that I did not know 
what ‘regular’ was, what ‘regular’ sounded like as a part of a family.”  Here was a man 
who was an excellent doctor but a poor husband and father.  Training was required.  
Good training is about consistent, regular effort over time.  Good training demands the 
proper tools.  “I went back to school,” said the doctor.  The textbook was the Bible.  
The classroom was a chair in his backyard for one hour at the close of every day.  
Reading the Bible every evening, the doctor learned what “regular” sounded like.  Then 
he listened carefully to his own life, his daily practices and priorities.  What the doctor 
heard was irregular.
 
 It is remarkable what listening to God will do for a life.  A “regular” life, a healthy 
life, is a lived experience of faith in God.  Practices change and as practices change, 
a reshaping occurs.  Each life that listens carefully to God, in regular time reading 
the Bible and prayer, redevelops from the inside out.  Such a life embodies more and 
more the way of Jesus.  Trust in God increases, persistent hope in the coming of God’s 
reign expands, and love overcomes hatred and selfishness.  Life moves from unhealthy 
“instinctual reactions” to learned behaviors that enter the heart from habitual practice in 
the way of Christ.  This is a trained life.  A life trained by Christ.  v
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Equipping Bible Study
 Complete this study on your own, writing answers in the space provided beneath each question.  Invite one or 
two others to complete and then come together and share with one another your responses.  Write any insights from 
others that are helpful directly onto your study sheet.

 Psalm 119:105 is widely considered as one of the most beautiful verses in all the Psalms.  These few words 
captures Israel’s understanding of the primary aim of the Bible – that God’s guidance in scripture provides the 
pathway for our daily walk.  Rather than casting God’s word as an instrument for correcting the wrongdoer, Scripture 
assists in the correct use of individual freedom, identifying dangers along the way of life.  Direction, encouragement, 
and strength for life’s journey are located in God’s word.  

Read Psalm 119:105 (Write your answer below each question.)

“Your word is a lamp before my feet and a light for my journey.”

1.  Psalm 119 is the longest of the psalms, and there is hardly a verse that does not contain a reference to God’s word 
and law.  In this verse, the metaphor of “light” indicates that God’s word is a reliable guide to life.  Read Psalm 119 
and list other metaphors used for God’s word and law.

2.  Which metaphor best describes your present experience of the Bible?  Explain.

3.  James Limburg writes that Psalm 119 is for people who understand life to be a journey through territory that is not 
their homeland.  In other words, this is a psalm for persons who understand themselves as sojourners.i  This segment 
assumes that our journey is through darkness (see Ps. 23:4).  In such a situation, the Lord’s word is like a flashlight, 
suggests Limburg, helping one find the way.  “Darkness” becomes a metaphor, including personal affliction (v. 
110). Ii  Briefly describe a period of “darkness” in your life.  How did God’s word provide guidance and comfort?

4.  What does this verse suggest will be the result in our lives if we use God’s word for direction in our daily steps?

5.  Rewrite this verse in your own words.

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, sustain me today, and all of my tomorrows, by your Holy Word.  Amen.
________________________
i James Limburg, Psalms: Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2000), 413.
ii Limburg, Psalms, 417. 

v v v
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 Who was the first actor to play Batman?  How 
many sides are in a hexagon?  What is a Phlebotomist?  
Who was born first:  Beethoven or Mozart?  Can you 
name any of the Avengers?  What about members of 
the British Royal Family?  What is the first element 
listed on the Periodic Table of Elements?

 Friends, if you can answer any of these 
questions, (and even if you can’t!) you are invited 
to First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach’s first-
ever Trivia Night on Friday, March 13th from 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Never done trivia 
before?  Join the club.  Think you’re not that smart?  
That’s okay too!  Because trivia at First Delray is 
about one thing only: good fun with good people.

 This event is open to absolutely everyone, but 
a special thank-you goes out to our Young Adults 
group for making this night possible.  Our young 
adults have done everything – from dreaming up 

Trivia Night at First Delray

the event, to hiring a professional Quizmaster, to 
providing all the delicious snacks and treats that 
will be available!  We will be collecting a free-
will offering at the event – half of the proceeds 
will go to replenishing the young adults fund 
(professional Quizmasters aren’t cheap!), and 
the rest of the proceeds will be donated to the 
Deacons’ Scholarship fund, which provides 
college scholarships to graduating seniors in the 
First Delray community.  So, not only will you be 
having fun, but you’ll also be supporting a good 
cause!

 Space is limited to 80 people, so be sure to 
make a reservation on the church website under 
Upcoming Events, on the sign-up sheet in the 
Narthex, or by calling the church office (561-276-
6338).  Childcare will be provided for this special 
evening event.  

v v v
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  During the month of January, the Session approved 
new members.

CHURCH OPERATIONS SUMMARY THROUGH DECEMBER
 
                                                           2019                      2020
 

Members’ Pledge Payments $57,266 $57,691

Other Operating Receipts 34,723 37,207

Investments Used – –

Operating Reserves 39,248 54,147 

Funding Sources $131,237  $149,046
 
Operating Disbursements $131,237 $149,046

 Session Report  We Welcome to 
Our Membership

Stephen Aiello
Michael Briggs 

Emme Cortelyou 
Laura Cote 

Frances Hindle 
Jeff Johnson
Paul Kelleher 

Patricia Lommock 
Brigitte Mayr
Markus Mayr

Christine Molnar 
Lou Molnar

Sandy Pancoast 
William Pancoast
Sandra Tuccillo 

Faith Virgilio 
Scobie Ward 

Meet Your Deacon Sunday  
   

March is the beginning of a new cycle for Deacon service – new Deacons join, some complete their 
terms, and all the Deacons get some new flock assignments.  That’s why March 29th, Meet Your 
Deacon Sunday, is so important!  This is a great opportunity to meet your Deacon and establish a 
contact that helps them serve you better throughout the coming year. 

You can “meet and greet and eat” in Fellowship Hall after both the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship 
services.  The list of each Deacon flock will be posted, and the Deacons will be stationed throughout 
the room so you can easily introduce yourself.  It’s a lively and fun gathering for all church 
members with delicious food prepared by the Deacons.  This is a great time to catch up with old 
friends and make new ones.   v

Deacons’ Corner



6

Holly House

 Church members, friends, and members of the community shopped and shopped.  Donations 
were generous.  For four weeks, workers lugged donations from drop-off points to selling locations.  
Items were sorted, hung, tagged, and washed when necessary so that the displays looked inviting.  
More than 60 workers helped during the sale.  People who don’t attend our church volunteered 
because they enjoy the camaraderie and friendliness of our church.  

 The men rallied when Ed Jessell called.  They helped set up racks and tables, and moved boxes 
from Holly House to the Courtyard.  The men had their own work and selling areas in the garage 
and in the Courtyard.  

After the sale, the remaining items were donated to the following community charities: 
Achievement Centers for Children & Families

Tri-County Animal Rescue
Caridad Soup Kitchen

Dawn’s Dowry
Family Promise

Florida Breast Cancer Foundation
Haitian Foundation

Inspire Youth
Slomin Family Center

Wayside Recovery Center 

 Thank you to everyone – staff, workers, and shoppers – who made the Step-Above Rummage 
Sale a success in 2020.  Be sure to check out our Facebook page (facebook.com/CleverCrafter) for 
more photos!   v

Fifty Years and Still the Best Step-Above 
Rummage Sale in the Area

By Linda Prior
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 Vacation Bible School  
 
 It’s official!  We are loading up the Vacation Bible School children on the Rocky Railway to show us that 
trusting Jesus pulls us through life’s ups and downs.  This VBS curriculum by Group provides a clever and fun 
way to learn about Jesus’ power in our lives.  VBS is June 8th to 12th, 9 a.m. to noon.  Grace Hood and Kathy 
Baldwin will be the Conductors on this journey.  We will need many helpers!  Please consider how you might 
want to participate in this exciting week.  For more information email Grace Hood (gracehood@firstdelray.com).

Nursery News  
 
 We are very excited to welcome Liz Landes and Abby Eccles to 
our nursery staff!  Abby is a college student who has been working 
part-time with the school district with after school programs.  Liz is 
well-known and loved by our church and her experience with babies 
and children is well-established.  Welcome!!

Join Us for the Story of Easter Eggs  
 
 Come have fun as we explore the story of Easter using Easter Eggs! Join us on Palm Sunday, April 5th at 
noon. We will start the day with pizza. We will hunt Easter Eggs and end the day with the Easter Resurrection 
Story told with Easter Eggs.  Please be sure to bring your own basket for collecting eggs. Please sign up in the 
Narthex or online at firstdelray.com.   v

By Grace Cameron Hood, 
Director of Children and Family Ministry 

Faith and Fun for Families  
and Children

Abby Eccles Liz Landes
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 We are excited to announce the schedule for the Children’s Choir for the next couple of 
months.  In an effort to provide an experience that both reaches as many children as possible and 
also gives new opportunities to others, we want to share a vision for the rest of the school year.  
We understand that not everyone can attend every meeting.  In light of this, we invite you and your 
family to choose as many of these dates as possible.  Practices will take place on Sunday mornings 
and Thursday evenings, with some Thursdays that run longer to include a Fun Event (see [*] dates 
in schedule below) and some Sundays where the children will sing at one or both services (see 
bolded dates in schedule below). 

 Sunday, March 1st 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

 *Thursday, March 12th 5:30 – 8 p.m. (Practice and Fun Event)

 Sunday, March 15th 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

 Thursday, March 19th  6 – 7 p.m.

 Sunday, March 29th  9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

 Thursday, April 2nd   6 – 7 p.m.

 Sunday, April 5th Palm Sunday – Children sing at 11 a.m. service

 *Thursday, April 16th 5:30 – 8 p.m. (Practice and Fun Event)  

 Thursday, April 23rd 6 – 7 p.m.

 Sunday, April 26th  Music Appreciation Sunday 

  Children sing at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services

 Sunday, May 3rd 11 a.m. – noon

 *Thursday, May 7th 5:30 – 8 p.m. (Practice and Fun Event) 

 Sunday, May 10th  Mother’s Day

  Children practice at 9 a.m. to sing at the 10 a.m. service

 Sunday, May 17th 11 a.m. – noon

 Thursday, May 28th 6 – 7 p.m.

 Thursday, June 4th 6 – 7 p.m.

 Sunday, June 7th Children practice at 9 a.m. to sing at the 10 a.m. service

  Music: One or two selections from upcoming VBS music

 We will be having a Children’s Music Concert / Reception at the end of May / beginning of 
June.  More Information to Come! 

v v v

Children’s Choir News! 
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Stephen Ministry Program

Concert For A Cause

 The church is in the process of relaunching 
our Stephen Ministry program, which will be 
following the guidelines of Stephen Ministries 
Saint Louis.
 
 Starting now, and going forward through the 
official launch, information will be distributed 
through the Sunday bulletins, church website, 
newsletters, and pulpit messages.
 
 As noted in recent bulletins, we are accepting 
applications for those interested in becoming 
a Stephen Minister.  Even if you have been 
previously trained, you will still need to apply to 
be recertified.  If you think this ministry would 
be a good fit for you, please contact Jim or Linda 
Whitaker (561-865-4126) for further details and 
an application form.  v

By Jim and Linda Whitaker

 The Deacons are hosting a “Concert For A Cause” on Sunday, March 8th at 3 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  Featuring The Club Singers and the Milagro Center’s Children’s Choir, attendees will be 
treated to jazz, Broadway, folk, classic, ethnic, and contemporary classics.  A free-will offering 
will be collected to benefit the Milagro Center and the church’s Deacons’ 
Scholarship fund, which provides scholarships to the 
church family’s high school students 
pursuing higher education.   
 
 Mark this date on your calendar 
and make sure to invite a friend or two.  

You won’t want to miss 
this event!   v
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The Two PoPes

“Brothers and sisters, I myself 
don’t think I’ve reached it, but I 
do this one thing: I forget about 
the things behind me and reach 
out for the things ahead of me.” 

Philippians 3:13 
(Common English Bible)

  There are not two, but three 
main presences within Fernando 
Meirelles’ extraordinary film The 
Two Popes about the tumultuous 
friendship between Pope 
Benedict XVI and Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio.  The first two 
are the Holy Sees themselves.  
There’s Benedict XVI (Anthony 
Hopkins), the German successor 
of the much beloved Pope 
John Paul II, chosen in large 
part for his grave, combative 
conservatism in the face of 
increasing global secularism.  
Then there’s Bergoglio 
(Jonathan Pryce), the avuncular 
Argentinian Jesuit whose liberal 
theology forged in the furnace 
of Third World poverty sent 
shockwaves throughout a Church 
entrenched in tradition and First 
World luxury.  The film sees 
them butt heads in the wake 
of a disillusioned Bergoglio’s 
attempted resignation as 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires.  

Believing said resignation 
would be interpreted as a vote 
of no confidence against his 
papacy, Benedict refuses.  When 
Bergoglio flies to Rome to 
confront Benedict personally, 
the two debate and argue until 
they slowly become friends.

  The third presence only 
makes itself known gradually, 
first appearing almost thirty 
minutes into the film in the 
midst of their first meeting and, 
subsequently, their first major 
argument where they bicker about 
homosexuality, priestly celibacy, 
and the provision of sacraments 
for those out of communion.  It’s 
a small, imperious voice from 
Benedict’s Fitbit demanding 
he remain active to reach his 
prescribed 10,000 steps a day:  
“Don’t stop now. Keep moving.”  
This voice becomes almost a 
commentator on the action as 
the film continues, punctuating 
arguments and announcing 
Benedict’s unseen presence.  It’s 
a marvelous narrative device 
that keeps the film from getting 
mired in endless debates about 
theology, ensuring a sense of 
forward momentum for both the 
story and its characters.  Indeed, 
the voice gets the last line of the 

A Movie Review by Nathanael Hood, MA, 
New York University

movie proper before the credits 
begin, as Benedict sits alone in 
the Vatican after his resignation 
and Bergoglio’s election as pope:  
“Don’t stop now.  Keep moving.  
Keep moving.”

  As the film continues, it 
becomes impossible to ignore 
the Fitbit as an embodiment of 
the Holy Spirit, gently nudging 
both Benedict and Bergoglio 
towards not just reconciliation 
but friendship.  It underscores 
the film’s central thesis that 
faith and its practice cannot 
remain frozen in the past.  
“Time demands movement,” 
Bergoglio challenges during 
their first meeting.  Benedict 
snaps back with accusations 
of hypocrisy concerning 
Bergoglio’s former conservative 
attitudes, particularly concerning 
homosexuality:

 “I changed,” he admits.

 “No, you compromised,”  
 Benedict challenges.

 “No. No compromise.  
 No, I changed.  
 It’s a different thing.”

continued on page 11
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continued from page 10

The Two PoPes

  Such change seems almost 
blasphemous in an organization 
like the Catholic Church that 
lives and dies by its traditions 
and moves with the speed of 
centuries, not minutes.  But 
change it must—and not 
through the rejection of holy 
doctrine but by faithful, reverent 
reinterpretation.  To paraphrase 
a great theologian, it’s the 
difference between drinking 
from a stagnant pond and a 
flowing river.

  There are few places in 
the scriptures where this need 

for faithful, reverent change 
are better emphasized than in 
the third chapter of the Epistle 
to the Philippians, where Paul 
challenges his audience to avoid 
those who say that believers and 
converts must strictly adhere to 
outdated Jewish law and ritual to 
be saved.  Referring to his own 
upbringing as a Jewish Pharisee 
as so much sewer trash—sewer 
trash!—he boasts that he rejected 
everything for the sake of Christ.  
It’s through living faithfully in 
God through the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ that salvation comes, 
not through outdated ritual and 

calcified theology.  To tear down 
walls, to shatter the barriers 
between mankind, this is what 
living in Christ means.  And if 
any of our practices or beliefs 
hobble us in this journey, then 
we must listen for the Holy Spirit 
which whispers now more than 
ever to not stop now, to keep 
moving, to keep moving.

v v v

 Whether you know it or not, you have made a significant difference in the lives of 60 youngsters who attend Pine 
Grove Elementary School right here in Delray Beach.

 In supporting First Presbyterian’s “Back To Basics” Angel Program this past Christmas season, you have enabled these 
children to attend school with dignity by providing NEW sneakers, socks, and underwear to each one.  You also gave a small 
gift to each child, which was tucked into each shoebox.  

 For some, this might have been the only gift that they received.  

 Think about that.

 It is believed that a child’s self-esteem has a direct relationship to his or her ability to learn.  We can all agree that school 
children need to have the basic necessities of shoes, socks, and underwear in order to attend school and be ready to learn.

 So THANK YOU!  It is only with your help that “Back To Basics” is able to help so many children in need.

In grateful acknowledgement,
Your Mission Committee 

v v v

Your Impact in the Greater Community
By Nancy Long



 Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work.” Here at First Presbyterian Church of Delray Beach we believe this is true. We intend every 
ministry of the church to flourish in the rich soil of prayer. And since a praying church is made 
up of praying people, we want to encourage and equip our membership in the vital ministry  
of prayer.

 The Prayer Ministry Team meets on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Coastal Room in the Center 
for Christian Studies. 

 Each request is handled with respect, confidentiality, and care. If a request includes a 
name and address, a card will be sent to confirm that prayer was offered during the week the 
request was received. 

Prayer Ministry Team
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This newsletter is available online at www.firstdelray.com. If you are 
interested in receiving an electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
email Nancy Fine at nancyfine@firstdelray.com

The Community Church by the Sea
33 Gleason Street, Delray Beach, Florida 33483

Sunday Morning
Worship Service

9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as  
we worship the Living God together.

Church School

Sunday School for Adults 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Children 11 a.m.

Refuge Youth Group

Friday evenings


